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George Bernard Shaw, who wrote? Miami ne Des: § 
his first play in 1892, now has the 1 Florida nitergq,poperators, becoming 
biggest baualics hit of his career. } Santa Schnozo + oe Tele’s Bar B Oo jittery while waiting *for the first 
It is the Maurice Evans revival of Milton Berle, who had his nose Despite ominous. rumblings, in the Baseball is the best boxoffice major cold spell to hit New York, 
“Man and Superman,” which the 91- bobbed several years ago, is so face of economic trends, of an Im- stimulant (no pun intended) for are mulling installati6n of casinos 
year-old dramatist wrote in 1903 and pleased with the result that he’s pending wholesale desertion of the bars; football the poorest, despite such ‘activity mot being 
which was first produced in London giving beak jobs to associates bankrollers from radio, executiyes/ pecause it’s a longer time be- legal in Dade County, which includes 
in 1905. and friends, as birthday and of the four networks are inclined tween drinks due to the progres- the Miami and Miami Beach area, 

The production at the Alvin, N. Y.,| | Christmas presents. to be optimistic. over the ss be sion of the action. Only time- | Where the majority of: cafes are 
is grossing approximately $31,500 a So far, he’s presented schnoz | Picture as the year draws to me outs create a slackening of inter- | located. : 
week, the exact amount depending trims to his secretary and the True, the nine-months bi ings est, whereas the national pas- Current plan among bonifaces ig 
ots A nities: of. chances. ° At president of the Milton Berle fan story for 1947 isn’t exactly one to-in- time permits “twice-an-inning to cenfine the gaming »activities to 
Shaw's regular 15% royalty, that club. vit» hendsprings, with only the ABC hiatuses for tanking up. those well known to operators. 
amounts to more than $4,700 a week. | network showing ah advance’ in On the other hand the base- Whether these plans wilt go through 
Cie aditees. taat bane aed in Rasen’ mi gross time sales over 1946. Never- ball fans favor’. beer (the is still undecided, but it's fairly 
take a major portion of that (Shaw Se Di k On Srey _~ oe boa ee fl weather is the influence there); preee yP ap mae the major spend- 
is reported to have complained that | é S ers DOSRANINE Of DUlIng, particursy | the gridcast lookers favor the ers hil the resort towns soen, Casinos 


on NBC and CBS, has been held to 
a respectable minimum when con- The majority of clubs-have already 


a on eV ey cogang but it ol ‘y vow 1 ad ¢ trasted with the overall industry’s | made tremendous -talent commit- 
able income from a FEOE“OIS PIAY im } e ] 0 financial statement for the year. | 9 ments, some running as high as $30, 
nonetheless. Only Mutual ad : . . ’ 


y appears to have 000 weekly, and according to indica- 
There may have been short inter- taken it on the chin to an appre- eAs oew S . 


tions the current. Season’ will not 
vals when Shaw has earned higher ciable. degree, onthe basis ofthe | 


permit such huge performer, outlays 
royalties than he's currently getting 0 $ all ' OW first nine-njionths tabulation, with its | 
on “Man” but, if so, it was never approximate ~$16,000,000 in gfoss | Vande Stronghold 


will be necessary to,make ends meet. 


he actually keeps only about a shill- harder stuff. 

















unless other revenue is forthcoming, 
It’s been pointed out that. the 
over an extended period such as the . billings represenling a drop of 15.8% Miami Beach situation may resemble 
Evans presentaiion seems certain to Chicago, Dec. 2. | over the same period last year. But 
be. For instance, Katharine Cor-| “If Petrillo really wanted to get! Mutual, too, has had recent cause 





the current situation ia New York, 
where hotels are loaded, but amuse- 


- ; ” * e 
_ nell’s all-star revival of “Candida” in , even with the record business for |for rejoicing, with its $3,000,000 i, ment biz is generally off. ‘The resort 
1942 grossed $122,247 for 35 per- everything and for all time,” ob-/ plus entry of new commercial pro- ong alg 1X | inns are similarly booked with reser- 





formances, but it had only that lim- | Serves one disk official, “all he has to (Continued on page 37) , | vations, but, with conditions as they 

ited run. re = poe toa ae > . 4% Loew's State on “Broadway, top | 4re, it’s not likely that amusement 
Similarly, during a short period in | h¢ 4 have the disk peopie out on . ce vaudeville showease. inethe countr (Continued “On pase 23) 

the spring of 1946, while Gertrude | biggest limb. It’s really a shame Joe Louis to Get 1006 4 





Lawr nd R d M what the music publishers have done is dropping ste geshows,, Dec, 24, after 

ence a aymon assey . ; a td running that form. of ‘entertainment Gets 
(Continued on page 55) 20s ea *y sai et ‘me For Walcott, Including since 1921, in favor-of a’straight film Kazan Record 
. continued. “An s .wors a 


° . ove -3¢” ° * | policy. of Pr 
Victor Herbert’s P re- 09 He ie’ camceuts to the amount Radio, Television Cut Demise of stageshows at this house 207, ofits, Shar e 
of advance recording being done,| A probable $230,000 sellout at’ his (4s regarded, as severe a blow to ~ In Gr ‘for e 
Songs in Royalty Test Vs. and still continuing, in order to | 24th title fight with Jersey Joe Wal- aa te ~ ote —_ * ASE a ng oss Desire’ 
| build up as big a backlog between | cott, at New York's Madison Square | ° bang . ‘o 4 elth’s Peng Evaluation of a stager’s services 
Victor, Columbia, Decca now and the first of the year when | Garden Friday 45) will give Joe * 2 _ net “4 rs cagqway “7 de, | Teaches a new high with’ the advent 
the ban goes on. | Louis something® close to $100,000, | Walch Touched OM @ series of vaude- | on Bro-iway tonight (3) of Ten- 
Consolidation of some 12 suits | “Many a stale song manuscript has | including his cut of the radio and ville exits in many houses through- ness. . Williams’ “A Streetcar Named 


testing a provision of the 1909 Copy- (Continued ‘on page 55) television money. His pct. is 45, | OUt the country, Desire.” For his direction of the 
" 


right ‘Act was granted by Federal ’ Walcott 15. Louis is in line for a While the reason ascribed by Loew | drama Elia Kazan will receive 20% 


Judge John C. Knox, according to ; slice of the pix at the same figure, /execs for change in policy is that | of the profits, in addition to his 
papers filed in N. Y. federal court PALESTINE PARTITION these to be taken by Pathe and dis- | vaude wasn’t paying off, talent agen- | weekly share of the gross, said to be 





























last week. Radio Corp. of America, tributed by RKO. If he loses, his }cies have been quick to pofnt out | 3%. Show’s _presenter, Irene M. 
Columbia Recording Corp. and Dec- SHOULD SPURT AMUS. (Continued on page 22) that the high operating expenses, | Selznick, and those who backed the 
‘a Revords, all of whom are de-i because of inflated performer sala-| new drama ate content with the 
fendants in infringement actions" Tel Aviv, Dec. 2. MAUGHAM AT 73 READY ries, is one of the major reasons. | Kazan deal; and New Yorkers who 
brought: by the heirs of the late Vic- Long-awaited, momentous decision ’ ? It’s felt that “normal and reason- | saw the show out of town describe 
tor Herbert, Glen MacDonough and | to partition Palestine, greeted with FILMS able” salaries would have permitted | the directional job as “brilliant.” 
(Continued on page 20) enthusiasm by. Jews and with con- F OR DEBUT IN the house to make a sizeable profit, | Kazan’s rating as a director extends 

sternation by Arabs generally, should tates tea’ 4 (Continued on page 55) (Continued. on 48) 

| have its effect on show business in fang eee page 
te Is j ts Somerset Maugham is to start a 
. this land of two nations. Effects are a 3 . 
likely to be good, giving impetus to | film career at 73, with Sydney Box ? ee 


- : pM : 4 “ 3 tet,” pic 

AS KS DIS OCK Jewish talent now that the political|to present him in “Quinte 
TP I K J pressure is off, while disturbance based on five of the author's short 
Minneapolis, Dec. 2. from. disgruntled Arabs in form of | Stories written within. the last 50 


A county sheriff doubling as a @isk | yjojing and possible shutdown of the- years. : : ‘ : 
jockey, with a deal which allows him | atres is a me Meantime activ-| With this production, Box com- 
to.seram his program any time he’s] jty continues apace in such centers |mences a series of top feature films ' 
needed officially as a sheriff, is the as Tel Aviv. Haifa and Jerusalem. which will include famous _writers 
latest disk-spinner wrinkle here.| palestine overnight is becoming |among their stars, maintaining au- | 
Sheriff Ed Ryan is the sleuth turned|the mecca of foreign vaude and | thors have had insufficient promi- ; j 
music chatterer. He joined KSTP| nitery performers. Local agents are |nence on the screen up till now. 


here Monday (1) night as co-pilot busy arranging importation Olay  ——>—————EE=E=E=— 
with Don Hawkins of the station’s| acts from abroad. 











11 p.m. to 1 a.m. platter show for- Current cafe life is sparked by Tops of the Tops Said 
merly ridden by Sev Widman, who| pianist-singer Sonya Wronkow. Here| Top Retail eee Music Seller 
quit his post after a tussle with sta-| in prewar days, she later trekked to “Near You “ 
tion execs over an interview with| the U. S., but now is back for good. Top Retail Disk Seller Add Musts on Your Christmas Shopping 
screen actress Virginia Maya. Other acts here include Riccardo & “Near You” ‘ 
A veteran of World War I, Ryan! Robby, a dog act fromi The Hague, Top “Most Requested” Disk List: The Christmas Carols of Phil Spitalny’s 
Stayed in France several feats after | as well as a European acrobatic turn, “Near You” 
that, operating a film theatre. He’s| the Three Hardens. ‘ ‘ = 
a longhair fancier. “You Can't Take It With You” was Top ogee mene Machines All-Girl Orchestra and Choir. 
Ryaw has another angle he’s put-| an outstanding success at the Cham- © 
ting to work via his part-time job.| ber theatre here. But local critics Top British Sheet Seller 
He warns motoring listeners to obey | failed to show much enthusiasm for “Now Is the Hour 

















traffic laws. (Continued on page 54) (Deiails in Music Section) i 









so tebigeers. 


— ee 


My Se 


14 
Ee 
fe 
3 | 
ip 
if 
Fi 
: 
i ; 
i i 
vi 
j 
5 
. 
i 
t 
rf 
Be 
J 
# 
if 
, oa 
Re 
rs) 
i a 
 F 
4 * 
ia 
1a 
1 
; J 
: 
Lf ; 
ig 
cy e 
_— 
4 
Y 

i 

i. 

j 
i@ 
Te 

| 


th ee ee 


MIESCELLANY 





nae 


Wednesday, December 3, 1947 





Fil Cos. More Inclined to Release 
Excess Footage for Telecasting 


With television’s expansion pick- 
ing up speed every week, signs of re- 
newed interest by the film compan- 
ies in the medium are constantly on 
the increase. 

Still uncertain as to how big the 
show biz newcomer will grow and 
what part they'll finally play in it, | 
the film companies are skirting their 
entry into video warily. Both Uni- 
versal and Paramount News are re- 
ported, however, to have offered | 
some excess footage from their news- 
reels recently to tele broadcasters 
and RKO-Pathe is readying two 
series of its regular shorts for pos- 
sible sale to tele sponsors. 

U reportedly offered some scenes 
of the British royal wedding to the 
N.Y. tele stations. Broadcasters, 
however, didn’t accept them, either 
because the asking price was too 
high or beeause they could furnish 
coverage just as good and much | 
faster with their own material. It’s | 
believed unlikely that U would have 
made available to. broadcasters the 
same footage that it used for its own 
newsreel editions but, with most | 
reels using less than 25% of the total 
footage shot on any event, there 
would have been plenty left for the | 
videocasters. 

U exec veepee Matty Fox declined 
to comment on the report but he 
didn’t deny it. Par, it’s been learned, 
has been making advances to the 
tele broadcasters during the last 
week. Par executives, however, 

(Continued on page 22) 
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STRIKE-TORN PARIS 
STILL SHOW BIZ HAPPY 


Paris, Dec. 2. 

Despite the chaotic~ disruption 
stemming from the current Com- 
munist-inspired strike wave, escap- 
ist-minded Parisians are thronging 
every available amusement spot in 
force. 

Crowds keep coming even in tneb 
of public utility walkouts which are 
causing sporadic, unexpected clos- 
ings of niteries and theatres and 
subway shutdowns compelling the- 
atregoers to walk home. 


Rooney, Kaye, Raye, A&C 








‘Set for London Vaude 


The Palladium theatre, London, is 
planning one of the heaviest talent 
lineups in its history. House has set 
Mickey Rooney to open Jan. 4, and 
negotiations are now on for Danny 
Kaye to follow in February. Martha 
Raye has been signed for a March 
date. 

The Palladium is shelling out some 
heavy coin in the process. Rooney 
is slated to get $15,000, while Kaye’s 
deal will be for a similar amount. 
Miss Raye is reported getting $6,000. 

Other London bookings include 
Allan Jones and Irene Hervey to 
open at the Casino theatre, in April, 
and Clark Bros., Negro dancers, to 
open the same house late February. 
Deal is currently on for Abbott & 
C- ‘ello to play the Casino in the 
sp.ng, with a J. Arthur Rank film 
to follow. 

U. S. acts in England generally 
play a series of concert dates in large 
ballrooms and auditoriums, inasmuch 
as the small English houses cannot 
gross enough to pay out that kind of 
coin, 

. American acts are able to get most 
of their money in U. S. dollars out 
of that country. Law permits them 
to remit their salary, less living ex- 
penses, to their families in the U. S. 


Goldsmith’s Ariz, HQ 
Because of Son’s Health 


Clifford Goldsmith, creator of the | 
“Aldrich Family” and author of 
“What a Life” and other plays and 
films, has moved to Tucson, Ariz., 
permanently. He’s building a home 
there and is selling his apartment 
in Gracie Square, N. Y. Reason for 
the move is that his son has a seri- 
ous asthma condition. 

Author is currently at work on a 
new play for Broadway, buat he’s a 
methodical workman, so it may not 
be ready until next spring. Mean- 
while, he owns the “Aldrich” series 
and gets a royalty from it. 


PAR’S PARIS IMPORT 


French actress and singer Jo Hor- 
vart arrives in New York tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on her way to the Coast. 

. She's. to be. tested for Paramount's 
“The Sealed Verdict.” ' 








' stations and the amusement industry 





Twin City Get-Together 
On Show Biz and Juves 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
Representatives of Twin City radio 


here have been invited to meet with 
a volunteer committee on crime and 
delinquency, a group of Minneapolis 
| professional specialists on the sub- 
ject of juvenile behavior, to discuss 
the part that crime fiims and radio 
shows play in the problem. 
Committee has announced the con- 
clusion that youthful perpetrators of 
acts of violence, including murder, 
who blame their offenses on ideas 
from films, radio and comics, pose a 
problem for serious study and action 





285th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Waich.for KEN MURRAY'S new 
feature length film production 
“BILL AND COO” 


Released through Republic Pictures 








if the situation is to be corrected. 

A four-man subcommittee has 
been appointed to develop a fact- 
finding questionnaire to be employed 
locally in a move to determine how 
extensively juveniles are motivated 
to criminal acts adh. films, radio and 
comics. 


SEPTEMBER THEATRE BIZ 
FAR BEHIND LAST YEAR 


Washington, Dec..: 2. 
September’s theatre biz was not 
|much above the August figures and 
fell far behind the boxoffice for 
September, 1946, according to ad- 
missions tax figures released Sunday 
night (30) by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. 

The 20% tax figures for the month 
amounted to $37,743,023, indicating 
a month’s business of about $188,- 
715,000 on all amusement fronts, in- 
cluding sports. Of this total, it is 
estimated that from 76 to 80% was 
taken in at film houses. The tax 
| bite compares with $37,068,543 for 
the month of August and the $42,- 
096,593 in September, 1946. In addi- 
tion to the admissions nip, Uncle 
Sam collected $5,193,369 from the 
20% nick on nitery tabs, only five- 
|sixths of what was taken in for the 
same a year earlier, and very little 
more than was collected in August. 
While September was a good month, 
it still reflected the slide-off of busi- 
ness which has been accumulating 
since the mid-year. 

Manhattan’s 3rd Internal Revenue 
District, including the Broadway 
sector, reported admissions taxes to- 
taling $5,359,227 for September, a 
little under the $5,547,000 of the pre- 
ceding month. The nitery dip was 
sharper. September business paid a 
$415,707 tax, about $150,000 under 
August. = 


Bromfield Wants to Act 
‘In EL Film of His Novel 


Novelist Louis Bromfield is hank- 
ering for the kleig lights, the writer 
pressuring Eagle Lion to cast him as 
the narrator-actor in the filmization 
of his novel, “Kenny,” which is 
currently prepping for the camera. 
Narrator part is one of the import- 
ant roles in the book. 

Bromfield is also insisting that his 
huge farm, biggest in the U. S., be 
used as the off-the-lot locale for 
shooting the pic. It’s situated near 
Mansfield, O., and was the actual 
scene where the story, “Kenny,” is 
supposed to take place. 

EL is presently negotiating with 
King Vidor to handle the producer- 
director chores of “Kenny.” 


Duse Dramatization 


Esther Kiss Pallos, American 
|story editor for Sir Alexander 
| Korda, is collaborating with Joel W. 
| Schenker on a dramatization of 
| Bertita Harding’s novel, “Age Can- 
not Wither.” Book was published 
last week by Lippincott. It's a story 
of Eleanora Duse and Gabriele 
D’Annunzio. 


Plans are now being made for a 
New York production of the drama- 
tization. Agent Annie Laurie Wil- 
| liams reps all of those involved. 
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JESSEL COMMUTING N_Y.-L.A. 


After winding his current engage- 
ment on New Year's evé at the Car- 





ABC Balks at 946 Bite 
To Give McNeill Chance 
At Long-Sought Pic Break 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
McNeill, “Breakfast Club” 
m.c., has an option on an original 
screenplay by Arch Oboler, which 
several studios are yearning to pro- 
duce. McNeill is panting to make his 
long-delayed bow before the camera, 
but ABC, which owns “Breakfast 
Club,” insists that it’s not going to 
pay expenses involved in shifting 
the show from Chi to the Coast for 
five or six weeks. 

Network estimates the transfer 
will cost about $94,000. McNeill feels 
that this estimate, besides being fan- 
tastically high, disregards the fact 
that the ABC program property will 
be benefited by film exploitation. 
Network spokesmen in countering 
ask, why should ABC sign extra 
checks to launch McNeill’s film ca- 
reer? 

Three studios have angled for Mc- 
Neill in the past, but the deals 
haven't jelied because of his insist- 
ence on control over the choice of 


Don 


story. Oboler’s screenplay, titled 
“Breakfast in the Country,” was 
written this summer. McNeill, who 


has held off from Hollywood a long | 
time, thinks the Oboler opus will | 
give him a flying start in films. 


DURANTE’S $6,500 FOR 
3D N.Y. COPA ENCORE 


Jimmy Durante will make his first 
New York nitery appearance since 
1944 with a four-week date at the 
Copacabana, starting Feb. 5. He’s 
reported in at a salary of $6,500, 
which is regarded as a favor to Copa 
boniface Monte Proser, a close friend 
of the Schnozola’s. This will mark 
Durante’s third appearance at the 
Copa. 

The headliner lineup at the Copa, 
following the current run of Peter 
Lind Hayes and Mary Healy, is in- 
definite. There's no topper booked 
between Hayes’ closing Jan. 12 and 
Schnoz’s opening. There’s the pos- 
sibility that either Tony Martin or 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis may fill 
the gap. 


You, Too, Can Be An 
Antique Shepkeeper 


Pauletie Goddard and husband 
Burgess Meredith will open an an- 
tique shop in Nyack, N. Y., Dec. 21. 
It’s within a few miles of their farm. 

Miss Goddard, while in England 
recently making a picture for Sir 
Alexander Korda, bought $100,000 
worth of furniture to stock the shop. 
She and Meredith will be partnered 
in it with Herbert Kende, of the 
Kende Galleries, which is associated 
with Gimbel Bros., N. Y. 
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Bryan Foy 
considers the 


“Right Word at 
(Sometimes ) 
Wrong Time’’ 


an editorial fecture 








nival, N. Y., George Jessel heads for | 
the Coast to spend two weeks hud- | 
dling on his upcoming 20th-Fox pro- | 
ductions, “Call Me Mister” and | 
“Burlesque.” 

On Jan. 15, he’s dated to open at | 
the Copacabana in Miami Beach: 


in the forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARTETY 


ee 





This Week's Football 











— By Harry Wismer 
(Sports Director, ABC Network) 
College 
*GAMES WINNERS TPOINTS 
Southern California-Notre Dame .......... Notre Dame ............ s. 14 
SE eee ot, , een ee cep ye es LSU peas i 
Villanova-Kentucky (Cleveland) _ a eee Kentucky ca Paw ae Cue ks wee 7 


(Games are played Saturday afternoon unless otherwise stated.) 





Pro Football 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


GAMES 

Chi Bears-L. A. Rams .......... : 
Detroit Lions-Green Bay Packers .. 
N. Y¥. Giants-Wash. Redskins .. 
PhillyEagles-Chi Cards ion 
Pitt Steelers-Boston Yanks ... 


ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 


Baltimore Colts-Cleveland Browns 
Brooklyn Dedgers-N. Y. Yankees . 
L. A. Dons-Chi Rockets 
San Fran-Buffalo Bills . 


(Games are played Sunday afternoon, unless otherwise stated.) 
126; Ties, 20; Pct., 


- Wins, 283; Losses, 


WINNERS POINTS 

eer si Re Cae ar ee are ae b 
Packers ..... \ AER é. 
Redskins ...... j a © 

Bd ware tas abe “ 7 
asad » rer itteniwees § 
EL: dd edo uieien be na oe ee 

. Yankees ... MG ae 27 

avinsd : Dons Portree fee . oa RO 
geass San Fran. Pacieck | 


692, 


(Ties don’t count) 


* Home team mentioned first. 
t Points represent predicted margin 


of victory, not the official odds. 





King a Mugg Fan? 

Writing about Princess Eliza- 
beth’s wedding and the recep- 
tion last week, Bob Hope sug- 
gested that King George must 


be a Varirry reader. As the 
comedian expressed it in his 
syndicated column: y 

“And it was really heart- 


warming when the royal couple 
thanked each American star for 
coming over. I was particularly 
surprised’ by the king, who 
seemed to know in what pic- 
tures each individual star had 
played. After listening to him 
you’d swear they get VARIETY 
at Buckingham Palace.” 


FREEDOM TRAIN HEAT 
CONTINUES IN MEMPHIS 


Mempt is, Dec. 2. 

The hotfoot handed the Freedom 
Train by local authorities continues 
to be the major topic of raging dis- 
cussion here. City fithers turned 
down proffered date for visit rather 
than forego application of the race- 
segregation idea. 

However, a citywide mass meet- 
in: to regain the Freedom Train 
dates, announced by the local Amer- 
icans For Democratic Action, Amer- 
ican Veterans Committee and 
League of Women Voters, has been 
cancelled by those oganizations “be- 
cause of the inflammatory spéeches 
made by Mayor Pleasants” over all 
‘Memphis radio stations on the sub- 
ject. 

Spokesmen for the mass meeting 
said the Mayor’s remarks had been 
so violent as to stir up trouble in 
the event the Freedom Train does 
come to Memphis. Claiming their 
point had been made by the ava- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Eva Brings Bullfights Back 
To Arg. After 131 Years 


Montevideo, Nov. 25. 

Argentina is to have  bullfights 
again, after a lapse of 131. years. 
They were forbidden in 1816, after 
the country won independence from 
Spain and Spanish customs. 

Senora Eva de Peron, as a result 
of her recent jaunt to Spain and 
other European countries, has re- 
introduced the fashion and has 
sponsored corridas (bullfights) in- 
augurated in Rosario, the country’s 
second largest city, on Columbus 
Day. 

Over 10,000 spectators have at- 
tended the bullfights organized in 
Rosario at the Rural Society's 
grounds, and toreadors were 
brought from Peru. The very first 
corrida had plenty of thrills when 
toreador Cayetano Palomino was 
gored. Palomino, together with 
Manolo Martinez and Ricardo Arti- 
gas, were the stars of the Rosario 
shows. 

Managers are now dickering with 
the River Plate stadium in Buenos 
Aires, with a seating capacity of 
120,000, where football games are 
held on weekends and holidays, to 
put on further corridas. An Ar- 
gentine toreador, Raul Ochoa Ro- 
vira, and the Spaniards Pepe Luis 
Vazquez and Parrita, have been 
signed up. It’s estimated that the 
bullfights would gross around $30,- 
000 per performance. 

Senora de Peron has a financial 


























interest in the eee as a oom 
mercial enterptise. 





RATTIGAN BACK TO ENG. 
FOR ‘WINSLOW BOY’ PIC 


Film version of Terence Ratti- 
gan’s successful drama, “The Wins- 
low Boy,” is scheduled to roll in 
Britain some time in January ac- 
cording to the author who sailed for 
London, Friday (28) aboard the 
Queen Mary. Picture rights to the 
play were bought by Sir Alexander 
Korda shortly after its London 
preem in May, 1946. Here for eight 
weeks, the playwright attended the 
New York opening of “Boy” at the 
Empire Oct. 29. 

Already set for the picture, said 
Rattigan, are Robert Donat who will 
portray Sir Robert Morton while 
Celia Johnson will have the role of 
Catherine Winslow. Negotiations 
are pending for Sir Ralph Richard- 
son as the film’s third star. Screen- 
play is by Rattigan. 

Also on Rattigan’s agenda are two 
short plays-which he has already 
completed. They are “High Sum- 
mer” and “The Browning Version.” 
Both will star John Gielgud: Plays 
originally were to have been offered 


in London this winter under the 
auspices of H. M. Tennent, Ltd., and 
Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd. However, 


Gielgud’s chores: in the Broadway 
production of “Medea” and the forth- 
coming “Crime and Punishment” due 
to preem at the National, N. Y., Dec. 
22, have caused a moveback of the 
Rattigan plays until spring. 


Gladys Cooper, Va. Bruce 
Sail to London and Paris 


Gladys Cooper, veteran’ British 
stage and film actress, sailed Friday 
(28) aboard the Queen Mary on a 
brief vacation in Britain. She will 
visit her daughter and son-in-law, 
Robert Morley, before returning to 
the Coast. Actress, who recently 
completed a stint in Metro's forth- 
coming Gable-Turner-Baxter  star- 
rer, “Homecoming,” said she must 
be back at the studio by Dec. 27 
for possible retakes on the film. 

Also sailing was Virginia Bruce 
who plans to join her husband, Ali 
Ipar, in Paris. She'll be gone about 
a month and has no immediate plans 
for future film work although she 
expects to resume radio chores upon 
her return. Her last picwre is 
Paramount's unreleased Edward G. 
Robinsen starrer, “The Night Has a 
1,000 Eyes.” 


Joan Davis Wins Divorce 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Joan Davis won an uncontested 
divorce from Si Wills on charges of 
marital neglect. 

Comedienne testified Wills, who 
writes her radio show, tore her part 
in it to pieces, . 


Rosalind Keith’s Act 


Rosalind Keith is being groomed 
by Music Corp. of America for the 
class niteries, this marking a come- 
back for a w.k. Hollywood person- 
ality who has been singing in- 
formally in some of America’s most 
famed homes. As Mrs. Hernando 
Courtright, wife of the president and 
managing director of the Beverly 
Hills Hotel, she is an intimate of al- 
most every film notable. 

. Formerly a society singer, Miss 
Keith convinced Jules C. Stein, head 
of MCA, that she’d like to take a 











whir] at it professionally, and is cur- 
rently in«New York getting an act 
in shape, 














| 


‘TS 
_ 14 


‘TS 
12 
10 


20 
27 
. 16 


IC 


tti- 
ns- 


AC- 
for 
the 
the 
ler 
lon 
uht 
the 
the 


aid 
ile 

of 
ns 
rd- 


wo 
dy 
m- 
n.’” 

vs 
ed 


nd 
er, 
ay 
th- 
ue 
ec, 
he 


ut 


ss” 


“d 
of 


10 
rt 





— 


Se 





ae 


Wednesday, December 3, 1947 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 8 








Semenenko Offers $5,000,000 for UA: 
Pickford Opposes Chaplin on Sale 


Serge Semenenko, Boston banker, * 


has indicated to United Artists own- 
ers willingness to pay $5,000,000 for 
the company, it was learned this 
week. Semenenko was in the syndi- 
cate, headed by Si Fabian, that last 
summer was all set to give $12,500,000 
for the company. 

Owner Charles Chaplin is report- 
edly interested in the new bid, but 
his partner, Mary Pickford, is still 
hopeful that UA’s affairs can be suc- 
cessfully worked out and the present 
ownership continue. Same lineup 
prevailed when negotiations for the 
previous sale collapsed, 

Semenenko, it is learned, is not in- 
terested in anything but 100% owner- 
ship of UA. He feels that he can 
solve the financial difficulties which 
have cut off UA’s product supply by 
the unavailability of loans to indie 
producets. His ultimate aim, once 
the company is operating full scale, 
is said to be possible merger with 
Robert R. Young’s Eagle Lion. Sem- 
enenko’s First Boston Corp. has made 
a heavy loan to EL’s parent company, 
Pathe Industries, and Semenenko and 
Young are close friends 

Semenenko, it is understood, has 
not made a firm offer for the com- 
pany, but in talks with the manage- 

(Continued on page 18) 





Byrnes Arguing 
‘20th Decree Plea 


James F. Byrnes, former U.S. Sec- 

retary of State and an ex-Justice of 
the U. S. Supreme Court, will argue 
for 20th-Fox on appeal from the 
Government anti-trust suit when it 
comes up before the high court dur- 
ing the week of Jan. 12. Decision to 
call on Byrnes, who was originally 
retained solely in an advisory ca- 
pacity was disclosed during meets 
last week and this of attorneys for 
the eight majors. 
* Byrnes figured prominently in ne- 
gotiations for a settlement of the 
anti-trust action which recently fell 
through. _ There'll be no one at- 
torney arBuing for the Big Five or 
the Little Three. Whitney North 
Seymour of Bartlett, Simpson & 
Thacher will speak for Paramount; 
Judge Joseph M. Proskauer for 
Warner Bros.; John W. Davis for 
Metro; and Col. William J. Donno- 
van for RKO. Little Three will be 
repped by Ed Raftery, United 
Artists; Louis Frohlich,, Columbia 
and probably Thomas Turner Cooke 
for Universal. 

Legalites for the majors have 
agreed to ask the clerk of the Su- 

(Continued on page 20) 


BENJAMIN’S QUICKIE 
FLIGHT FOR RANK MEET 


Robert Benjamin, prexy of J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s U. S. org., planes today 
(Wed.) for London on a quickie one- 
week trip. Benjamin will huddie 
with Rank and his top execs for 
briefing on latest developments of 
the British film situation. 

On his return, Benjamin will re- 
port to Nate J. Blumberg, Univer- 
sal’s prexy, and J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of the board. Blumberg 
will then take off for the Coast, week 
after next. ' 


Jarratt Due in N. Y. For 
Skouras and Rep. Meets 


Sir Arthur Jarratt, head of Brit- 
ish Lion, planes in from London 
Monday (8) for a three-week stay. 
He's making the trek to see Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, and Her- 
bert J. Yates and James R. 
Grainger, Republic’s toppers. It's 
unlikely that he'll go to Hollywood. 

BL is distrib wing of Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s outfit. Jarratt’s talks 
with Skouras will center on the six 
Korda pix which 20th will distribute 
in the U.S. Discussions with Rep's 
toppers will cover handling of the 
Yank company’s releases in Britain 
by the Korda unit. 











Tom Connors’ EL Talks 


Stall as Bill Heineman’s 
Name Enters the Field 


Eagle 
talks with 


20th-Fox sales chief, are now on the 
downbeat. It’s currently considered 
highly unlikely that Cennors will 
move into EL to assume supervision 
of worldwide sales. Huddles have 
become increasingly spaced, with 
neither side indicating a possibility 
of agreement. 

Understood that the top distribu- 
tion spot of overall supervision is 
still open and that EL will very 
likely fill it in the future. Prelimi- 
nary talks, it’s reported, have been 
started with William J. Heineman, 
who’s now Universal’s sales topper 
for the J. Arthur Rank division. Be- 
cause of the close tie between Rank 


Lion’s employment - pact 


Tom Connors, erstwhile 


and Robert Young, controlling 
stockholder of EL, Heineman is a 
natural choice. Several other film 





HENGE BIZ EYES 
EXTENDED TIME 


Despite indications that the film 
companies will turn out some 506 
pictures in 1948, an increase of 39 
Over the current year, there’s still 
expected to be a shortage of top A 


product for first rim houses. Indus- 
try sales officials, consequently, al- 
ready seeking extended playing time 
for their product, now warn that 
unless exhibs kick through with 
longer runs, they face the danger of 
running out of so-called “big” prod- 
uct before the year’s end. 


Discounting reports from _indif 
exhibs that they’ve attempted to 
create an “artificial” shortage, the 
majors claim ‘there’s nothing much 
they can do about the situation. With 
the exception of Paramount and 
Warners, most of them have very lit- 
tle backlog of product and even 
those two companies won't be able 
to release enough A films to fill the 
breach if the other majors run short. 
Majority of sales chiefs declare 
they’re willing to step up releases if 
its found the market can absorb more. 
but claim that it’s practically impos- 


(Continued on page 18) 


MORE PIX IN 48 BUT FEWER A’S? 








SIMPP in Surprise 


Move Petitions 


For Complete Theatre Divorcement 





Chevalier Clicks In 
French, Flops With Eng. 
Dialog, in Montreal 


Montreal, Dec. 2. 

Playing in a double situation, 
Maurice Chevalier’s picture, “Man 
About Town,” was a boxoffice flop 
in Montreal last week in one theatre 
but proved to be a smash hit in its 
original French version, “Le Silence 
est D’Or,” at another house. Open- 
ing simultaneously in two theatres 
in this 65% French-speaking me- 
tropolis, the English-commented ver- 


+ Complete divorcement of the Big 


Five’s theatres is demanded of the 
U. S. Supreme Court by the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers in an application filed Tues- 
day (2) for leave to appear on the 
appeal as amicus curiae (friend of 
the court). In a surprisingly harsh 
stand, SIMPP declares that “nothing 
short of complete divorcement of ex- 
hibition from distribution and dis- 
solution of defendants’ exhibition 
chains will suffice to restore an open 
competitive market.” 


Whether divestiture will be a 
burden on the defendants has noth- 
ing to do with the case, SIMPP as- 
serts. Moreover, the record shows “a 
compelling need” for divorcement, 





sion had to be pulled after only a4 
five-day run at the Capitol. But at 
the Orpheum, the all-French picture | 
is heading into its second week still | 
drawing large crowds. 

Fiasco of “Man About Town” at 
the Cap was attributed to the fact | 


| that Chevalier’s public in Montreal | 


is mostly French and they are going 
to see him in “Le Silence est D'Or.” 
On the other hand, English-speaking 


(Continued on page 16) 


it’s argued. “The peril to our con- 


tinued existence as a democracy 
springing from the threat of control 
of so vital an industry by an ag- 
Bgregate of economic power in the 
hands of a few is obvious. Certainly 
if we are to be zealous in protect- 
ing freedom of the press and of the 
radio, we must be no less vigilant 
in assuring a free, open and com- 
petitive movie industry.” 


The indie producer, application de- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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HOUSE IN 


The current confusion attendant to the 
“Communist purge” decision last week again 
points up the grave need for the picture busi- 
ness to improve its public relations. The press 
reaction is as diffused and confused today as it 
has been since the film industry was mickey- 
Feeneyed by Mr. J. Parnell Thomas, 
Ever since the October sessions by the House 
un-American Activities Committee on the film 
probe, the sum total which has emerged is an 
accent on the fact that Hollywood must be 
“harboring Communists,” else what’s all this 
shootin’ about? 


From a confused and diffused straddling of 
the issue, the management end of the picture 
business moved to a graver decision—get rid of 
any Reds or suspected Reds. “The 10 men 
who refused to state their political beliefs did 
the motion picture industry a great disservice,” 
is the reasoning by management in irrevocably 
attempting to ‘rid itself of any suspicions of 
Communistic taint. 


Protagonists of the purge move, apart from 
the biased or hysterical witch-hunters, see the 
wisdom of protection against subversive influ- 
ences which, if permitted to work in the dark 
under the cloak of free speech, infringement 
of the right of suffrage, the First Amendment, 
or call it what you will, can be fraught with 
many dangers. Perhaps the headlines from 
Italy and France, and what Communistic infil- 
tration can do to the normal pursuits of two 
nations fighting for postwar economic survival, 
best points that up. 


From within the trade, there are the ex- 
tremes too. Every picture may take on new 
values or distortions in their audience reac- 
tions. When personalities like Bogart, Kaye, 
Bacall, Cantor, Garfield, Fonda, Goddard, Hef- 
lin, Hepburn, Huston, Kelly, Loy, Meredith, 
McGuire, Peck, Wilde, who are known liberais, 
but who are no more Communistic than Col. 
McCormick, get bandied around in the public 
mind as “commies,” then the confusion and 
diffusion can border on economic damage. 


The picture business knows that. The com- 
mie purge move is but the first step towards a 
more directly aggressive and affirmative pro- 
gram to leave no room for public doubt. 


But the picture business should act fast now. 
It must dramatize within the trade first that 
it is a business of public favor. The action to 
dramatize to the publie that the industry took 
this step to divest itself of any Kremlin re- 
flection at the core must be effectively followed 
up within the business and particularly in 
Hollywood. The lack of good public relations 
is perhaps best pointed up by the contrarily 
good tack which Howard Koch took in his open 
“Letter to My Fellow Workers in the Motion 
Picture Industry” when he stated unequivocally 
that he is not and never has been a member of 
the Communist Party. He added, however, a 
thought which the perhaps ill-advised “unholy 
10” might have well adopted as a credo, instead 
of the foolhardy defiance to tell a duly ordained 
Congressional Committee that it was none of 


ORDER-II 


their business. He stated, in denying any Com- 
munistic tinge, that he “reserves the right to 
refuse to make it (any statement on his politi- 
cal beliefs) if I so choose at any future hearing 
of the House Committee on un-American Ac- 
tivities.” 

A more judicious technique, clearly and 
forthrightly stating their position in a 
post-Thomas * committee press conference, 
would have turned the trick, the industry 
thinks. In short, out of the star-chamber and 
committee-privileged environs they could have 
hurled the defi to maligners from L.A. to D.C. 
and gotten a better USA rating. But, 
because of some curious esprit de corps, 
they went down en masse. Only Emmet 
Lavery, as a “voluntary” witness, made certain 
to accent the fact that his strong church ties 
alone would forfend any allegiance to Com- 
inunism or any other foreign ism. 


The big job for the business now is to keep 
Management and the Guilds unified and not 
permit any fever or fervor to distort realistic 
values. The picture business, as an industry, 
has perhaps the top record for unselfishness 
and sacrifice of any industry in America. In 
fire, flood and famine, as well as during the 
war, the film industry has rallied to so many 
causes that the sheer weight of the statistics 
must rout those who would deride Hollywood. 
It’s a-sorry note that the hysteria, superinduced 
by exterior forces and an ideology so foreign to 
America, should put so patriotic a business as 
pictures on the defensive, but apparently that’s 
a necessity now. 


And if it’s necessary to covenant all talent 
henceforth against sensitive issues—be they 
frivolous or serious—then it’s also good busi- 
ness to make sure about “get off that soap box.” 
Since the screen is a business of public favor, 
any ideology foreign to the major and im- 
mediate chore of cinematic entertainment may 
well be construed as bearing the same “out” 
for management as infractions of the morality 
clause. 
of the times is such that the suggestion of 
Communism has the same odor as infractions 
of good personal behavior, which is an auto- 
matic out for management. 


The industry, in the last month of a troubled 
year, faces too many crises on many fronts. 
They run the gamut from embargos abroad to 
mounting costs and lessening profits domes- 
tically. It cannot risk the additional headache 
and hazards of political complications to im- 
pair, abridge or complicate the best boxoffive 
results in a free market. Freeing itself from 
any taint of Communism is sound American- 
ism. Those who are hurt doubtlessly will have 
ample opportunity for recourse and satisfac- 
tion—morally, ethically and economically—if 
deserving. But right now the picture business 
itself deserves a break. It needs it. Since Oc- 
tober the national press has put a spotlight on 
films which far transcends the fundamental 
purpose of the fourth largest American indus- 
try—that of entertainment. 


This is “M” day for the film biz. Abel. 


Fact is _that-the-tempoand temper | 


clares, exists “as the only creative 
force competitive to the defendants. 
(Continued on page 20) 


Church Pressure 


Axes Pitt ‘Outlaw’ 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

In face of terrific pressure from 
Catholic church and Legion of De- 
cency, Shea’s Fulton theatre here is 
pulling “The Outlaw” tonight 
(Tues.) at the end of its first week 
despite the fact that picture will 
have hung up a new all-time house 
record. Film is expected to do be- 
tween $24,000 and $25,000, previous 
mark of $19,000 having been held by 
“Kid From Brooklyn.” 

Management of Fulton simply an- 
nounced that “Outlaw” was coming 
out “in its best interests” although 
it’s understood that action was taken 
to forestall threatened year’s boycott 
if house kept the Howard Hughes 
picture on. 

According to inside information, 
Fulton was to have been blasted 
from every Catholic pulpit in the 


(Continued on page 6) 
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MPA Surprised at Thunder of Silence’ 


Reaction to Commie Purge Move; Some 
Press Comment Strongly Pro and Con 





Anxiously awaiting press and man-® 


jn-the-street reaction to its ban on 


alleged Communists in the studios, 
the film industry this week—much 
to its amazement—found the move 
had been received with “almost a 
thunder of silence,” as one surprised 
Motion Picture Assn. exec quipped 
Monday (1). MPA at the end of last 
week had a spot check made of edi- 
torial opinion expressed in the 
country’s 90 most important news- 
papers and discovered that hardly a 
dezen had commented at all. 


Many more papers did have edi- 
terials on Congress’ action in citing 
for contempt the 10 witnesses who 
refused to answer questions of the 
House Un-American Committee on 
their political affiliations. This oc- 
curred the day before the industry 
announcement and won wide com- 
mendation by the nation’s press. It 
may have had some bearing on the 
lack of editorials on the move of the 


“film industry’s brass in New York. 


Within the industry itself, the re- 
action was also suprisingly apa- 
tl.etic. Certainly it aroused strong 
reaction in Hollywood ‘itself, due to 
friendships and associations with 
those affected, as well as because of 
strong political beliefs. Among in- 
dustryites in New York and other 
parts of the country there was little 
enthusiasm for the strong action, but 
a generally resigned feeling that it 
was something that had to be done 
under the circumstances. Those op- 
posed to the move were fewer but 
more vociferous than those in favor. 


Reason for the hushed response in 
the press to Erie Johnston’s state- 
ment is thought by some MPAites to 
be that it might be too close to home. 
If the public reaction engendered 
‘by a Congressional committee can 
force one form of mass communica- 
tion to fire workers, press might 
feel—it’s thought—that it could be 
next, 

Press Comment 

New York Herald Tribune, Wash- 
ington Post and PM were the only 
papers in the MPA’ 90-paper check 
that expressed strong doubt or op- 


Polling the Probe 


The Gallup Poll on Monday 
(i) revealed an almost even 
division of opinion on the ques- 
tion of the House Un-American 
Committee’s handling of the 
Hollywood probe. A ‘small 
plurality of those queried 
thought the 10 who refused to 
answer committee questions 
should be punished. 

The handling of the investiga- 
tion was approved by 37%, dis- 
approved by 36%, with 27% 
having no opinion. The non- 
answering writers and directors 
should be punished according to 
47%, while 39% think they 
should not be and 14% have no 
opinion. Segment of population 
with least education plumped 
greatest for punishment, while 
college grads were 54% to 34% 
against the contempt proceed- 
ings. 

Eight out of every 10 asked 
had heard of the investigation. 











position to the anti-Communist ac- 

tion. The others either found it 

commendable or limited themselves 
(Continued on page 20) 


NEW BILLS FOR-AGAINST 
PROBING COMMITTEES 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Following in wake of the contempt 
citations against the 10 Hollywood 
figures last week, Congress is being 
deluged by a flock of resolutions af- 
fecting the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities and its chief tar- 
get, the Communist Party. At least 
three of the bills introduced recently 
‘would have a serious impact on the 
committee's eontining probe of sub- 
versive elements in the film industry. 


According to one resolution put 
into the hopper by Rep. Gordon Mc- 
Donough (R., Cal.), membership in 
the Communist Party would be con- 
sidered a treasonable act with im- 
position of corresponding penalties. 
Bill urges that “Communism be de- 
fined and declared to be not a polit- 
ical policy, but is an internal con- 
Spiracy...which advocates and prac- 
tices deceit, confusion, subversion, 
revolution...which has for fts pur- 
poses the overthrow of government 
by force and violence.” 

McDonough’s bill covers the rec- 
ommendation of Eric Johnston, Mo- 





* tion Picture Assn. prez, who recently 


asked Congress to incorporate in its 
statutes a law permitting industry to 
fire known Communists. Strong 
wording of this resolution, it was 
pointed out, would not only make 
Communists eligible for dismissal but 
jail as well. , 

From another wing of the House, 
Rep. Helen Gahagan Douglas (D., 
Cal.), entered a bill that would clip 
the powers of the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee. Under her 
resolution, all legislative committees 
would be forced to conduct their 
proceedings in a more judicial man- 
ner. Bill advocates the right of coun- 
sel to witnesses, the right to make an 
oral statement and the right to rea- 
sonable cross-examination. Another 
resolution for the killing of the Un- 
American Activities Committee was 
introduced by Rep. Jacob Javits ‘R., 
WN. Y.). 


Execs Divided 
On Strength Of 
Red Purge Move 


While all of the 48 industry brass- 
hats at last week’s New York policy 
meeting stood up to make the final 
count unanimous in favor of the 
anti-Communist’ resolution, there 
was a considerable division of opin- 
ion in inner councils on how strong 
the action should: be. “Liberal” 
viewpoint in the 1il-man subcom- 
mittee which drew up the policy 
statement was strongly spoken for 
by Samuel Goldwyn, Dore Schary 
and Walter Wanger. They received 
ardent support from former Secre- 
tary of State James F. Byrnes, spe- 
cial counsel to the Motion Picture 
Assn 


Although both the main and sub- 
committee meetings were held in 
camera, it was learned that Gold- 
wyn was bitter in his denunciation 
of the whole action. His viewpoint 
was that producers should bear the 
responsibility for what is in their 
pictures and that by firing and re- 
fusing to hire alleged Communist 
writers and directors they were ad- 
mitting their own ineptitude at ex- 
ercising their responsibility. He de- 
clared in the subcommittee huddles 
that the firings were buck-passing 
and the setting up of fall guys to 
absorb blame—which if it existed at 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Roosevelt Story’ Set 
For 400 UK. Playdates 


“Roosevelt Story,” semi-documen- 
tary biopic of the late FDR, will 
preem in London early in January 
and is booked for 400 firstrun en- 
gagements throughout the United 
Kingdom immediately afterwards. 

British distribution of the film, 
produced by Tola Productions, is to 
be handled by Pathe, whose man- 
aging director, William Moffatt, 
signed the booking pact. Most of 
the theatres that will play it are in 
the ABC circuit. 

“Story” 
the U. S. and elsewhere abroad by 
United Artists. 
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PCA Scores Purge - 


Roundly condemning the film in- 
dustry for capitulating to the House 
Un- American Activities Committee, 
65 prominent citizens, including 
show biz personalities, charged in 
jan open letter that Hollywood “has 
opened the door to Government 
censorship of all communication me- 
dia.” Issued by the arts, sciences and 
professions council of the Progres- 
sive Citizens of America, statement 
was signed among others by Garson 
Kanin, Ruth Gordon, Deems Taylor, 
Leonard Bernstein, O. John Rogge, 
Olin Downes, Uta Hagen, Paul 
Robeson, Mare Blitzstein, Dorothy 
Parker, Robert Heller, Goodman 
Ace, Libby Holman, Minerva Pious, 








Philip Loeb and Jerome Chodoroy. 


is being distributed in 


Including Scandinavian 


Stockholm, 

International repercussions be ie 
tioa of U. S. producers last week 
in deciding to oust alleged left- 
tinged writers and directors. was 
heard here. Sprin;;boarded by Eric 
Johnston’s announcement in New 
York, a large group of Swedish film- 
ites made a protest to the American 
Embassy on actions recently of the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 

Group, eonsisting of 24 actors, 
writers and directors, delivered. a 
resolution to the Ambassador pre- 
testing “the action taken -by the 
Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties against some of our American 
colleagues.” 


Rep. McDowell Alleges 
Moffitt’s Anti-Commie 
War Cost Him His Job 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Jack Moffitt was fired as a Holly- 
wood screen writer because of Com- 
munist pressure against him, Rep. 
John McDowell (R., Pa.), member of 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, told the House last Fri- 
day (28). Moffitt was one of the 
witnesses before the Committee dur- 
ing its recent hearings here, charg- 
ing that the Screen Writers Guild 





_..|}was “under Red domination.” 


“There has been a great scream go 
up in the Communist Daily Worker 
and from a few thin voices in Holly- 
wooed,” said McDowell, “that the 10 
Communists who were cited for con- 
tempt by this House are going to 
lose their $100,000-a-year positions 
in the ‘film industry. I do not know 
whether this is true or not, as the 
Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties has nothing to do with who is 
hired or fired in Hollywood. 

“But I would like to point out to 
the film industry that the only per- 
son I know who actually lost his job 
because of Communism in Holly- 
wood was a gentleman named Jack 
Moffitt who was fired and barred 
from selling the product of his mind 
to the film makers, not because he 
was a Communist or a Communist 
Fellow Traveller, but because. he 
openly and vigorously opposed Com- 
munism, pointing out that these 10 
men were Communists, and their 
grip was so strong on the people who 
produced the films that America sees 
every day that a year and one week 
ago, Jack Moffitt was taken out- of 
the business as a script ‘writer in 
Hollywood because he was exposing 
Communism. 

“I challenge the film producers of 


California to investigate this state- 
ment.” 


Montez Files 250G Suit 

Over U-I ‘Exile’ Billing 

Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

Maria Montez filed suit for $250,- 
000 against Universal-International, 
charging the studio with failure to 
carry out an agreement to give her 
top billing in the Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., production, “The Exile.” 

Federal Judge J. F. T. O’Connor 
issued a temporary order restrain- 
ing Universal from issuing publicity 
or billing on the picture until the 
hearing, slated for Dec. 5. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Martin Block 
Harris Brown 
Sidney Buchman 
Marian Carr 
Joan Caulfield 
Bob Cobb 

Hume Cronyn 
Gene Kelly 
Arthur M. Loew 
Diana Lynn 
Douglas MacLean 
Ilona Massey 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Charles C. Moskowitz 
Hal Roach, Sr. 
John Rubel 

E. L. Scanlon 
Arthur Schenck 
George A. Smith 
Barry Sullivan 
Vera Vague 
Richard Whorf 
Carey Wilson 























Not Even in Jest 
Columbia has an old Rodgers 
& Hart legit musical, “Pal Joey,” 
on the agenda, and of yp the 
legit shoyw ey thich Bent 


‘22% 1h $A O® bi Tout 


Gene Kelly (now a Metro star) 
to attention was anything but 
Communistic. 

None the less, because of the 
Stalin connotation that prop- 
erty is currently a ticklish 
property, 





\Technicality Keeps Trumbo and Cole 


AtM-G But RKO Axes Scott, Dinytryk 
‘And 26th-Fox Lets Out Lardner, Jr. 





-MPA’s Press Crossley 


Hammering away at winning 
public opinion to the side of the 
film industry, following the re- 
cent House Un-American Com- 
mittee hearings on Hollywood 
Communism, the Motion Picture 
Assn. last week issued two bro- 
chures. One was a _ 10-page 
pocket-size reprint of MPA prez 
Eric Johnsten’s statement to the 
committee during his appear- 
ance before it. on Oct. 27. 

The other was a 58-page 
pamphlet containing photo-offset 
reprints in full of 82 editorials 
from the nation’s press and 30 
excerpts of others commenting 
on the hearings. The great ma- 
jority of the editorials are criti- 
cal of the committee’s handling 
of the probe. 





cated today. 


plained 


| Washington, 


the record 


citation.” 








Grand Jury May 


Get 10 Contempt 


Citations Today 


Washington, Dec. 2. 


The 10 contempt citation cases will 
probably not be presented to the 
Federal Grand Jury here before to- 
morrow (3) or Thursday, it was indi- 
The cases were ex- 
pected to be offered yesterday to the 
special Grand Jury convened last 
week but there was not sufficient 
time to get them ready. 
Fay, the U. S. district attorney, ex- 
that the cases were not 
turned over to him until the latter 
part of last week and that his assist- 
ants were busy with indictments for 
the regular Grand Jury. 
Last Wednesday, counsel for the 
cited 10 made another unsuccessful 
effort to block action. 
Kenny and Bartley Cc. Crum, 
California, and Martin Popper, of 
called upon Attorney 
General Tom C. Clark to shelve the 
House citations and not permit them 
to be presented to a Grand Jury. A 
similar request was made of George 
Morris Fay, U. S. Attorney for the 
District of Columbia, whose office 
.| received the citations. 
The move, of course, was one for 
in the event the case 
should go up to the Federal appel- 
late courts. In the petition to Clark, 
a copy of which also went tc Fay, 
the A. G. was urged to “instruct the 
United States Attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia not to present the 
citations to the Grand Jury. As At- 
torney General of the United States, 
the people’r attorney, you are called 
upon to exercise your independent 
judgment on the presentation of this 
The brief argued that the 


(Continued on page 23) 





N.Y. to Europe 
Robert Benjamin 
Virginia Bruce 
Gladys Cooper 
Margalo Gillmore 
Greta Keller 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Wladimir Lissim 
Jan Struther 
Terrence Rattigan 
Michael Weight 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Lauren Bacall 
Humphrey Bogart 
Sidney Franklin 
Dorothy Gulman 
Grace Hayes 
Bob Hope 
Carol Hughes 
Sammy Lewis 
Nicola Lubitsch 
Lou Mandel 
Lana Turner 
Paul Villard 
John M. Whitaker 
Soi Zatt 


Europe to N. Y. 
Jane Barrett 
Belvins Davis 
Gracie Fields 
Beatrice Lillie 
Artur Rubinstein 
George Shearing 
Jobn C. Wilson 
Mrs. Cobina Wright 


George M. 


Robert W. 
of 


o Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Dalton Trumbo and Lester Cole, 
slated for axing at Metro in con. 
nection with Red purge, still hold 
their jobs owing to legal obstacles, 
E. J. Mannix, studio manager, and 
attorney Maurice Benjamin, hud- 
dled all day Monday (1) trying to 
figure out angle to jump or bypass 
legal hurdies presented by Trumbo’'s 
contract. It’s understood his pact 
has no so-called “morality clause,” 


and there is no apparent out for the 
studio. 

Cole’s pact, it was stated, pre- 
sents no such problems but the 
studio is withholding firing him in 


order to axe both together. 

RKO was the first studio io act 
in the industry - wide purze. 
Adrian Scott, producer, and Edward 
Dmytryk, producer-director, were 
dismissed and two pictures they had 
lined up for pfoduction were 
dropped from the studio schedule, 
Third to go was Ring Lardner, Jr., 
screen writer, who was tossed out 
of 20th-Fox. 

Pictures cancelled by RKO were 
Scott's “The Boy with Green Hair,” 
a story stated to have social impli- 
cations, and Dmytryk’s “The White 
Tower,” a tale of Switzerland with 
an international background. An- 
other Dmytryk production, “The 
Harder They Fall,” will be turned 
over to another RKO producer. 

RKO’s ousters of Scatt and 
Dmytryk read: “You have recently 
refused to answer certain questions 
propounded by a commiitee of the 
House of Representatives. By your 
conduct in that regard and by y 
actions, attitude, associations, pub- 
lic statements. and general conduct 
before, at and since that time you 
have brought yourself into disrepute 
with a large section of the public, 
have offended the community, have 
prejudiced this corporation as your 
employer and the motion picture in- 
dustry in general, have lessened 
your capacity. fully to comply with 
your employment agreement and 
have otherwise violated your em- 
ployment agreement with us.” 

The following statement was is- 
sued by Scott and Dmytryk: 

“We have received our dismissal 

(Continued on page 23) 


> 
AND IRENE’S LEGITER 

David O. Selznick arrived in New 
York Thanksgiving Day (27) to 
spend the weekend school holiday 
with his two sons and expects to 
remain east another week or 50. 
Another purpose of his visit is to be 
on hand for opening tonight 
(Wednesday) of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” legiter which his estranged 
wife, Irene, is producing. 

Selznick is also east to accept one 
of the Chinese government's high- 
est decorations, the Order of the 
Brilliant Star, tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). It is being awarded in recog- 
nition of his “unstinting efforts” on 
behalf of China Relief, in which he 
has been active as a board member 
for the past seven years. Decora- 
tion will be presented by the 
Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Wellington 
Koo, at the St. Regis hotel, N. Y. 

-Paul MacNamara, Selznick’s v.p. in 
charge of advertising and publicity, 
and Neil Agnew, prez of Selznick 
Reieasing Organization, also arrived 
in New York frem the Coast over 
the weekend. MacNamara was 
bedded with the grippe on Monday 
(1). He‘s to work with Bob Gillham, 
eastern pub-ad chief, on the cam- 
paign for “Paradine Case,’ which 
will be SRO’s next. 

Agnew was on the Coast to huddle 
on a number of decisions and con- 
fab with Charles P. Skouras on Na-. 
tional Theatres’ returns on “Duel in 
the Sun.” NT’s Fox-West Coast also 
will be used for test engagements 
on “Intermezzo,” which Selznick is 
planning to reissue. If it goes well, 
SRO will set up a special sales force 
to handle it so it won't interfere 
with release of “Paradine.” 








‘Paradine’s’ Oscar Piich 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

David O. Selznick registered the 
first official entries in the Oscar 
Derby with “The Paradine Case” as 
the best picture and Alfred Hitch- 

cock as the best director of 1947. 
Picture, currently in the scoring 
and editing stages, will be show in 
a Los Angeles theatre late this 
month, its only sereening before i 





January opening in New York. 
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~ Breakdown of Color and Filmusicals 
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Kelly in London to Represent UA 
In Rank’s Move to Sell GCFC to Odeon 


London, Dec. 2. 

Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
exec v.p., is expected here by air to- 
morrow (Wednesday), for the pur- 
pose, it is understood, of registering 
the company’s objection to J. Arthur 
Rank’s proposal for sale of his Gen- 
eral Cinema Finance Corp. to his 
Odeon Theatres circuit. UA owns a 
274%2% interest in Odeon and, like 
many other stockholders, is under- 
stood highly disturbed at Rank’s 
proposal, 

Last week’s announcement of the 
sale plan brought much bitter com- 
ment anent Rank and his motives. 
It was alleged in film and financial 
circles that GCF, which finances the 
Rank pix and is almost wholly 
owned by him, is not much of a 
moneymaker. On the other hand, 
Odeon, which is publicly owned, 
shows large profits, it was said. 

Reasoning is, therefore, that Rank 
is trying to hang the weak-sister 
finance corporation on the lusty the- 
atre chain, which would redound to 
his own profit but work against the 
Odeon stockholders. Rank, in a 
public statement, denied this, claim- 
ing the move is merely a simplifica- 
tion of his operations and not of wide 
public interest. 

Financier and producer declared 
press comment on the deal was “mis- 
chievous and misinformed.” He said 
shareholders of 90% of the Odeon 
stock were consulted and approved 
the move. It’s reported about 

(Continued on page 18) 





EDDIE GOLDEN SETS BR. 


FOR HIS NEXT UA FILM 


Arrangements were completed in 
New York last week by Edward A. 
Golden for financing of his “Texas, 
Brooklyn and Heaven,” which he 
will produce for United Artists re- 
lease. He expects to return to the 
Coast at the end of this week or 
early next week and have the film 
in production by Feb. 1. 

Originally labeled “Eddie and the 
Archangel Mike,” pic has been de- 
layed for months by difficulties of 
completing production financing. 
Combination of the crackup of the 
foreign market and melee in UA’s 
internal affairs have made it all but 
impossible for indies distributing 
through the company to obtain bank 
and second money. 

Golden arranged for first money 
with the Continental Bank, N. Y., 
and through personal sources for the 
remainder. ; 





Rep to Reissue Jennifer’s 
Pic When She Made $75 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Republic’s “New Frontier,” Jenni- 
fer Jones-John Wayne starrer made 
in 1939, when she was known as 
Phyllis Isley, is up for reissue. Aside 
from a “Dick Tracy” serial, film was 
her only stint for Rep. 

Plans are to use the Jones mon- 
icker in reissuing film. She was mak- 
ing $75 weekly then and was dropped 
after pic wound up, after which 
David O. Selznick picked her up and 
loaned her to 20th-Fox for “Song of 
Bernadette,” her first hit. 

When 20th wanted Miss Jones 
again for “Laura,” he nixed it be- 
cause he didn’t think the story was 
800d enough for her. Gene Tierney 
made pic while Miss Jones went into 
‘Cluny Brown” for 20th. 


4 





Maurice Bergman 


(who certainly should know about 
those things) has a few things to 
say about 


“Crisis Is the 
Backbone’”’ 


in the 


42d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


UA Will Contest 
Cagney s Life 
Going Via WB 


United Artists will fight any at- 
tempt by James and William Cagney 
to give “Time of Your Life” to an- 
other distributor for release, but 
concedes presence of a clause in 
their UA pact which might place 
the deal made with Warner Bros. 
last week beyond any court contest. 
Clause gives them the right to can- 
cel their UA release deal if they find 
it impossible to obtain production 
financing. They claim to have now 
reached that impasse. 

Since “Time of Your Life” is com- 
pleted, UA holds that it in no way 
can be affected by the cancellation 
clause. Nevertheless, William Cag- 
ney has stated publicly he will not 
deliver it to UA and has held it 
several months since work on it was 
completed. UA has heard nothing 
officially about either the refusal to 
deliver “Life” or the WB deal, so 
can take no legal action as yet. Can- 
cellation to go with Warners will be 
carefully scrutinized for legality, of 
course. 

Agreement with Warners covers 


(Continued on page 16) 


BOGART TERMS WASH. 
TRIP A ‘FOOLISH’ MOVE 


Characterizing his recent appear- 
ance in Washington as a member of 
the Committee for the First Amend- 
ment as. “ill-advised and even 
foolish,’ Humprey Bogart issued the 
following statement yesterday 
(Tuesday) in explanation: 

“My recent trip to Washington, 
where I appeared with a group of 
motion picture people, has become 
the subject of such confused and 
erroneous interpretations that I 
feel the situation should be clarified. 


“IT am not a Communist. 

“IT am not a Communist 
sympathizer. 

“J detest Communism just as any 
other decent American does. 

“IT have never in my life been 
identified with any group which was 
even sympathetic to Communism. 

“My name will not be found on 
any Communist front organization 

















(Continued on page 18) 





| 


STUDIOS SEE ‘EM 


Ad OUREFIRE 8.0. 


Despite the high costs almost in- 
variably involved in producing 
large-scale musicals, film studios will 
offer at least 32 big song-and-dance 
films within the next year. And, 
despite Technicolor production being 
more costly than ever 
parent easing in the current logjam 
at the Techni processing labs, 


or some other process. 

Figures are incomplete, since few 
of the companies have announced 
their total number of releases for 
the forthcoming year, 


or in various stages of production. 
Reason for the apparent paradox 
involved in turning out more costly 
pix during a period of uncertain 
riarket conditions is merely an at- 
tempt to establish some bulwark 
against a further dip in grosses. 
Musicals, even in the worst condi- 
tions, have always been veritable 
guarantees of good earnings. “Color,” 
by the same token, is always a magic 
marquee word. With the film com- 
panies casting about for almost any 
means of bolstering sliding grosses, 
(Continued on page 23) 


Joel Bezahler New Aide 
To Rodgers; M-G Kicks 
Off 4-Day N.Y. Sales Meet 


Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers teed off the company’s di- 
vision sales managers meet yester- 
day (Tuesday) at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., with the announcement that | 
Joel Bezahler, heretofore homeoffice | 
assistant to the midwest division | 
sales chief, had been promoted to the | 
post of executive assistant to Rodg- 
ers. 


With assistant general salesmana- 
gers Eddie Aaron and Edwin M. 
Saunders aiding Rodgers currently 
at the homeoffice, Bezahler’s ap- 
pointment brings to four the num- 
ber of top homeoffice sales execs. 
He’s the first member of the sales 
staff to assume that position, since 
Rodgers has operated heretofore 
without such an aide. 

Rodgers opened the four-day meet 
by briefing his field sales toppers 
on the company’s forthcoming prod- 
uct. It’s believed unlikely that he’ll 
reveal the total numbers of pictures 
to be released by Metro during 1948, 
as other companies have done pre- 
ferring instead to operate only a 
few months in advance of current 


(Continued on page 16) 











and no ap-| 


the | 
film companies will nonetheless have | 
some 48 tinted films, utilizing Techni | 


but they rep- | 
resent those films already scheduled | 


32 TUNERS, 48 COLOR PIX IN 48 














W. A. S. Douglas 


double-features 
**A. Story From Phila- 


delphia and a Tale 
From London” 


* * 


an Editorial highlight in the 
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| 

| forthcoming 
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42d Anniversary Number 
of 


| VARIETY 
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Grant Resigns 
As UA Board Rep 


Arnold Grant has resigned as a 
representative of Mary Pickford on 
the United Artists board of direc- 
tors. His resignation was handed in 


not to makg the fact known, since 
it was feared announcement would 
upset banking negotiations pending 
at the time. 


While the board technically ~ re- 
fused to accept the attorney’s bow- | 





Producers and Guilds Continue 
_ Parleys on Purging Pix of Reds 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Producers and guilds continued 
through today (Tuesday) the series 
of meetings that began last Friday 
(28) with the returns of industry 
toppers from the New York sessions 
on ridding the industry of alleged 
Communists. Producers, at their 
meetings in Louis B. Mayer’s office, 
were trying to work out methods of 
carrying out last week’s anti-Red 
decision, while the guilds were in- 
tent on seeing that none of their 
members was unjustly harmed. 

A five-hour joint session was held 
Friday between producers and the 
guilds. It’s understood that no satis- 
factory conclusion was reached on 
| the Communist issue and both sides 
| then began a series of separate 
meetings. 

Emergency session of the Screen 
Writers Guild board followed the 
general huddle, with prexy Sheridan 
Gibney declaring that because “of 
the gravity and complexity of the 
problem that arose” in the meeting 
with the producers, the SWG board 
“is seeking to work out a program 








For Mary Pickford’ 


|a joint statement by the SWG, the 


| aS 


with the actors and directors to pro- 
tect the rights of our members and 
the industry as a whole.” He said 


Screen Directors Guild and the 
Screen Actors Guild would be issued 
soon as they can formulate a 
common policy. He denied that the 


SWG had acted as yet on firing of 


two months ago, but he was asked | 
| the 


|out from the affairs of the company, | 


jhe has not been attending directors’ 
meetings. Resignation has now been 
accepted. Grant will continue, how- 
|ever, as Miss Pickford’s counsel, his 
Coast firm, Prinzmetal & Grant, rep- 
resenting her there and his eastern 
firm, Weisman, Grant, Nova & Dos- 
|kow, representing her in New York. 
| Grant said yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he felt his resignation was ad- 


made it impossible to attend board 
meetings regularly, Occasional at- 
tendance, he added, did not make it 
possible to provide any “construc- 
tive contribution.” 

Another Pickford director re- 
signed a few weeks ago, although 
that was under somewhat strained 
circumstances without the amica- 
bility that has marked Grant's 
departure. Other director was 
Franklin Cole, an investment bank- 


(Continued on page 22) 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Thanksgiving Week Upbeat — ‘Dolphin,’ 


‘Life,’ 


‘Mitty,’ ‘Body,’ ‘Unconquered,’ ‘Fun’ Make Big Six 


With very few exceptions, business 
at firstruns throughout the country is 
forging ahead this week wiih a 
healthy boost from Thanksgiving 
week holiday crowds and upped 
scales for the occasion. Only a few 
key cities indicated early Christmas 
shopping was hurting the usual Tur- 
key Day upbeat. 

“Green Dolphin Street’ (M-G), 
with playdates in some 19 keys, is 
soaring to national boxoffice peak 
this stanza. It’s way ahead of near- 
est b.o. rivals currently. Even in the 
offish cities such as Louisville, it’s a 
leader, even though not as socko as 
elsewhere. 

Bob Hope’s “Where There's Life” 
(Par) is in second groove by a 
healthy margin with about 15 new 
playdates. Also up in the big coin 
of the week are “Walter Mitty” 
(RKO) and “Body and Soul” (UA) 
in that order. “Unconquered” (Par) 
and “Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) round 
cut the list of Big Six money-getters. 

Runners-up are topped by “Wist- 
ful Widow” (U) and “This Time for 
Keeps” (M-G). The former, Abbott- 
Costello comedy, shapes solid in 
Providence and big on second week 
in N. Y.. besides doing okay in Cin- 
cinnati and Minneapolis. 

Of the newcomers launched this 


week, “Daisy Kenyon” (20th), “Out 
of Past” (RKO), and “Exile” (U) 
shape up as having greatest possibil- 
ities. “Whispering City” (EL), 
backed by a good stage layout, looks 
nice in San Francisco, while “Love 
From Stranger,” from the same dis- 
tributor, is solid on preem in N. Y. 

“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) is doing 
well in Denver in two houses. “Ha- 
gen Girl” (WB), while disappointing 
in Baltimore and Washington, is 
okay this week in Chicago and In- 
dianapolis. “Thunder in Valley” 
(20th) is making such a mild show- 
ing in initial week at N. Y. Roxy 
that it may not be held over two 
stanzas. Picture was disappointing 
when released several months ago 
under original title, “Bob, Son, of 
Battle,” in a couple of test dates. 

“Had to Be You” (Col) shapes 
nicely this round in Balto and Pitts- 
burgh. “Escape Me Never” (WB) is 
doing mildly in Cincy, Cleveland, 
Philadelphia and Louisville, Huge biz 
that’s being racked up this week by 
“Mitty” in such keys as Washington, 
Providence, Minneapolis, Boston, 
Cleve., Balto. and L.A. is in line with 
the strong showing in N. Y. where 
film is in 16th week. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 





visable, since his frequent Coast trips | 


three of its members as a result of 
new industry policy. [Dalton 
Trumbo and Lester Cole are, as yet, 
not off Metro's payroll; see separate 
story.] 

The SWG membership met Mon- 
day (1) night for a long discussion 


(Continued on page 16) 





‘NEW HIGH REACHED 


ON PICTURE LOANS 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
While other banks were showing 





| 
| 


a strong tendency to lay off loans for 
picture-making, a new high for such 
loans was reached (1) by the Bank 
of America here. Record scored was 
both for amount and number of such 
deals, according to Bernard Giannini, 
v.p., in charge of film financing. 
Previous high was reached June 1, 

Giannini declared that producers 
are generally cutting budgets. The 
last few to submit propositions for 
financing had costs 15% to 20% un- 
der what they were six months ago, 
he said. 

The past three weeks has seen a 
slight easing in the number of ap- 
plications, Bank of America exec 
said, and a drop is anticipated dur- 
ing the next few months, then a 
pickup again. He judged the present 





high may be due to producers’ an- 


'ticipation of the first Monday in 
| March, when all exposed negative 


| 


regularly comes in for a levy by the 
state. 

Banker said 1947 had been a ban- 
ner year for pic loans, with each 
month seeing increased business. 
Loans have been made mostly to 
established production units rather 
than many new firms. Bank still 
wrote the ticket, Giannini declared, 
and stuck to it always, so there were 
no losses, and there’s no anticipation 
of any despite unsettled situation in 
the film business. 


‘Good News’ Brevity 
Cues M-G Sales Policy 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


With “Good News,’ Metro adopts 
a sales policy that William Rodgers, 
sales head, has been advocating for 
years: shorter running time for big 
budgeters, 

Firstrun exhibs have been com- 
plaining they can’t get good turn- 
overs with pix that run two hours 
or more. Even “Dolphin Street,” 
which ran 138 minutes, cut five min- 
utes, not much but something. Ex- 
cept for specials like Paramount’s 
“Unconquered” and RKO’s “Electra,” 
exhibs are demanding films. under 
100 minutes. “News” runs $3, and 
is first of Metro’s toppers to meet 
demand. 
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Despite 


Church Pressure ‘Amber’ 


Topped Nov. B.0., ‘Body and Soul No. 2 





With a record number of playdates* 


the forepart of the month, “Forever 
Amber” (20th) easily sailed off with 
the November boxoffice champion- 
ship, according to weekly b.o. reports 
from Variety correspondents in 
about 22 representative U. S. key 
cities. Technicolor opus finished 
first, far ahead of its nearest com- 
petition in two weeks, was second in 
a third stanza and fourth even in 
the other week, although mainly 
holdover in final November session. 


“Amber” hung up $1,600,000 in the 
four weeks in keys covered by 
Variety, biggest total in years to be 
reached by a single picture in a four- 
week period. This was about $800,000 | 
ahead of its nearest competitive pic- 
ture, and was recorded despite | 
strong opposition from the Catholic | 
Church. 


Second place went to “Body and 
Soul” (UA) although this pic was 
On general release only three weeks 
during the month. Remarkably big 
showing was turned in even though | 
business dipped generally nation- 
wide in the week ending Nov. 26. 
UA-Enterprise entry nosed out “Un- 
conquered” (Par), which dropped 
down to third slot largely because it 
was launched in so few addition keys 
during the final two weeks of No- 
vember. DeMille pic held near the | 
top in first three weeks, being uni- 
formly strong te smash in initial 
stanzas wherever played. 

“Walter Mitty” (RKO-Goldwyn), 
which had started in only a few 
scattered spots during October, re- 
flected additional playdates and 
real strength to move up from sev- 
enth, (in October) place to fourth 
position, where firmly entrenched as 
the month ended. 

Fifth Place Battle 

‘Magic Town” (RKO? and “Had To 
Be You” (Col) fought it out for 
fifth place, with the James Stewart's 
numerous fPlaydates also clocking 
good business. “Had To Be,” in sixth 
spot, landed in fourth position na- 
tionally one week and deserved this 
rating because doing nice trade in 
nearly all locations. 

“Song of Love” (M-G) racked up 
some™solid business in some loca- | 
tions in two weeks of the month, but | 
could not make better than seventh, | 
being inclined to be spotty, espe- 
cially on heldevers. “Christmas 
Eve” (UA) completed the month 
eighth from top largely via fairly 
good representation three weeks out 
of four. “This Time for Keeps” 
(M-G) won ninth position, ‘nosing | 
out “Where There’s Life” (Par). 
Latter was just getting started as the 
month ended, with many prize 





bookings for the Bob Hope comedy | 
likely to be held fer the year-end | 
holiday season. ' 


“Life With Father” (WB) copped 


| 
—— 
! 


RR 


Nov.’s Golden Dozen — 

. “Forever Amber” (20th), 

. “Body and Soul” (UA). 

. “Unconquered” (Par). 

: “Walter Mitty” (RKO). 

“Magic Town” (RKO). 
“Had To Be You” (Col). 

. “Song of Love” (M-G). 

. “Christmas Eve” (UA). 

. “Time for Keeps” (M-G). 
“Where There’s Life” (Par). 

11. “Life With Father” (WB). 

12. “Dolphin Street” (M-G). 


20th and Church Still 
Tussling Over ‘Amber’ 
But New Rating Seen 


“Forever Amber” remained this 
week in the Catholic Legion of De- 
cency’s “condemned” category, 
though 20th-Fox officials are hope- 
ful that a change in classification 
will be forthcoming momentarily. 

Spokesmen for both the Legion 
and 20th refused to comment on 
what cuts, if any, had been made in 
the film. Long delay in the Legion’s 
decision indicates the problem of re- 
vamping the picture is a tough one 
te solve. It’s known that 20th prexy 
Spyros Skouras huddled all day last 
Wednesday (26) with Legion offi- 
cials and both outfits have held in- | 
tensive huddles on “Amber” during | 
the week. 


Evidence that the. “condemned” 
rating on “Amber” was hurting the 
boxoffice continued to roll in. More 
exhibitors, it’s reported, wanted out 
of their contracts rather than risk 
the wrath of local church dignitaries. ' 

What stand Philadelphia’s Dennis 
Cevcinal Dougherty would ta’e if 
the film were reclassified has still 
not been determined. The Cardinal 
last week tossed his threatened one- 
year boycott at the Fox, Philly, and 
at any other house in his nine-coun- 
ty archdiocese playing 20th product, 
because the Fox hadn’t pulled the 
picture within the 48-hour deadline 
he set up. 


J 4 y 
Pitt ‘Outlaw 
Continued from page 3 
city this past Sunday (30) had not 
theatre agreed to pull “Outlaw.” 
| After hurried telephone conferences 


CcCaonarrwn 


— 
a 














‘between John Walsh, manager of 


al- | 


llth spot while “Green Dolphin | house, and his homeoffice, decision 
Street” (M-G) managed to hit 12th. was made in time to avoid possibility 


Last-named was displaying some 
marked strength although not dated 
in many places. . 

Runners-Up 

Best in runner-up elassification for 
November are “Fabulous Texan” 
(Rep), “Exile” (U), “Spirit of West 
Point” (FC), ‘Wild Harvest” (Par), 
“Merton of Movies” (M-G) and 
“Ride Pink Horse” (U). 

Besides “Dolphin Street,” new en- 
trants showing greatest potentialities 
as the month ended were “Fugitive” 
(RKO) “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th), and “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO). “Agreement,” while 
launched in only two keys, did such 
smash trade in these two bigger 
cities that outstanding business seems 
assured when given additional play- 


dates. 
“Bachelor and — Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) and “Welcome Stranger.” 


two champ business-getters of previ- 
ous months, evidenced their rare 
stamina by snagging great trade in 
the few big key cities where teeing 
off during November. 





Mystery Pickets Join 
Pitt Bill Briefly 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

The Fulton had another attrac- 
tion this week besides “The Out- 
law.” It was “The Pickets’ Mys- 
tery.” 

Couple of fellows showed up right 
after the pic opened, carrying signs 
which read “ne decent person will 
attend this performance,” and re- 
fused to identify themselves. No- 
body else could either. No religious 
or other organization laid claim to 
them. 

Meantime, the pickets just came 
ang wept, remaining briefly. when: 
the crowds were thickest. 


| of ban. . 
Although similar pressure was 


_ brought on Harris Amus. Co. when 

“Forever Amber” opened last month, 
| picture played ‘three and a half 
weeks downtown between Harris 
; and Senator theatres. Finally, how- 
,ever, John H. Harris, head of the 
' circuit, agreed not to play it in any 
_of his nabe houses. “Amber” began 
several indie dates here recently, 
and film came out after a single day 
‘in many locations because of church 
action, 


Memphis Nixes ‘Orleans’ 
Memphis, Dec. 2. 

Chairman Lloyd T. Binford, of the 
Memphis censor board, already un- 
'der fire in legal action of UA and 
| Hal Roach against his censoring of 
| “Curley,” has finally ruled against 
|showing of Jules Levey’s “New 
| Orleans” in Memphis. 
| Binford declined to discuss the 
ban with the press, but is under- 
| stood to object to prominence ef 
| Louis Armstrong, Negro jazz trum- 
peter, in the picture. Local snipper 
also was reported as critical of 
gambling sequences. 

Local board is _ increasingly 
secretive about its actions. It’s just 
_ been learned that Slim Gaillard Trio 
| was clipped from “Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi” when Monogram miu- 
sical was shown last week at the 
Strand. 








Ohio Lifts ‘Cress’ Ban 
Columbus, O., Dec. 2. 


Ohio Film Censor Board lifted a 
‘two-week ban on the showing of 


“The Burning Cross,” produced by 
Screen Guild Pictures, after deleting 
what it termed several “nauseating 


»jand brutal.scenes,” 


SoS SE nee wgearnrwns nara 


‘Window’ Stalled in N.Y. 
Because of Moppet’s Cold 


Shoot schedule on RKO'’s 
“Window,” first film from that com- 
pany to be lensed entirely in New 
York, is now running several days 
behind. Slowdown, however, is not 
due to any intricacies involved in 
eastern production. 

Bobby Driscoll, moppet star of the 
film, came down with a bad cold 
last week and, since he appears in 
almost every scene, it was found 
impossible to shoot around him. To 
date, producer Frederie Ullman, 
Jr., is well satisfied with working 
in N. Y¥. 


20th’s Move Into 16m 
Alerts TOA as Other 
Distribs Eye Field 


Plan of 20th-Fox to peddle 16m 
films commercially in marginal areas 
| coupled with rumors that other com- 
| panies may travel the same road is 
| speeding plans of the Theatre Own- 
ers of America to grapple with the 
problem. TOA is calling a meeting 
of its 16m committee in New York, 
Dec. 10, to consider exhib counter- 
moves. 

It’s expected that the committee 
will arrange conferences with the 
various majors and also call in the 
16m associations for huddles. Con- 
fabs are slated with a view of find- 
‘ing out if steps to cure points of un- 
|fair competition can be taken with- 
out an intra-trade battle. 








TOA committeemen attending the | 


|meet will be Myron Blank and Fred 
| Kent, co-chairman; and Emanuel 
Frisch, Gil Nathanson, W. W. Grif- 
‘ fin, Sidney Lust, N. L. Carter, Mitch- 
ell Wolfson and Arthur Lockwood. 
TOA’s top brass will sit im. 
Committee is concerned because 
there are 60,000 narrow-gauge pro- 
jectors already distributed in the 
U. S. and the manufacturing industry 
is tuned up to turn out 40,000-50,000 
yearly. Rentals on 16m prints aver- 
age $250,000 yearly to a major dis- 


trib and it’s felt that sort of income 


doesn’t warrant distribs risking loss 


.of income from standard features. 
| Wider use of 16m attractions by de- 


partment stores, ball parks, fraternal 
meeting and churches are cited. 


PAR STEPPING OUT IN ’48 
ON 16M DISTRIBUTION 


aramount, which has been hold- 
| ing off on Overseas 16m operations 
'for the past , car will step out in the 
field early in 1948. A. L. Pratchett, 
Par’s manager for Latin America, is 
booked to tour his sector in January 
to study narrow-gauge possibilities. 
Company is still uncertain whether 
profits would be healthy enough to 
warrant full-scale 16m campaigns. 
Pratchett will either greenlight a 
hemispheric drive or call off the 
whole thing. 

To date, Par has only gore into 
the Philippines and Malaya with 
16m prints. Those two locales have 
been turning in a small profit. Oper- 
ations have been marked for expan- 
sion into Cuba and a few other Car- 
ibbean islands. 

Company's definitely decided on 
marketing narrow-gaguge celluloid 
in France once the politica’ and 
economic aimosphere clears there. 
France was definitely tagged because 
ag an estimated 3,000-3,500 out- 
ets. 











FACTOR’S 20c DIVVY 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Max Factor Company reports net 
earnings of $1,660,760.03 for nine 
months ending Sept. 30. Profits be- 
for taxes were $2,863,379.37, on basis 
of 80% per share total dividend for 
year on Class A common publicly 
owned, 20c per share dividend re- 
quirement for 1947 being $747,251.60. 
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*“My Favorite Story” 


Variety’s Annual Sympo- 
sium of the Year’s Best 
Anecdota 
@s recounted by 


'| KATHARINE CORNELL 
ORSON WELLES 
BENNETT CERF 
EDDIE CANTOR 
EARL WILSON 


in the forthcoming 


42d Anniversary Number 
of 
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The Lubitsch Touch’ 


Death of Ernst Lubitsch this week cuts by one the very few directors 


office lure. 


colades for “the touch.” Probably 


winner for Paramount. 


public at large. 


PCC Drive Hits 8196 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Third Annual Appeal for subscrip- 
tions to the film industry’s Perma- 


nent Charities Committee has 
reached a total of $819,336, or 63% 
of the goal. 

Eagle Lion, Disney and Tech- 


nicolor are the first studios to forge 
ahead of their 1946 contributions. 


Exec Prod. Says EL Has 
‘Arrived’ Because Of 
Available Loanouts 


Eagle Lion, after 15 months of 
tough sledding in which the com- 
pany brought out 23 pix, has finally 





Aubrey 
Speak- 


producers, according to 


Schenck, EL exec producer. 
ing for Bryan Foy, studio chief, 
Schenck declared: “We're now 
established. That means any star 
from another studio is available to 
us on leanout. The only question 
is whether it pays us to do the bor- 
rowing.” 

There'll be a total of 24 pix made 
by and for the company during the 
1947-48 season, exclusive of western- 
ers and action films, Schenck said. 
Home lot will make 12 top-budgeters 
and six Bs. Indie producers will 
make up the balance. Included in 


| that figure are two which Walter 


Wanger will complete on the lot by 
next October. First Wanger effort 
will be “The Blank Wall,” starring 
Joan Bennett. 


Schenck estimates production nut 
for the year at $18,000,000. Two 
Cinecolor films, “Prince Valiant” and 
“Lorna Doone” may set the company 
back as much as $1,800,000 apiece, he 
said. As for low-budgeters, Harry 
Thomas, former prez of PRC (now 
absorbed by EL) will take on the 
entire oater program. He's con- 
tracted to deliver eight westerns 
during the year. There'll also be 
six to eight cheapies from outside 
producers including Matty Kemp, 
Lionel Toll, Frank Satenstein, Jerry 
Briskin and Maurice Rapf. 

The big thing, Schenck said, is 
the rush to make location films with 
EL joining the parade by planning 
five for the current season. What's 
new is that EL has issued orders 


arrived in the cstimation of other | 


whose names carried boxoffice drawing power on theatre marquees, 
During the ’20’s znd °30’s, “the Lubitsch touch” became a special box- 
As late as last year, his “Cluny Brown” won critical ac- 


his top performances were early in 


sound film's history when he handled “The Student Prince” for Metro 
and then pioneered the comedy with songs in “Love Parade,” a terrific 


Cecil B. deMille, Frank Capra, D. W. Griffith and Rene Clair are 
perhaps the only other directors whose names meant something to the 





Ernst Lubitsch 
Dies on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

| Ernst Lubitsch, 55, vet film direc- 
tor and producer whose career 
spanned the industry’s rise over the 
past 35 years, died suddenly Sunday 
(30) at his Bel-Air home, near Hol- 
lywood, following a heart attack. He 
had been under medical care for a 
heart condition for the past several 
years. 


Recently returning to the 20th-Fox 
lot after a prolonged illness, he was 
| half-finished with his director-pro- 
| ducer chores on “This Is the Mo- 
iment,” a Betty Grable- Douglas Fair- 
banks starrer. Earlier this year, he 
had signed a 15-year pact with the 
studio which extended a producer- 
director’ contract drawn up in 1943. 


Born in Berlin, Lubitsch began his 
theatrical career as an actor, but 
later turned to writing and directing 
under the tutelage of Max. Reinhardt. 
After staying with Reinhardt for 
seven years, he turned from legit to 
directing and producing films, a 
medium in which he soon achieved 
outstanding success. Among his 
early pictures were “Passion” and 
“Deception” which introduced Pola 
Negri and Emil Jannings to the U. S. 


In 1922, he was broughi to this 
country by Mary Pickford to direct 
her in “Rosita.” Following a series 
of hits, he went to Warner Bros., 
where he directed “Marriage Cir- 
cle,” “Lady Windermere’s Fan” and 
others. Later, he did “The Student 
Prince,” “The Patriots,” “Kiss Me 
Again” and “So This Is Marriage.” 
He also introduced Maurice Cheva- 
lier in “Smiling Lieutenant” and 
Jeanette MacDonald as the star of 
“Love Parade.” At 20th during the 
past four years he produced “Heaven 
Can Wait,” “Royal Scandal” and 
“Cluny Brown.” 

Last March, Lubitsch received a 
special “Oscar” at the annual pres- 
entation of awards by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for his “contributions to, the indus- 
try in 25 years as a director.” 


COL. FOLDS STORY DEPTS. 

















not to wait for weather on location 
shooting. “Rain used to be a buga- 


bo, but it’s no longer so,” producer 
said. “If it’s raining and the light- 
ing is uncertain, we shoot it any- 
way. We've learned that the audi- 
ence will accept it as a touch of 
naturalism and not just poor photog- 
raphy.” 


Johnston Pinch-Hitting 
As Schary Hurries West 


Eric Johnston will substitute for 
Dore Schary tomorrow (Thursday) 
at an awards dinner of the Golden 
Slipper Square Club in Philadel- 
phia. The RKO production chief, 
who was called back to the studio 
from New York suddenly on Sunday 


(30), was to have received a Hu- 
manitarian Award from the Masonic 
order for “combating bigotry” with 
the picture “Crossfire.” 


Motion Picture Assn. prexy will 
accept the honor for Schary while 
Francis S. Harmon, MPA veepee, 
wil sub for him as industry 
rep at the dinner in New York at 
which Nobel awards will be passed 
out next Wednesday 
other events, Schary was forced to 
cancel by his hurried departure was 
a talk at Harvard next Monday (8). 

Schary's return to the Coast was 
requested by RKO prez N. Peter 
Rathvon and Metro production top- 
per Louis B. Mayer. Following a not 
completely satisfa~tory meeting with 
the talent guilds on the Communist 
question in Mayer's office Friday 
(28), Schary’s presence was desired 
t» strengthen the producers’ side, 
since the RKO topper is a former 








scripter and member of the Screen 
Writers. Guild, -- — - 


(10). Among |; 


IN NEW YORK, LONDON 


Following the lead of Universal, 
Columbia last week completely 
wiped out its New York and London 
story departments. Company greatly 
retrenched last September, leaving 
virtually skeleton staffs, which were 
handed pink slips and severance pay 
the day before Thanksgiving. 

Janet Wood, eastern story ed; 
Beatrice Aronson, her assistant, and 
Albert Johnston, a reader, who have 
comprised the entire New York staff 
since Sept. 12, were instructed to 
close up shep the day they got their 
notice. Likewise Mrs. Susan Dali- 
son, who headed the London story 
department. 

All companies have retrenched on 
coverage of stories and plays since 
the economy wave hit the industry 
following the British tax imposition 
in August. Only U and Col, how- 
ever, abolished the departments 
completely, with others cutting 
down in varying degrees. Metro did 
least slicing, despite the bevy of top- 
a execs in its story depart- 
ment. 


_ WB’sN. Y. Sales Meet 


Preliminary to a stepped-up dis- 
tribution campaign during 1948, 
Warner Bros. is holding a two-day 
sales meeting of district managers 
beginning tomorrow (Thursday) at 
the home office. Ben Kalmenson, 
general sales manager, will preside. 


Other execs scheduled to address 
the meet on forthcoming product 
and promotion plans include Mort 
Blumenstock, vice-prexy over ad- 
| publicity; Jules Lapidus. Roy Haines 
;and Norman Ayres, division sales 
| mahagers; and Ed Hinchy, head of 
jttie playdate department: © | , 
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MAJORS SET COURT TRAP VS. BIDS 





Jackson Park Decisi 


on Forces B&K 


Into a New Flexible Policy in Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 


Conferences between Paramount's 
homeoffice lawyers and the brass of 
the Balaban & Katz circuit have re- 
sulted in a decision on how Chi’s top 
theatre chain will meet the radically 
new conditions laid down: by the 
Jackson Park decree, Henceforth, 
B&K’s five Loop showcases will 
follow a flexible playing policy vary- 
ing with each individual film. In 
the main, the situation will be gov- 
erned by the amount of first-run 
product available at the time. 

With the two-week ceiling on 
Loop first-runs, there’ll be times 
when two or more B&K deluxers 
will play the same pic day-and-date. 
Simultaneous bookings will be 
adopted when a film is considered 
strong enough to keep two houses in 
the Loop busy or when product is so 
tight that day-and-dates are the only 
answer. At other times, these show- 
cases will follow their past habit of 
each booking different pix. 

Another form of operation will 
alse be slotted by B&K toppers. 
That’s to play films first-run as 
regional houses in situations away 
from the Loop. In such instances, 
several of the B&K deluxers may be 
relegated temporarily to second-run 
position. 

WB’s Edge 

Two Warner Bros. houges on the 
southside have corralled an unwit- 
ting advantage from the decree. 
Jeffrey and Capitol, along with the 
Jackson Park, are now in a position 
to bid for first-run in that sector. 
Incidentally, the decree, which offi- 
cially became operative yesterday 
(1), was put to the test last week 
when Paramount offered the Jack- 
son Park an opportunity of bidding 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Warners will make a _ two-reel 
tinter out of “The Grass Is Always 
Greener,” based on a one-act play 
by Betty Smith and Howard Finch 

. Herbert Rudley completed his 
role in “Casbah” at Universal-Inter- 
national and moved into Sierra's 
“Joan.” ,.. First of the Academy- 
sponsored films about the motion 
picture: industry will be produced 
at RKO by Edgar Peterson, execu- 
tive assistant to Dore Schary ... 
Clinton Sundberg draws a featured 
part in “Easter Parade” at Metro. 

R. G. Springsteen will direct “The 
Heart of Virginia,” racetrack story, 
at Republic ... Whit Bissel and Don 
Beddoe checked in at Universal-In- 
ternational for roles in “Another 
Part of the Forest.” ... Phil Ford 
drew director chores on “Cimarron 
Trails,” starring Allan Lane at Re- 
Ppubiic . . . John Emery appears in 
6,100 feet of the Frank Seltzer pro- 
duction, “Let’s Live Again,” which 
has a total footage of 6,300... 
Pandro S. Berman draws producer 
reins on “The Bribe,” a magazine 
yarn by Freder'ck Nebel, recently 
bought by Metro. 

June Havoc will play a Russian 
girl in “The Iron Curtain” when 
the troupe returns from Canada to 
the 20th-Fox lot ... Una Merkel 
checked in at Metro for added 
Scenes in “Virtuous.” .. . Alan 
Young signed for one of the leads 
in “Sweet Sue” at. 20th-Fox . 
“Apartment for Peggy” is the re- | 
let’se tag on “Apartment for Susie” 
at 20th-Fox ... Wally Cassell plays 
a character role in Columbia’s “The 
Loves of Carmen.” .. . Jack Votion 
arrives this week after three years 
in Europe, where RKO had shut 
down its production liaison office . . . 
Bob Tansey left for India to film 
jungle scenes for “Man-Eaters of 
Kumaon,” which Monty Shaff and 
Frank Rosenberg will produce for 
Universal-International release. 

Francis L. Sullivan, currently 
playing in Sierra’s “Joan,” is mull- 
ing a legit play on Broadway next 
Spring. ..Stanley Clements, recently 
released by Paramount, is - playing 
On the same lot in the Paulette God- 
dard starrer, “Hazard”...Raymond 
Burr checked in at Eagle Lion for a 
tole in. “Corkscrew Alley” 











Par Bows Out in Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 2. 

“Unconquered,” Paramount's 
Technicolor spectacular which 
has played at the United Artists 
theatre, Balaban & Katz house, 
for the past four weeks at ad- 
vanced admissions, was with- 
drawn today as the first casualty 
of the Jackson Park decree. 
Cecil B. DeMille film will not 
play anywhere else in the Chi- 
cago area at upped prices. 

Decree doesn’t bar roadshow 
scales outright but enjoins de- 
fendants from forcing an exhib 
to take a film at hoisted price- 
tags. While Par’s sales force 
Says it’s had several “volun- 
tary” offers from exhibs, it 
doesn’t think the time’s ripe to 
raise the issue. 


Wallis’ 12 for Par 
Winds by Sept. 1 


Hal Wallis Productions will wind 
up its present 12-picture releasing 
deal with Paramount next Sept. 1, 
Joseph H. Hazen, Wallis’s partner, 
said Monday (1) on his arrival] in 
New York from Coast huddles with 
the producer. Negotiations for a 
new deal have been continuing with 
Par execs for a number of months, 
Hazen said, and will go on with the 
expectation of reaching an agree- 
ment before the current pact ex- 
pires, 

It has been decided to put three 
pictures into production by spring, 
which will complete the 12 due. 
First, which starts lensing Jan. 12, 
will be “Sorry, Wrong Number,” 
with Barbara Stanwyck and Burt 
Lancaster, directed by Anatole 
Litvak, It’s from a widely known 
radio suspense drama by Lucille 
Fletcher, which has been repeated 
on the air five times and has been 


(Continued on page 16) 


Jackson Park, Chi, Gets 
Ist Nabe Clearance Pic 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

First direct nabe clearance since 
Jackson Park anti-trust decision is 
that of “Dark Passage,” which 
opened last week in the Warner 
Bros. circuit houses, Capitol and 
Jeffery, day-and-dating with the 
Jackson Park. Pic is on a percentage 
deal, with film row wondering 
whether or not Warners-might use 
grosses to find whether picts play- 
ing day-and-date with Jackson Park 
will bring in favorably comparable 
grosses. One of the major points in 
the suit was the loss of revenue 
through controlled bookings in WB 
circuit houses. 

Other clearance switch was the 
booking of “Forever Amber” into 
the indie Loop house, Rialto, Dec. 3. 

















MASS EVIDENCE 
RUM TEST oALES 


With the U. S. Supreme Court 


scheduled to tee off hearings in the 


film industry’s anti-trust suit during 
the week of Jan. 12, it’s been 
learned that the majors have com- 
piled reams of evidence to prove 
that the competitive bidding system 
incorporated in the original decree 
is of no benefit to either exhibitor 
or distributor. 

Since the original suit was filed 
against the majors for their alleged 
restraint of trade practices, the com- 
panies are certain that the Court 
will come through with some form 
of selling that will insure a free 
and open market. Bidding, however, 
is not the answer, they’ll claim, and 
their legalites are expected to throw 
the book of evidence at the Court 
to prove their point. 


Chief fault found with bidding by 
the majors who’ve conducted ex- 
perimental tests with the system is 
the practice of many exhibs in of- 
fering bids way over their heads. 
Most of these, it’s been found, are 
desperately in need of product and 
so feel they can afford to gamble 
by bidding more than they can hope 
to pay. Too often, however, such 
exhibs have come pleading to the 
film companies that they can’t meet 
the terms of their contract and some 
of them have even gone so far as 
to ask for a rebate, if a picture 
didn’t do the business it was expect- 
ed to do. 


Drawback, according to the ma- 
jors, is that they must take the loss 
in such situations. Under the auction 
system as set up by the courts, 
there’s no security to back up an 
exhib’s bid and consequently no pro- 
tection for the distrib. Most majors 
have merely taken their loss, crossed 
the recalcitrant exhib off their books 
for future bids and kept a record 
of the entire transaction to be used 
as evidence before the Supreme 
Court. 


Majors claim they’ve experiment- 
ed with bidding in some 150-200 
situations in which product-ginched 
exhibs could prove they were in 
competition with another theatre 
and so had the right to bid for films. 
Only a few of the bidders have 
lived up to the terms of their con- 
tracts, it’s claimed. In most such 
cases, moreover, the majors have 
been forced to sell away from their 
old customers. 


WB TALENT DEPT. ON 
COAST RESUMES JAN. 15 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Warners’ talent department re- 
opens Jan. 15 when department top- 
per Sophie Rosenstein returns after 
three-month layoff. Her pact with 
studio calls for no more than three- 
month shutdown annually. 

It’s expected that studio’s re- 
cently announced program of low- 
budgeters will get under way shortly 
after her return. 











National Allied Trains Guns On 
Hiked Scales, ASCAP in M w'kee Conv. 





Drive-Ins Benefited 


One group of exhibitors that 
has benefited plenty from com- 
petitive bidding for films is the 
grive-in. 

Since theirs is considered a 
marginal operation by most of 
the majors, the majority o* the 
250-odd drive-in operators in 
the country have found it al- 
most impossible to obtain cur- 
rent product. Under the bidding 
system, however, all they must 
do is prove they’re in direct 
competition with a regular tne- 
atre and they get a chance to 
compete for product on the auc- 
tion block. 

Most of the competition es- 
tablished has been with nabe 
and subsequent run _ hcuses, 
which doesn’t give the drive-ins 
a chance for any first-run films. 
They're still much better off 
than previously, however, when 
the best they could get were 
reissues or films a year or more 
old. 


Goldwyn Buys In 
On Hub Showcase 


A substantial interest in the As- 
tor (formerly the Tremont) theatre 
in Boston has been acquired by 
Samuel Goldwyn, it was disclosed 
yesterday (Tuesday). Goldwyn’s 
“Bishop’s Wife” will open there 
Christmas Day, as one of a series 
of pre-release engagements at ad- 
vanced admission price. 

Producer will be partnered with 
Don Jacocks and others in owner- 
ship of the Astor. The 1,365-seater 
has just been completely renovated. 
It gives Goldwyn his first financial 
interest in a theatre and will per- 
mit in Boston the same type of long- 
run pre-release engagement to 
build up national interest as the 
producer enjoys through arrange- 
ments with the Astor, N. Y., and 
Woods, Chicago. 

James Mulvey, Goldwyn distribu- 

(Continued on page 18) 


House to Press Probe 
On Browne-Bioff Aides 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

The House Committee on Ex- 
penditures in Executive Depart- 
ments will press its investigation 
into the recent paroles of Paul 
Ricca, Louis Campagna, Philip 
D'Andrea and Charles Gioe, Rep. 
Clare Hoffman (R., Mich.), commit- 
tee chairman, told the House last 
Friday (28). 

The four were sentenced in -con- 
nection with the Browne-Bioff ex- 
tortion of almost $1,000,000 from the 
industry. Sentenced to 10 years, 
they were paroled on Aug. 13, after 
serving a little more than three 
years apiece. 
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Milwalkee, Dec. 2. 
National Allied States opened on 
Monday (1) its three-day convention 
at the Schroeder hotel with its big- 
gest siege guns trained on the twin 
topics of increased admission scales 
and ASCAP. 


After producers had been sub- 
jected to a severe raking. the ap- 
proximately 400 delegates endorsed 
unanimously the declaration of pol- 
icy on upped scales which the as- 
sociation’s board of directors had 
adopted in Detroit six weeks previ- 
ous. Slated for airing at this after- 
noon’s (Tuesday) meeting was the 
exhibitors’ attitude toward Commu- 
nism, a topic which seems to have 
been added to the convention agenda 
at almost the last minute. 


Explanation given by masterminds 
of the convention for bringing up 
Communism is that members had re- 
ported they had been object of criti- 
cal comment from customers as a 
result of the recent Washington 
hearings. Exhibitors will be told 
from the platform to advise the 
publie that all theatremen do is to 
play what producers give them and 
exhibitors cannot be responsible for 
what happens in Hollywood. 

Keynote of the first, day’s oratory 
was mainly “monopoly.”  Distrib- 
utors were accused of expanding 
their monopolistic methods of de- 
creasing the supply of pictures and 
increasing admission prices. ASCAP 
was likewise charged with having a 


| monopoly on music used in pictures 


and, through this monopoly, “goug- 
ing” exhibitors via increased rates. 
After several oratorical blasts in 
which exhibs were urged to refuse 
to sign any more ASCAP contracts, 
convention tabled the subject until 
Wednesday (3), when the board will 
report on suggestion from Monday’s 
floor that Allied units set up a joint 
sinking fund to protect individual 


(Continued on page 22) 


NAT'L ALLIED’S DRIVE 
PARAULELS TOA MOVE 


Presaging a new battle for hegem- 
ony among exhib organizations, 
National Allied has launched a mili- 
tant drive in several territories to 
pull unaffiliated indie outfits under 
its fold. Chief spur to Allied is fact 
that the Theatre Owners of America 
has also begun a organizational cam- 
paign along similar lines. 

Initial objective for Allied is the 
Kansas and Missouri area where an 
organizing committee has been set 
up to plug Allied’s simon-pure indie 
structure as against TOA’s major 
circuit affiliations. Drive will cul- 
minate in an organization convention 
in Kansas City, Dec. 16-17, where 
main agenda point will be alleged 
discrimination in film price charges 
against non-affiliated circuit thea- 
tres. 

Allied currently has 17 independ- 
ent exhibitor organizations in vari- 
ous states linked to its kite. Earlier 
this year it won over exhib outfits 
in Iowa and Nebraska and organized 
indie theatre owners in West Vir- 
ginia. 


Big Ad Budget Condition 
Of Trans-WB Distrib Deal 


Stipulation in the two-picture re- 
lease pact made a couple weeks ago 
with Warner Bros. by Alfred Hitch- 
cock-Sidney Bernstein’ Transatlantic 
unit is that the distrib spend a total 
of $1,000,000 for advertising-public- 
ity-exploitation of the films. Albert 
Margolies, pub-ad chief for the indie 
outfit, heads for the Coast from New 
York late this week to confab on 
expenditure of the coin. 

Both Hitchcock and Berstein are 
noted as showmen. Bernstein's Gran- 
ada circuit in England, consisting of 
about 50 houses, reportedly spends 
more on advertising than any chain 
twice its size in that country. 

Overall budget for the initial pic, 
“Rope,” will be $1,500,000. Second, 
“Under Capricorn,” to be made in 
England with Ingrid Bergman 
starred, will be budgeted at $2,500,- 
000. First starts Feb. 1 and second 
May 1. 
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Dolphin’ Big 696, 


Day Helps L.A., Hits H wood: 


Kenyon Brisk 646, 


Hagen’ Fair 4, Blue’ Duish 256 





Los Angeles, Dec. 2. * 


Unusually strong weekend biz is 
pepping up firstrun outlook here to 
healthy figures. “Green Dolphin 
Street” is sighting a fancy $69,000 
in three theatres after debut on 
Thanksgiving Day. Also healthy is 
“Daisy Kenyon” with $64,000 likely 
in four houses. ; 

“Unconquered,” playing at upped 
scale in two spots, looks smash $49,- 
500. “Hagen Girl” and “Out of 
Blue” both are on light side. Latter 
probably will not be more than a 
dull $25,000 in four locations while 
“Hagen” is heading for fair $44,000 


in three spots. 

“Mitty” and “Body and Soul” 
both are. still hefty, former being 
$45,000 in second frame for two 
spots. “Body” is pointing for sturdy 
$40,000 or close in second round, 
four houses. “Where There’s Life” 
teed off in fine shape in two Para- 
mount theatres last Sunday (30). 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Out of Blue” (EL) and “Railroad- 
ed” (EL). Fair $4,500. Last week, 


“Love From Stranger” (EL) and 
Vance’s Secret” 


“Philo (EL), scant 
$2,600. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1) — “Body 
and Soul” (UA) (2d wk). Strong 
$8,000. Last week, great $8,400. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 80- 
$1.50 }—“‘Unconquered” (Par). Fancy 
$20,000. Last week, “Nightmare 
Alley” (20th), slow $5,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“Daisy Kenyon” (20th). 
Average $16,000. Last week, “Night- 
mare Alley” (20th) (2d wk—6 days), 


slim $6,700. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Exile”’- (U) and “Crime Doctor’s 
Gamble” (Col) (2d wk). Down to 
$2,500 in 5 days. Last week, below 
hopes at $5,900. 

Downtown (WC) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Hagen Girl’ (WB). Slow $17.000. 
Last week, “Each Dawn I Die” 


(WB) and “Bad Men Missouri” 
(WB) (reissues) (2d wk—5 days), 
$10,200. 


Dowatown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872: 60-$1)—“Body and Soul” 
(UA) (2d wk). Brisk $15,000. Last 
week, solid $20,500 but not up to 


hopes. 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” ‘(M-G). 


Fine $19,000. Last week, “This Time 
For Keeps” (M-G) (2d wk-6 days), 
$6,600. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)—“Out 
of Blue” (EL) and “Railroaded” 
(EL). Oke $5,000. Last week, ‘Love 
From Stranger” (EL) and Philo 
Vance’s Secret” (EL), dull $3,600. 

Esquire (‘Rosener) (685; 85)— 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) (2d wk). Smooth 

,000. Last week, sock $3,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 90-$1.25) 
—‘‘Life With Father” (WB) (3d wk). 
yi up to $6,000. Last week, fair 


Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Exile” 
(U) and “Crime Dottor’s Gamble” 


(Col) (2d wk). Near $3,500. Last |- 
week, fair $6,100. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 


60-$1)—“Body and Soul” (UA) (2d 
aa Stout $10,000. Last week, $11,- 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Hagen Girl” (WB). Slow $13,000 
or near. Last week, “Each Dawn 


Die” (WB) and “Bad Men Missouri” 
(WB) (reissues) (2d wk-5 days), 
$5,400 


Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—“Body and Soul” 
(UA) (2d wk). Bright $7,000. Last 
week, wow $7,600, although clipped 
by annual opening of Santa Ciaus 
Lane Nov. 26 as were other Holly- 
wood boule houses. 


Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—"“Exile” 
(U) (2d wk). Fair $3,000. Last week, 
$6,000. 


_ Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Shoe 
Shine” (Indie) (5th wk). Brisk $3,- 
500. Last week, $4,100. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 60- 
$1)—“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and 
“Two Blondes, Redhead” (Col). 
Good $25,500. Last week, “Night- 
mare Alley” (20th) and “Roses Are 
Red” (20th) (2d wk-6 days), $14,200. 


Les Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,097; 
66-$1)— “Green Dolphin Street” 
.(M-G). Giant $31,000. Last week, 


“For Kecps” (M-G) (2d wk-6 days), 
only $11,500. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1) — 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th). Solid $10,- 
000. Last week, “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th) (2d wk-6 days), $5,100. 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 90-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to $2,500, Last week, light 
$3,100. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 60- 
$1)-—“Out of Blue” (EL) and “Rail- 
roaded” (EL). Slim $11,000. Last 
week, “Love From Stranger” (EL) 
and “Philo Vance’s Secret” (EL), 
dull $9,000. 

Million Dollar (D'town) (2,122; 55- 
§8)—“‘Bowery Buckaroos” (Mono), 
with Bill Robinson, others, on stage. 
Slow $15,000. Last week, “Hat Box 
Mystery” (SG) and “Case of Baby 
{SG) with Jackie Rebinsen, 


O34e en?! 
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Broadway Grasses 


Estimated Totcl Gross 
This Week . .$797,000 
(Based on 24 theatres) 
Last Year $831,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


Dolphin’ $39,000, 
Fun’ 186, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

Thanksgiving Day crowds plus big 
weekend because of Army-Navy grid 
throng is boosting biz here. Biggest 
|entries are 
land “Fun and Fancy Free,” 
| holdovers of “Body and Soul” 
|“This Time for Keeps” 
| strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.303; 50-94)—“Fun. 
| Fancy Free” (RKO). Big $18.000. 
| Last week, “Frieda” (U). only $7,500. 
| Areadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
| “Unfinished Dance” (M-G) (2d run). 
| Fair $5,000. Last week, “Desire Me” 
(M-G) (2d run), $4.700. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—“Es- 
cape Me Never” (WB) (2d wk). 
Modest $18,500 after nice $25,000 
opener. 
Earle 
Pink Horse” (U). Good $24,000. Last 
week, “Jezebel” (WB) (reissue) and 
“Vigilantes” (U), pale $14.000. 
Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-94)—“Night- 
mare Alley” (20th). Nice $25.000. 
Last week, “Forever Amber” (20th) 
(5th wk), fairish $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 

—“This Time for Keevs” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Solid $22,000 after husky $25,- 
000 last week. 
Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—“Where There’s Life” (Par) (2d 
wk). Neat $13,000 after getting $17,- 
500 opener. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1.300: 50-94)— 
“To Shores of Trinoli” (20th) and 
“Springtime in Rockies” (20th) (re- 
issues). Oke $6500. Last week, 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (2d run), 
$8 000. 

Mestbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (3d_ wk). 
Solid $28,000 after big $30,500 last 


week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-94)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Sock $39.000. Last week. “Hagen 
Girl” (WB) (2d wk). $15.000. 

Stanton (WR) (1,475; 50-94)—“The 
Gangster” (Mono)... Fine $15.009. 
est week, “Merton of Movies” 
(M-G) (2d wk), big $9,000. 

















with 
and 
especially 





Mabel Scott on stage, very weak 
$10,400. 

Pa'ace (D’town) (2,000; 80-$1.20)— 
“Unconquered” (Par). Fancy $29,- 
500. Last week, subsequent-run., 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1) — 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) and “Lone 
Wolf London” (Col) (2d wk). Sharp 
$24,000. Last week, bright $28.400. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1)— 
“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and “Ex- 
posed” (Rep) (2d wk-3 days). 
Yanked after three days of second 
frame at $6,000, with “Where There's 
Life” (Par) replacing. First week 
only $14,400. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 60-$1) — “Fabulous Texan” 
(Rep) and “Exposed” (Rep) (2d 
wk-3 days). Pulled after three days 
at $3,000 with “Where There’s Life” 
(Par) coming in. First week, only 


$6,800. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80) — “Walter Mitty” (RKO) and 
“Lone Wolf London” (Col) (2d wk). 
Brisk $21,000. Last week, 327,300. 

Ritz (F WC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Exile” 
(U) (2d wk). About $5,000. Last 
week, thin at $8,500, below hopes. 

Studio City (F WC) (880; 60-$1) — 
“Exile” (U) (2d wk). Slow $3,000. 
Last week, light $6,100. 

Ur:ited Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
—"Exile” (U) and “Crime Doctor's 
Gamble” (Col) (2d wk). Fair $9,500. 
Last week, good $18,500. 


—-—— 


Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1) — 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and “Two 
Blondes, Redhead” (Col). Robust 


$12,500. Last week, “Nightmare Al- 
ley” (20th) and “Roses Are Red” 
(20th) (2d wk-6 days), $5,800. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-$1)—“Out 
of Blue” (EL) and “Railroaded” 
(EL). Thin $4,500. Last week, “Gone 
With Wind” ‘(M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). slow $2.200. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1) — 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Hearty $19,000. Last week, “For 
Keeps” (M-G) (2d wk-6 days), light 


7,600. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 60-$1) — 
“Hagen Girl” (WB).-Slow $14,000. 
Last week, “Each Dawn Die” (WB) 
and “Bad Men Missouri” (WB) (re- 


issues) (2d wk-5 days), $4,900. 








“Green Dolphin Street” | 


(WB) (2,760; 50-94)—“Ride | 


‘Fun’ Rousing $16,500, 
Seattle; ‘Life’ Hot 17G 


Seattle, Dec. 2. 

“Fun, Faney Free,” at Orpheum, 
“Dolphin Street,” at Music Hall, and 
“Where There's Life,” at Paramount, 
are standout here this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80 )— 
| “Wild Harvest” (Par) and “Big Fix 
(EL) (m.o.). Slow $3,500. Last week, 
5th of “Bobby-Soxer” (RKO), big 


$4,200. : 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 90- 
$1.25)—“Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $11,000 afier big $22,460 last 
week. 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Desert Fury” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$9,000. Last week, $10,800. 

Music Bex (H-E) (800; 90-$1.25)— 
“Father” (WB) (4th wk). Good 
$7,500 following three big weeks at 
| Orpheum. Last week, “Nightmare 
Alley” (20th) and “Key Witness” 
| (Col), good enough $4,700 at 45-80c 
| scale. 
| Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
i“Green Dolphin St.” (M-G). Huge 





| $18.000. Last week, “Grapes” (20th) 
and “Tobacco Road” (20th) . (re- 
| issues), $6,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and 
|*“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO). 


| Great $16,500. Last week, “Father” 
| (WB) (3d wk-6 days), $9,600 at 90c- 
| $1.25. 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 


| “Body and Soul” (UA) (2d wk). Big 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) and 
“Repeat Performance” (EL). Strong 
$17,000. Last week, “Wild Harvest” 
(Par) and “Big Fix” (EL) (2d wk), 
dull $5,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
| “Roosevelt Story” (UA) and 
“Along Oregon Trail” (Rep). Modest 
$4,000. Last week, “Hell’s Angel” 
(SA) and “Scarface” (SA) (reissues) 
(2d wk), strong $5,300. 


‘Mi'ty’ Giant 306, 
~ Best Cleve. Bet 


Cleveland, Dec. 2. 

Tommy Dorsey’s band and “Two 
Blondes and Redhead” are giving 
Palace a good play. Sock films are 
“Green Dolphin” at State and “Secret 
Life Walter’ Mitty” at Allen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70 )—“Wal- 

ter Mitty’ (RKO). Great $30,000. 





Last week, “Upturned Glass” (U), 
$9,000. 
Hipp (Warners) (3;700; 55-70)— 


“Escape Me Never” (WB). Thin 
$16.500. Last week, “Jezebel” (WB) 





and “Anthony Adverse” (WB) (re- 
issues), $15,600. 
Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 


“Jezebel” (WB) and “Anthony Ad- 
verse” (WB) (reissues). Moveovers 
oke $3.500. Last week. “Had to Be 
You” (Col) (m.o.), $3,800. 

Ohio ‘(Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (m.o.). Trim 
$8,500, following fine $8,000 for sec- 
ond stanza downtown. 

Palace (RKO) (3.000; 65-91)—“Two 
Blondes, Redhead” (Col) plus Tommy 
Dorsey 8rch on stage. Brisk $37,000. 
Last week. “Ride Pink Horse” (U), 


thin $14,500. 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Fancy $30.000. Last week, “Where 
Sinaee. Life” (Par), satisfactory 


Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Where There's Life” (Par) (m.o.). 
Pleasing $9,000. Last week, “Un- 
finished Dance” (M-G), $7,000. 


‘Love’-Maxwell Stout — 
$32,000, Wash. Leader 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Holiday weekend has given town’s 
mid-sector a badly needed shot in 
the arm, with b.o. in most firstrun 
situations well over recent weeks. 
“Song of Love” at Capitol, hypoed 
by stageshow headed by Marilyn 
Maxwell. looks to get top coin. “Wal- 
ter Mitty” at Keith’s shapes great to 
be standout film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capito! (Loew’s) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G) plus vaude. 
Stout .$32,000, real increase over 
last year’s Thanksgiving biz: Last 
week, “Lost Moment” (U) with 
vaude, better than exnected $19.000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1.263: 44-70)— 
“Drums Along Mohawk” (M-G) (re- 
issue).:Nice $8.000. Last week, “For- 
ever Amber” (20th) (2d run), thin 
$8.000 at advanced scale. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.838: 44-80)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO). Fine $21.000 
Last week, “Fun. Fancy Free” 
(RKO) (2d wk). $10,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.162: 44-70)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) (m.o.). 
So-so $7,000. Lact week, “Last of 
Redmen” (Col), $7,500. 

Palace ‘Loew's) (2.370: 44-74)-— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). Sock 
$27.000. Last week. “Pocv end Soul” 
(UA) (2d wk). nice $16.000. 

Warner (WR) (2,154: 44-74)— 
“Hoeven Girl” (WRB). Disapvointing 
$128.000 for holiday week. Last week. 
“Escape Me Never’ (WB), $15,000. 











| $7,000 after great $9,600 last session. | 





Monroe Tilts ‘Killer’ Socko $40,000, 
Hub; Dolphin’ 426 in 2, ‘Mitty 316 





Key Gity Grosses 


Estimated Total Gros 
Th's Week .. .. $3,577,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 230 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, mctuding 
N. Y.) 
Tota! Gross Same Weet 
rest Year .. . «$3,685,000 
(Based on 22 cities 200 theatres) 








Dolphin’ Big 186, | 


Indpls.; ‘Life’ 146 
: e 
pls.; 
Indianapolis, Dee. 2. 

Turkey Day gave deluxers here 
a boost toward their best grosses in 
several weeks. “Green Dolphin 
Street” looks big enough to hold at 
Loew's. “Where There’s Life” at 
Indiana and “Hagen Girl” at Circle 


|also are above average. 


Estimates for This Week 


Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
60)—“‘Hagen Girl’ (WB) and “Gas 
House Kids Hollywood” (EL), Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Unsuspected” 
(WB) and “Blonde Savage” (EL), 
$9.000. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—“‘Where There's Life” (Par). 
Nice $14,000, Last week, “Wild Har- 
vest” (Par), mild $11,000. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 


60)—“PDrums Along Mohawk” (20th) | “Adventure Island” 
(re- | 


and “Mark of Zorro” (20th) 
issues), Oke $5,500. Last week, “Des- 
try Rides Again” (U) and “When 
Daltons Rode” (U) (reissues), $4,500. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Hefty $18,000. Last week, “Husband's 
Affairs” (Col) and “The Women” 
(M-G) (reissue), modest $11,000. 


Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40- | 
60)—“Red Stallion” (EL). ‘Fine | 
$7,000. Last weck, “Gangster” 
(Mono) and “Knockout” (Mono), 
$6,000. 





Xmas Shopping Dents 
St. Loo But ‘Dolphin’ 


Sock 256, ‘Earth’ 206 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 


Xmas shopping splurge has gotten | 


under way in big style here and the 
deluxers are feeling the slump in 
biz most. Currently there is one ex- 
ception, “Green Dolphin Street,” 
hefty at Loews. “Where There's 
Life” is shooting for runnerup spot 
but not big at the Fox. “Down To 
ae looks fancy at the Ambassa- 
or. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“Down To Earth” (Col) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Gamble” (Col). 
Fancy $20,000. Last week, “Walter 
Mitty” (RKO) and “Key Witness” 
(Col). (2d wk), nice $15,000. 

Art (S’Renco) (115; 85)—“Colonel 
Blimp” (UA). Good $700. Last week, 


“Stairway To Heaven” (U) (4th 
wk), nice. $450. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 


“Where There's Life” (Par) and 
“Big Town After Dark” (Par), trim 
$22,000. Last week, “Fun, Fancy 
Free” (RKO) and “Old Spanish 
Trail” (Rep), same. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Sock $25,000. Last week, “Pirates of 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Life’ Smash 136, Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 2. 
_ Perfect show weather and town 
jammed with visitors adds up to 
four weekend days of big business. 
“Where There's Life” at Orpheum is 
leader and looks smash. “Green 
Dolphin Street” is drawing well at 
Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (2d wk). Big 
$7,500. Last week, smash $10,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “Fun 
on Weekend” (UA). Surprisingly 
good $10,500; maybe more. Last 
week, “Burning Cross” (SG) and 
“High Conquest” (Mono), $10,000. 

Orpheum (‘Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 
—‘“Where There's Life’ (Par) and 
“Adventure Island” (Par). Smash 
$13,000 or over. Last week, “Moss 
Rose” (20th) and Tony Pastor orch 
on stage, fine $18,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—"Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, “Unsus- 
pected” (WB), good $10,700. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G). Great 
ee = only fair $4,500. Last 
week, “Green Was Valley” (20th), 
$4,908. z 





Boston, Dec. 20. 

Holiday momentum carrying film 
spots into big takes this week with 
Vaughn Monroe band plus “Killer 
at Large’ wow at the RKO Boston. 
“Walter Mitty” looks huge at the 
Memorial, “Green Dolphin Street” 
will get top coin at the State and 
Orpheum, “Where There’s Life,” at 
the Met, shapes secko. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycocks) (1,400; 40-80)— 
| “Fugitive” (RKO) (4th wk). Busi- 
jness way off on prolonged holdover 
lat $4,000 after so-so $8,000 in last 





| session. 
| Beston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
|“Kaller at Large” (EL) plus Vaughn 
Monroe orch, others, on stage. Sock 
$40 000, is biggest here in a 
time. Last week, “Black Gold” 
|«{Mono) plus Betty Bruce, Steve 
| Evans, other, on stage, $28,000. 
~. Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 40-65)— 
|“Frieda” (U) and “Met on Skis” 
(Indie). Great $6,000 for class nabe 
house. Last week, subsequent run. 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Railroad- 
ed” (EL). Routine $5,500. Last 
| week, “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and 
“Bury Me Dead” (EL), $5,500. . 
Kenmere (Indie) (800; $1.10)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Big $4,000 
after $6,000 for first. 


| Memorial (RKO) (2,985; 40-80)— 
“Mitty” (RKO). Second week be- 
gins today (Tues.) after smash $31,- 
000 first week. In ahead, second 
| week of “Exile” (U) and “Gene- 
i vieve” (Col) (2d wk), $22,000. 

| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
| “Where There’s Life” (Par) and 


long 


(Par). Great 
$30,000. Last week, “Escape Me 
Never” (WB) and “Return Rin Tin 


| Tin” (Indie), $22,000. 

Medern (M-P) (900; 75-$1.20)— 

“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). 
Fifth week in town, way off to $10,- 
000 after $15,000 for last. Does not 
| play Sundays. 
Orpheum (Lwew) (3,000; 40-80 )— 
'“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Powerful $28,000. Last week, “Body 
and Soul” (0A) and “Crime Doctor's 
Gamble” (Col)- (3d wk-3 days) 
$10,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Rail- 
roaded” (EL). Average $16,000. 
Last week, “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) 
and “Bury Me Dead” (EL), $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80) — 
|“Green Dolphin St.” (M-G). Very 
nice $14,000. Last week, “Body and 
| Soul” (UA) and “Crime Doctor's 
| Gamble” (Col) (3d wk-3 days), 
$5,000 





Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Fallen Angel” (20th) and “Black 
Swan” (20th) (reissues). Usual $5,- 
000 Last week, “Man Couldn't 
Hang” (U) and “Man Nine Lives” 
(U) (reissues), $6,000. 


‘Outlaw,’ Record $24,000 
In Pitt, Bews to Clergy; 
‘Fun’ Fancy With $17,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

Trio of. smash hits for -holiday 
week, but rest of field is just so-so. 
Top sensation is “The Outlaw” at 
Fulton but picture’s coming out after 
one week due to church pressure 
after breaking house’s_ all-time 
record. Other two sockeroos are 
“Green Dolphin Street” at Penn and 
“Fun and Fancy. Free” at Warner, 
both of which are holding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)—"The 
Outlaw” (UA). Terrific $24,000 to 
break all existing house records. 
Comes out, however, after single 
week because of big church pressure. 
Last week, “Black Gold” (Mono), 4 
days, $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Had to Be You” (Col). Looks aver- 
age $13,500. Last week, second of 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th), $7,000 in 
4 days. 

Penn (Loew’sgUA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Sock $25,500, and likely holds. Last 
week, second of “Body and Soul” 
(UA), $15,000. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—“Body 
and Soul” (UA) (m.o.).* Still strong 
at $4,000, and may stick. Last week, 
“Tobacco Road” (20th) and “Grapes 
of Wrath” (20th) (reissues), $3,500. 

Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) ‘m.v.). 
Okay $3,500. Last week, “Green My 
Valley” (20th) (reissue) and “Sec- 
ond Chance” (20th), pulled after 4 
days at $1,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 40-70)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB). Slim 





| $14,000, very dull for holiday session. 





| Last week, “Copacabana” (UA), 
| $12,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO). Big 
$17,000, and naturally sticks. Last 
week, “Where There's Life” (Par) 


(m.0.), $8,000, 
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(hi Bliz Bops Biz But ‘Exile’ Fine 
$27,000; ‘Glass 156, ‘Hagen’ Fair 206 


Chicago. Dec. 2. + 

Snow storms last week and a 
weekend cold wave are putting 
grosses in the depths this session. 
Holdovers will take a beating, and 


VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 9 

aa oy a Thanksgiving Tilts N.Y.; Panic’ 206, 
Nickleby’ 106, New Highs; ‘Stranger’ 
Sturdy at 236, ‘Past’ Rousing 386 


Usual Thanksgiving Day holiday (5) holding up strongly at $47,500, 
upbeat, which was helped by the, after $50,500 in third. Continues 








Buffalo, Dec. 2. 

Leaders of current solid week are 
“Where There’s Life,’ “This Time 
for Keeps,” and “Fun and Fancy 
Free.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) and “Ad- 
venture Island” (Par). Strong $22,- 
000. Last week, “Body and Soul”) 





Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 











in most cases new entries didn’t fare} out the 20% tax. Distributors — and “Winter Wonderland launching of 10 new bills, is giving | indef. 
well either, Best of the new] Share on net take, when playing | (Rep) (2d wk), $14,000. Broadway a strong tone this session : ; 

yoo we i ti roe : percentage, hence the estimated Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) | Write Turkey Da ti tarted a | « Cotten RAGE Ce 0370-45.00 
films looks like “The Exile” at Pal-| foures are net income —“This Time for Keeps” (M-G).| poe Pe nd bnninese bailt at| Mourning Becomes Electra” (RKO) 
ace, which should do nifty $27,000. "The parenthetic sdmisst Nice $20,000. Last week, “Green | ight ac T th yy x genes 1 t on (2d wk). Doing comparatively well 
“That Hagen Girl” at the Roose- AE: seat ge ssIOn =| Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d wk), | eee ae ee eee ony weckond |i, View of offish matinees, with 
That Hagen Git at the oose prices, however, as indie-‘-d, ine fancy $16,000 | was bolstered by strong weekend $12,000 likely after fine $15,000 
velt promises a moderate $20,000. clude the US amusement tax Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70)—“Green | trade. Fact that there were so many| opener. Holds. ; 
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“Upturned Glass” has a neat $15,000 Dolphin St.” (M-G) (m.o.). Neat roi’ ooh o eine uifted StosseS! Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-, 1.40)— 
° ‘ ‘ » oe ¢ ces oY Y on wont ole 5 ast elk 66 ) , fe . ) recs ~— | 46 » Stollinn” y : ' 2 we 
| in sight at the small seater Garrick. | ¢ygye 9 ee a Wee ee cn) Besides some hefty grosses turned bet een aa In first stanza 
i Outside of “Gentlemen’s Agree- | OW l 2 ons oo: $6 a J eZ in by many of new pictures, the ne ing pray. as ed.) looks to hit 
: ment,” advanced price pictures are 9|  Lafavetie (Basil) (3.000: 40-70)—| Rialto and Little Carnegie are boast- | . te $ ace , ye excellent bally 
' folding this week. “Where There's “Ride Pink Horse” (U) and “Blondie ing new house records. Bandbox Mi is Baby ann weak, Butch 
i Life.’ at the Chicago, with Rose in Dou in” on ae : ‘ ap ne Rialto, launching its new foreign- a —- Indie) _and Tight 
Marie and the Harvest Moon Fes- a era LIC 2,0UU. hit language policy with greatly upped; 220¢5 | Cinale), $2,200 in final four 
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tival winners on stage, promises to 
too the field with passably good 
$50,000 for second week. “Body and 
Seul” has a potent $25,000 in view 
for fourth frame at the Woods. 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement,” at the 
Apollo, should do equally well. 
“Forever Amber,” at the State- 
Lake seems set for a profitable last 


week at $20,000 for sixth session. 
neonquered” at United Artists | 
shapes as neat $20,000 for seventh 
round, 
“Pirates of Monterey” has a 
moderate $17,500 in view for its 


second frame at the Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,400; $1.25)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d wk), Firm $25,000. Last week, 
$..0,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)— 
“Where There's Life” (Par) 2d wk) 
with Rose Marie, others, on stage 
(2d wk). Good $50,000. Last week, 


(B&K) (900; 95)—‘Up- 
(U).= Trim $15,000. 
“Gone With Wind” 
(Sth wk), good 


000. 

Garrick 
tu:ned Glass” 
Last week, 
(M-G) (reissue) 
$11,000. — 

Grand (RKO) 
rates of Monterey” 
Moderate $17,500. 
$20,000. 

@riental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Heaven Only Knows” (UA) with 
Red Ingle and Jack Smith in per- 
son. (2d wk). Thin $32,000. Last 
week, $38,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘Exile” 
(U). Fine $27,000. Last week, “Lost 
Moment” (U), $20,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose” (UA) and “Fabulous 
Dersey” (UA). Thin $8,500. Last 
week, “Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and 
“Tobacco Road” (20th) (reissues) 
(2d wk), $12,500. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Hagen Girl” (WB). Okay $20,000. 
Last week, “Dark Passage” (WB) 
(4th wk), $12,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1.25)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (6th wk). 
Healthy $20,000. Last week, $27,000. 

United Artists (1,700; $1.25)—“Un- 
conquered” (Par) (7th wk). Neat 
$20,000. Last week, $25,000. 

P Weods (Essaness) (1,073; 95)— 

‘Body and Soul” (UA) (4th wk). 
Fancy $25,000. Last week, $31,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 75)—“May- 
erling” (indie) (2d wk). Average 
$3,000. Last week, same. 


Frisco; ‘Past’ - Mitchum 
316, ‘City’ Beneke 256 


Z San Francisco, Dec. 2. 

Green Dolphin Street” appears 
standout currently at Warfield but 
Body and Soul” playing United 
Artists ig comparatively about as 
big. “Out of Past” with vaude headed 
by Robert Mitchum is in for nice 
session at Golden Gate. “Whi 
City” with Tex Beneke band is giv- 
ing the Paramount a solid week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 


(1,500; 95)—“Pi- 
(U) (2d wk). 
Last week, 





$1.00)\—“Out of Past” (RKO) plus. 


vaude headed by Robert Mitchum. 


Nice $31,000. Last week, “Bride 
Frankenstein” (U) and “Son of 
Frankenstein” (20th) (reissues) 


plus vaude headed by Larry Storch, 
colorless $16,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 60-95)—“Night- 
mare Alley” (20th), Oke $20,000. Last 


weck, “This Time For Keeps” (M-G) | 


(24 wk), $11,500 in 6 days. 

r Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
Green Dolphin § Street” (M-G). 
Sock $32.000. Last week, “Hagen 
Girl’ (WB) (2d wk), dull $7,500. 

“ Paramount (Par) (2.646: 65-95)— 
Whispering City” (EL) plus Tex 


Beneke orch. Nice $25.000. last 
week, “Where There’s Life’ (Par) 


(2d wk), not $21,500 at regular scale. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.20) 
—“Uneengucred” (Par) (4th wk). 
$20.000. Last week, hefty 


55-85)—“Body and Soul” (UA) 
Strong $16.000, Last week. “Christ- 
mas Eve” (UA) (3d wk), $7.500. 
Stagedoer (Ackerman) (25% 60-85) 
—“Henry V" (UA). Trim °%°.000 or 
near. Last week. “Know Where I'm 
‘Continued on page 20) 


Cincy; Dolphin’ 186 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 

Downtown biz is on the holiday 
bounce this session. A splurge of 
five new bills, two hefty holdovers. 
and Thanksgiving Day padding are 
combining to overcome  pre-Yule 
shopping. “Where There’s Life” is 
edging out “Green Dolphin Street” 
| but latter is in the smaller Capitol. 
“Spirit 
click. 





| “Wistful Widow” also is big. 
of West Point” also is a 
“Escape Me Never” is fairish. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par). Hotsy 
$19,000. Last week, “Walter Mitty” 
(RKO) (2d wk), pleasing $12,500. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 50-75)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). Sock 
$18,000. Holds. Lest week, “This 
Time for Keevos” (M-G) (2d wk), 
moderate $7,000. 


(M-G), $11,000. 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75) “Body 
and Soul” (UA) (2d wk). Great 
$14,500 trailing gigantic $19,000 
opener. Stays indef. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“Spirit 
West Point” (FC) and “Adventure 
Island” (Par). Swell $7,000. Last 
week, “Unsuspected” (WB) (m.o.), 


$4,500. 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB). Fairish 
$11.000. Last week, “Exile” (U), 
$11,500. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (m.o.). Robust 
$8,000. Last week, “Hagen Girl” 
(WB) (m.oc.), mild $4,500. 


Thanksgiving Ups Mpls.; 
‘Unconquered’ Wow 216, 
‘Mitty’ Hot 206, ‘Life’ 186 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Grabbing hard for the Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday trade and apparently 
succeeding in reversing the down- 
ward trend, temporarily at least, a 
formidable picture lineup is restor- 
ing managerial smiles currently. 
“Where There’s Life,” “Walter Mit- 
ty” and “Wistful Widow” look best 
pop grossers. The roadshow date of 
“Unconquered” is heading for road- 
show house record. 

for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Mar- 

auders” (UA) and “Gas House Kids 





Holly wood” (EL). Okay = $1,- 
800 in 5 days. Last week, “Bulldog 
Drummond __ Strikes” (Col) and 


“Blackmail” (Rep), $1,600 in 5 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 76-$1.20)— 
“Uncenquered” (Par). Colossal $21,- 
000, and new roadshow record here. 
Last week, “Foxes of Harrow” 
(20th) (24 wk), good $7,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Return 
Rin Tin Tin” (EL). Moderate $3,500. 
Last week, “Black Cat” (Indie) and 
“Black Friday” (Indie) (reissues), 


Lyceum (Murray) (1,700; 50-70)— 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and “To- 
bacco Road” (20th) (reissues). Prof- 
itable $7,000. Last week, “Gone With 
Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (5th wk-3 
days). good $4,000. 
| Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Body 
ijand Soul” (UA) (m.o.). Here after 

big State fortnight. Still virile at 
| $7,000. Last week, “Mother Wore 

Tights” (20th) (4th wk), same. 
| Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
i“Where There’s Life” (Par). 


ring | $4,500 





$18,000 or near. Last week, “Song of 
Love” (M-G), $15,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Walter Mitty” (RKO). Huge 
$20,000. Last week, “The Exile” (U), 
good $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Wistful Widow” (U). Well-liked 
picture. Reaching for sock $10,500 or 
over. Last week, “Bride of Franken- 
stein” (FC) and “Son Frankenstein” 
i (FC) (reissues), $7,606. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Unfin- 
ished Dance” (M-G). Oke $10,000. 


(2d wk), brisk $10,500. 
World (Mann) 





(350; 50-70)— 


i“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (m.o.). | 
' Fourth leop stand and fifth week for , 


this champ. Still powerful at $3.000. 
| Last week, “Great Expectations” (U) 
i (3d wk), good $2,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400: 50-75)— 
“Wistful Widow” (U). Wow $16,000. | 
Last week. “Merton of Movies” | 


week, “Lost Moment” (U) and “When 
Girl’s Beautiful” (U), $12,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Body 
| and Soul” (UA) and “Winter Won- 
| derland” (Rep) (m.o.). Trim $5,500. 


| 


Last week, “Sundown” (UA) and) 
| “The Kansan” (UA) (reissues), 
$4,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 
| 40-70)—“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) 
jand “Bowery Buckaroos” (Mono). 
| Lofty $17,000 or near. Last week, 


| “Out of Blue” 
| (EL), $10,500. 


(EL) and “Railroaded” 





| acetone 


Life Terrif 386 
Paces Forte Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 2. 
Thanksgiving holiday crowds are 
boosting firstruns this week, even 


ness instead of slipping. 


Life” is great at Michigan. 
and Soul” looks big in second week 
at Palms. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (6th wk). 
Nice $11,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,308; 70-95)—“Anthony Adverse” 
(WB) and “Jezebel” (WB) (reissues). 
Modest $15,000. Last week, “Christ- 


com tnaesd of ctege or be 'at Broadway. Ambassador pow 
: ays Siege _. | in its 1th week with “My Father's 
Peete ew Clty oe amos | House” and continuing steady with 


scale, is soaring to 
$20,000 with “Panic,” 
meller. Carnegie has a new high of 
$10,000 or over with “Nicholas 
Nickleby.” 

“Out of Past” is placing the Palace 
back in the chips again, with big 
$38,000 for first week «ended last 
Monday (1) night. Rox~ is a big dis- 
| appointment with its new layout of 
| “Thunder in Valley” and Dan Dailey, 
| Harrison and Fisher heading stage- 
show. Looks only very thin $65,000, 
and theatre likely will hold only a 
secend week. “Love From Stranger” 
shapes very good $23,000 at Victoria, 
while “Red Stallion” is giving the 
Gotham a strong $17,500. “Stallion” 
was made to order for youngsters 
out of school for holidays. 

Reissue combo of “Anthony Ad- 
verse” and “Jezebel” shapes as lively 
$38.000 at Strand, sans stageshow. 
Park Avenue is getting only $6,000 
on first week of “Bush Christmas.” 
Bijéu, with its second foreign-made, 


new 





| “Revenge,” looks thin $6,000, while 


“Christmas Eve” also is sad at $4,000 
now is 


$8,000 in view for current stanza. 
House is being sold out in advance 
to different groups, with present in- 
tention of continuing with this film 
until Christmas. ; 
Thanksgiving upbeat is pushing 
the Music Hall to $125,000, fine for 
fourth week of “Cass Timberlane,” 
after $108,000 for the third. Hall 
opens its Christmas show, “Good 





mas Eve” (UA), $14,000. 
Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Scarlet Pimpernel” (Indie) 
“Return Scarlet Pimpernel” (Indie) 
(reissues). Fine $2,200. Last week, | 
“Happened at Inn” (M-G), $2,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) 


and | 


West Point” (FC) (2d wk). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘Nightmare Alley” (20th). Good 
$27,000. Last week, “Exile” (U), 
$24,000. 

Michigan (U-D) (4.039; 70-95)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) and 
“Adventure Island” (Par). ‘Terrific 
$38,000. Last week, “Time for Keeps” 
(M-G) (2d wk), solid $18,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,976: 70-95 )—“Body 
and Soul” (UA) (2d wk). - Stout 
$19,000. Last week, big $26,000. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 80- 
$1.20)—“Unconquered” (Par) (5th 
wk). Strong $18,000. Last week, 


$17,000 








Bob | 
Hope top magnet in this town. Fast | 


Last week, “Body and Soul” (UA)! 


Ae 
Dolphin’ Lush $16,000, 
‘ville; ” Nice 14G 

L’ ville; ‘Foxes’ Nice 1 

Louisville, Dec. 2. 
shopping is taking the 
md away from the downtown 
ouses this week. “Green Dolphin 
Street” at the State looks to garner 
top coin, with “Foxes of Harrow” 
running a second at the Rialto. 
“Golden Earrings” at Strand is 
shaping as bright. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1.200; 
40-60)—“‘Where There’s Life” (Par) 
(m.o.). Moderate $4,000. Last week, 
“Wild Harvest” (Par) (m.o.), $3,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Merton of Movies” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO). 
Neat $3,500. Last week, “Welcome 
| Stranger” (Par) and “Desire Me” 
(M-G), same. 


Christmas 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.100; 
40-60)—“Escape Me Never” (WB). 


Mild $8,000. Last week, “Each Dawn 


| swing 
| who 


(2,683; 70- | 
95)—“Desire Me” (M-G) and “Spirit | 


News,” and “Nativity” pageant on 
stage, tomorrow (Thurs.). Same up- 
is carrying Frank Sinatra, 
heads stageshow, and “Hus- 
band’s Affairs” to near $79,000 at 
Capitol on third week. This is 
easily the biggest session of run, 
and compares with $65,000 done in 
second. Cap brings in “This Time 


$10,000. Last week, $11,000 Fair | For Keeps,’ with Paul Whiteman 


band heading stageshow, tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Same holiday conditions also 
pushed “Green Dolphin Street” up 
to $34,000 for seventh round at the 
Criterion. “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” continues nicely in second ses- 
sion at the Golden with $12,000 
likely. Paramount launches “Golden 
Earrings” with Billy De Wolfe, Ray 
McKinley band, Frankie Laine 
heading stagebill today (Wed.). 

“Wistful Widow,” in second week 
at State, with new vaude lineu 
headed by Jackie Gleason, Bo 
Howard and Betty Reilly, is Cpe 4 
to fancy $34,000 currently. 
beats the opening week figure for 
“Widow.” Winter Garden brings in 
“Captain Boycott” Friday (5), after 
two mild weeks of “Lost Moment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Siritzky) (1.200; 70- 
$1.50)—“My Father’s House” (Indie) 
(10th wk). Holding up in steady 
fashion at $8,000, very good; 9th 
week was $8,500. Stays on until 
Christmas. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—Walter Mitty” (RKO) (16th wk). 
Perking up to fancy $26,000 after 
$22,000 for 15th stanza. “Bishop's 
Wife” (RKO) opens here next Tues- 
day (9). 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Revenge” (Indie). Second foreign- 
language film to play here, this is 
disappointing at thin $6,000, but 
holds. Last week, “Man About 
Town” (RKO), $4,800 in final six 
days of fifth week. - 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
“Christmas Eve” (UA). Again prov- 
'ing how tough it is for any picture 
to click here. Looks very sad $8,600 





I Die” (WB) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$4,500. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 60-80) 


—“Hal Roach Comedy Carnival” 
(UA). Fairish $7,000. Last week, 
“Dragnet” (FC) and stage show 


headed by Clyde McCoy orch, solid 
$17.000. 

Rialto (FA) (3.400: 40-60!—“Foxes 
of Harrow” (20th). Nice $14,000. Last 


week, “Where There’s Life” (Par), 
solid $16,000. 
State (Loew's) (3.000: 40-60)— 


“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). Aim- 
ing at town’s top gross at sturdy 
$16.000 and mebbe more. Last week. 
| “Rida Pjnr’ Horse’ (U) and “Two 
Blondes, Redhead” (Col), $13.000. 
Strand (FA) (1,400: 40-f0)— 
“Golden Earrines” (Par). Biz $8 908. 





|and holds. Last week. “Green Was 
| Valley” (20th) and “Swamp Water” 
' (20th) (reissues), $5,500. 


or less. Last week, “Heaven Only 
Knows” (UA), merely $6,200; first 
was slow $12,000. 

| Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
|— “Husband's Affairs” (Col) with 
'Frank Sinatta heading stageshow 
(3d-final wk). Looks like final week 
of disappointing engagement for 
Sinatra will be his best at big $79,- 
000 or near, after $65,000 for second. 
“This Time For Keeps” (M-G) with 
Paul Whiteman orch, Marilyn Max- 
weli, Gene Sheidon heading stage- 
|show, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 
/ $1.25) — “Green Dolphin Street” 
|(M-G) (8th wk). Seventh round 
lended last (Tues.) night was fancy 
| $34,000 after $26,000 for sixth. 
| Stays on. 

| Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
|“Body and Soul” (UA) (4th. wk). 
‘Fourth frame ending next Friday 





peak of | 
French-made 


days of second week. 

Littie Carnegie (Indie) (460: 95- 
$1.20) — “Nicholas Nickleby” (U). 
Heiped by nice reviews, this looks 
likely to hit new record here with 
$10,000 or over. Last week, “Tawny 
Pipit” (U) (12th wk). $4,000. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
—“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(4th wk). Third week enced Mon- 
day (1) was fancy $65,800, after 
$66,000 in third. Record-breaker has 
taken in $214,300 in three weeks, un- 
heard of for this size house. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Out of Past” (RKO), House back 
in chips again with this, which hit 
big $38,000 in initial stanza ended 
last (Mon.) night. Last week, “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO) (8d wk), 
slim $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,660; 55-$1.50) 
—“Golden Earrings” (Par) and Billy 
De Wolfe; Ray McKinley orch, Marcy 
Lutes, Frankie Laine, Clark Bros. on 


stage. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Wild Harvest” (Par) and 
King Cole Trio, Connie Haines, 


Randy Brooks orch heading stagebill 
(3d wk), okay $60,000 after good 
$62,000 for second. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$1.50) 
—“Bush Christmas” (U). Initial week 
ended last (Tues.) night was barely 
good at $6,000. In ahead, “Beware 
Pity” (U) (4th wk-5 days), $2,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Cass Tim- 
berlane” (M-G) and stageshow (th- 
final wk). Ending run here with 
bright $125,000, way up from $108,000 


for third stanza. “Good News” «(M- 
G), plus “Nativity” pageant and 
Christmas pantomime on _§ stage, 


opens tomorrow (Thurs.), 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 50-$1.80)-- 
“Panic” (Indie). French-made film, 
teeing off foreign-film policy here, 
soaring to terrific $20,000 or near, 
and sure of new record at this house, 
Holds, naturally. Last week, “Lone 
Wolf London” (Col), $6,000 in 6 days, 
at 35-85c scale. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.50) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par) (8th wk). 
Heading for sturdy $32,000 after $33,- 
000 in seventh session. Continues. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Thunder in Valley” (20th) plus Dan 
Dailey, Harrison & Fisher, heading 
stagebill (2d wk). In first six days 
en last (Tues.) night looks very 
thin $65,000, ana won’t stay here 
long. Last week, “Forever ber” 
(20th) and Veloz & Yolanda, Sid 
Caesar heading how (5th wk- 
8 days), down to 000, 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Wistful Widow” (U) (ist rum) (2d 
wk) and new vaude headed by Jackie 
Gleason, Bob Howard, Betty Reilly. 
Climbing to fancy $34,000. Last week, 
with vaude by Georgie Price, 
Maxine Sullivan, Think-a-Drink 
Hoffman, fine $32,000. ; 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$1.50)— 
“Anthony Adverse” (WB) and “Jeze- 
bel” (WB) (reissues). Not doing so 
badly in view of no stageshow and 
lowered starting scale. solid 
$38,000. Last week, third of “Escape 
Me Never” (WB) and Frankie Carle 
orch heading stagebill, very mild 
$37,000 at regular scale here. 

(Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25)—“Know Where I'm Going” 
(U) (6th wk). For 15th frame 
ended last Monday (1) night, climbed 
to rousing $8.500, which is ahead of 
previous week's $6,800. Continues. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-$1.26) 
—‘“Love From Stranger” (EL). Very 
good $23,000 or near in first stanza 
ending today (Wed.). Final six days 
of fourth week for “Gangster” 
(Mono) was $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (16th wk). 
Doing okay $14,000 after $15,000 for 
15th round. Stays until late this 
month. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“‘Lost Moment” (U) (2d-final 
wk). Down to $17,000 or less in final 
session after $20,000 on opener, be- 
low hopes. “Captain Boycott” (U) 
opens Friday (5). 


WB's 2d fer Old Glory 

Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
“Cradle of the Republic,” Teehni- 
color two-reeler, is set by Warners 
as second in a series-showing great- 
ness of the U. S. First, “Power Be- 
hind Nation.” is being distributed 

under aegis of Motion Picture Assn. 
Gordon Hollingshead will produce. 








Art Gillmore narrate. 
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The same high note throughout 
the trade 

Hails ““The greatest “Road’ show 

ever made’’! 

















eg, RENE SI eee fee oe ne ce 








“Far and away the best of the ‘Road?’ pictures.” 
Says M. P. Daily 


“Ranks far above the first four ‘Road’ pictures.” | 
Says M. P. Herald : 


‘*Boxofhice winner in Paramount’s ‘Road’ series.” 
Says Variety 


“The Trio gathers its bumper crop of laughs.” | 
Says Boxoffce 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Il 





Good News 

(COLOR—SONGS) 

Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Meiro release of Arthur Freed (Hoger 
Sdens) production. Stars June Allyson, 
— jawford; features Patricia Marshal! 
Joun McCracken, McDona ld, Me 
yorme.  Direeted by Charlies Walters. 
s-reonplay, Betty Comden, Adolph Green: 
oe on musical comedy by lawrence 
chwab, Lew Brown, Frank Mande}, B. G. 
Sonvive, Ray Henderson, additional ma- 
erial, Betty Comden, Green and Roger 
xiens; camera (Technicolor), Charles 
choenbaum; songs, DeSylva, Brown & Ray 
ferderson, Hugh Martin, Ralph Blane, 
over Edens; director, Bennie Hayton; ar- 
rangements, Kay Thompson; editor, Albert 
Tradeshown Dec, i, '47. Running 





Akast. 

time, 82 MINS, 

Connie LANG... cccccacccccess -SUNe Allyson 

Touumy Marlowe. .ceecceeesss Peter Lawford 

Pat MeClelm@n..serecesse Patricia Marshal) 

Fabe Doolittle. .ccceeeceees Joan McCracken 

Bobby Turner. .ccccereeeenes Ray McDonald 

Panny jexudchabéee khpeedetesie ee Bueee 4 
Peter Van Dyne, ILl..... Robert Strickland 

Couch JOWNGON....cccsnces Donald Mactride 

} 7) rer rerorvL errr sT Ty is. ~ Tom Dugun 

Prof. Burton Kennyon.,,.Clinton Sundberg | 
Beef . 5 he i Ue ake ated «whe Loren Tindall | 
Cora, t COOK. ceererevers Connie Gilchrivt 

’ 1G Old ccetccciecce Saree ADEIUM 

j see ee ..- Georgia Lee | 
M DreR@lh.occcesvccccvosccesves Jane Green 


This latest remake of “Good News” 
has an infectious appeal that should 
click with all type audiences. First 
turned out by Metro in 1930 after be- 
ing a Broadway and hinterlands 
stage hit, ““Good News” has the 
entertainment stuff that wears well 
with age. Its songs still make the 
foot pat, the comedy comes through 
with punch and the latest cast de- 
livers in every respect. : 

Production is lavish with eye- 
appeal, the trappings appearing to 
advantage in Technicolor. Song and 
dance staging is a potent value in 
making it register and the players 
sock contents home under the very 
smart direction by Charles Walters. 
Arthur Freed knows his way about 
in furnishing a musical comedy with 
the proper production values and, 
aided by associate Roger Edens, he 
misses no trick in this one. In all, 
it’s the answer to a considerable 
public clamor for light, carefree 
escapist entertainment. 

Such pop standards as “Lucky in 
Love,” ethe Best Things in Life 
Are Free,” “Varsity Drag,” “Just 
Imagine,” “Ladies Man” and the title 
tune are judiciously spotted in the 
original score by B. G. DeSylva, Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson, and get 
over with all of their ‘old appeal. 
Score has been lengthened by ad- 
dition of two new tunes, “Pass the 
Peace Pipe” and‘ “The French 
Lesson.” Both are showy pieces that 
fit with older numbers and are strong 
additions, First was cleffed by Hugh 
Martin, Ralph Blane and Roger 
Edens, while latter came from the 
pens of Betty Comden, Adolph Green 
and Edens, 

“Ladies Man” kicks off the ex- 
travagant music apd dance, with 
Peter Lawford and Mel Torme spot- 
lighted principally. Torme_ also 
comes through with “Lucky in Love.” 
Joan McCracken gives the big lift to 
preduction number of “Good News,” 
as well ‘as the catchy new tune, 
“Peace Pipe.” June Allyson displays 
seldom-used pipes on “Best Things” 

nd works with Lawford on “French 

esson,” giving vocal end a decided 
assist. 

College backgrounded plot depicts 
Lawford as the football hero, Miss 
Allyson as the girl working her way 
through as a librarian, Patricia Mar- 
Shall, the school vamp, and others as 
Students. Familiar complications are 
ably wrapped around music and 
dance ingredients by scripters Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green. The 
dialog is spritely with some modern- 
ization from its 1920s origin, the fun 
clean and hearty as written. Walters’ 
direction } ma noe bets in getting 
the most the best from the ex- 
orton material. . 

iss Allyson is most appealing as 
the heroine, lending considerable 
charm to her lead role. Lawford 
shows up y as the conceited 
gridiron hero who is finally straight- 
ened out on the right love path. Miss 
Marshall's co siren is exactly 
right and Miss McCracken shows the 
stuff that made her a success in legit 
musicals. Roundi out topnotch 
cast are Torme, MeDonald, 
Donald MacBride, Tom Dugan, 
Clinton Sundberg, Loren Tindall, 
Plus others, 

Art direction and set decorations 
furnish eye-catching backdrops and 
Charles Schoenbaum’s color camera 
takes every advantage of them, Kay 

hompson, recently a click in the 
night club field, is responsible for 
sharp vocal arrangements of the 
numbers. Lennie Hayton’s musical 
direction is in same class, as are 
other credits. Brog. 


The Tender Vears 
Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


Mih-Fox release of Edward L. Alperson- 
Jack Jungmeyer, Jr. (Alson) production. 
Stars Joe BR, Brown; features Richard Lyon, 
Noveen Nush, Charles Drake, Josephine 
Hutchinson, James Millican, Griff Barnett. 
Directed by Hareld Schuster. Screenplay, 
Jungmeyer, Jr., and Arnold Belgard; adapt- 
el by Abem Finkel from story by Jung- 
jieyer, Jr.; camera, Henry Freulich; music 
ly. Kdward Kilenyi: editor, Richard Far- 






rell. Tradeshewn Nov. 28, ’47. . Running 
time, #1 MINS, 

Rev, Will Norris. ......+....Joe E. Brown 
ROD: sos Mi genet nese eeoesnses Richard Lyon 
DLinint dineeSentsdechutkesie Noreen Nash 
Rub. See ec cveceseceCecseeeces Charles Drake 
eo, Fe REESE Josephine Hutchinson 
MONO 65S Ss cc oF i ok cet James Millican 
Os MNES a We inte anaes Geis. Griff Barnett 
COMBE Fe cccccteuvesceececs ss S0GnRe Gall 
Sheriff Weer Latte Tree Harry V. Cheshire 
¥ SS a ee re ee Rlayney Lewis 
EE Pee ee ee ee eee Jimmie Dodd 





“The. Tender Years” spins a tale 





| Barnett, Blayney 


new, 





as okay film fare for smaller key 
towns and family situations. Film 
has value as object lesson in right 
and wrong for youngsters—and 
adults—and poses that moral around 
the first fight to outlaw organized 
dog fighting back in the 1880s. Pro- 
duction values have a simplicity in 
keeping with the story told and the 
country locale used. 

Joe E. Brown, in his first film role 
in some time, deserts his customary 
buffoon character to give an able and 
moving performance as a country 
preacher who believes in the value 
of faith, goodwill and honesty in con- 
ducting his daily life. Picture doesn't 
preach and pound over the thought, 
letting it unfold in simple fashion 
for the most effect. Brown teaches 
those tenets to his son and the mem- 
bers of his church, and extends them 
to cover treatment of animals when 
he becomes personally involved in a 
battle against the pit-fighting of dogs. 


Harold Schuster’s direction man- 
ages some tense scenes of fighting 
dogs that are so realistically shown 
they will have a chilling affect on 
audiences. Such sequences add to 
moral values of yarn scripted by | 
Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., and Arnold} 


Belgard. Writers have kept 
story on @ simple line with believe- 
able dialog and situations. 

Young Richard Lyon shows up 
piri, a as the son of Brown, an un- 
usually good moppet prformance. Jo- 
sephine Hutchinson also impresses as 
Brown's understatnding wife. Charles 
Drake, Noreen Nash, carrying the 
slight romantic interest, are good. 
James Millican registers as the oper- 
ator of pit fights. Jeanne Gail, Griff 
Lewis and Jimmie 
Dodd are excellent support. 

Film was produced for 
release by Edward L. Alperson, with 
Jungmeyer, Jr., as associate pro- 
ducer. Latter also did the original 
story, adapted by Abem Finkel. 
Lensing by Henry freulich, editing, 
music score and other credits meas- 
ure up to all demands. Brog. 


Twe Biendes and a 
Redhead 
(SONGS) 

Los Angetes, Nov. 28. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction Features Jean Porter, Jimmy 
Lloyd, June Preisser, Judy Clark. Director, 
Arthur Drelifuss, Sereenpley, Victor Me- 
Leod, Jumeso) Brewer; story, Harry 
Rebua ecnamera, Jra Hl Morgan editor, 
Jerome Thomas; songs Allan Roberts and 
Doris Fisher Saul Chaplir Reviewed 
Nov. 27, "47. Running time, 69 MINS, 
Catherine Abbott. ..........6-.6d Jean Porter 
ga | re .Jimmy Lloyd 
tse: COINOER. . ib ccecdesccccecd June Preiaset 
MES ARUN. 6 00 dbetdsedescuee Judy Clark 
Freddie Ainsley........ cotcs as Rick Vallin 
GSS DUDOR.. ..cctsitierco cases Douglas Wood 
Miles Bradbury .....ce....-- Charles Smith 
ae aera Regina Wallace 
Melvin Lounsdale.......... John Meredith 
Miss Courtley.........6..- Diane Fauntelle 
Jeanette: . ...-Jdounne Wayne 

Tony Pastor Orchestra 





Program comedy with tunes that | 


will satisfy sufficiently to get by in 
supporting bookings and _ smaller 
situations. “Two Blondes and a Red- 
head” spots four tunes, three of them 
plus a modest amount of 
comedy, Production background for 
slight story achieves okay values for 
budget expenditure, giving it better 
dress than usually seen in lesser 
features. 

Jean Porter, aided by June Preis- 
ser, Judy Clark and Tony Pastor’s 
orch, pipes several songs, for okay 
results, while Pastor gives his vocal 
interpretation of the oldie “Sunny 
Side of the Street.” . 

Thin plot concerns small-town so- 
ciety girl who plays hookey from an 
exclusive school to try her hand at 
chorus line in a show. When show 
closes she invites two chorine chums 
to her hometown and there a number 
of complications are injected to pad 
out the story. Usual assortment of 
stuffy fiance, snobbish rich, etc., 
found in this type yarn add to mix- 
ups but don’t cloud the inevitable 
finale. 

Cast performs adequately under 
formula direction by Arthur Drei- 
fuss. Miss Porter is the society girl 
who chums with June Preisser and 
Judy Clark. Jimmy Lloyd holds 


20th-Fox | 


Miniature Reviews 


_ “Good News” (Color - Songs) 
(M-G). Bright with color, songs 
and fun, pic has b.o. appeal that 
indicates hearty grosses, 

“The Tender Years” (20th). 
Heartening story of faith and 
goodwill marks Joe E. Brown’s 
screen return; okay family pic. 

“Two Blondes and a Redhead” 
(Songs) (Col). Mild tuneful for 
twin bills and smaller situations. 

“Shadow Valley” (EL). Fair 


western in the Eddie Dean 
series. 
“Prairie Express” (Mono). 


Routine Johnny Mack Brown- 





Raymond Hatton oater. 
“Pacific Adventure” (Aus- 

tralian) (Col). Poor biopic of 

the late Aussie airman, Sir 


Charles Kingsford Smith. 

“It Always Rains on Sunday” 
(GFD). British-made underworld 
meller looks likely in U.S. only 
for limited audience. 

ene ME CR RES A a 


tion. A trainrobber. on the lam, he 
heads the outlaws while in the guise 
of an attorney, Jennifer Holt is the 
object of his schemings. He and his 
gang have already killed Miss Holt’s 
father and uncle in an attempt to 
scare her into selling her ranch. 
Thar’s gold in them thar hills, but 
Miss Holt doesn’t know it. 


In the nick of time. comes 








their | 


Dean, 
| mounted on his snowwhite charger, 
| White Cloud. He puts the badmen 
| to flight and saves the ranch with its 
valuable gold lode for Miss Holt. 
| Interspersed in the footage are a 
|trio of mediocre songs which make 
a fair attempt to capture the flavor 
of the mesa. 

Picture’s thesping fails to emerge 
beyond the quality usually found in 
these low-budgeters. Dean registers 
as the champion of the law, his 
chum, Roscve Ates, supplies the 
comedy relief, Chesebro is sinister 
enough as the renegade, while Miss 
Holt is decorative in the lone femme 
role. Ray Taylor’s direction and 
Ernest Miller’s lensing are generally 
good in this Jerry Thomas pro- 
duction. 











Prairie Express 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Monogram release of Barney A. Barecky 
production. Stars Johnny Mack Brown, 
Raymond Hatton. Directed by Lambert 


Hillyer. Screenplay, J. 
Anthony Coldoway; camera, 
ner; editor, Fred Maguire. 


Benton Chaney and 
William Sick- 
Reviewed Noy. 













“Prairie Express” lopes along at 
casual pace through most of its 51 
minutes, being pretty much average 
sagebrush fare which juveniles and 
other western fans will find mildly 
diverting. Latest of the Johnny 
Mack Brown-Raymond Hatton series, 
scripters didn’t bother too much 
with a purposeful subject, with re- 
sult audiences will find little of a 


Royal Wedding in Color 
An OK 30-Mim. Short 


J. Arthur Rank’s filmers caught 
the color, pomp and panoply of the 
Elizabeth-Philip royal nuptials in a 
30-minute Technicolor capsule which 
is sure to register wide appeal. It 
has the pull of royalty, tradition 





down male lead as a rich bo¥)and rich costuming—not to mention 
masquerading as a_ servant. Rick Fhistory in the making—all of which 
Vallin, Charles Smith and others spells healthy biz. 


measure up to demands. 

The Sam Katzman production has 
been given capable lensing by Ira H. 
Morgan and other technical credits 
are standard. Brog. 


Shadew Valley 
(SONGS) 
Eagle Lion release of Jerry Thomas pro- 
duction. Stars Eddie Dean; features Ros- 


coe Ates, Jennifer Holt, George Chesebro. 


Directed by Ray Taylor. Screenplay, Ar- 
thur Sherman: camera, Ernest Miller; 
songs, Pete Gates. Previewed in New York, 
Noy. 20. ‘47. Running time, 61 MINS 

Dave edodsnucdd opus bb 0oeuses Eddie Dean 


Roscoe Ates 
OTTITITT TT itt Jennifer Holt 
....George Chesebro 
Eddie Parker 







Sheriff. ....ccccccsecccsseseseres Lee Morgan 
WO. ca cccccesssveschs oeee ent Lane Bradford 
Meee. o2 ccccceccscccsccseces Carl Mathews 
Grimes... cee eee c eee rec ctreneees Bud Buster 


and 
The Plainsmen: Andy Parker, Earl Murphy, 
Paul! Smith, George Hamby and 
Charles Morgan. 

Eddie Dean's Screen adventures 
continue anew in a so-so yarn built 
around a goldmine. Exhibs won't 
mine more than usual in this series 
aimed for the Saturday matinee 
kiddies along with other action fans. 

Dean is again matched against 
teorge Chesebro, Casting of the 


latter in the heavy’s role, inciden- 


with several morals and points itself! tally, has now become almost tradi- 


Films of the reverent portrayal of 
the royal pair were rushed to the 
U. S. last week by Universal where 
they hit Loew's New York show- 
cases—State, Criterion and Brook- 
lyn Metropolitan—on Tuesday (25) 
night. It has the newsreels to com- 
pete with (all reels have released 
full clips on the event), but interest 
is high enough for the short’s fuller 
treatment. ° 

Because cameras were barred from 
the scene of the wedding ritual, the 
film necessarily is preoccupied with 
processions, forma! portraits of 
principals and guests, cheering 
crowds and quiet background shots 
of the ruling family and Philip. In- 
ability to focus on the ritual gives a 
certain static quality to miles of 
footage devoted to processions, 
parades and marches. 

A leavening dash of humor is sup- 
plied by two page boys who show 
normal liveliness in a stuffy family 
portrait. Commentary is deadpan 
and reverent, adding to the static 
impression. Tinting is highly effee- 


coloring which the subject demands. 
Wit. 





| 


27, 47. Running time, 51 MINS. 

Johnny Hudson........ Johnny Mack Brown 
Paro Jenking.....«ccveses Raymond Hatton 
Dave Porter. ..-+.cccccvesss Robert Winkler 
Peggy Porter..... .. Virginia. Belmont 
Gordon Gregge..... ...William H. Ruhl 
Se ~+++.»Marshall Reed 
BOE 5060s we cvegesaddbeonerbades Gary Garrett 
TOM... ccc cccccesesse®8eseenees Ted Adams 
Cemetere...+sseechen ster véddes Curly Gibson 
Pete. .cccccevscvesesovccesescices Ken Adams 
FAPTOtt . cccccccosccccevcersssess Steve Clark 
BOTT vc ccsrccencettcvios I. Stanford Jolley 
oO eee 50s 9b 000650 6408 Hank Worden | 
Cl. awe er) trees Carl Mathews 
POLI <ccccesccsecess Govervces Boyd Stockman 
FOO, Sc es avccecs Pr cccccccscoses Bob McElroy 
BIRNG. oo cbc cecceccecctecees oe Jack Hendricks 
TORRO.,cccccccceccccsssecccc sed Artie Ortego 


romantic nature. Best it can hope 
for is lower-bracket billing. 

Yarn, what there is of it, has to 
do with heavy trying to put small 
freighting oufit out of business, so 
that he may acquire ranch owned by 
brother and sister, who also operate 
hauling trick. Reason for all this, 
unknown to anybody but heavy, is 
fact the railroad is coming through 
and wants right-of-way through the 
ranch. Of course, heavy doesn’t get 
property; of course, he gets his, in 
the end; and of course, hero Johnny 
triumphs and everybody is happy, 
except the heavy and his cohorts, 
‘cause they're dead, the rascals. 

Brown pretty much walks through 
his role, although part of the time 
on his hoss, and Hatton seems to be 
lost in the shuffle. William H. Ruhl 
plays villain in static fashion, with 





Robert Winkler and Virginia Bel- 
mont, young ranchowners whom 


Johnny helps in saving their outfit 
and ranch. Lambert Hillyer might 
have drained more action out of his 


direction in this Barney A. Sarecky | 


edits are 


Whit. 


production. Technical c1 
average 


Paecifie Adventure 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 


Columbia production and release. 
Ron Randell; features Muriel Steinbeck. 
Directed by Ken G. Hall. Screenplay, John 
Chandler, Alec Coppel. based upon an adap- 
tation by Hall and Max Afford: camera, 
George Heath; editor, Terry Banks. At 


Stars 


New York theatre, N. ¥.. week Nov. 25, 
‘47. Running time, 62 MINS, 

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith..fton Randell 
Lady M. Kingsford Smith. Muriel Steinbeck 
Charles Ulm jt se 030 ween ..John Tate 
Kay Sutton..... sseeeees. SOY Nichols 
Nan Kingsford Smith Sakepe OM Taylor 
Capt. G. Allan Hanceck.....Alec Kellaway 
Sir Hubert Wilkins ; ...John Dease 
gt |) a A Joe Valli 
Arthur Powell .. Marshall Crosby 
Harold Kingsford Smith... 2...John Dunne 


Beau Sheil 
Tommy 


Jb uct ctmk wed bes Edward Smith 
Pethybridge........../ Alan Herbert 


Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes........... Himself 
Caapegian ‘a. .-Ge: Dawplers <. osa cde hse Pan Himeaec if 
John Stannage...........ece0.+++..Himself 





An Australian import, “Patific Ad- 
venture” unreels the story of pioneer 
Aussie airman, Sir Charles Kingsford 
Smith. The aviator’s exploits might 
well have been filmed into a telling 


4 and forceful biopic, but this Colum- 


bia version is singularly dull. Pic- 
ture’s documentary style fails to 
build audience mterest and the mar- 
ket for this entry obviously lies in 
the double bills. 

In preparing exploitation and bally 
for “Adventure,” exhibs would do 


| well to emphasize the film is not a 


war picture. Kingsford Smith, as is 
generally known, chalked up a num- 
ber of long-distance hops a score of 
years ago before flying to his death 
on one of them. Flight sequences, 
which occupy the bulk of the film, 
are worth pointing up in.sales pro- 


motion. 

Ron Randell, now in Hollywood 

for Columbia, is forthright and 
virile enough as Smith but poor di- 
rection and a faulty script fail to 
give him an opportunity to exhibit 
his true thesping prowess. Story tees 
off with Smith’s discharge from the 
air force after the close of World 
War I. 
- Smith then makes a round-Austra- 
lia flight and later, with government 
backing, flies the Pacific in the 
“Southern Cross.” Starting his own 
domestie airline, he meets with re- 
verses. In an attempt to win a Brit- 
ish mail contract, he sails to London. 
Flying home in a final try for finan- 
cial support, the airman is lost with- 
out trace. ; 

Sandwiched in the flier’s career is 
a brief romance with Muriel Stein- 
beck which blooms into marriage. 
Her role is not a particularly pleas- 
ant one inasmuch as she’s continu- 
ally pleading with her husband to 
abandon his flights. Her work is 
mediocre as is the acting of the bal- 
ance of the cast. Photography is okay 
although there are numerous inser- 
tions of newsreel clips. 


lt Always Rains on 


Sanday 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Nov. 26. 


General Film Distributers release of 
Ealing Studios-Miehnel Baicon production. 
Stars Googie Withers, John McCallum, Jack 
Warner. Dirécted by Robert Hamer. Screen- 
play by Angus Macphail, Robert Hamer, 
Henry Cornelius from novel by Arthur 
la Bern; editor, Michael Truman; music, 
Georges Auric; camera, Douglas Slocombe, 
Jeff Seaholme. At Leicester Square, Nov. 
25, '47. Running time, 92 MINS. 








Rose Sandigate............- Googie Withers 
George Sandigate........Bdward Chapman 
Vi Sandigate....... eebcboageeses Susan Shaw 
Doris Sandigate........... Patricia Plunkett 
Alfie Sandigate.........-..2+0. David Lines 
Boery  FiVOU s.2 0894s ovede te Sydney Tafler 
Sadie Hvams......ce.+-.. Betiy Ann Davies 
MG FIV aR, odes 0 oc oe. db ve agen’ John Slater 
Beatle . . ..#4*teaveake Jed pes + a Jane Hylton 
Bolly Ay amis... s ices ccccbee Meier Tzeiniker 
Wotemy SwaRw.; .0...06scesens John MeCallum 
LAPT rey ee ee Jimmy Hanley 
DUOMO 2.0. ccbesicidesteoeetiae John Carol 
Set. Fothergill....... Gocvies us Jack Warner 
Bat. Leech... cbedensdertsce Frederick Piper 
Mra. Spry. ..s-scaccccess Hermione Baddeley 
Slopey Collins...... bb deeesa Michael Howard 
Ted Edwards..... eeccccseseeves Nigel Stock 
Caleb Noowley. .ccotevcsevecects John Salew 
Rives. HeGses . .. cevenueveours Gladys Henson 
Mire. Watson. o.0.scs fonssticess Edte Martin 





Gloom, and more gloom creeps 
into every foot of this film. For those 
to whom misery and art are synony- 
mous, this may be entertainment, but 
the average patron will feel no better 
for having spent 90 minutes watching 
Dead End folk living Dead End lives. 





In days when a British High Court 
jury has given legal sanction to anti- 
| Semites, Fascists possibly will find 


| 


| some ready ammunition in this. In 


tive. endowing the pic with the vivid !the U. S., film might win approval 


from a limited audience. 
Story opens in London's East End 


on a wet Sunday, Normal routine to 
many of its inhabitants is upset by 
the news that a former. residen 
convict John McCallum, has esca 
from jail. He makes for the house 
occupied .by a former sweetheart, 
now married to an easy-going man, 
— of a couple of grown daugh- 
ers. 

Her love for the convict is re- 
awakened, and she hides him until 
night. He deserts her when her com- 
plicity is discovered, and she at- 
tempts suicide. Meanwhile the pelice 
have thrown a cordon round the dis- 
trict, and a lengthy, unnecessary 
chase occurs until the convict is 
caught. Minor sequences deal with 
cheap gangsters and a couple of luke- 
warm love affairs. The escaped con- 
vict theme is becoming common- 
place, but the labelling of wrong- 
doers with a religious tag, when such 
description has no real bearing on 
| the story, looks dangerous.. Produc- 
| tion and camera work have merit 
j and authenticity, 

Googie Withers gives a sound pere- 
formance as the harassed housewife 
in love with the convict, but the 
minor key in which everything is 
pitched tends to make her mo- 
notonouss Her husband, Edward 
Chapman, is in perfect harmony with 
his surroundings while McCallum 
gives the convict the necessary 
brutality. 

Jack Warner is once again the 
cockney detective and the supporting 
east is well chosen. Susan Shaw, as a 
rebellious daughter, hints distinct 
promise. 

Film has too much against it to in- 
sure popularity, and will find it hard 
sledding to win audiences over here. 
Cane. 





The Winner 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
(Songs) 

Artkino release of Mosfilm 
duction Features Ilya lerevertsey, Irina 
Cheredniachenko. Directed by Andrei Froe 
low. Screenplay, Sergei Viadimirsk, V. 
Yurenev; camera, V. Petrov; music, V. 
Affasiev; songs, Viadimir Lebedev-Kumach; 
English titles, Charles Clement. Previewed 


Studios proe 


N. Y., Noy. 26, ‘47. Running time, 89 
MINS. 
ah a A Pee Viadimir Voloedin 
Mrs. Privalov....... . Anastasia Zuyeva 
Nikita Krutikov.,.......... Ilya Perevertsev 
Nina Grekova....... Irina Cheredniachenke 
GIGI 5:65 0.40 0% 0 ond Keesinn Vassily Gribnov 
Turi WROOV snc Os cle wee cd \lexander Stepanov 
Mrs ROGOV eves wevnceose Tamara Govyorkova 
Koshialoyv......e¢dseee0es.++-. Sergei Blinikoy 
LIN, ..28eo Mi eth cepeeeens Anton Byelov 
(In Russian; English Titles) 
In this musicumedy of Russia’s 


fistic arena, the film’s hero rides 
nearly two weeks on a train, and 
then goes into the ring seeking the 
boxing title. As expected, he gets 
kayoed. Which would seem to prove 
that it’s impossible to become a 
champ athlete, even in Russia, with- 
out regular training. Main com- 
plaint over this amiable little film 
is that it takes so long to prove this 
point. Okay for Russo-language 
theatres, where it should be a relief 
from the usual diet of Soviet propa- 
ganda pix. 

Soviet producers might be inter- 
ested to know that in the matter of 
title fights, defeated aspirants have 
come back to win in the U. S. on 
several occasions. So that the idea 
of a worthy foe returning to seek 
the championship after one defeat is 
not exactly original. 

Story has a husky Siberian athlete 
being developed into a heayyweight 
ring champ. There’s much elabora- 
tion about a femme swimmer falling 
for him. Also, much hocus-pocus 
over whether he will stay in the 
fistic game and near his sweetheart, 
or return to his former home in Si- 
beria. Persuaded to return to hunt- 
ing big game in the Siberian woods, 
he rides nearly to his destination 
and then back to Moscow before 
making up his mind. (Train ride, 
incidentally, is too long even in the 
picture). Naturally, he returns to 
seek the boxing champ title of Mos- 
cow. 


Pic apparently marks Russo pro- 
ducers’ discovery of the fight ring 
as possible film locale. That's the 
only fe lanation for numer- 
ous pat pugilistic angles and patter 
that’s been done countless times in 
U. S. pictures. The title fight 
scenes are surprisingly dull. 

Andrei Frolow’s direction is 
much better than the actual story. 
Camera work of V. Petrov, not in- 
cluding the wornout newsreel clips 
for some of the Moscow stadium 
scenes, is among the best to come 
from Soviet in months. 

Pic marks the Screen debut of 
Irina Cheredniachenko, blond 
beaut, as the swimmer and all-roun 
femme athlete. She's a first-rate 
thespian by Russo standards. The 
hero is impressively played by Ilya 
Perevertsev- He might possibly be 
a future bet—if he can cut down 
the length of his name. Vladimir 
Volodin, standby favorite in any 
Soviet musical, is excellent in~ the 
comedy fole of fight manager. i 
s~eing, too, is the best of severa 
efforts Wear. 


Preps EL Pic in Italy 
Holiywood, Dec. 2. 
Leonard Picker planed to Italy to 
spend. a month supervising prepara- 
tions of start of Eagle-Lion’s “Sons 
of Musketeers.” Turhan Bey stars, 
Picker produces. 
He'll line up remainder of cast on 
return here next month, and will go 
back to Italy early in February. 
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Paris Va 


ude, Niteries Slump as ‘Names’ 


Flee; Ballet, Legit OK: Pix Bad 


By MAXIME DE BEIX 
Paris, Nov. 25. 

Most noticeable change currently 
taking place in show business here 
is the practical disappearance of the 
variety show. This type of amuse- 
ment, lang popular in Paris under 
the title of cafe concert, and which 
until recently still held a few stands, 
can be considered extinct, for lack of 
houses. ‘ ; 

The old cafe concert which had 
more recently become music hall 
vanished for several reasons, of w hich 
the first is the supertax imposed upen 
it. Musicals and legit are taxed 
about 25%. Vaeude pays 47°, hence 
going in-the red et the slighte:t pro- 
vocation. Edith Pief, currently in 
America, was here at the Etoile. 
The house has been losing heavily 


for the last two years. It would have | 


cost still more, but instead of a con- 
tinuous vaude policy the house has 
been used for legit for long spells, 
thus minimizing the loss. 

Another reason is that most of the 
vaude names have left France to 
play areas where they get better 
salaries and appreciated currencies. 
Among the Most popular names now 
in America are Maurice Chevalier, 
Lucienne Boyer, Miss Piaf, Jean 
Sablon, Roger Dann and Jacques 
Pills, Georges Guetary is in London 
and Charles Trenet in Brussels. 
When laiter comes back here it will 
be in a one-man show so as to gel 
in a lower tax bracket. 

Vauce talent, deprived of an out- 
let, is seeking radio jobs, and is get- 
ting much lower salaries than usu- 
ally reported. Top moneymaker is 


currently Yves» Montand, followed 
by Georges Ullmer and Dassrary. 
Miss Montand never commanded 


more than $800 for a special show. 


Old Names Disappear 

A lot of former names have prac- 
tically disappeared or have lost 
value.’ Marie Dubas, Georgius, Rina 
Ketty, Lise Gauthy, Line Clevers, 
Reda Caire, ete. And with the slump 
on niteries, few outlets are offered 
new talent. Suzy Solidor, Colette 
Mars and until recently Yolanda did 
well in cabaret work, but except for 
a few clubs, business is waning iast. 
Champs Elysees (Bernard 
has the pick of the carriage trace. 
Suzy Solidor, Monsigneur 
Parisienne are active. 

But the big places—meaning Lido 


for the Champs Elysees and Tabarin | 
for Montmartre—are getting most of 


the trade. They can afford to put on 
shows which the intimate boiie can’t 
hope for, with name acts. Laurel 
and Hardy, at $10,000 per week, 
closed Noy. 23 after doing two a day 
with a sketch at the Lido, supported 
by an English performer, Henry 
Moreni. They are taking a couple 
of weeks off in Paris before going to 
Brussels on the first leg of a long 
tour which will take them to Aus- 


tralia, and bring them back via the | 
U. S. to play London in December, | 


"48. 

But for ‘American acts, there are 
currently few outlets,in Paris. Lo- 
cal neweomers who look likely vaude 
bets are Renee Lebas, Lily Fayol 
and Lysiane Rey, also I4-year-okd 
Simone Lengloire, who uses . Miss 
Piaf’s songs. Of the former vaude 
stands, some have gone legit, fome 
pictures, 

Mitty Goldin’s ABC is playing a 
revie. The Alhambra, currently 
housing the Grand Ballet de Morte 
Carlo, is prepping a musical. So is 
the Etoile, as well as the European 
and Bobino. Same is true of Casino 
Montparnasse, Folies Belleville and 
Excelsior have gone pictures, and 
Petit Casino, last of the old guard, 
is about to do the same and has 
closed for alterations. 

Tin Pan Alley Socked 

Local Tin Pan Alley is also feeling 
it badly. A few composers, such as 
Francis Lopez or Vincent Scotto, 
are getting a big income through 
the SACEM, but most of the 5,000 
songsters here are getting pittances. 

If vaude is disappearing, Paris is 
taking more and more to ballets. 


Col. Vasvily de Basi]'s Original Bal- | 


let Russe, at the Palais de Chaillot, 
got no raves. But the Ballet des 
Champs Elysees, at the Theatre des 
Champs Elysees, and the Grand Bal- 


let de Monte Carlo, at the Alhambra. | 


are both clicking. 

The Champs Elysees, with 
choreography by Boris Kochno and 
Rolsnd Petit, has 
Nathalie Philippart, Irene Shorick. 
Micheline Morriss, Nina Viroubova 
and Briansky.. With costumes and 
Scenery by Christian Dior, they not 
ony play classics such as “Ballet 
ce la Mort” but such modern ma- 


Hilda) | 


and Vie! 


Jezn Babilee, | 


‘terial as “Bal des Blanchisseuses” 
and “Les Forains.” 

Contrasting in style is the Grand 
Ballet de Monte Carlo, which fea- 
tures much American talent, such 
as Rosella Hightower, Andre Eglev- 
sky, Marjorie Tallchief, Georges 
Skibine, Yvonne Patterson, David 





Raher, Peter Holmes and Nathan 
Baker. Choreography is by Michel 
Fokine, Broninslava Nijinska and 


jalso Serge Lifar. The performances 
}are regular sellouts. 
| In spite of ‘local dispiriting con- 
| ditions, legit business is fairly active, 
| with plenty new shows and more to 
'come. But up to date the only smash 
lis Jean Anowilh’s “Invitation au 
| Chateau,” at the Atelier, which Gil- 
jbert Miller is likely to get for 
| America. 
Pictures are not doing so well. 
| Despite the recent tilting of prices, 
, grosses are unsatisfactory, As to the 
|production end, it’s in very bad 
|shape. The French studios are prac- 
, tically deserted. The cost of produc- 
‘tion, refusal of banks to finance pro- 
'duction, and interference of the 
| technicians in production matters 
are driving producers to operate 
abroad, 
The American 


campaign against 


|pictures, in part of the press, still 
continues, and the French picture 
authorities are not helping Ameri- 


Buda Niteries 
Take Battering 


Budapest, Nov. 25. 


Budapest’s night life suffered a 
{new blow reeently when the gov- 
ernment ordered that all cafes, 
nightclubs, bars and similar places 
have to close down at midnight 
week days and at 1 a.m. Sundays. 
Till now, shutdown was unlimited. 
Theeties aud cinemas have to emp- 
ty out at 11 p.m. 

| Prior to this. however, almost all 
prominent night spots had been 
| closed by the police as their owners 
had been overcharging customers. 
| Arizona, Palais de Danse and other 
nightclubs were closed due to this 
aciion leaving the Moulin Rouge as 
only existing class nightclub in 
town. Many cafes and drugstores 
were closed too. 


According to official ruling these 
places may be claimed by anybody. 
Reports show that Palais de Danse 
was claimed by the Society of 
| Democratic Hungarian Women, 
| Cafe de Paris by a tobacconist, Kis 
| Moulin by a shoemaker and Cafe 
Debrecen by the Trade Union of 
Cafe Workers. 

A government order had also for- 
| bidden much use of lights due to 
ithe coal shortage, so it’s possible 
| that Budapest, once Europe’s “Town 





j of Light.” will soon be a dark town. | 





‘TOKYO CRACKS DOWN ON 
‘EROTIC’ FILMS, PLAYS 


* Tokyo, Nov. 25. 

| With revision of the nation’s 
criminal code. Tokyo’s Metropolitan 
| Police Board last week announced 
| its intention of cracking down on 
“erotic” films, revues and plays. 

| Under present plan, show producer 
| will be punished with penal servitude 
of not more than six months or a 


fine of not more than 500 yen ($10) | 


| if “in any case, the vital parts, hips. 
+o chests of girls are revealed in an 
| attempt to express extreme eroti- 
 cism.” 





} 


Not One Paying Customer 


For Mex ‘Fatal Woman’ 
Mexico City, Dec. 2. 


Times truly are tough for local 
legit theatres. Teatro Ideal was 


obliged to omit its show night of Nov. 
27. At curtain time. not a single 
ticket had been sold. The eight who 
were in the audience on passes were 
asked to call some other time. 
Show was “Ud Tiene Ojos de Mu- 
jer Fatal” (“You Have the Eyes of a 
Fatal Woman”), 
so badly that but one performance a 
day was given. However, Ideal is 


making something of a comeback | 


with Armando Calvo. Spanish ro- 


mantic actor, who has madea rep in 


Mexican pix. 


which had drawn | 


SLOW-STARTING ‘LIL’ 
NOW WOW IN PROVINCES 


London, Nov, 27. 

Despite fact that “Diamond Lil,” 
starring Mae West, started slowly in 
the provinces, it is now picking up. 
Show did practically capacity in 
Glasgow last week and is doing big 
business this week in Liverpool. 

To comply with the policy of the 
Prince of Wales theatre, show will 
play twice-nightly when it opens in 
London in January, replacing “Pic- 
cadilly Hayride.” At the suggestion 
of Val Parnell, “Lil” is being given 
period setting with even theatre and 
staff adorned to create Gay Nineties 
atmosphere. 

Meanwhile La West is burning the 
midnight oil, rewriting the play in 
time for its London production. 





‘Ease In Swede 


Relaxation of the current 50% 
freeze on remittances of American 
| film earnings in Sweden is unlikely 
at the present time, according to 
'Carl Nelsen, prexy of the Monark 
and Royal Film Distributing Coas., 
| who arrived in New York, Monday 
(1) aboard the Gripsholm. He was 
accompanied by Schamyl Bauman, 
head of the Sandrew-Bauman Fikn 
Co, and Bauman Productions. 





| Nelson based his opinien on 
i Sweden’s current dollar shortage. 
| Boxoffice has slumped in Sweden 


much the same as it has in the U. S. 
although he expressed belief that 
gresses soon would be on the up- 
grade again. 


Swedish film faces 
the bugaboo of high taxes, Nelson 


declared. Produeers’ incomes 


industry also 


bite on admissions runs around 20°:. 


Nelson and Bauman, who plan to 
| remain in New York until Dec. 18, 
|; brought with them six prints of | 


newly producéd Swedish 
Three were made by Bauman’s firm 
While the remainder belong to 
Monark-Royal. 


While in the U.S. 


their 
well as siudy = studio 
on the Coast. Pair is 
return to Sweden 


, tributional deals for 
imports as 
operations 
slated to 

March. 
20 PRC films for Swedish distribu- 
tion last year, said he may negotiate 
,similar deals with American indies. 


!A veteran film director, Bauman is 


making his first visit to the U. S. 


Small British Exhibs 
Beefing at Distributor | 
Setup on Wedding Pic 


London, Dec. 2. 

' Guburban and other small-town 
_independent exhibitors are protesting 
loudly against the way the special 
'Gaumont three-reel Technicolor 
special of the royal wedding is be- 
_ing distributed, claiming they are 
virtually frozen out until the event 
will be nearly ancient bistory. Sub- 








ject was made for, and is being dis- | Bridge” ), 
Sign of the Anchor”) and “Muzi- 


tributed here, by the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization. 


B. T. Davis; head of the Cine- 
maitograph Exhibitors Assn. said he 
| Was opposed to distrib arrangements 
made on the film because the price 
was higher than that paid for the 
| Victory Parade film. Also because 
| practically no film theatres aside 
| from the Odeon and Gaumont-Brit- 
'ish circuit houses (Rank operated) 
will have the film for showing the 
first week available. 

West Lancashire branch of CEA 
| passed a resolution urging that any 
future national film should be avail- 
able to every exhib on the same 
basis at the newsreel. 

Sam Recford, Manchester manager 
for General Film Distributors, which 
is handling the film, pointed out the 
setup for handling the royal wedding 
special. He said that key cities and 
communities got the film starting 
Dec. 1 at an Odeon or Gaumont the- 
atre plus one indie cinema. 

“Tt in 
an Odeon and Gaumont cinema,” 
he said, “it will be sufficient to show 
the film at both of them and the in- 
dependent cinema will be pre- 
cluded.” 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 15 








Freeze Dim 


are | 
ltuxed at an average of 60°. while the | 


pietures. | 


| ence.” 

the two execs | 
will try to work out American dis- | 
sextet of | 
| 


next } 
Nelson, who imported 15 to | 


these towns there is both | 


Delay on MPEA Distrib in Hungary 
Blamed on Bank, Native Producers 





BANK TO AID THEATRE 


Mexico City, Nov. 28. 

Tottering theatre in Mexico, iegit 
as well as vaude, looks due for a 
new lease on life since Labor Min- 
ister Serra Rojas announced that 
the federal government has plaas to 
hypo the theatre by founding a oan‘, 
similar to that backing the pic in- 
dustry. 

Bank, Rojas revealed, will have an 
initial capital of $100,000 (U.S.) of 
which the government will provide 
half and theatre men the rest, in 
cash or in credits. 

The government, distressed be- 
cause showfolk are the only unien- 
ists in Mexico who don’t-have their 
own hospital, will also help them ez- 
tablish such an institution by provid- 
ing medicos and apparatus, Rojas 
said. 


Red-Led Czech 

Pix in the Red 
Prague, Dec. 2. 

Charges of Communist control of 
film production touched off a hot 
parliamentary debate last week in 
which it was revealed that the Czech 
industry has been operating at a 
deficit. Assailed by leaders of five 
other parties, Information Minister 
Vaclav Kopecky, a Communist, was 
also asked why his ministry wasted 
paper on pulp novels while refusing 
it for serious works, and why the 


|outside world was not better in- 
_formed about Czechoslovakia, 


According to a spokesman for the 
Information Ministry?, it was ad- 
mitted that the film industry was 
“strongly under Communist infi:- 
He said about 60% of the 
workers were Communists but 
pointed out that the head of the 
ministry’s film section was a Na- 
| tional Socialist and heads of the for- 
eign department were Socialists. 

Five Films Shot 

Despite limited equipment and che 

fact that Russia is using part of its 








Monopoly hzs completed five films in 
recent months. Most notable of this 
quintet is “Sirena” (“The Strike”), a 
prize winner at the Venice Film Fes- 
tival. Directed by Karel Stekly, film 
is based on a novel by the contem- 
pory Czech authoress, Marie Maje- 
rova. Book deals with coal miners at 
the turn of the century. 

Also completed at the Barandorf 
studios here is “Krakakit,” directed 
by Otakar Vavra and starring Czech 
actress, Florence Marly, who is now 
in Hollywood appearing in Para- 
mount’s “The Sealed Verdict.” 
“Krakakit’s” plot is based on a 20- 
year-old Karel Capek novel which 


stroying the world. 
Other new films are “Most” (“The 
“Znameni Kotvy” (“The 


kant” (“Musicians”). Directed by 
Frantisek Cap, “Kotvy” is the story 
of & magician and his medium. Cap 
also handled “Muzikant,.” a tale of 
itinerant groups of South Bohemia» 
villagers. 

Puppet films are coming in for at- 
tention, too. A productive group 
working in Zlin is shooting satiric 


Jiri Trnka, is making shorts of 
Czech folklore. All films of this type 
are in color: 


Censor Axes ‘Open City’ . 
In Arg. After 12th Week 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 2. 
Rubbing some Peronistas’ the 
| wrong way. the Italian film “Open 








| fascist message. was suddenly re- 
moved from exhibition in Argentine 
| theatres. Unexplained action caused 
| Italian Ambassador Giutino Arpe- 
sani, a former leader of the Italian 
partisans, to take the matter up with 
Foreign Minister Juan Bramuglia, 
| who said he would see what he could 
do. 

The picture was in its 12th week 
|at a local theatre doing solid busi- 
'ness when the manager received an 
| anenymous official phone call 
demanding immediate withdrawal of 
i the film. 


hast 
asus 


, Brown,” 


|“Ali Baba,” “Stolen Life.” 


studio facilities, the Czech State Film | ¢: 


films with wooden toys. Another | 
unit, under the direction of painter | 


City.” which has a powerful anti- | 


Budapest, Nov. 
Because only six feature pictures 


MEX. GOVT. WILL SET UP’ sor been released by the U. §S. 


Motion Picture Export Assn. since 
September, the public here is try- 
ing to learn the exact cause of the 
slowdown on American product. It 
appears fairly obvious that the 
MPEA officially has not altered pre- 
viously announced plans for releas- 
ing about. 88 new pictures in the 
1947-48 season nor deviated to any 
extent from the rapid pace of re- 
‘leasing followed in the previous 
| season. 

rt Checkup reveals that MPEA pic- 
|tures which arrived in the country 
|recently have been held back at the 
‘customs office awaiting import 
| licenses, some having laid there for 
| three to six months. Back of this de- 
_lay is the action of the Hungarian 
| National Bank which demands con- 
crete figures before giving okay on 
MPEA films. 

Stand of the” bank is thai it can 
permit import only to “artistic and 
worthwhile” films because of the 
Hungarian dollar shoriage. It’s even 
understood that the bank wants the 
MPEA to lay down a specilic figure 
|} as to what is expected in return for 
ja pieture, and if this is done the 
bank may okay an import license. 

As a result of this logjam at the 
, customs’ office, there now are nearly 
}40 MPEA pictures awaiting release 
including “Notorious.” “National 
| Velvet~,” “Philadelphia Story,” “Cluny 
“Song. of Bernadette,” 
“Razer’s Edge,” “Saratoga Trunk,” 
“Madame 








Curie” ¢ 


aa 

In some other circles, it’s reported 
that the MPEA slowdown is part of 
the campaign by the Communist film 
company, Mafirt, to hamper Ameri- 
can full-scale releasing efiorts. In 
the meanwhile, this company has 
dumped a lot of forcign-made films 
on the local market ineluding 
“Caesir and Cleopaira.” “London 
Town,” “Blithe Snirit” and “Le Ba- 
taille du Rail.” Both “Caesar” and 
“Spirit” are rated flops at the local 
boxoffice. 

Big Four Balk 

Another factor in the releasing 
setup is the part plaved by the Big 
Four of Hungarian fi!m distributors. 
;These_ distribs, Mojiirt, Orient, 
Kimort and Sarlo, own about 90% 
‘of Hungary’s§ theatres. Because 
there are no privately-owned film 
bouses here or in other leading 
cre, tee. Mstr’'s: m « a'temnt to 
boycott MPEA films. Only catch to 
| this setup is that even the yen to 


‘land their own productions in their 


houses might not last long if patrons 


,Stny away when American fare is 
' lecking. 


Another angle is that such com- 
panies as Orient have managed to 


|; make deals for U. S. protuct not un- 
der MPEA wing, mainly United Ar- 
, tists and indies like Earle-Lion, etc. 


Orient now. has about °%5 American 


, pictures independent of MPEA in- 
| cluding 14 Hal Roach films and also 


“C: ptain Fury,” “One Million B. C..” 
“Mask of Dijon,” “Shanshai Ges- 
ture,” “Lost Honeymoon.” “South- 


treats of an explosive capable of de- | erner” and “Fabulous Dorseys.” 
| Kimort has annonvaced that it has 


| purchased “The Dictaior,” “Mon- 
|sieur Verdeux,” “Ta, Be or Not To 
| Be.” “Ball of Fire,” “Sundown” and 
“Foreign Correspondert” for a price 
reperted to be near $34,000. 


GUIZAR GOING INTO 
MEX PIC PRODUCTION 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

Tito Guizar, Mexicen cowboy 
troubadour, turns pic producer when 
he returns from the stztes early 
in January. He’s completed plans 
, to produce two pix a year in Mcex- 
ico in assdeiat‘on with Salvador 
Elizondo, production chief of Clasa 
Films. 

Guizar has played in several Mexi- 
can pix. He began that work 12 
years ago. He was tic star of the 
first pic to make Mex co inierna- 
tiona'ly known, “Alla en E!] Rancho 
| Grande” (“Way Down on the Ranche 
| Grande”’). 


Private Eat 
Should Go in London 


London, Noy, 28. 
“Private Enterprice.” a topical 
controversial industrial play by St. 
‘John Ervine, preemed at the St 
James theatre last Tuesday (25). 
Spieididiy acted and well re- 
ceived, the piece looks to have an 
jeven chance for success. 
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Status of Banned Are. Radio Stars 
Unchanged; Advertisers Snarled 


Montevideo, Nov. 25. 

In spite of all promises of an am- 
nesty for Argentina’s banned radio 
stars, there has been no change in 
the situation which keeps them off 
the ‘air. 

Negotiations to secure renewal of 
some of the canceled radio licenses 
had been undertaken by a prominent 
radio magazine owner, who is in 
league with the all-powerful Senora 
de Peron. He had assured many of 
the banned actors and commentators 
that they would get permission to go 
back to the air- early in November, 
and many were waiting to see what 
price they would have to pay, either 
in promises of electoral support, or 
some other quid-pro-quo. To date, 
however, nothing has materailized. 

It was hoped that the .reported 
deal Whereby a government syndi- 
cate had purchased a majority hold- 
ing in the shares of Editorial Haynes, 
operators of Radio El 
the newspaper “El Mundo,” would 
lead to a return to the air of some 
of the Mundo talent which has been 
banned since the radio strike of Oc- 
tober, 1946 But although the deal 
seems set, there has been no appar- 
ent change in the web’s policy, or 
in the treatment it receives at the 
hands of the Radio Control Board. 

The board applied a three - hour 
suspension against Radio Belgrano, 
in which Senora de Peron is now re- 
puted to be a partner, for ex¢essive 
commercial advertising included in 
its programs. In making his deal 
with the new partners, Jaime Yan- 
kelevich, Radio Belgrano. prexy, is 
believed to have promised them 
heavy profits, and to make good he 
is having to overload his web with 


commercial spots, over and above 
the amount allowed under the 
stringent government regulations. 


Insiders state that a clash between 
Yankelevich and his new partners 
will be inevitable sooner or later, as 
they are determined to keep strict 
tabs on all accounting. 

Radio advertisers are encounter- 
ing plenty of snags in their dealings 
with talent since the Labor Secre- 
tariat put into force the new statute 
for dramatic talent. This is con- 
Siderably increasing costs, as actors 
may not work more than six hours 
aday and the rates of pay have been 
upped at least 30%. Actors Union 
is also stymying any doubling by 
actors in each cast, in an effort to 
featherbed and create more openings 
for new talent. 

‘All these snags notwithstanding, 
advertisers are booking time on Ar- 
gentine radio as never before and 
1948 looks like a record year for the 
webs. . 





British Pix Situation 
Snafus ‘Chris Columbus’ 


London, Nov. 25. 
Due to uncertainty of film situ- 
ation and high cost of production, 
work on “Christopher Columbus” 

has been terfMporarily postponed. 
The Gainsborough Pictures Tech- 
nicolor epic, based on the Rafael 
Sabatini book, wag to have started 
next May at a cost of over a mil- 
lion dollars, with script now finished 
and being perused by Fredric 
March (who is to play title role) 
for approval. Florence Eldredge, 
, his wife, was to have been featured. 





Davis, Collins To 


Manage Aquarium 
London, Nov. 25. 


Reg favis and Will Collins have 
joined the board of directors and 
take over active management of the 
Aquarium, Brighton., as of Dec. 1. 

Davis joined Collins, one of old- 
est established agents in England, 
couple of years ago. Among the 
acts they handle is Carroll Levis. 
Aquarium will run circus and con- 
cert parties, among other attrac- 
tions, with deal involving $400,000. 


- Wee-Watters for Mex 


Mexico City, Nov. 25. 





Permits have been granted by the | 


Ministry of Communications and 
Public Works for establishment and 
Operation of 250-watt commercial 
radio stations in the important pro- 
vincial towns of Merida, capital of 
Yucatan state: Montemoreles, Nuevo 
Leon state, on the eastern Texas 
border, and Iguala, Guerrero state. 

Simiiar permits have been grant- 
ed for 26 AM stations in various 
parts of Mexico, 


+2 





Mundo and | 


7” 


Nip Song-&-Dance Star, 


Takamine, in Film Debut 


Tokyo, Nov. 25. 

Denjiro Okochi, veteran Jap 
cinema star, draws the leading role 
as elderly ex-principal of a girl’s 
high school in Shin Toho’s latest 
production, “Kofuku e no Shotai” 
(“Invitation to Happiness”), Takako 
Irie gets top femme billing. 

Pic will mark: debut of Hideko 
| Takamine into dramatic roles. - For- 
merly 
she'll 





appear as a young woman 


working hard to support her daugh- | 


an unsuccessful 
(legal in Japan). 


ter, who dies after 
abortion 


Argentine Film Prod, Is 
Stabilized Despite Big 
Rise in Costs, Sez Indie 


Argentine studio costs have spurt- 
ed to four times prewar costs, indie 


film producer Manuel Pena Rod- 
riguez declared in’ N. Y. Monday 
(1). Nevertheless, he added, pro- 
duction costs in his own country 
have not spiraled as much as in 
other Latin-American countries, no- 


tably Mexico. 
film-making is stabilized at 
to about 60-70 pictures 
while Mexican ‘production 
| slumping. 

| Essentially an agricultural coun- 
try, Argentine has not felt the rise 


present 
annually 
is still 


in living costs as sharply as has the |! 


U. S. and others. This Rodriguez 
| said, has helped to prevent labor un- 
{rest at the studios. Even so, wages 
'of manual workers such as carpen- 

ters and electricians have risen 100% 
over the prewar standard. 

Rodriguez planed in from Brazil 
following the world preem of his 
| United Artists distributed Argentine 
film, ‘““Mirad Los Lirios del Campo,” 
recently held at Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

During his New York stay the pro- 
ducer huddling 
| office execs regarding the exploita- 
tion campaign for ‘“‘Mirad” as well as 
discussing details on four more films 
| he’s scheduled to deliver to UA be- 
tween now and Dec. 31, 48. He plans 
to return to Buenos Aires the end 
of the week. 

UA Five-Picture Deal 

This block of pictures for UA 
incidentally, represents Rodriguez’s 
initial step into independent produ- 
tion with his firm known as Sur 

Cinematografica Argentina. Long 
| the motion picture editor of Buenos 
! Aires’ La Nacion, he entered film- 
jmaking in 1942 with “Juvenilia,” 
which he made for Estudios San 
Miguel. His current five-picture deal 
with UA calls for the latter to handle 
| distribution throughout Latin-Amer- 
ica with options for the balance of 
the’ world. 

As, for remittances on earnings of 
American films in Argentina, Rod- 
riguez said that the government is 
making every effort to solve the 


is 





| 100% freeze resulting from the re- 
cent decision of the British Treasury 
forbidding conversion of pounds into 
idollars. “However,” he added, “it’s 
| very hard to say just when an ad- 
| justment will be made of the situa- 
| tion.” Argentina has plenty of pounds 
| gained from sales of wheat and beef 
to Britain, but on the other hand 
lacks dollars which U. S. distribs de- 
mand for their films. 

Rodriguez also revealed he plans 
‘construction of a modern studio in 
Buenos Aires with building to get 
}under way in January or February. 
Plant will have at least two sound 
| Stages. Next on his UA production 
‘slate is “Concierto Para Mano Iz- 
quierda” (“Concerto for the Left 
| Hand”) starring Jacob Ben-Ami; “El 
|Malon,” based upon the book by 
‘Commandes Prado; “Don Fernan- 
dez,” comedy by Ivo Pelay; “La Vida 
|de Fregoli,” dealing with the mem- 
|oirs of the noted Italian, as well as 
| several others. 





Prater’s Ersatz Chaplin Back 
Vienna, Nov 24. 

Hans Schwefel, the Charlie Chap- 
lin of the Prater, local amusement 
' district, has returned home. Schwefel 
had to flee from Austria in March, 
1938, due to the Nazis. 

Schwefel was one of Chaplin’s best 
imitators and the Fortuna Palace, a 
small but in the Prater, always did 
good business with him. He intends 
; to go back on the job, when recon- 
| struction of the Prater, which burnt 
down completely last year, is fin- 
ished. 





H’ wood Still Leads Mex 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

Unquestioned popularity of Ameri- 
can pix in Mexico is again demon- 
strated by the fact that of the 321 
pix released here this year up to 
Oct. 31, Hollywood contributed 199. 
Mexicans were a poor second with 
51, and the others were: Argentinian, 
32; British, 22; French, nine; Spanish 
rand Chilean, three each, and Italian 
and Cuban, one each. 


Last year, 79° Mexican pix were 





a song-and-dance-show fave, | 


As a result Argentine | 


'the Entertainment 
\fringement of the government-im- 


with UA home- | 


released in Mexite. 





‘Arg. Union Trying To 
Force Vaude Into Pix 
Houses to Aid Talent 


| * . 
Montevideo, Nov. 25. 


Government-controlled Syndicate 
of Entertainment Workers in Argen- 


j}tina' is again agitating to force ex- 


| hibitors to include vaudeville turns | 


|in film performances, with purpose 
of extending employment among Ar- 
gentine entertainers. 

Exhibitors are anxious to avoid 
this, because they fear that film fans 
will object. Exhibitors are enjoying 
a bonanza year, having grossed a 
total of $7,036,411 for the first six 
months of the year in Buenos Aires 
alone, and they state that the addi- 
tional cost of paying variety turns 
would be small in comparison with 
other expenses. 

Syndicate has suggested that va- 
riety turns be skedded for 11:30 p.m., 
after the last screening of feature 
pix. The last show in first-run 


BuenossAires theatres starts at 10:15 | 


‘and ‘folds at midnight. Obligatory 
variety turns following the film 
would force exhibs to start at 
9:45 p.m. or perhaps earlier, and 


| this wouldn’t suit the habits of late- 
'dining Argentinos, who rarely dine 


before nine in the evening, and often 
much. later. 

Ten theatres throughout the coun- 
try have been shuttered recently by 
Board for in- 


posed protectionist decree; forcing 
exhibitors to show at least one local 
production a month at preferential 
percentages. Shuttered theatres 
were the Moderno, Eclair and Ar- 
monia in Buenos Aires; General-Paz, 


| Avenida and Nuevo Cine Mundial, of 


Cordoba; Paris of La Plata, and 
Nueve de Julio, Majestic and Capi- 
tol of Tucuman. 


Pascal Back in Dublin 
For Production Talks 


Dublin, Nov. 28. 

After an absence of several weeks 
Gabriel Pascal returned here for 
business talks with directors of his 
new company, 
They are Joseph McGrath, promi- 
nent racehorse owner and prexy of 
Irish. Hospitals’ Sweepstake organ- 
ization, reportedly one of the richest 
men in Ireland; Arthur Cox, well- 





| known solicitor, and Dan Breen, a 


member of de Valera’s party in the |. . ‘ . 
|dios are ready for inauguration xin | 


Dail (House of Representatives). 
Pascal declined to comment on the 
nature of the talks and offered no 





information on his reported plans 
for the company to film Bernard 
Shaw’s “Androcles' and the Lion” 
and a story about St. Francis of 
Assisi. 


Current London Shows * 


London, Dec. 2. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All Over Town,” Playhouse (6). 
“Anna Lucasta,”’ Majesty’s (5). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (26). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (32). 
“Canaries Sing,” Garrick (2). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (14). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (21). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (18). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (27). 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Palace (7). 
“Fly Away Peter,” Fortune (17). 
“Girl Quite,” St. Martin’s (15). 
“Here There,” Palladium (35). 
“Honor & Obey,” Saville (2). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (26). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (16). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (9), 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (27). 
“Oxkiahoma!”, Drury Lane (31). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (12). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (3). 
“Peace Our Time,” Aldw’h (17). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (38). 
“Present Laughter,” H'ym'kt (33). 
“Private Ent.”, St. James (2). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (4). 
“Sweetest Lowest.” Ambass, (83). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (33). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (8). 











“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (31). 


Irish Productions. | 


Ecuador Goes for U.S. Action Films But 
Mex Gets Half Play Time 


With 19% Pix 





Jap Dancing Girls Sub 
For USO-Camp Shows 


Tokyo, Nov. 25. 

With the discontinuation of USO- 
Camp Shows overseas, Jap shows are 
getting top billing at GI entertain- 
ment centers. Favorites are the 
Takarazuka dancing girls, who were 
so popular with Jap public before 
the war that a million-dollar theatre 
was built solely for their shows. 





Natsuko Fukamidori and Nishiki 
Kamiyo are stars of the femme 
troupe, 





Mex Vaude Houses In 


Combo To Set Pay Top, 
| Cut Out Competition 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 
Operators of the four leading 


vaude theatres here—Teatres Lirico, 
Follies Bergeres, Iris and Tivoli— 
have formed a combo to eliminate 
competition between the houses, 
place a ceiling on pay demands of 
star players, and restrain coin de- 
mands of theatre help. 

Combo doesn’t please the Labor 
Ministry, which considers it a mo- 
nopoly. The Mexican constitution 
| bans monopolies of any kind. But 
the impresarios claim the combo is 
the only way to keep their theatres 
open. 

Lirico is commanding the highest 
vaude top in town $1.60 (U. S.), with 
Josephine Baker headlining. She’s 
tsupported by Jo Bouillon and his 
‘orch of 25. Iris’ top is $1.20 (U. S.), 


with Dick & Biondy, American com- | 
lies, and Mexican toppers Medel and 


|Rosita Fernes. But the Follies can 
only get $1 (U. S.) top with Agustin 
;Lara, top song writer and band, and 
'Tona la Negra, vet songstress. 





PERON-BANNED STAR 
| ON AIR IN URUGUAY 


Montevideo, Nov. 25. 


Nini Marshall,’ Argentina’s top- 
ranking radio comedienne and film 
|actress, has just completed a series 
iof broadcasts over Radio Carve, in 
Montevideo, sponsored by Optimo 
cooking oil. 
| This is her first radio stint since 
jthe June 1943 revolution set the 
| Peron regime in power in Argen- 
| tina, when she was banned from the 
|Argentine air-waves, under the 
‘charge of “deforming” the Argen- 
\tine language with her colloquial- 


j 
| 





|isms and witticisms. 
}sock turn in Uruguayan: radio and 
‘it’s believed many Argentine sets 
were tuned in to the Uruguayan 
| wave-lengths when she was on the 
air. 

Once the Circuito CMQ'’s ‘new stu- 


'Havana, Miss Marshall is due in 
| Cuba for radio programs, for which 
she inked a deal two years ago. She 
|is also reported mulling offers from 
| Mexican studios to make a series 
of pix at the rate of $37,500 each, 
|plus the right to approve her own 
.scripts. There is a chance that she 


|might be teamed with Cantinflas | 


(Mario Moreno), Mexico’s star 


comedian. 





. 


Burnside, Seidelman 
Glom Arg. for Eagle Lion 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 25. 


William H. Burnside, Eagle Lion 
rep, is currently in Buenos Aires, 
probing possibilities of making dual 
pix in English and Spanish in Argen- 
tina. Lower production costs in B.A. 


Eagle Lion blueprint includes mak- 
ing pix in Argentina at a cost around 
$200,000, importing British stars and 
taking on Anglo-Argentines who are 
bilingual. 

Tim Durant, Charles Chaplin’s 
agent, is mulling over deals to hire 
local studios, in which to make three 
bilingual pix with coin put up by 
Chaplin. Victor McLaglen and 
George Sanders are slated to star in 
the Chaplin productions. 

Sam Seidelman, director of Bagle 
Lion’s foreign department, is also 
in B.A, and together with Burnside 
will try and iron out the kinks slow- 
ing up exhibition of “Henry VY” here. 
They will also set up an orfaniza- 
tion for distribution of Eagle Lion 
pix in Argentina. 





She proved a/| 


are attracting foreign coin, and the | 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Ecuadorans like U.S. action films 
but dislike having our pictures 
dubbed, according te a survey of the 
market in that country just released 
by the Department of Commerce. 
The study shows that while we send 
in about 75% of all the pix screened 
in: the country, the Mexicans get 
about half of the total playing time 
on slightly under 19% of the pic- 
tures. 





Generally speaking, outside of the 
cities there are virtually no theatres 
because the population is too poor 
to pay the tab. The survey declares 
jin part: 
| “There were 71 motion picture the- 

| tres in Ecuador on June 11, “47. The 
| total seating capacity was 72,970. 
| Local distributors estimate the 
| weekly theatre attendance at 150,000. 

“Action films are the most popular 
type. Im this connection jungle 
films enjoy phenomenal popularity, 
as do some westerns. Comedy is 
popular, provided that it is not too 
subtle, for the Ecuadoran audience is 
not a sophisticated one. Musicals in 
color also enjoy considerable popu- 
larity, particularly if they include 
some Latin American music. 

“Propaganda films, or those which 
may be considered by Ecuadorans as 
designed to present U. S. life in 
overly glowing terms, are frequently 
sharply criticized, even though films 
of the same type made by Argentine 
or Mexican producers may be fairly 
well received. Films depicting the 
late war are not now popular, 

Dubbed Films Disliked 

“Outstanding criticisms against 
U. S. films from the viewpoint of 
the public were directed against 
‘dubbed’ films, propaganda films, 
films depicting cafe society, and 
films which were considered ‘over 
the public’s head.” From the view- 
point of censorship, the types of 
films usually censored are films por- 
traying divorce and unfaithfulness 
in marriage; films portraying crime, 
particularly crimes of violence and 

| gangsterism and films depicting la- 
| bor trouble, particularly where such 
iroubles involve strikes and violence. 
“In general, dubbed films are 
poorly received by Ecuadoran audi- 
ences. -They feel that the tone, man- 
ner. and inflection of dialogue, even 
iif the words are not generally under- 
stood, convey a feeling of the actor’s 
personality. Even when dubbing is 
| well done, which is not always the 
case, the movement of the actor’s 
lips does not correspond with the 
words heard from the sound track, 
thus emphasizing the separation of 
the screen image from the voice and 
contributing to a loss of reality in 


| the picture as a whole.” 
} 





| 


Joint British Council To 
| Null Production Crisis 


London, Nov. 28. 
| Urgent talks are taking place be- 
_tween the. Board of Trade and 
, Treasury to ease the monopolistic 
tendency in British production and 
provide.exhibitors with an increased 
\flow of new British films through a 
| greater number of distrib houses. 
_ Harold Wilson, president of the 
‘Board of Trade, at a joint confer- 
ence with British Film Producers 
Assn. and delegates of Film Indus- 
try Employees Council, stated that 
production crisis plans calt for the 
setting up of a national joint film 
production council to which all pro- 
duction bodies, employers and unions 
will send delegates. Wilson will be 
permanent chairman, and council's 
aim will be “to keep under review 
by the industry and the government 
the measures being taken to:promote 
the fullest and best use of available 
| film production resources. 
| Board of Trade prexy is to call a 
/meeting of U. S. production com- 
panies who are not represented by 
|'BFPA. At this meeting he will ask 
U. S. delegates why their British 
|studio space is not being put to full 
'use and what their production plans 
| are for 1948. 








MEX RADIO STRIKE BALKED 
Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

Labor Ministry has headed off the 
strike against all local radio stations 
which organized musicians and an- 
nouncers had planned to enforce 
demands for a 50% pay hike and 
shorter hours. 

Ministry induced the workers to 
sit in on talks at its offices with the 
stations’ chiefs. 
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Lesser-Poe's New Org. to Represent 
East and Abroad 


Indie Producers 


New outfit, to represent indie pro-¢ 


ducers on a much broader scope of 
activities than their eastern sales 
reps have done in the past, has been 
act up by Irving Lesser and Seymour 
Poe. Lesser is former managing di- 
rector of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
‘and Poe, formerly a United Artists 
h.o. exec, is eastern rep of Sol Lesser 
Productions. 


New organization, Producers Rep- 
resentatives, Inc., will have affiliated 


with it Producers Representatives 
International to handle the film- 
makers’ foreign problems. Lesser is 


prez and Poe treasurer of both com- 
panies, with David E. Griffiths v.p. 
of the International. He'll 
quarter in London, where for many 
years he was managing director of 
Warner Bros.- First National and 
more recently has been representing 


head- | 








Chevalier 


Continued from page 3 


fans were under the general impres- 
sion that one version had English 
dialog even though it was well-ad- 
vertised that Chevalier’s commentary 
was the only English in the picture. 
Exhibs agree on basis of this test 
that English-speaking filmgoers seem 
to prefer the old formula of sub- 
titling or dubbing to inserted narra- 
tion. 





Anglo-U.S. Film Impasse 
| Stymies Korda Producer 
Floating Loan in the US. 





American indies. He’s also former 


prez of the Kinematograph Renters | 


Society, which includes toppers of all 
British and American distribs in 
England. 

PR will represent Edward G. Rob- 
inson’s Thalia Productions; the Frank 
Melford-Julian Lesser unit, Windsor 
Pictures, and Sol Lesser Productions. 
Robinson's outfit is preparing “Har- 


ness Bull,” the story of a New York | 


cop, for United Artists release. Wind- 
sor own rights to the Gene Strat- 
ten-Porter stories, which it will film 
fer Monogram. First will be “Girl of 
the Limberlost.” Sol Lesser makes | 
the “Tarzan” series for RKO and 
also has a UA distribution contract. 


Other Services 


In addition to the usual services 
and the international setup, PR also 
is offering aid to indies in the all- | 
impertant matter of obtaining pro- 
duction financing, and has adjuncts | 
for auditing, tax consultant and legal | 
services. ° 


Affiliated with it for latter pur- 
poses are Benjamin W. Solomon, 
CPA, who has long been auditor and 
tax consultant, for Frank Capra, Ed- 
ward Small, Lesser and others, and 
Ernest Wilkinson, Washington cor- | 
porate attorney and specialist in 
matters pertaining to Government | 


agencies. He was formerly with the | 


New York firm of Dwight, Harris, 


Koegel & Caskey, who rep 20th-Fox. | Archers’ (Rank - distributed) “Black | 


Outfit in the domestic field will 
analyze and pass on exhibition 
contracts, supervise ad and pub- 


licity budgets and campaigns, super- 
vise key engagements and contact 
branches of the producer’s distrib. It 
plans to go in heavily abroad for ad- 
vice on selling rights, converting cur- 
rencies, tariffs, political restrictions, 
etc. 

Lesser, before going with the Roxy, 
Was v.p. in charge for Principal Pic- 
tures and operated theatre circuits. 
Poe was with UA for 10 years, at 
various times in charge of sales pro- 
motion, exec assistant to eastern and 
western division managers and han- 
dling west coast circuit sales. Since 
1942 he has been rep for Lesser, 
Loew-Lewin and Andrew Stone. 


N. Y. RIV WINS ON TEST 
TO CUT 306 BOOTHMEN 


Rivoli, N. Y., last week came up 
vietor in a long-running legal battie 
with twe members of New York 
projectionists’ Local 306 when a 
municipal court jury dumped the 
latter’s claim for $2,000 damages. In 
so doing, jury decided that plaintiffs 
Joseph Edelstein and Jack Kaplan 
had no ground for grievance because 
the Riv let them go when it was 
switching from a grind to a two-per- 
day policy. 

Dispute, which was something of a 
cause celebre in its day, arose in 
July, 1943. Broadway showcase then 
had opened Paramount's “For Whom 
the Bell Aolls” and as a result re- 
duced its 11 booth operators by four. 
Quartet was dropped on the basis of 
seniority and the question raised 
was whether the theatre had that 
right under its collective gargaining 
pact with 306. 

During last week’s trial before 
Justice Charles A. Curtin and a jury, 
both Monte Salmon, Rivoli’s man- 
ager, and Robert M. Weitman, man- 
aging director ef the Paramount 
theatre (N. Y.) testified. They suc- 
eessfully contended that the pact 
gave the house the privilege to cut 
down projectionists in a change of 
policy. 

yeorge Raftery, of O’Brien, Dris- 
é0li, Rafiery & Lawier, handied the 
trial chores for the Rivoli. 





| Queen Mary last week the British 


'ury’s attitude 


| was a possible coin source. 


couraging loans from hard currency 


|countries has resulted in the indef- 


inite postponement of The Archers’ 


|“Promotion of the Admiral.” Budg- 
eted at $1,500,000, 


the picture was 
slated as Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger’s first film for Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s British Lion under a 


| recent distribution deal. 


Pressburger, in the U. S. for the 
past 
some 15% of “Admiral” on location 


month, had planned to make | 





British goyetnmenf's pelity of dis- ‘at much as possible. Rodgers has al- 





in and around San Francisco, if fi- | 


nancing could have been arranged 
in this country. Before sailing on the 


producer declared the British Treas- 
made it unwise to 
seek partial financing for the film in 
America. 20th-Fox, it is understood, 


Clarifying his pact with Korda, 
Pressburger said The Archers’ agree- 
ment with the British indie was ona 
single-picture basis, an arrangement 
similar to that his firm had with 
Rank prior to switching to British 
Lion. Originally “Admiral” was to 
have rolled late in April. “Burmese 
Silver,” another possibility on The 
Archers’ schedule for Korda, has also 
been temporarily shelved due to the 
current unrest in India. 

While Pressburger was unsuccess- 





ful in his financing mission, he at 
least won a reclassification of The | 


| Narcissus.” Producer brought over a 
| different ending for the film which 
resulted in the Legion of Decency 
lifting its C (condemned) rating to 
_A2 (unobjectionable for adults.) 


N.Y. PROJECTIONISTS 
SET TO OK 10% TILT 


Some of the last remaining ob- 
stacles on way to a settlement were 
‘cut through at a special negotiations 
|meeting yesterday (Tuesday) be- 
tween projectionists Local 306 and 
|circuits reps of 20th-Fox, Loew’s, 
| RKO, Warner and Universal. With 
the circuits already on record for a 
10°o wage hike, gap between the 
union demand and company offer 
has narrowed down considerably 
and Local 306 prez Herman Gelber 
is expected to ink a compromise 
pact at an early date. 

Union contract, which has been in 
thé works for over six months, will 
cover 800 boothmen in about 200 
New York metropolitan theatres. 
Agreement on practically all points 
was attained through the personal 
intervention of Richard F. Walsh, 
prez of the” International Alliance 
of Theatrieal Stage Employees. 


Projectionists in 25 FWC 
Theatres Back to Work 


Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

Motion picture projectionists went 
‘back to work in 25 Fox West Coast 
theatres at the behest of Richard 
Walsh, IATSE president. They had 
walked out four weeks ago during 
an argument over pay rates for 
projecting the 20th-Fox picture, 
“Forever Amber,” in neighborhood 
houses. 

Motion Picture Operators, Local 
15, was ordered to resume negotia- 
tions on a new contract with circuits 
and independent theatres. Talks 
were renewed yesterday (Mon.), 
with Carl Cooper, IATSE veepee, 
representing the local. 


TIM HOLT’S RODEO TOUR 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Tim Holt, who recently bought 
into a redeo, will open his first tour 
next April with 14 performances in 
Nashville. 
Froceeds Will be Used to build a 
summer camp for boys. 

















Join M-G & See World 


Indicating the crowded condi- 
tions in New York’s hotels today, 
Metro was forced to book its 
current division sales managers’ 
meet into four different rooms 
at the Hotel Astor, 

Teeoff session was held yester- 
day (Tuesday) in the hotel's 


Coral Room. Today’s meet is 
scheduled for the South Garden 
and tomorrow’s session will be 
held in the College Room. Con- 
clave winds up Friday (5) with 
a meet in the Yacht Room. 





Joel Bezahler 


Continued from page 5 


releases. Metro’s release roster is al- 
ready set through the end of Feb- 


| ruary. 


Fact that Rodgers set “down to 
brass tacks” as the meet’s keynote 
indicates the divisional sales chiefs 
are being briefed on the importance 
of building the domestic film market 


ready ruled against increased ad- 
mission prices for top Metro pic- 
tures and the company is still sell- 
ing the- majority of its accounts on 
a sliding scale percentage basis. 
Division managers will probably be 
told, consequently, to seek increased 
playing time on all product when- 
ever possible as the best alterna- 


During the remaining three days 
of the meet, the field managers and 


itheir assistants will be briefed on 


all phases of sales and branch op- 
erations. Conclave is scheduled to 
conclude Friday (5) with individual 
sessions conducted by assistant sales- 
managers Saunders and Aaron, and 
Jay Eisenberg, liaison between 
Metro’s sales and legal departments. 


In addition to the five division 
sales heads and their field assistants, 
the meet is also being attended by 
homeoffice assistants and other 
homeoffice execs. Slated to speak 
to the sales chiefs are members of 
the homeoffice publicity staff, in- 
cluding veepee Howard Dietz, plus 
Si Seadler and William R. Ferguson; 
exhibitor relations chief H. M. 
Richey and M. L. Simons, his as- 
sistant, and industrial relations chief 


| Charles D. O’Brien. 








—— ——_____. 


Cagney’s ‘Life’ 


Continued from page 5 











the Cagneys’ next two films, with 
the studio providing the financing 
and sharing in the profit. The 
brothers left WB to go to UA with 
their own indie company after win- 
ning a suit against the company for 


their independence. Because of the 
legal difficulties between them, War- 
ners has not réissued the Jimmy 
Cagney -starrer, “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.” It’s presumed that the new 
agreement carries a written or tacit 
arrangement for re-release of the 
George M. Cohan biog. 


Two films lined up under the new 
agreement are “The Stray Lamb,” 
based on a bestseller by Thorne 
Smith, and “A Lion Is in the 
Streets,” to be reconstructed from a 
novel by Adria Locke Langley. 


Return of the Cagneys to Burbank 
is a powerful addition to the ranks 
of indies releasing under the. ban- 
ner of Warners. During his previ- 
oW% stay on that lot Jimmy starred 
in a number of top productions, in- 
cluding “The Strawberry Blonde,” 


“City for Conquest,’ “The Bride 
Came C.O.D.,” “Captains of the 
Clouds,” “The Roaring Twenties” 


and “Yankee Doedle Dandy.” 





Wallis 


Continued from page 7 


recorded by Decca. Miss Fletcher 
has scripted the story for Wallis and 
is now rewriting it into novel form 
for publication by Random House. 


Second picture into production, 
slated for February, will be “Be Stili 
My Love” and the third, “House of 
Mist.” Both are being cast now. In 
the meantime, unit’s ninth film has 
been set for release Jan. 15 and 
opens at the Paramount, N. Y., the 
previous day. It is “I Walk Alone” 
with Lizabeth Scott and Burt Lan- 
caster. 


Wallis and Hazen entered into the 
deal with Paramount Sept. 1, 1944. 
They have done all their own financ- 
ing on the films via a revoiving bank 





credit, 






Connors-EL 
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biggies are also being considered 
for the post, it’s understood. 

Connors’ negotiations have stum- 
bled on two obstacles. First, EL 
won't agree to compensation terms 
asked by Connors. Second, Connors 
hasn’t been able to win a deal from 
20th to settle his five-year advisory 
retention under which he_ gets 
$1,000 weekly. He’d like a cash set- 
tlement instead. Any new deal with- 
out 20th’s consent wouid mean for- 
feiture of his paychecks from that 
company. 


2 M-G Biggies Into Cap 
And Music Hall Early To 
Bolster Pre-Xmas Biz 


Metro is conducting a novel ex- 
periment this season by booking its 
two big holiday attractions into 
Broadway houses more than three 
weeks before Christmas. With other 


companies holding their big pictures 
, until Christmas to make certain of 
the holiday crowds, Metro hopes to 
negate the usual pre-holiday box- 
office slump by grabbing off some 
of the tourist andeshopping trade 
that jams Manhattan’s downtown 
streets each December. 


Two films are “This Time for 
Keeps” and “Good News,” both 
Technicolor musicals. Latter tees 
off’ tomorrow (Thursday) at Radio 
City Music Hall, replacing “Cass 
Timberlane.” Although biz on 
“Timberlane” is not up to expecta- 
tions, Metro claims it could have 
stayed in the Hall since it’s still 
grossing well over the control fig- 
ure. 


“Keeps” opens the same day at 
the Capitol, with Marilyn Maxwell 
and the Paul Whiteman orch head- 
ing the stagebill. In this case, 
Metro sales officials concede it was 
hecessary to book a new film into 
the house, since the combination of 
| Frank Sinatra on the stage and “Her 
Husband’s Affairs” (Columbia) on 
the screen didn’t gross what was 





expected, hence only three weeks. 





PAY DEMANDS TO BE 
DECIDED BY ITOASC 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Wage increase demands approxi- 
mating 32% are all that are left to 
be decided after reps of Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of Southern 
California and Moving Picture Op- 
erators local 150, IATSE, agreed on 
all working conditions following a 
two-hour, session. 

Among the new working condi- 
tions okayed_ is a clause covering 
all-night theatre operation, payment 
of studio scales when theatre pro- 
jectionist is employed by producer 
for rushes, roadshow clause giving 
increased scales and _ permitting 
transfer from one theatre to an- 
other only through mutual consent. 

Pact «covers one year period from 
yesterday (1), plus time and half for 
overtime. Negotiations with major 
theatre circuits, long stalemated, re- 
opened yesterday. Demands are 
similar to those agreed on by indie 
members of ITOASC; same wage 
scale increase is asked. Huddles on 
woe clauses with ITOASC are due 
ater, 


Zack Scotts’ N.Y. Vacash 
Before WB Loanout to EL 


In line with a relaxed policy of 
most studios toward permitting con- 
tract players to make outside films, 
Warners’ Zachary Scott has just 
completed “Prelude to Night” for 
Arthur Lyons’ 





Title is a tentative one as the picture 
may be released as “Dangerous Illu- 
sion.” 

With a short respite between film 
chores, Scott trained into New York 
last week, accompanied by his wife, 
for a three-weeks Gotham vacation, 
before returning to their Hollywood 
home for Christmas with their 12- 
year-old daughter. Scott's other out- 
side film was UA’s “The Southerner” 
in which he co-starred with Betty 





couple years to go. 









Distribs Argue It’s the Exhibs Who 
Pressure the Issue of Clearances 


> That old major company argument 
that exhibs, not distribs, set a uni- 
form pattern of clearances has come 
home to roost again with the prob- 
abilities that the U. S. Supreme 
Court will hear plenty on the subject 
when the Government anti-trust 
suit appeal comes up the week of 
Jan. 12. Flood of fresh evidence 
that distribs were right in contend- 
ing that uniform clearances are not 
results of monopoly have cropped 
up, sales toppers say, from the re- 
cent drive to slash dead time be- 
tween playdates. 

The three-judge statutery court 
that handed down the decree now in 
operation scouted distrib conten- 
tions and used the uniform clear- 
ances as prime proof that the ma- 
jors had conspired to fix runs and 
dates. Court couldn’t see how each 
company could possibly have 
reached the same clearance for 
each house without some _ under- 
cover understandings and said so, 
But legalites now think what's oc- 
curred in the past few months will 
be valuable verification of their 
argument. 


Here’s what is occurring now, ac- 
cording to sales toppers. One of the 
crusading distribs will wangle a 
slash in clearance time between a 
first-run and second-run house on 
the ground that the spacing is un- 
necessarily excessive. Second-run, 
along with the distrib, is the bene- 
ficiary and naturally likes it. Ii, in 
turn, begins to insist that other ma- 
jors cut their time by a similar num- 
ber of days. 


Instances 


Flock of incidents have already 
come up in Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Milwaukee and other towns where 
the second cr subsequent run has re- 
fused to book another major’s pic 
unless a parallel clearance is grant- 
ed. Exhib sees no reason why he 
should follow a deluxer by 30 days 
when buying from one distrib and 
then trail the same deluxer by 45 
days when he deals with another 
distrib. Hence, the clearances are 
inevitably settling to the lowest 
common denominator. 


The big push inaugurated by Uni- 
versal, Paramount, 20th-Fox, et al, 
to slice clearances where unreason- 
able, are therefore resulting in a 
pattern down the line. Individual 
negotiations by individual compa- 
nies, notwithstanding, exhib insist- 
ence on a bargain can only mean 
identical systems among the ma- 
jors, it’s said, and the decree’s bans 
can't change the results, 

Legalites say they're not going to 
miss the opportunities of pointing 
out the process to the high court. 
Trial briefs of the eight majors in 
the court below went lengthily into 
the history of the film biz and made 
the same contention then. The new 


evidence, it’s thought, may be the 
clincher. . 

















Purge Parleys 


Continued from page 5 





of a formula to meet the purge issue, 
but no definite plan was adopted. 
The SDG board also met to probe 
its rights under its basic contract 
with the producers. A continuation 
of the huddle was slated for tonight, 
at which time, it is believed, adep- 
tion of common policy among the 
three guilds will be discussed. The 


SWG board is also scheduled to 
meet tonight. 


Meantime, the producers’ cemmit- 
tee, chairmanned by Mayer, held a 
three-and-one-half-hour session this 
morning. Discussion centered around 
possible means of ridding the indus- 
try of the known Commies. Present 
were Henry Ginsberg and Walter 
Wanger, who are members of the 
committee; N. Peter Rathvon, sub- 
stituting for Dore Schary (en route 
from N. Y.), and attorneys Maurice 





Producing Artists | 
Corp. Eagle Lion will distribute. | 


Benjamin, Mendel Silberberg and 
Alfred Wright. Eric Johnston, Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. prexy, was repre- 
sented by Edward L, Cheyfitz, his 
assistant. 





Industry’s $585,134 to L. A. Chest 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Motion Picture Industry’s Perma- 
nent Charities Committee has al- 
located a total of $585,134 to the Los 
Angeles Community Chest drive. 
This amount is second on the list 
of donations to the Chest. It is pre- 





Field. His Warner pact still has a ;ceded only by the Los Angeles in- 


, dustrial division, 
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WARNER BROS’. (i) TRADE SHOWINGS OF 


- ROBERT HUTTON - JOYCE REYNOLDS 
“ALWAYS TOGETHER” 


with Cecil Kellaway e Ernest Truex 


Directed by FREDERICK DE CORDOVA - Produced by ALEX GOTTLIEB 


Screen Play by PHOEBE & HENRY EPHRON and 1.A.L. DIAMOND * Music by WERNER HEYMANN 


MONDAY, DEC. 15th, 1947 












































CITY PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME 
Albany Warner Screening Room 79 N. Pearl St. 12:30 P.M. 
Atlanta 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 197 Walton St. N.W. 2:30 P.M. 
Boston RKO Screening Room 122 Arlington St. 2:30 P.M. 
Buffalo Paramount Sc. Room 464 Franklin Street 2:00 P.M. 
Charlotte 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 308 S. Church St. 10:00A.M. 
Chicago Warner Screening Room 1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Cincinnati RKO Screening Room Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th 8:00 P.M. 
Cleveland Warner Screening Room 2300 Payne Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Dallas 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1803 Wood St. 10:00A.M. 
Denver Paramount Sc. Room 2100 Stout St. 2:00 P.M. 
Des Moines 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1300 High St. 12:45 P.M. 
Detroit Film Exchange Bldg. 2310 Cass Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Indianapolis Universal Sc. Room 517 No. Illinois St. 1:00 P.M. 
Kansas City 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1720 Wyandotte St. 1:30 P.M. 
Los Angeles Warner Screening Room 2025 S. Vermont Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Memphis — 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 151 Vance Ave. 10:00 A.M. 
Milwaukee Warner Th. Sc. Rm. © 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Minneapolis Watner Screening Room 1000 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
New Haven Warner Th. Proj. Rm. 70 College St. 2:00 P.M. 
New Otieans 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 200 S. Liberty St. 1:30 P.M. 
New York Home Office 321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M. 
Oklahoma 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 10 North Lee St. 1:30 P.M. 
Omaha ‘ 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1502 Davenport St. — 1:00 P.M. 
Philadelphia Warner Screening Room 230 No. 13th St. 2:30 P.M. 
Pittsburgh 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1715 Blvd. of Allies 1:30 P.M. 
Portland Jewel Box Sc. Room 1947 N.W. Kearney St. 2:00 P.M. 
Salt Lake 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 216-East 1st South 2:00 P.M. 
San Francisco Republic Sc. Room 221 Golden Gate Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Seattle Jewel Box Sc. Room 2318 Second Ave. 10:30A.M. 
St. Louis S’renco Sc. Room 3143 Olive St. 1:00 P.M. 
Washington Earle Th. Bldg. 13th & E Sts. N.W. 10:30A.M. 
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Amortization of Costly -Pictures 
Brought RKO’s 3d Quarter Down 


High production costs and some? 


weak pix caught up with RKO dur- 
ing its third quarter when the com- 


first time since the outbreak of the 
war, actually operated in the red, 
it’s been learned since RKO’s finan- 
cial report was issued last week. 
That condition has been corrected 
since, it’s said, and the sales dept. 
is now turning in a profit again. 
But RKO’s entire’ third-quarter 
operating net of $1,228,109 ‘(before 
adding $3,158,913 take for sale of its 
newsreel company) came from the 
company’s 101 théatres. 

Returns on rentals during the 





Kelly-Rank 


Continued from page 5 jaan 


1,000,000 pounds ($4,000,000) is in- 
volved. 

The London Times and London 
Financial Times both were critical, 
advising stockholders to seek full in- 
formation, including a GCF consoli- 
dated balance sheet. The new setup 





would give Odeon control of General | 


Film Distributors, Gaumont-British | 

and al] other Rank subsids. 
Interested as well as UA is 20th- 

Fox, which holds a considerable 





three-month stretch, it’s understood, 
dipped as much as 35%-40%, suffi- | 
cient -te-drive the total below the 
profit level because several costly | 
though unremunerative pix were 
being amortized. Among these were 
“A Woman on the Beach” and} 
“Magic Town,” both of which failed | 
to pay off on_ their boxdifice | 
promise. 
During the same period, RKO’s 
theatre net slid off some 20%. 
Grosses were not off as much ‘(com- 
pared to last year), but operating 
costs of houses have risen some- 
what since 1946. The dip meant, of 
course, diminished though still sub- 
stantial profits from the company’s 
theatres. However, since distribu- 
tion gets a good part of its return 
off the top, the 20% slide for the- 
atres knocked off 40° so far as 
distrib rentals were concerned. 
Under RKO’s system. of amortiz- | 
ing its films, cost of pix aren't 
charged to distribution until the} 
feature is actually released. At that | 
time, basing on the average grossing | 
of the year before, percentage of the { 
cost is allocated weekly against the 
profits of the film. When, as in the 
third quarter, costly but weak gross- | 
ing films were released, amortiza- | 
tion and operating charges overbal- | 
anced receipts. 
Operating profits were down | 
almost 75% from last year’s take of | 


| share of G-B. 


Kelly will also look into the other 
matters, particularly efferts to get 
further playing time for UA product | 
on Rank’s circuits. 


Par Expects Exhibs’ 








RKO Will Fight in Chi 


It Tom McConnell, attorney’ 
for Jackson Park, insists that 
RKO’s two Loop first-runs—the 
Palace and the Grand—come 
under the decree, there’s going 
to be a stiff court tiff. McCon- 
nell told Allied Theatres of 
lllinois last week that the two 
RKO houses were in, despite 
fact the suit named RKO Pic- 
tures as defendant and not the 
parent company. 

RKO toppers dispute his con- 
tention and say his failure to 
include the theatre company or 
its parent lets them out. They 
see no possibility of his winning 
a move to amend the suit at this 
late date. 


B&K Policy 


Continued from page 7 











first-run in the southside on “Desert 
Fury.” Theatre turned down the 
offer and the Tivoli opens “Fury” 


this week. 


tinue. Federal judge Michael Igoe 
has just. ruled that the McVickers 
theatre, owned 50-50 by Paramount 





Co-op But Not Offset 
To Brit. Loss—Reagan 


The answer, so far as Charles M. | 
Reagan, Paramount’s sales chief, is 
not whether U. S. exhibs should 


and Jones, Linick & Schaefer, is not 
required to dispense with double 
features. 

Tom McConnell, atiorney for Jack- 
son Park, agreed after the hearing 
that the partially-owned house isn’t 





make up the losses of the overseas 
market. “We have never advocated 
that. American exhibitors increase | 
their revenues to us to fill in the} 
difference in foreign business,” | 
Reagan declared. “We do, however, 
expect their cooperation in seeking 
out every possible way of boosting 
domestic profits.” 

Whether it’s through increased ad- 
missions, if that’s justified, extended | 
runs or better merchandising, dis- 
tribs have a right to expect theatre 
operators to help find the way out 
and chip in with their cooperation, 
the Reagan credo goes. But Par has 
no intention of boosting its rentals 
as the way out. 

On the matter of upping its re- 
leases, Reagan would like to do so} 





subject to the decree, Peculiar filip 
to the hearing was the contention of 
Joseph Rosenberg, attorney for the 
MecVickers, that the decree copied 
one which he had. won in 1932 against 
Publix-Great States circuit. 

Rosenberg branded the current set 
of rules as “slovenly drawn” after 
noting that it failed to distinguish 
between situations in Chi and those 
in surrounding territory. 

Morten Lane, Par’s h.o. attorney, 
returns here this week for further 
huddles with B&K biggies. 





Again Delay Chi Suit 
Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Rio, nabe theatre, anti-trust suit 
Was again postponed last week, this 


$4,726,560 before taxes and conitin- | but can’t see how a company can | time until February, 1948. 


gencies. In 1946, exhibition and dis- | 
tribution wings contributed approx- | 
imately 50-50 to the then »record | 
take. Which means the_ theatre | 
branch of RKO during the 13 weeks | 
ended Sept. 27, 1947 made up a'| 
deficit of some $600,000 of the sales | 


dept. before contributing the bal- | 


raise the numbér and yet give care- | 
ful exploitation and selling to a film. 
“We can’t put pictures on a belt and | 
send them along in a mechanical 
way,” he explained. “Pictures must | 
be given the opportunity of careful | 
testing and selling to start them off 
right. Results are better for cus- 


ance as the company’s profits for | tomers and ourselves. 


the period. 


C.P. SKOURAS AGAIN 
HEADS VARIETY TENT 25 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Variety Club, Tent 25, elected 
Charles P. Skouras to:his sixth term 
as chief barker. Other officers are 
Dave Bershon, first assistant chief: 
Oscar Oldknow, second assisiant: 
George Topper, dough guy, and W. 
H (Bud) Lollier, propertymaster. 

Barkers voied to go ahead with its 
birth clinic at Cedars of Lebanon, 
and to continue monthly contribu- 
tions te the Spastic Children’s Foun- 
dation. ° 








New Buffalo Variety Club Board 


Buffalo, Dec. 2. 

New board of directors of Variety 
Club includes Harry Berkson, Mon- 
egram; Jack Chinell, RKO: William 
Dipson and Andrew Gibson, Dip- 
son Theatres; Myron Gross, Schine 
Theatres; W. E. J. Martin, Courier- 
Express; Richard Walsh; Murray 
Whiteman; Phil Fox, Columbia: 
George H. Mackenna and David 
Miller. 

Dewey Michaels was named na- 
tional canvasman and Berkson and 
Chinell delegates to the Miami con- 
vention. 








. Bogart f 
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nor as a sponsor of anything Com- | 
munistic. 

“T went to Washington because I 
thought fellow Ameritanhs were be- 


ing deprived of their Constitutional | 


Rights, and for that reason alone. 

“That the trip was ill-advised, 
even foolish, I am very ready to 
admit. At the time it seemed the 
thing te do. 


“I have absolutely no use for | 


Communism nor for anyone who 
serves that philosophy. 

“T am an American. 

“And very likely, like a good 
Many of the rest of you, sometimes 
a foolish and impetuous American.” 


Hence, Paramount plans.to release 
26 pix during the 1947-48 season, the 
|same number as the year before. 
| The 26 includes six to eight Pine & 
Thomas low-budgeters. A good pic- 
| ture properly merchandised, Reagan 
believes, can do as well at the pres- 
ent time as last year when theatres 
were turning in peak grosses. 

“Unconquered,” DeMille Techni- 
color opus, will play a total of 300- 
350 advanced admission situations, 
then be withdrawn by Jan. 31, ac- 
cording to Reagan. After a reason- 
able time, it'll be released again at 
regular prices. “You can go too far 


Big Five hawyers asked more time 
to examine house books. 

















| Semenenko-UA 


=m, Continued from page 3 


ment has. indicated that he is still 
interested in it if he can get full con- 
trol. A  $5,000,000-$6,000,000 figure 
was mentioned in these talks. 

Miss Pickford’s advisers have been 
urging her to accept the Boston 
bankez’s offer, pointing out the dif- 
ference between the $12,500,000 that 
could have been obtained just a few 
months ago and the present figure. 
Since the company has been unable 
to line up the bank financing it must 
have to provide production loans to 
get its indies working again, it is 
feared’ there will be further depreci- 
ation. If product peters out com- 











down the line on advanced price pic- 
tures,” Reagan said, explaining the 
limited roadshowing, “end if that's 
done, both the exhibitors and the 
distributor get hurt.” Currently, 
he’s planning no other advanced ad- 
mission releases. 

Some 18 months ago, Par cut its 
co-op ads to 114 cities from a previ- 
ous 250. It doesn’t intend to slice 
further. In these situations, com- 
pany will go for 50-50 sharing of 
| costs. 


BURMA’S 80% TAX 
ON YANK FILM GROSS 


When it comes to crackdowns on 
\foreign pictures, Burma takes no 
| half-way measures. Reports re- 
ceived by the Motion Picture Assn.’s 
international department reveal the 
Burma move considerably more 
| drastic than first thought and the 
worst by any country yet. It calls 
'for an 80% tax on boxoffice gross 








pletely next year—as now appears 
possible—it is feared that the loss of 
| continuity of releases would cause a 
further decrease in value whiclt 
might be catastrophic. 


Last summer's offer by the Fabian 
syndicate called for $5,000,000 to 
Chaplin for his 50% ownership and 
$7,500,000 to Miss Pickford. She was 
to get more because of willingness 
to accept deferred payments, rather 
than cash, which Chaplin was to get. 

Imposition of the 75% tax by the 
British and general deterioration of 
the foreign market outlook since the 
Fabian offer has contributed to then- 
and-nhow difference. 











| Goldwyn Buys 
Centinued from page 7 


| tion, chief. said yesterday that ac- 
| quisition of the interest in the Bos- 
ton house represented no continued 
policy move toward buying theatres. 





Inside Stuf—Pictures 


Gus Eyssell, managing director of Radio City Musie Hall, N. Y., mak. 
his first radio appearance tomorrow (Thursday) as guest of Tex McCra: 
and Jinx Falkenburg on their “Hi Jinx” show over WNBC (NBC, N.Y. 
Eyssell will be interviewed by the husband-and-wife team on the Hal] 


those for the holiday season. 


licity director. 


lot declare the star looks better as a 


different twist. Notification covers 





UP; RANK’S 12 NEXT YR. 


Universal will release 40 films 
during 1948, a boost of seven over 
the total hitting the exchanges this 
year, company spokesman said this 
week. Included in the total are a 
dozen British pix from J. Arthur 
Rank studios. U, as chief U. S. dis- 
trib for Rank, handled nine of the 
Britisher’s features during 1947. 

Two of the company’s pix, it’s 
said, are currently. under considera- 
tion for advanced admission book- 
ings. They're “All My Sons,” adapta- 
tion of the Arthur Miller play which 
won the New York critics’ award, 
and “Tap Roots,” Walter Wanger's 
Technicolor spectacular. “Sons” will 
be released January or February of 
48 with test engagements probably 
giving the final word on whether 
itll be upped in price. “Tap Roots” 
won't be on releasing charts until 
June. 

From .the Rank schedule, U is 
| counting particularly on three head- 
| liners. Biggest property is Sir Law- 
rence Olivier’s filmization of “Ham- 
let.” Also marked high are “Red 
heanes yl ballet pic of Michael Powell, 
and “Oliver Twist,” adaptation of 
the Dickens novel recently wrapped 
u. by David Lean. Each of the trio 
cost Rank $2,000,000 plus. 

“Tap Roots” was originally set 
for 47 releasing but a protracted de- 
lay in obtaining Technicolor prints 
has pushed it over to the year fol- 
lowing. 





} 
} 





Fewer A’s? 
Game Continued from page 3 ——— 


sible to step up production because 
of the current sky-high costs. 

Of those 506 films tentatively 
scheduled for release next year, only 
some 150-200 can be bracketed in the 
A category. On Broadway, conse- 
quently, where 18 or 19 theatres are 
competing for first run product, only 
10 or 11 films a year would be. avail- 
able to each house. That means 
every theatre would have to play 
each film an average of four Weeks 
or longer, or settle for reissues. For- 
eign pictures are already channeled 
into the five or six art houses on 
Broadway and it’s unlikely the de- 
luxe showcasers would go for any of 
them, 

Pointing up the expected shortage 
of first run product is 20th-Fex. 
Company will boost its releases from 
| 33 to 48 films in 1948. Of those 48, 
| however, only 22 will be turned out 
| by the 20th studios and several of 
|these will probably be modest- 
| budgeters, unsuited for the A houses. 
| Besides the four Sir Alexander 
|Korda films also to be released, 
| 20th’s remaining 18 will come from 





'U’S 40 IN 48 MEANS 7 






of American films. 

With 20% of the. take to be di- 
| vided between exhibitor and distrib, 
| out of which is to comé all expenses, 
}it makes operation in the country 
| ludicrous. Frederick Spencer, MPA’s 
jrep there, was fast reported en- 
|deavoring to get an extension of 
| the deadline for imposition of the 
|tax, which was Monday (1). 
Although the new government 
| which recently took over said the 
|move was to save dollar exchange, 
{it actually means nothing in that 
direction, since there's been a 
freeze on dollar remittances since 
| Oct. 15, 


ant eS eee a ae 


“The opportunity presented itself as|a string of indie’ producers, few of 
logical and proper and we took ad-|whose pictures will rate A playing 
vantage of it, that’s all,” Mulvey ex- | time. 


piained. | Sales chiefs have consistently 


Cary Grant-Loretta Young-David | Maintained that they don’t expect an 
Niven starrer opens at the Astor, | exhibitor to hold a film an extra day 
'N. Y¥.. next Tuesday (9); Carthay |or an extra week if it means the ex- 
|Circ:S Los Angeles, Christmas Day; | hib will lose money thereby. If it’s 
| Woods, Chi, approximately the same | found, however, that extended time 
|time, and at the Colony, Miami, | will still furnish a margin of profit, 
Jan. 14. Policy will be similar to | even if it’s less than the exhib might 
jthat of “Best Years of Our Lives,” | derive by booking in a new picture, 
| with the Astor, N. Y., getting $1.80 |then the majors claim the theatre 
|top and houses in other cities $1.20 | should hold the picture over. Other- 
| for the pre-release engagements. | wise, they warn, the first run houses 
|Policy for regular engagements | may be faced with a shortage of top 
' hasn't been determined yet. ‘films long before the year is out. 





annual Christmas pageant revue and it’s believed he'll give out with 
bunch of statistics on how many people have seen the stage event since 
was originated, how many years it’s been presented, etc. He'll also ai 
cuss the factors he looks for in selecting films for the Hall, especial! 
Metro’s “Good News,” which opens the: 
tomorrow (Thursday), will have the honors this year. 

Interview was set up by Tom Rodgers, Metro's home office radio, pul 





Small studio, short of preduct, whittled down two old hoss operas ar 
combined them to look like a new film. In the course of whittling it w: 
discovered that the star wore a white shirt in one galloper and a bla 
one in the other. To solve this diffic 
.| role. villainous in a black shirt and heroic in white. 


ulty they switched the star into a du. 
Critics around t} 
villain than as a hero. 


Understood the Production Code Administration has notified all studic 
major and indie, that all stories about Al Capone are out, no matter ho 
they are disguised. Johnston office r 
from a Wetbrook Peglar yarn and submitted by Twoey Productions. San 
outfit is reported intent on submitting the tale again, this time with 


ecently nixed a Capone script adapt« 


“any” Capone story. 


After an extensive facelifting job, Howard Hughes’ preduction “M: 
Court clashes over the decree con- | Wednesday” has been delivered to United Artists for release. Haro 
Lloyd starrer was tried out last spring under title of “The Sin of Haro! 
Diddlebock” but was withdrawn following lagging returns. 

For new releage Hughes changed the title, changed the ending, recut t! 
picture, reshot some scenes and issued a new pressbook. 


| Another Brit. Exhib 


Yens for That Candy, 


Popcorn Side Revent 


Sir Alexander King, who has bes 
in the U.S. for the past two mont! 
surveying theatre operations ai 
visiting studios, said last week th: 
he is much impressed with Ame: 
can exhibs’ success in merchandi 
ing candy, popcorn, etc. Scotsm: 
plans to introduce such product 
his chain of some 87 theatres whe 
ever it becomes feasible to do so, } 
indicated, feeling that such sales a 
a source of secondary revenue th 
cannot be overlooked. 

King also plans to refurbish h 
theatres’ marquees along the arch 
tectural lines of U.S. houses whe 
economic conditions permit.  T) 
Scottish theatreman, accompanied ¢ 
his family, sailed aboard the Ques 
Mary last week, along with Ma: 
Ostrer, joint managing director 
Gaumont-British. Latter opin 
that the current 75% film tax ir 
passe might not be adjusted un’ 
the Marshall Plan takes effect. 


JESSEL LUNCHEON CAPS 
N. Y. FEDERATION DRIV 


Federation of Jewish Philanthr 
pies winds up its N. Y. showbiz car 
paign to raise $325,000 Dec. 11 at 
Hotel Astor luncheon, Sum is bei: 
{collected by a committee, headed | 
Si Fabian, chairman of FJP’s amus 
ment division, as a share of the $1: 
000,000 goal sought this year. 

Luncheon will take the form of 
testimonial to George Jessel, a p 
lar in FJP’s fund raising activiti 
Reps of all branches of the ente 
tainment world are expected to tu 
out for the affair. 

Max A. Cohen, circuit operator, 
chairman of the luncheon comm 
tee. Among other members a 
Joseph R. Vogel, Loew's theat 
head; Abe Schneider, veepee a 
treas. of Columbia; Emil Frie 
jander, chairman of the board of D 
zian’s; and “Robert M. Weitm: 
managing director of the Paramou 
theatre. 











MP Foundation Names 
10 Pic Toppers Truste 


Motion Picture Foundation 
geared into high this week when d 
trib members named their 10 truste 
to the MPF board. Those tapped w 
sit with reps from the 31 exchan 
areas at the first board meet, slat 
for Dec. 8-9, at the Hotel Ast 
(N. Y.). 

Designated by distribs are Barn 
Balaban, Paramount's prexy; Arth 
Krim, Eagle Lion prez; Gradwell 
Sears, United Artisis’ prez; Wal 
Titus, Jr., veepee for Republic; S; 
ros Skouras, 20th-Fox’s prexy: Ja 
Cohn, veepee for Columbia: Leone 
Friedman, veepee for Metro; Ma: 
Albert Warner, veepee for War! 
Bros.; Nate J, Blumberg, Universa 
prexy, and Ned Depinet, exec veer 
for RKO. 

Trustees’ meet will plot the MP’ 
course in collecting the $10,000. 
fixed upon to initially endow t 
project. Ruies wili aiso be tixed 
determine eligibility of beneficiar 
to the fund, 
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SANTA CLAUS WAS - 
NEVER MORE GENEROUS: 
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Picture Grosses 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 8) 
onterey” (U) and “Two Biondes, 
edhead.” $19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Old 
Spanish Trail” (Rep) (m.o.). Solid 
$14,000. Last week, “Brute Force 
(U) and “Fabulous Texan” (Rep). 
(m.0.), $6,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“This Time For Keeps” (M-G) and 
“Millerson Case” (Col) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Fine $8,000 after neat $12,000 
first stanza. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Unsuspected” (WB) and “Each 
Dawn I Die” (WB) (reissue). Pass- 
able $8,500. Last week, “Magic 


Town” (RKO) and “Dick Tracy 
Meets Gruesome” (RKO) (2d wk), 
solid $7,000, 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 


“Drums Along Mohawk” (20th) and 
“Mark of Zorro” (20th) (reissues). 
Oke $6,500. Last week, “Dear Ruth” 
(Par) and “Cry Wolf” (WB) (2d 
run), $5,000. 


‘MITTY’ HUGE $18,000, 
BALTO; ‘DOLPHIN’ 226 


Baltimore, Dec. 2. 

Strong entries sparked by a potent 
Thanksgiving Day ‘getaway and 
holding pace over weekend are re- 
sulting in all-around good figures. 
Sockiest are “Green Dolphin Street” 
at Loew’s Century and “Walter 
Mitty” at Town. Better than average 
take also is reported for “Daisy 
Kenyon” at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Starting second round to- 
day (Tues) after very big getaway 
at $22,000, best here weeks. 
Second round of “Body and Soul” 
(UA) was solid $11,300 last. week. 

Hippedreme (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“Had to Be You” (Col) plus 
vaude, Very steady $19,000. Last 
week, “Green For Danger” (EL) 
leaning entirely on p.a. of George 
Jessel to get nice $16,800, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“Wistful Widow” (U) Opening 
today (Tues) after second week of 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) did very 
well at $13,000; first was $16,000. 

' Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)— 
“Heaven Only Knows” (UA) (2d 
wk). Holding stoutly $6,000 after all 
right first round of $7,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th). Nicely re- 





ceived by crix, strong $15,000. Last 
week, second of “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th), $9,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 


“Hagen Girl” (WB). Disappointing 
$10,000. Last week, reissue of “Each 
ay I Die” (WB), not too bad at 


Town ( ) (1,500; 35-65 )— 
“Walter Rte MRO. * Smash 
ern Last week, second of “The 

tive” (RKO), big $10,900. 


‘Texan’ Fancy $19,500 In 
Denver; ‘Exile’ Nice 156 


Denver, Dec. 2. 
“Green Dolphin Street” is stand- 
out here this week with smash ses- 
on. “Where There’s Life” and 
abulous Texan” also shapé as 
fancy. “Exile” looks nice. 
for This Week 





(20th), after week at Den- 
ver, Webber. $5,000. Last week, 
“Body and (UA) and “Two 
Redhead” (Col), (m.o.), 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74)— 
“Where There's Life” (Par). Great 
$14,000. Holds. Last week, “Uncon- 
quered” (Par) (3d wk), fine $13,000 
at upped scale. 

a (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 


“Fabulous Texan” ( ) and “Spirit 
West Point” (FC), y-date with 
Webber. Fast $16,000. Last week, 


S n Girl” (WB) and “Invisible 
Wall” (20th), fine $15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Exile” (U) and “Roses Are Red” 
(20th), -date with Paramount. 
Good Last 


$3,000. “Forever 
Amber” (20th) (24 wk), also Para- 
mount, fair $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“Green Street” (M-G). 
Smash $24,000. Last “Merton 
of Movies” (M-G) and “Arnelo Af- 
fair” (M-G), $15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Exile” (U) and “Roses Are Red” 
(20th), alse Esquire. Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Forever Amber” (20th) 
(2d wk), mild $11,000 at $1.20 top. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Body 

d Soul” (UA) and “Two Blondes, 

edhead” (Col), after week at Den- 
ver, Webber, Aladdin. Big $6,000. 
Last week, ee (20th) and 
“San Antonio” (WB), $3,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74 — 
“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and “Spirit 
West Point” (FC), alsc Denver. Pine 

500. Last week, “Hagen Girl” 
(WB) and “Invisible Wall” (20th), 
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Prov. Hot; ‘Dolphin’ Fat 
316, ‘Mitty’ Wow 226, 
‘Widow’ Solid at 196 


Providence, Dec, 2, 
Unusually high grosses this week 
with Loew’s State leading the list 
with “Green Dolphin Street,” Also 
hep are RKO Albee’s “Walter Mitty,” 
spotted for holdover, and Majestic’s 
“Wistful Widow.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65 )}—“Wal- 
ter Mitty” (RKO) and “Wild Horse 
Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk). Second 
round today. First week was socko 
22,000. Last week, “Magic Town” 
(RKO) and “Tonto Rim” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $13,500, 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Anthony Adverse” (WB) and “Je- 
zebel” (WB) (reissues). Happy $5,- 
000. Last week, “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th) and “When Girl’s Beautiful” 
«Col) (2d run), $4,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Thai’s 
My Gal” (Rep) and vaude on stage. 
Good $7,000. Last week, “Robin 
Hood of Texas” (Rep) and vaude, 
swell $8,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Wistful.Widow” (U) and “Bulldog 
Drummond Strikes” (Col), Solid 
$19,000. Last week, “Lost Moment” 
(U) and “Moss Rose” (20th), $16,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65)— 
“Wyoming” (Rep) and Peggy Ann 
Garner headin £ stage show for 
three-day weekend run. Nice $9,500. 
Last week, “That’s My Man” (Rep) 
and vaude on stage for three-day 
weekender, $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
Single bill with quick turnover help- 
ing to solid $31,000. Last week, 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and “Private 
ell (UA) (2d wk), nice $17,- 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—“Where There’s Life” (Par) and 
“Sweet Genevieve” (Col). Opened 
Monday (1). week, “Golden 
Earrings” (Par) (2d wk), oke $10,- 
000 after $12,000 opener. 


‘AMBER’ TORRID 246 
IN MILDISH PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 2. 
Downtown firstruns aren't doing 
too well this week because of num- 
ber of attractions playing competi- 
tive non-theatre spots. Twe large 
houses, Paramount and Oriental, are 
coining the dough with “Forever 
Amber,” “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” looks ace holdover at Music 
Box. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 40-80) 
ee (WB) and “ 
Oregon Trail” (Rep). 
Last week, “Merton of 
(M-G) and “Arnelo Affair” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $8,000. 
Guild (Parker) (427; 65-$1.00)— 
“Ivan” (Indie). Fair $2,000. Last 


week, “Know Where I'm Going” 
(U), oke $800 in four 
Mayfair 





 y 


Music Bex (H-E) (1,000; 40-80)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO 
and “The Web” (U) (3d wk), after 
two weeks at Paramount and Orien- 
tal. Trim $3,500 or over. Last week, 
about same. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 90-$1.20) 
—‘“Forever Amber” (20th), aiso at 
Paramount. Hot $7,500. Last week, 
“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) and “In- 
visible Wall” (20th) ), $6,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 40-80)— 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and “To- 
bacco Road” (20th) (reissues) (five 


ys). week, 
“In- 


visible Wall” (206th), big $10,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 90-$1.20) 
—‘“Forever Amber” (20th), day-date 
with Oriental. Torrid $16,500 or 
over. Last week, “ pe 4X 
(Par) and “Secret Mission” (EL), 
strong $11,500. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-80)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) and “Secret 
Mission” (EL) (m.o.). So-so $2,800. 
Last week, “Nightmare Alley” (20th) 
“When Girl’s Beautiful” (Col) 
(m.o.), $2,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 40- 
80)—" Me Never” (WB) (eight 
days). Thin $5,500. Last week, “This 
iaae for Keeps” (M-G) (2d wk), 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 
Going” (U) (4th wk), happy $1,700 





in 5 days. 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) (3d wk). Big 


$2,400. Last week, nice $1,900. 
Larkin (Reesmer) (406; 65-85)— 
“Know Where I’m Going” (U) (m.o.). 








Fine $2,460. Last week, wae tt To 
Come” (FC) and “Man Who Could 
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. | $15,000. Last week, 


Work Miracles” (FC) (reissues), 
$1,800. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“Hagen Girl” (WB) (m.o.). 
Weak $2,300. Last week, “Forever 
Amber” (20th) (4th wk), dull $2,000 
at $1.20 top. a aaceaat 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55-8 
—Pirates of Monterey” (U), Mild 

9,000 or near. Last week, “Tree 

rows In Brooklyn” (20th) and 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (reissues), 
torrid $16,000. ft aa 

Center (Lippert) (300; ” 
“Hell's Angels” indie) and “Scar- 
face” (Indie) i meres ). a mv! 
3,300, Last week, “Forever Am 
tooth) (m.0.), disappointing $2,800 
at $1.20 top. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Where 
There’s Life” (Par) (m.o.). Strong 
$11,000. Last week, “Man of Con- 
quest” (Rep) and “Dark Command 
(Rep) (reissues), $8,500. 


‘LIFE’ LIVELY $17,000, 
K.C; ‘PIRATES’ 156 


Kansas City, ees 2. 

Line-up of pix is improved con- 
siderably for this holiday week, and 
biz is upped accordingly. Leader is 
new Bob Hope “Where There's Life 
at Paramount which likely will be 
strong. “Song of Love” in the Mid- 
land and “Pirates of Monterrey” in 
three Fox Midwest houses also 
shape well but are doubtful hold- 
overs. Fairly good weather Thanks- 
giving Day gave a sizable boost 
with top admissions in force. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apello (Fox Midwest) (1,100; 45- 
55) — “Northwest Outpost” (Rep) 
and “Winter Wonderland” (Rep). 
Good $3,500. House drops back into 
its regular subsequent-run this 
week. 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"“Along Old Spanish Trail” 
(Rep) and “Robin Hood of Texas’ 
(Rep). Nice $6,000. Last week, “Ad- 
venture Island” (Par) and “Queen 
of Amazons” (SG), so-so $4,000. 
Kime (Dickinson) (550; 65)— 
“Open City” (Indie). Returns after 
four weeks at this house last winter. 
Good $1,200. House goes back to 
after this 
“Baker’s Wife” 





reissues and 
week. Last week, 
(Indie), light $800, 
Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Cot). Good $17,- 
000 in 8 days. Last week, “Green 
Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d wk), 
fine $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45.65)— 


“Walter Mitty” (RHO) (2d wh). 
Light $9,000. week, moderately 
good $13,000. 


Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par). ~ Tall 
$17,000 looms, and certain holdover. 
Last week, “Unsuspected” (WB), 
$13,000 in 8 days. 

Mexy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Out of Blue” (EL). Solid $7,000 in 
8 days. Last week, “Adventuress” 
(EL) and “Heartaches” (EL), slew 


$3,500 in 6 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Pirates of Monterrey” (U). Steady 
“Fabulous Tex- 
an” (Rep), $8,500 in 6*days. 


Execs Divided 


Continued from page 4 


all—belonged on the shoulders of 
the producers. 

Goldwyn’s attitude was that a 
positive approach should be taken 
in publicizing that Hollywood’s 
product output is 100% American 
and that not even a taint of Com- 
munism had been hung on it by the 
House Un-American Committee. 
Firing of the “unfriendly 16,” he as- 
serted, was a negative approach to 
the problem. 

Other committee members asked 
what the attitude of the industry 
was to be if Chairman J. Parnell 
Thomas reopened his probe, as he 
states he will. The MPA fought 
the committee at the recent Wash- 
ington hearings and now it was fall- 
ing in line with it, which would put 
it in an inconsistent position. 

In this connection, the opinion 
Was expressed this week by a prom- 
inent industryite unable to be at 
the meetings that the group made 
a mistake in not including in the 
policy statement a repetition of the 
strong condemnation of the commit- 
tee made in Washington by Eric 
Johnston and MPA special counsel 
Paul VY. McNutt. His attitude was 
that the statement would have been 
much stronger had it taken the form 
of “a plague on both your houses”— 
condemning both the committee and 
the 10 witnesses who refused to an- 
swer its questions. 

It was mostly the indies—both big 
and little—at last week’s meetings 
who objected to the anti-Communist 
policy and took a liberal view. One 
of them declared afterwards that he 








weuld gladly hire every one of the 
/ 10 cited if he thought he could do 
so without endangering his financing 
and release setup. 
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Continued 
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to comment on the Congressional 
contempt citations. 


In New York, the papers lined up 
about as expected, with the possible 
exception of the Herald Trib, It 
found the attitude of the industry 
“neither heroic nor inspiring” but 
questioned whether it wasn’t made 
“admissible” by the very nature of 
Communism. 


“It is doubtful whether any one, 
with the exception of Mr. J. Parnell 
Thomas, will feel happy over the 
action of the Motion Picture indus- 
try,” the Trib stated. “The indus- 
try’s own unhappiness is evident 
enough from the tortured language 
of the announcement, in which re- 
spect for justice and civil liberty 
struggles ‘both painfully and obi- 
viously with the desire to escape 
the embarrassments brought down 
by Mr. Thomas’ hippodrome.” ; 

“Many will feel,” the editorial 
continues, “that it is simply a case 
of a gigantic industry, always no~ 
toriously timid and sensitive to any 


cover from popular hysteria, at the 
expense of destroying the livelihoods 
of a few writers and directors 
against whom nothing has been 
proved except that they evaded 
answering as to.their political be- 
liefs.”” 

Herald Trib concludes: “It is hard 
to maintain that a mass-communica- 
tion industry is powerless to deny 
employment on suspicion of secret 
membership in a subversive organi- 
zation. This newspaper believes that 
the power must be conceded; but it 
certainly should be used sparingly 
as possible, and one trusts that the 
motien picture industry's insistence 
on fairness and moderation will be 
observed.” ~ 
The Post and PM, as anticipated, 
lined up against the industry, while 
the (Scripps-Howard) World-Tele- 
gram, Sun, and Hearst’s Mirror and 
Journal-Mirror came out in its fa- 
vor. The other N. Y. dailies were 
silent. 

The Post used the action for an- 
other slap at the Thomas committee, 
heading its editorial with a state- 
ment made by Adolf Hitler in 1933: 
“The great strength of a totalitarian 
state is that it forces those who fear 
it to imitate it.” PM called the in- 
dustry decision “a craven retreat.” 

Seripps-Heward ; 

The World-Telegram used the 
‘same editorial as Scripps-Howard 
papers throughout the country, 
praising Cengress for the contempt 
citations. The Sun declared that the 
methods followed by the industry 
“may not furnish the perfect 
answer,” but at least they have “the 
merit of standing boldly for an at- 
deal with a thorny prob- 


Washington Post's Stand 


against the anti-Communist an- 
nouncement, said: “We think the 
industry was ill advised in firing the 
10 men... The industry spokesman, 
-Erie Johnston, declared loftily that 
‘we are not going to be swayed by 

er intimidation from ~any 
source.” But the surrender rather 
belies him.” 

The refusal of the 10 to answer 
as to whether they were Commu- 
nists, the Post points out, is now to 
be tested in the courts. “It would 
be well, therefore, to await the out- 
come of this test before penalizing 
them. The action of the industry 
not only presumes that they are 
Communists, but presumes, in addi- 
tion, that they were required by law 
to admit they were Communists 
when Rep. Thomas asked them.” 

Employment of the type of pub- 
licity, used by the Thomas commit- 
tee, the Post states, has influenced 
personnel policies of the studios, 
which, in turn, has influenced the 
content of films. 

One of the few papers that took 
objection to the House contempt 
vote was the Miami Herald. It com- 


last week had been overwhelmingly 
anti-Communist. Then it added: 

_ “To smear a vast industry with the 
blanket blight of anti-American 
charges is a vicious practice . . 
Parnell Thomas’ witch hunters made 
the foul accusation und then refused 
to submit proofs or let the accused 
defend themselves. 

“The known Commies they did 
cite for contempt were known as 
Commies for years and all their rec- 
ords were with the FBI before Rep. 
Thomas used that information for 
personal publicity.” ; 

The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot stated: 
“Whatever one’s opinion of the pro- 
cedure, there is no doubt of the right 





MPA Surgrised At 


kind of mass reaction, running to, 


The Washington Post, in lining up 


mented that it hoped Thomas noted | 
the Screen Writers Guild election | 
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of the producers, as private employ- 
ers, to decide that the 10 ‘impaired 
their usefulness to the industry.’” 

The St. Paul Pioneer Press com- 
mented on the “big-name galaxy” 
hired by the industry, including 
Johnston, Paul McNutt, James F. 
Byrnes and Donald Nelson. It said 
“the people will demand that this 
galaxy announcing the Hollywood 
housecleaning, see to it that the 
prominence and public esteem they 
enjoy will not be misused by the in- 
dustry they represent,” and that the 
“housecleaning” comes off as 
nounced. 


ane- 





The Cincinnati Star found the in- 
| dustry’s statement “a vindication of 
| the Thomas committee’s aim and a 
| confirmation of its findings.” The 
| Cleveland Plain Dealer “commend- 
|} ed” the industry for its stand. The 


| Detroit News found it “a sensible 
course” and the Kansas City Star 
said “the industry has done a con- 
structive piece of work.” 


Herbert Test 


Continued from page 1 —— 
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Henry Blossom, made the motion 
for consolidation of the suits. 

Actions involve the question 
whether songs composed before 
1909, but which were renewed and 
extended, have the same mechanical 
reproduction rights under the 1909 
law. Filed several years ago, the 
suits deal with some 12 sengs com- 
posed by Herbert, MacDeonough and 
Blossom. Plaintiffs are Ella Bartbett, 
Clifford Herbert, Marjorie Biossom 
Wilson and Alan MaeDenough, sur- 
viving heirs. 

In seeking an aceounting ef the 
profits, plaintiffs charge that some 
four tunes each have been manu- 
factured and sold by the three disk 
companies. Recordings of these 
songs, it’s claimed, have sold well 
over the 1,000,000 mark without pay- 
ment of royalties to the heirs. Two 
of the songs involved are “Toyland,” 
written by Herbert and MacDon- 
ough, and “Moonbeams,” by Herbert, 
Blossom and others. No date for the 
trial as yet has been set. 

Crux of the suits, as pointed out 
by copyright attorney Francis Gil- 
bert, hinges on whether renewal 
rights to a song originally copy- 
righted prior to 1909, place the tune 
within the scope of the 1909 law. 
But the act itself specifically states 
its provisions, “so far as they secure 
copyright controlling the parts of 
instruments serving to reproduce 
mechanically the musical 


work, 


shall include only compositions pub- 
a and copyrighted after July 1, 









SIMPP 


Centinued from page 3 


He will continue to operate under a 
rconstant burden so long as the de- 
fendants continue to own and run 
their own theatres,” SIMPP states. 

Since the indie is innocent of any 
attempt to restrain trade or foster 
monopoly, it’s said, he should have a 
clear right to dispose of his own 
product upon such terms as he sees 
fit, brief argues in another point. 
Hence, the decree should be modified 
to specifically so provide. 

In a last point, SIMPP also asks 
that the decree be clarified so that 
there can be no question of the 
indie’s right to roadshow product. 
These are_ peculiarly important to 
indies because they frequently pro- 
duce films at extremely high costs. 

Application was made because de- 
fendants refused to ekay filing of 
the brief. Government had consented. 


Morris L. Ernst is the attorney for 
SIMPP. 












Byrnes-20th 


Continued from page 3 


preme Court for eight hours to set 
forth their. version of the case. It’s 
likely that the clerk will whittle the 
time sought somewhat. Further con- 
fab of legaiites is set for the latter 
part of this week when the order in 
which company attorneys will argue 
is to be fixed. At that time, definite 
word as to time alloted is expected 
from Washington. 

_ Meanwhile, majors’ lawyers have 
been at cross-purposes with the 
Dept. of Justice on the date to ex- 
change briefs. D of J wants that 
fixed at Dec. 15 while defense at- 


| torneys would like an additional 
| week, 





6 we ecm 


' 
' 
' 
; 
i 
i 
' 
| 
' 
i 
' 
t 
! 
i 








COMPARE- 
arte - 























Yes...COMPARE the patron drawing power 
...0f eye-and-ear-filling TRAILERS... and 
colorful ACCESSORIES... with your other 
advertising media... COMPARE. . the low 
’ cost of The PRIZE BABY’S seat-selling sales- 
men...with the cost of selling...through other 
channels! ...Dollar-for-Dollar... Patron-for- 


Patron... TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES do 


a Bigger job...a Better job for LESS money! 
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Chouinard Exits Mpls, Indie Group. 


Over Par Deal: 


20th Makes Peace 





members of Independent theatres, 


Casper Chouinard has resigned as| 
general manager and buyer of the | 


non-profit buying combine, which 
comprises most of the important 
Twin City independent situations. 
The group immediately named Low- 
ell Kaplan, assistant general man- 
ager and assistant buyer of another 
non-profit outfit, Theatre Associates, 


Minneapolis. +4 
After an angry disagreement with | 


} 





! 


who in turn is being replaced by 
Evelyn Block, 

John A. Reilly, until recently man- 
ager of the Metropolitan in Bloom- 
field, has been named pilot of the 
Mervis Brothers-operated Rialto 
here. 

Mercedes Miller, former office 
manager's secretary at Metro, now 
is assistant cashier. John Mayer, who 
had been office manager before that 





which includes the territory’s largest | . ye Ee maptihee ie 

independent circuits, to succeed | ag eg ac gta ep a 

Chouinard. Theatre Associates hasn't | of the AMPTO of Western Caeeemerle. 

yet appointed a successor to Kaplan.) - oe some on of comenslla a 
J Fi “per rae | vania at _ annual convention here 

ust a few weeks age ; é last week. 

made a deal for Independent the- 

atres with Paramount. The combine, “ 

had been laying off the product for Tyers to Manage OO Se 

more than a year because of refusal Wannie Tyers, manager of the 


to meet the company’s terms. The- 
atre Associates, which includes Ben- 


nie Berger, North Central Allied 
president, is \still, in effect, “boy- 
cotting” Paramount. The company 


charges the combine with attempting 
to dictate selling policies and terms, 
while group spokesmen allege that 
Paramount demands are excessive. 

Berger, however, made a trip to 
New York last week to iron out dif- 
ferences which also have kept The- 
atre Associates and 20th-Fox apart. 
Upon his return the combine signed 
up with the distributor. 

Chouinard, who has no plans at 
present, was United Artists’ city 
galesman before becoming general 
manager of Independent theatres. 
At the time, trade circles here had 
him in line for a branch manager’s 
post. Kaplan was head booker for 
the Eddie Ruben Welworth circuit 
before he went with Theatre Asso- 
ciates. 





) Reopen Strand, Dallas 
é Dallas. 

The Strand theatre, completely 
renovated, is operating as a deluxe 
downtowner with a © second-run 

olicy. Approximately $100,000 has 
ete spent on the house by H. & B. 
Theatres Inc., whose top officials are 
Joy N. Houck, A. P. Brashear and 
E. C. Houck. 

O. B. Bridges, formerly manager 
of the Joy theatre when it was 
owned and operated by the H&B 
circuit, has been named manager 
of the Strand, House was formerly 
called the Wade. 

Jimmy Curtis, former manager of 
the Tower Houston, has been trans- 
ferred to the downtown Majestie in 
the same city as assistant to man- 
ager Eddie Bremer. 

The C. D. Leon circuit has opened 
its new Slaton theatre, in SJaton, 
Texas. 


Capitol, Niagara Falls, will manage 
Odeon Theatres’ Odeon, now under 
construction here at a cost estimated 
at $2,000,000 and due for opening 
next spring. 

In appointing Tyers to his new 
post, prexy J. Earl Lav-son indicated 
that other promotions within the 
Odeon organization could be expect- 
ed to follow shortly. Before assum- 
ing the managerial reins on the new 
Odeon, Tyers will study theatre op- 
erations both in England and the 
U.S. 





Fex-St. L Pays $2.50 Divvy 
St. Louis. 
Fox-St. Louis Properties, owner 
of the Fox theatre and Humboldt 
building, has declared a dividend of 
$2.50 on its preferred stock. 

The Harlem, 500-seater in East St. 
Louis catering to Negro trade, has 
lighted as a unit of the Goldman- 
Leventhal-Tobin circuit. 

The Rock Island, 200-seater cater- 
ing to Negro trade, is being readied 
fer opening in Venice, Ill. It will be 
the town’s sole film house. 

Ray Harrelson is readying his 
new Worden, a 250-seater, at Wor- 
den, Til, for an early opening. 

The Strand, a 300-seater at Poco- 
hontas, Ill, has opened under the 
ownership of J. W. Thompson, for- 
mer exhibitor in Highland, Il. 
Ken Wilson has succeeded his 
father, Robert H. Wilson, who died 
several weeks ago, in the operation 
of the Palace, a 500-seater, Jackson, 
Mo. The elder Wilson, who was edi- 
tor and publisher of The Cash Book, 
a weekly paper in Jackson, operated 
the house while his son was in the 
Navy. 

Dave Ross, Warner Bros. salesman 
with the Chicago branch, trans- 
ferred to St. Louis and has been as- 
signed to the southeastern Missouri 
territory. 








Eugene Kenyon has been named 
manager of the Village theatre, 
Port Arthur. 

Robert N. Smith is the new owner 
and operator of the Lantex theatre, 
Liano, Texas. He has headquarters 
in Mission, Texas. 

The Rio theatre, Bishop, Texas, 
formerly owned and operated by the 
ogo Circuit, has been purchased 
by S. Arnold, who also operates 
the Odem at Odem. 





Realart’s Seattle Exchange 
Seattle. 

Realart Pictures opened an ex- 
change here for its Favorite Films 
subsidiary, thus completing the out- 
fit’s Coast distribution setup. Gordon 
C. Wallinger branch manager. 

Robert Haase has been named 
purchasing agent of Hamrick-Ever- 
green, succeeding Marvin Fox, who 
reiurns as manager of the Orpheum. 
Fclmo Larison, former Orpheum 
manager, becomes manager of the 
Music Hall, succeeding Cyde Strout, 
whe becomes manager at the Coli- 
seimm. 

Jack Dudman moves from _the 
Coliseum to manage the Musix Box, 
with John Bardue shifting from 
manager of the latter house to be 
assistant manager of the Orpheum. 





Century’s 38th Link 

Century circuit has closed for a 
2l-year lease with N. Y. Life Insur- 
ance Co. for a 2,000-seater in the 
latter’s 3,000-apartment development 
mear Queens Village, L. I A. A. 
Hovell, prez, and Fred J. Schwartz, 
veepee, handled the deal for Cen- 
tury. Construction. of the theatre 
will begin shortly in the shopping 
and business area. It’s Century’s 
38th house, 





Bert Albright Reeovers 
Pittsburgh. 

Bert Aibright, manager of WB 
State in Washington, Pa., is back on 
the job again after a lengthy iilness, 
and Paul Williams, from the Etna 
theatre, has returned to his own 
house. FR 

Jeanette Rubinoff, former secre- 
tary to Joe Feldman, assistant zone 
manager for Warners, has landed in 
New York as assistant to Maurice 


Bergman, U-I Eastern publicity 
director. ; 
Catherine Predmore, with WB 


booking office last niue years. has 
resigned to accept a student bookers’ 
one with Columbia Pictures. She’s 

ing replaced by Frances. Verenese, 


ree 


ee 


Twin-City Downtown 2d Runs 
Minneapolis. 

Second-runs are returning to both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul downtowns, 
with independent houses in both in- 
stances adopting the policy. World 
here, formerly the Newsreel, now 
operated by Bennie Berger circuit, 
and the St. Paul Garrick, a Mont- 
gomery-Dale-Ryberg operation and 
erstwhile last-run house, launch the 
policy this week. 

There hasn't been a Minneapolis 
second-run downtown since the 
Lyric, Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount), became a moveover the- 
atre a number of years ago. 





Buster Duckette to Texas 
Houston, Texas. 

Buster Duckette, from Long Beach, 
Cal., has been named assistant to 
Raymond M. Hay, manager of the 
Kirby theatre here. 

George Caldwell has been named 
manager to relieve Les Martin, 
skipper of the South Main drive-in, 
during the latter’s vacation. Cald- 
well will then manage the new Un- 
derwood & Ezell drive-in . theatre 
nearing completion in Beaumont. 





Griffith Buys Palace 
Silverton, Texas. 

W. O. Bearden and Preston Tower, 
owners and operators of the Palace, 
Silverton, Texas, have sold their 
holdings to J. Lee Griffith, of Tulia. 

Bud Waldron is the new owner 
and operator of the Elk theatre, in 
Italy, Texas, formerly owned by Ted 
Waggoner. 





Shorts Producer’s 125G Bonus 
Colorado Springs. 

Profit-sharing bonus of $125,000 
has ‘been distributed to its 520 home- 
office salaries employees by the 
Alexander Film Co., producers and 
distributors of advertising shorts. 
Bonus, believed to be the largest 
ever paid by a Colorado company. 
was rated on the basis of length of 
employment, individual merit and 
according tq base pay. 

Company gave its employees $30.- 
000 in bonuses earlier this year and 
$125,000 similarly in 1946. Besides 
the 520 home office force. the firm 
has 150 employees in the field. 





Protest Adless News Days 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Plans of the Democrat & Chroni 
cle for seven adless editions during 
the holiday season to save news- 


print brought squawks from theatre 





execs here. A delegation told adver- 
tising manager Al Mahar that ex- 
hibitors are mapping some of their 
biggest shows of the: year for Christ- 
mas and New Year weeks, when the 
stores will have completed their 
holiday trade. Mahar promised to 
reconsider the ban as_ affecting 
theatres. : 

Days set for no display ads are 
Dec. 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31 and Jan. 1. 
Downtown houses are asking for at 
least two-column, five-inch ads and 
the nabes for half as much. 


District Theatres Inte Midwest 
Akron. 

District Theatres Corp., Washing- 
ton, D.C., will extend its operations 
into the midwest by erecting a the- 
atre in Akron early in 1948. 

Work is begun on a new 500-seat 
theatre in Genoa, O., to be com- 
pleted about May 1, at an estimated 
cost of $60,000. 

Construction of the Menter Drive- 
In Theatre, near Painesville, O., has 
begun, and will be completed for 
spring opening. 








Art Cinema Sells Midtown, Buff 
Buffalo. 
Midtown, downtown artie, has 
been sold by Art Cinema Theatres, 
Inc., of N. Y., to Eastern Theatre 
Corp. operating a chain of bandbox 
picture houses in New York, De- 
troit and Washington. 
Lloyd M. Mills remains manager. 





Malmquist Mgr. of Iowa House 
Des Moines. 
Bob Malmquist is the new mana- 
ger of the Gem, Charles City, Iowa, 
er by Central States Theatre 


orp. 

Charles Finn has succeeded him 
as ; we of the Zephyr, Burling- 
ton, la. ‘ 





Borge. Iversen’s Omaha Parlay 

Omaha. 
Borge Iversen, of the Fort theatre, 
Rock Island DL, has arrived to take 
over double job of managing the 
State theatre and handling publicity 
for the Goldberg downtown and 
neighborhood chain of nine houses. 
He succeeds Al Palladino, mana- 
ger, and:Allen Kohan, publicity and 
advertising manager. 





Fabian Ups Gerry Wollaston 
Harrisburg. 
Gerry Wollaston, manager of the 
State theatre, Harrisburg, has been 
named city manager for the Wilmer 
& Vincent division of Fabian the- 
atres. The post has been vacant since 
oe ee of C. Floyd Hopkins, in 


Wollaston will have supervision 
over the State, Colonial and Rio 
theatres, 





ARMIT Completes Board 
Denver. 

With the recent election of two 
new directors, Allied Rocky Moun- 
tain Independent Theatres now has 
a total of 10 state directors. 

Newly-named to the board are 
Neil Beezley, of Burlington, Colo., 
and Hobart Gates, of Custer, Wyo. 





Films for Tele 
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were just as reticent about their 
negotiations as was Fox. 


As for RKO-Pathe, that company 
has completely reorganized its tele 
department. Work was formerly 
conducted by RKO Television Corp., 
of which Ralph B. Austrian was 
prez. Austrian subsequently joined 
the Foote, Cone & Belding ad agency 
as tele exec veepee and the corpora- 
tion was dissolved. All video work 
is now conducted by the commercial 
film department of RKO-Pathe, 
under the supervision of the depart- 
ment’s manager, Phillip Nichols. 


Pathe’s Video Packages 


Plans are still nebulous as tc how 
far Pathe will go in producing 
original packages for tele consump- 
tion, Nichols said. Until that’s de- 
cided, the outfit will re-edit for tele 
its “This Is America” and “Sport- 
scope” series. Plan is to release 13 or 
26 issues of each, built into a 15- 
minute show that would have room 
for the usual sponsor’s announce- 
ment. Nichols declared it hadn’t yet 
been decided how current the shorts 
would be, but emphasized the dead- 
line would be much shorter than 
the one-year ruling now in effect. 

Plan is te sell the releases either 
to ad agencies or directly te spon- 
sors, with Nichols and his siaff 
handling the saies personally. Un- 
less the American Federation of 
Musicians lifts its current ban on 
the use of union-made sound track?’ 
for tele, Pathe will provide disk 
recordings with each short, so that 
the musical background can be dub- 
bed in at the tele studio. 

Pathe plans eventually to produce 
original shows for tele purposes, 
Nichols said, but all these will he 
done entirely on film. Outfit will 
steer clear of live programming en- 





tirely. a 





| 
| 


end will be tremendously more than 
if he wins. Of all his fights, only 
the first Max Schmeling match, in 
which Louis was flattened, was 
highly profitable. Der Mox bought 
the European rights for a song 
before the match and _ coilected 
$250,000. 

Radio coverage will be the usual 
Don Dunphy-Bill Corum airing over 
ABC, plus NBC television, both un- 
der the Gillette deal which gives the 
Garden and 20th Century Sporting 
Club $310,000 annually, with $40,000 
extra each time Louis puts his title 
on the line. Ex-Captain Harry Sper- 
ber, USA, chief German interpreter 
at Nuremberg War Crimes Trial, 
wili gab a special shortwave de- 
scription on State Department radio 
for Germany. 

Press coverage Outdoes everything 
since last Louis-Conn, the $100- 
top turkey, with 137 press requests 


ing Harry Markson, 20th Century’s 
publicist. Twenty three foreign cor- 
respondents will cover, including a 
man from Joe Stalin’s Tass Agency. 


This fight will mark the first time 
that the 20th Century Sporting Club 
has cut a boxer in for a part of the 
tele money at the Garden, although 
Louis reportedly participated when 
he fought Billy Conn in the outdoor 
Yankee Stadium in June, 1946. 


New York Boxing Managers Guild 
has been pressing the Garden of- 
ficials and Mike Jacobs’ 20th Cen- 
tury outfit for months to get their 
video money. They based their de- 
mands on the assumption that tele 
was hurting the gate receipts and 
thus cutting into their fighters’ 
purses. Both Jacobs and Garden 
prexy John Reed Kilpatrick consist- 
ently maintained, however, that tele 
was creating new fight fans and not 
keeping the inveterates away from 
the boxoffice. 


Until now, Louis, as heavyweight 
champ, is the only one who rated 
such a split. Other boxers instead 
were sometimes given a higher cut 
of the gate. 


Because Jacobs has a hefty finan- 
cial interest in Louis himself, no 
20th Century official would divulge 
how much money Louis is to receive. 
His cut will come out of the dough 
which Gillette Safety Razor pays the 
fight outfit for rights to sponsor the 
event over the NBC tele web. Origi- 
nal contract called for Gillette to 
pay $175,000 for rights to all fights 
staged by 20th Century at the Gar- 
den for one year, with that fee in- 
cluding the Louis-Conn bout. Con- 
tract has since been renewed, but at 
an undisclosed figure. 


Letting Louis in for some of the 
tele money, it’s believed, will almost 
certainly pave the way for other 
boxers to get a cut of the proceeds 
and might even extend into other 
sports. Rumblings of baseball play- 
ers demanding a share of video 
money paid by sponsors to have 
regular season games aired have al- 
ready been heard and the deal with 
Louis may give ballplayers the first 
concrete foundation on which to base 
their claims. 

Louis-Walcott bout marks the 
third heavyweight championship 
fight since the war’s end to be tele- 
vised by NBC. Web previously 
broadcast the Louis-Cann and Louis- 
Tami Mauriello fights under the 
three-way pact among the Garden, 
NBC and Gillette. 

Remote crew of WNBT, the web’s 
N. Y. outlet, will use its standard 
two-camera link for the event. Fight 
will be fed to stations in Schenec- 
tady, Philadelphia and Washington. 
NBC tele announcer Bob Stanton 
will handle the blow-by-blow ac- 
ceunt, with Ray Forest doing the 
preliminaries and color stuff on the 
main event. 


Fight Manager Sues To 
Bar Video From Stadium 


Hollywood, Dee. 2. 

Superior Court has set Dee. 5 for 
hearing oa a restraining injunction 
sought against the Holiywood Legion 
Stadium’s televising of fights there. 
Action was brought by George Par- 
Nassus, managing Fabella Chavez, 
who meets Buddy Jacklich at the 
stadium Dec. 12. Don Lee video 
outlet W6XAO was slated to tele- 
cast. Action stems from a refusal 
of funds to the fighter for extra 
video privileges, based on grounds 
of invasion of privacy, rendering 
services without compensation, etc. 
Fighter, maintaining he hasn't 
given consent to telecasiing, names 
Don Lee as well as the Legion. But 
the station feels it isn’t concerned 








Louis’ 100G From Fight 
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in addition to the regular 100 harry- | 





tion that the Legion is bound by 
contract to deliver the bouts. The 
Legion formerly sought waivers 


from the fighters but abandoned that, 
feeling that under the boxing com- 
mission rules, a fighter must deliver 
once he's signed for a match. 
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exhibs resisting ASCAP from having 
to pay their own litigation damages, 





Sydney Samuelson, head of an 
| Eastern Pennsylvania unit, who teed 
|off the increased-sdmission attack, 
| contended that producers were not 
|only defying efforts to halt inflation 


land were guilty of building publie 
| ill will but were also responsible for 


| flood of municipal amusement taxes, 
|Samuelson said his unit was con- 
|sidering bringing d@amaxe _ suits 
| against distributors who have in- 
| sisted on increased scales on ground 


this was an invasion of a lower fed- 
eral court’s decision declaring such 


procedure was in violation of anti- 
trust laws. Case he referred to is 
now pending before the U. S. 
Supreme Court. Delegates were 


urged by Samuelson to pledge them- 
selves not to buy any advanced- 
scale films so long as other product 
to keep their theatres open was 
available. 

Nate Yamins, of a Néw England 
unit, who. spearheaded the anti- 
ASCAP barrage, said the association 
had ready a three-pronged plan for 
curbing ASCAP, tamely, asking the 
U. S. Attorney General to reopen the 
BMI consent decree obtained in 1941 
so exhibs can be made party tv it, in- 
troducing legislation in Congress and 
inviting wholesale suits for non-pay- 
ment of license fees. Yamins also in- 
troduced a resolution which would 
have Allied States units recommend 
that members not sign ASCAP 


agreements under any conditions or 
terms. 





Freedom Train 
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lanche of protests against action of 
the local authorities, the various 
groups said they feared serious trou- 


ble unless the matter could be 
dropped, with the Mayor being 
rapped for his provocative address. 


Meantime, the CIO Industrial 
Council here came out with a sting- 
ing statement attacking the city’s of- 
ficial stand, though expressing no 
surprise in view of the past record 
on racial and civil liberties matters. 
AFL's Central Trades and Labor 
Council, after heated debate behind 
closed doors in executive session, 
tabled a motion criticizing the city 
commission, opposition to the action 
being led by a trio of union card- 
holding city officials who have long 
managed to keep the AFL “in line” 
locally. 

Letters are pouring into the news- 
papers on the subject, discussion is 
rampant, and the city dads are 
sticking to their guns, even though 
all other southern cities are accept- 
ing the American Heritage Founda- 
tion plan for all citizens to see the 
Freedom Train together, regardless 
of race. The Memphis date is ex- 


pect fed to go to one of the many 
Dixie locales that have bid for it. 





Grant-Cole 
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er. It leaves Miss Pickford with 
only two reps on the board, which 
now consists of seven members, 
rather than the regular nine. 








with internal beefs, taking the posi- | 


Remaining are Vitalis Chalif, an 
attorney related by marriage to the 
UA co-owner, and Sam Dembow, Jr., 
|veteran film exec. Miss Pickford’s 
|partner in UA, Charles Chaplin, has 
}four reps on the board. They are 
lattorneys Charles Schwartz and 
Herbert Jacoby, both of Chaplin’s 
counsel, Schwartz & Frohlich; 
Arthur W. Kelly, UA exec v.p., and 
E. C. Mills, former ASCAP general 
manager. Ninth board member is 
Grad Sears, UA prez. 


Miss Pickford is expected to name 
two new directors within two or 
three weeks. Their absence makes 
no practical difference in the voting. 
however, since it takes six votes to 
Pass a measure, meaning that the 
;assent of at least one Pickford rep 
must be attained. 
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Tune 


these two have been the most ap- 
parent as solid boxoffice insurance. 


Because many of the forthcoming 
big musicals will be produced in one 
or another forms of color, the two 
categories overlap in several in- 
giances. Metro is apparently placing 
the most emphasis on combining the 
two forms, Company will have at 
least six big Technicolor musicals 
during the next six months, includ- 
ing such top-budgeters as Irving 
Berlin's “Easter Parade;” Joe Pas- 
ternak's “Three Daring Daughters;” 
“The Pirate,” co-starring Gene Kelly 
and Judy 
addition to the tunefilms in 
Metro also has scheduled “Master of 
Lassie” and “Three riusketeets” for 
lensing in Technicolor, thus bring- 
ing its total of tinted films to eight. 


20th’s 7 In Color Plus Korda’s 3 


Twentieth has seven Technicolor 
films coming up from its own stu- 
dios, plus three from Sir Alexander 
Korda. These include two musicals. 
Company will also offer three black- 
and-white musicals during the year, 


including screen adaptations of the | 


current Broadway legit hits, “Call 
Me Mister” and “Burlesque.” Twen- 


tieth’s list includes those to be re- | 


leased during the entire calendar 
years. 

RKO will have four color films, 
three of which are musicals, plus 
one tuner in black-and-white. Color 
pix, all to be furnished by indie 
producers, include Walter Wanger's 
“Joan,” the Ingrid Bergman starrer; 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Song Is Born,” 
the last of Danny Kaye’s films for 
Goldwyn before he switches over to 
Warners, and two Walt Disney fea- 
ture cartoons, Single black-and- 
white tunefilm is Eddie Cantor’s 
biopic, “If You Knew Susie” (RKO). 

Warners will have two musicals, 
one in color and one monochrome, 
plus “Adventures of Don Juan,” 
Errol Flynn starrer, also on the color 
list. Musicals include “My Wild Irish 
Rose” in color and “April Showers” 


in black and white. Universal-Inter- | 


national will get its single Techni- 
color film in Walter Wanger’s “Tap 
Roots” and will also have two mono- 
chrome musicals. These are both 
adaptations of Broadway hits, includ- 
ing “Up In Central Park” (originally 
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rs, Color Pix In 48 
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Garland, and others. In! 








scheduled for color lensing but later 
switched to monochrome) and “Are 
You With It?” 

Columbia Tintless 


Columbia, usually good for at least 
two big color musicals a year, wiil 
have two tuners forthcoming in the 
next six months but both are to be 
in black and white. These are 
“Eternal Melody,” a semi-longhair 
film starring Jan Kiepura and Marta 
Eggerth, and Rita Hayworth in 
“Loves of Carmen.” For color, Co- 
lumbia will offer a Techni-processed 
i“Return of October” ani a Cine- 
, cOlor-processed “Coroner’s Creek.” 
| Republic, with its 
| terest in Trucolor, 
|scheduled for lensing .in that pro- 
cess. Rep will also release one mu- 
i sical in black and white. United 
Artists, whose indie producers are 
|still encountering difficulties in 
|lining up financing for their films, 
| has eight musicals and four color pix 
'on its schedule for the next six 
months. It’s uncertain at this point, 
however, how many of these will be 
released in that time. 

Indies’ Colorpix 
| Among the color films are Sey- 
mour Nebenzal’s “Queen of Hearts,” 
Charles R. Rodgers’ “Scarlet 
Feather” and two George Pal and 
j}two Harman-Ising feature cartoons. 
| Potential UA musicals include Sam 





color, | 


financial in- 
has fine films 





|Coslow’s “Champagne for ‘fvery- 
body;” Federal Films’ “Babes In 
'Toyland” and “Carmen from 


i Kenosha” and Triangle Productions’ 
“Stardust Road,” the Hoagy Car- 
michael biofilm. In addition, Hal 
Roach has scheduled his “Mr. Wil- 
mer” for lensing in Cinecolor. 


Cinecolor will get its biggest break 
through its recent takeover. of Film 
Classics. FC has announced a sched- 
ule of at least 14 new films to be 
produced during 1948, at least 60% 
of which will be lensed in Cinecolor. 
This would add at least eight more 
possibilities to the color lineup. 


Trumho-Cole 
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notices from RKO-Radio. We be- 
lieve that the courts will uphold our 
stand on principle which we now 
reaffirm. As a footnote to the per- 
version of justice, history will record 
the temporary triumph of John 
Rankin of Mississippi, who, in the 
halls of Congress, brought the cita- 
tion debate to an end with a calcu- 
lated anti-Semitic reference. His- 
tory will further record that a 
great many members of Congress, 
to their everlasting shame, laughed 
and applauded. We, producer and 
director of ‘Crossfire, a picture 
which opposes the degrading prac- 
tice of anti-Semitism, feel that 
‘Crossfire’ will stand as a testament 
of our Americanism long after 
Rankin and Thomas are dead.” 

Lardner, who recently collabo- 
rated on the “Forever Amber” 
script, said: 

“I believe the Motion Picture As- 
sociation has done a disservice to 









} all its employees and to the picture- 


going public. I don’t intend to yield 
to their pressure just because they 
yielded to the pressure of the 














THEATRE OPERATING 


EXECUTIVE 
Now employed seeks to make 
change. Will go anywhere. 
Over 20 years’ experience with chain 
and independent organizations. Thor- 
oughly competent in booking, buying, 
advertising and handling of talent as 
well as theatre operation. . 
Interested only in lucrative proposition 
to warrant making change. 
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Box 6732, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


DISTRIBUTOR 
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For Spanish language 
pictures. Feature length 
— beautiful musicals. 
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P. O. Box 2069 
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Thomas-Rankin committee.” 

Five of the “Unfriendly 10” are 
not under contract to any film stu- 
dio. They are Herbert Biberman, 


director, and Albert Maltz, Samuel 
Ornitz, John Howard Lawson and 
Alvah Bessie, writers. 





Grand Jury 
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citations were based upon a viola- 
tion of the Bill of Rights and that, 
therefore, the Attorney General had 
every right to refuse to prosecute. 


Last week also, Abram F. Myers, 
chairman of the board of the United 
States Exhibitors, congratulated the 
majors for barring the cited 10 from 
employment in their studios. In a 
wire to Eric Johnston, Myers said: 

“I have read with satisfaction your 
statement of policy in behalf of the 
major producing companies. Motion 
pictures are an important communi- 
cation medium and must not be per- 
mitted to fall under the control of 
any political group, least of all sub- 
versive elements. I am moved to 
send you this word of commenda- 
|tion because public dissatisfaction 
; With the conduct of the production 
‘branch of the industry reacts against 
jthe theatres. 
good start. We hope you will follow 
through.” 









Congratulations on a 


Milw’kee’s 247,119 Seats 


Theatre survey of the Mil- 
waukee exchange territory, 10th 
in the series of 31 directories 
being issued by the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn., shows a total of 382 
theatres with 247,119 seats oper- 
ating in that area. In addition, 
there are one drive-in theatre 
with an 800-car capacity and 15 
shuttered theatres with 7,484 
seats. 

Of the total number of thea- 
tres, 176 are  circuit-operated 
with remaining 221 owned by 
indies having less than four 
houses apiece. 


10%, Amus, Tax 
Levied by Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 











Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 


After S. D. Kane, North Central 
Allied executive director, pleaded 
for postponement in order to have 
time to prepare “an intelligent and 
thoughtful” picture of the Minneap- 
olis theatre situation, the city coun- 
cil license committee voted to hold 
a public hearing Dec. 24 on the ap- 
plication of Nathan Shapiro, former 
night club owner, for a license to 
build and operate a local neighbor- 
hood theatre. 


Shapiro's efforts represent the in- 





itial move in a compaign to break 
the present virtual “monopoly” by 
which Minneapolis theatre owners | 
have blocked new theatre construc- | 
tion in the city limits for more than | 
10 years. If he gets his license it’s | 





Ignoring the 
|show business as well as the more 
[than 100,000 Pittsburgh citizens who 


jmailed in their objections in a mass 
postcard campaign, Council over the 
weekend enacted a 10% tax on all 
amusements within the city limits, 
to go into effect right after the first 
of the year. 

New levy, added to the existing 

20% Federal tax, will apply to pix, | 
legit theatres, sports events, dances, | 
|Swimming pools, bowling alleys, 
;}concerts and even such non-profit, 
| community enterprises as the Pitts- 
burgh Symphony Orchestra and the 
Playhouse. For night clubs, it'll 
amount te only a 5% tax inasmuch 
as council has ruled that the 10% 
may be applied to only half of the 
check, figuring the other half to be 
for feed charges. 
Film interests in open hearings 
had charged that tax was discrimin- 
atory and almost confiscatory, claim- 
ing, furthermore, that it would drive 
a lot of business into the suburban 
houses and outlying communities, 
where the 10% would not be in ef- 
fect since it applies only to the 
city. Billboard, newspaper and ra- 
dio campaigns, in addition te the 
postcard bombardment, were 
launched in an effort to kill the tax, 
or at least cut down the amount, but 
all this fad no effect on Council. 


Pittsburgh fathers are believed to 
have taken their cue from Philadel- 
phia, were 10% tax has been in prac- 
tice for some time now, and weren't 
swayed by theatre men’s figures that 
the levy had cut in seriously on at- 
tendance and grosses there. To every 
protest, Council asked protesting in- 
terests to suggest an alternate tax to 
meet the increased costs of city 
government, 


In every case, a levy on payrolls 
was proposed, but Council and 
Mayor Lawrence ignored this sug- 
gestion, claiming they had previ- 
ously pledged themselves not to tax 
payrolls and wouldn’t go back on 
their word. Word of final passage 
of budgei recommendations cast 


, 





town's amusement interests in gloom 
and they’re fearful of the worst, 
particularly in face of already de- 
clining business anyway. 








Fla. Niteries 
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spending will equal that of the war- 
time years. Another measurement 
being taken into account by many 
Florida bonifaces is the fact that 
Saratoga had a disastrous season. 
They're now saying that as goes 
Saratoga, so goes Florida. 


The horse-racing situation also put 
a gioom over the boite ops. Nag 
owners anticipate a 40% drep in rev- 
enue, which was borne out in Mon- 
day’s (1) Gulfstream opening when 
only 13,642 attended and handle was 
a comparatively offish $606,730. Park 
closed yesterday because of a fee 
dispute between track officials and 
racing men. Unless tiff is settled, 
club owners may lose considerable 
revenue. 

However, the Colonial Inn, Hallen- 
dale, about 16 miles outside of Miami, 
seems to be the only spot that is cer- 
tain of hitting the black side of the 
ledger. Gambling is legal in Broward 
county where the Colonial is situ- 
ated, and consequently, they're shell- 
ing out coin for performers with 
more assurance than their Miami 
Beach counterparts. To the opening 
show Dec. 25, which was to have 
consisted of Ray Bolger, Joan Ed- 
wards and Henry Busse and Pupi 
Campo bands, has now been added 
Danny Thomas. The spot also has 
Joe E. Lewis, Tony Martin and Jane 
Froman booked for subsequent 


other applications. 

Shapiro has the solid backing of | 
business men and civic leaders in 
the district where he wants to build. 
Scores of the section's residents, 
some carrying signs labeled “We 
want a Theatre,” crowded the coun- 
cil committee room when the matter 
came up. 


Minneapolis members of North 
Central Allied, independent exhibit- 
ors’ body, voted unanimously at an 
“emergency. meeting” to fight the 
license “with every means at our | 
disposal.” They allege their invest- 
ments would be jeopardized and en- 
tertainment standards lowered by 
new theatre construction. However, 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) is on the sidelines. 





Mpls. Drive-ins Mapped 
Group of 18 independent exhibi- 
tors who have banded together to 
build Twin City drive-in theatres 
and engage in other amusement en- 
terprises to combat “invasion” of 
the local field by outsiders, have 
plans completed for one drive-in 
theatre each in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, as starters. Each will have 800- 
automobile capacity. The sites have 
been chosen and it is hoped to have 
the drive-ins ready by next spring. 
At present there is only one Twin 
City drive-in theatre which was 
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Move Vs. Mpls, Building Blockade; 
City Gets Public Hearing Dec. 24 


built by an outside group last sums 
mer. 

The group of Twin City independ- 
ents calls itself Minnesota Enter- 
tainment Enterprises. It has elected 
Harold Field president; Ted Mann, 
first vice-president; Ben Friedman, 
second vice-president; Abe Kaplan, 
treasurer; Henry Greene, secretary, 


and Dolores Lundquist, assistant 
secretary. Board members are 
George Granstrom, Eddie Ruben, 
M. E. Montgomery, Field, Mann, 
Kaplan and Greene. 
Vinnicof Plans 5 More in Cal. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 
Harry Vinnicof has announced a 
$1,000,000 program for construction 
of five theatres to increase the 


violent protests of | assured there will be a number of | Southern California Amusement Co, 


neighborhood chain, now numbere- 
ing 47 film houses. Sites for the new 
theatres have been bought in Los 
Angeles and San Fernando Valley. 

Building will start as soon as the 
government eases its restrictions on 
construction. 


2 New Kansas Houses 
Kansas City, Dec. -2. 

Bonner Springs, Kans., near Kan« 
sas City, is to have two theatres. Al- 
owner of the Iris, ig 
building the second theatre, with a 
spring opening in sight. 
. V. Crecker, owner of the 
Crocker theatre, Ulysses, Kans., is 
building a second house in the same 
town. 


Kaimann-Wehrenberg Win 
St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

Clarence Kaimann and Fred Weh- 
renberg last week won the first 
round in a court battle to censtruct 
@ 1,000-car drive-in theatre in St, 
Louis County. Although the Si. 
Louis County Plan Commission last 
Nov. 4 gave the green light for the 
construction of the theatre, 150 resi- 
dents in the vicinity applied to the 
St. Louis County court for an in- 
junction against the Kaimann and 
Wehrenberg plans. 

Piaintifis assert they’ll appeal the 
County Court’s. decision. 
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Nip Pix for Nisei 
Tokyo, Nov. 25. 

Nippon Newsreel Co. last week 
compieied arrangements to have its 
newsreels air-shipped weekly to the 
States. 
Films are scheduled to be shown 





shows. 
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~ i-A’s Ban on Filming Live B casts 


~ May Stymie Network Setup Plans; 


Pix Needed for 


- 


Library, Study Use 





Television broadcasters’ optimistic? 


hopes of rushing their network set- 
ups by canning live shows on film 
may be dashed by a solitary clause 
in the tele contract now being 
worked out for all talent unions 
by the Associated Actors and Ar- 
tistes of America. That clause would 
prohibit the filming of any live 
broadcast. 

Exact definition of the clause and 
its wording in the final contract, 
which is expected to be forwarded 
to broadcasters within the next two 
or three weeks, haven't yet been 
determined. George Heller, exec 
secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists and head of 
the 4A’s video committee, has been 
unavailable for comment. Consensus 
among broadcasters, though, is that 
advance reports indicate they’d be 
unable to record any live show on 
film. They base their belief on a 
similar ruling incorporated in the 
Actors’ Equity charter. 

Equity’s ruling prevents the film- 
ing of any show for any purpose 
unless a full week's salary is paid 
to each member of the cast. Several 
legit producers have attempted to 
film their own productions, either 
to make possible a more leisurely 
study of the actois’ work or to fur- 
nish a permanent record of the 
show. Equity has in all cases nixed 
a@ waiver on the ruling and the 
producers have found it prohibitive 
in cost. Latest instance is Agnes 
deMille, who asked permission last 
week to have “Allegro” recorded 
on film for her personal use. Equity 
turned down her request for a 
Waiver, 

Recorder Ruled Out 

Incorporation of such a clause in 
the forthcoming. video contract 
might prove of incalculable harm 
to broadcasters. It would rule out 
entirely any use of such a device as 
the kinescope recorder for anything 
but remote shows. And much as 
broadcasters would welcome a. con- 
tract with the 4A’s after many years 
of impatient waiting, they’re almost 
certain to balk at any pact. that 
would prevent them from recording 
their shows on film. 

Kinescope recorder, now nearing 

(Continued on page 34) 


Discrimination Seen By 

KSTP in Nix on Tower 

e - 7 e e 
Within Twin City Limits 
» Minneapolis, Dec. 2, 

Metropolitan airports commission 
for Twin Cities tentatively nixed 
4KSTP’s request for approval of a 
new 568-foot television and FM 
tower near University avenue, at 
Minneapolis-St. Paul city limits. 
Commission approved recommenda- 
tion of its area planning committee 
that height of the tower be restricted 
to 471 feet, a reduction of 97 feet. 
This drew heated rejoinder from 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTP. 

Hubbard pointed out the tower 
had been approved by state dlepart- 
ment of aeronautics and is within 
regulations of civil aeronautics ad- 
ministration. He charged prejudice 
against a St. Paul~station, and that 
St. Paul members of the commission, 





which is set up to govern airports | 


facilities in Twin Cities area, voted 
against permit without realizing in- 
tercity competitions involved. - 

He said reduction of the tower 
would deprive 50,000 potential tele- 
vision watchers of service, restrict- 
ing the area by three miles. He said 
he is a plane owner himself and any- 


one flying at an altitude where the | 


tower would be a danger would be 
endangering city residents. 

Commission hinted final approval 
might be held up pending a decision 
whether the Twin Cities’ prime air- 
port facility should be moved from 
its present site at Wold-Chamber- 
lain field to another in suburban 
Anoka, much further out, 

Commission meanwhile approved 
a request for a new radio tower to 
be built by Bethesda Free church in 
‘Minneapolis: Tower would be under 
300 feet in height. 

Referring to KSTP case, Robert 
Aldrich, commission executive di- 
rector, said Air Transport associa- 
tion standards set a structural height 
of 1,375 feet above sea level at pro- 
posed site for the tower. Ground ele- 
vation there is 904 feet, thus re- 
stricting structure height to 471 feet. 
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RUPPERT’S PRO GRID © 
PLAYOFF SPONSORSHIP 


Ruppert Brewery enters television 
sponsorship for the first time Dec. 
14, when the beer outfit will bank- 
roll DuMont’s pickup of the All- 
America football conference playoff 
game between the N. Y. Yankees and 
the Cleveland Browns. 

Fact the conference officials have 
okayed the Ruppert contract indi- 
cates the pro football toppers won't 
have any aversion to accepting 
money from a brewery for tele 
rights to a championship game, as 
evidenced by Baseball Commissioner 
A. B. (“Happy”) Chandler during the 
last World Series. Chandler turned 
down a bid of $100,000 for the Series’ 
video rights from Rheingold, despite 
the bid being the only one that met 
his asking price. Ballantine’s, inci- 
dentally, has already signed to spon- 
sor ‘tele broadcasts of the baseball 
Yankees’ regular season games next 
year, 

Football game, to be played at 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y., will be aired 
by WABD, DuMont’s N.Y. outlet, 
and transmitted via coaxial cable 
to WTTG (DuMont, Washington). 
Bill Slater, who’s announced the 
football Yanks’ games during the 
regular season, will repeat on the 
playoff match. Yankee baseball team 
was formerly owned by the late Col. 
Jacob Ruppert, head of the brewery 
firm. Lennen & Mitchell is the 
agency. 


Auto Firms Ready 
Full-Scale Plunge 


Automobile manufacturers, who’ve 
never been among the top radio 
spenders, are expected to plunge 
into television full-scale after the 
first of the year. Chief reason for 
this is the feeling among many au- 
tomotive officials that tele offers 
them an ideal medium. 

With almost every car on the 
market still at a premium, manu- 
facturers see no need for spending 
big money on radio shows to fur- 
ther their sales. Most of them, con- 
sequently, are interested mainly in 
institutional plugging that will keep 
their names before the public as in- 
surance against the time when new 
ears will be more plentiful. Be- 
cause of tele’s small cost as com- 
pared to a big network AM show 
and because tele is concentrated to- 
day in the big money markets, 
manufacturers see it as a natural 
for filling all their needs. : 

Ford Motors, only automotive 
sponsor of a bigtime radio show to- 
day, is also in the minds of com- 
peting companies readying a tele 
campaign. Ford currently is the 
biggest advertiser on video, spon- 
soring shows in most of the tele 
markets. Other manufacturers are 
already worrying about what such 
@ one-company operation might do 
to them in terms of future sales and 
so are planning their jump on the 
video bandwagon. 

In addition to the institutional 
(Continued on page 34) 








KLZ’s New Promotion Manager 


JOHN. CONNORS 


Cennors moves into his new job 
from KLZ’s writing staff with 11 
vears of radio and advertising 
agency experience plus four years of 
Army public relations work behind 
him. He’ll keep KLZ’s oft-cited pro- 
motion activities in high gear. 

KLZ, DENVER. 


Memphis Permit 
Okayed by FCC; 
Six More Bids In 


Washington, Dec. 2. 


The FCC last week handed out 
the first commercial television per- 
mit to Memphis, and, on the re- 
ceiving end, accepted a half-dozen 
more bids for tele operation in the 
top markets. 

Grant went to the Memphis Pub- 
lishing Co., licensee of station WMT 
and publisher of the Commercial 
Appeal. Company, which boasts of 
having one of the first FM stations 
in the Deep South, will get a chance 
to make television history on the 
No. 4 channel. . 
Meanwhile, the Cherry and Webb 
Broadcasting Co., licensee of WPRO, 
put in a bid for the No. 13 chan- 
nel for a 5 kw picture transmitter 
in Providence, R. I. Out in San 
Diego, the Jack Gross Broadcast- 
ing Co. came through with the sec- 
ond bid for tele operation in the 
town. Company operates KFMB, 
San Diego, and will spend $130,425 
for a television plant, using the No. 
8 channel, 

Also on the Coast, S. H. Patter- 
son owner of KSAN, applied for 
the No. 9 channel for San Fran- 
cisco. He will put $131,000 in plant 
and $6,000 a month in operating ex- 
penses, 

From New Orleans, WDSU, hav- 
ing recently completed new studios 
and an overall expansion, asked for 


(Continued on page 34) 


Pitt.’s Brace of Tele Bids 


: Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

First two stations here under the 
gun with applications for television 
were KQV and KDKA, both of which 
filed at about the same time. 

KDKA’s video outlet will serve 
some 2,500,000 persons in a 4,500 
square-mile area. Coverage would 
extend 40 miles from the transmitter 
site which will overlook the Oak- 
land district. Joe Beaudino, head of 
KDKA, says minor changes in the 
station’s 500-foot FM tower will en- 














able it to carry both FM and tele- 
vision programs. 





Television would make greater 
strides in the sale of facilities, it is 
believed in some advertiser quar- 
ters, if’ the set manufacturers were 
less inclined to make a secrecy of 
their business. These observers 
point out that as an industry video 
set makers play their cards too close 
to their chests, being loath to dis- 
ciose information on the number of 
sets they’ve turned out. 

This lack of facts and figures, runs 
the complaint, precludes any ap- 
proach to measuring costs in rela- 
tion to potential listeners. Agency 
men are, on the other hand, wonder- 
ing whether they might be able to 
get around this particular yardstick, 
one to which the advertiser has been 
conditioned by radio and other me- 
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dia, by talking rather terms of 


Agency Men Feel They re Being , 
Stymied By Secrecy of Set Mfrs. 


“sales impact” as far as television is 
concerned. In other words, instead 
of using per listener as a cost basis, 
the buyer of video should consider 
the exceptional power that the new 
medium exerts because not only of 
its novelty but its uncharted spec- 
tator reactions. 

It may be recalled that in the 
early days of radio the novelty factor 
played an important part in the re- 
lation between sales and per listener 
cost. It was found that sales ex- 
ceeded cost by a wide margin, not 
so much because facilities and pro- 
grams were so cheap as the fact that 
people ‘bought the product out of 
the sheer novelty of being asked to 
do so by radio voices. Also out of 
appreciation, as well, for the enter- 





tainment, etc., afforded by radio. 
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Tele Can Learn from the Newsreels 


FOOTBALL ROUNDUP: Television in the east is not doing a goad 
football job. It’s been getting by on the novelty angle. Take Rowan’s 
92-yard run against Navy. Any viewer wanting to find out what 
really happened on that play will have to see the newsreels. The tele 
version merely showed Rowan going through the line, cutting to his 
left and scampering alone the rest of the way. How or why he got in 


the clear so quickly remained a secret. 


Subsequent newspaper ac- 


counts spoke of two blocks that shook Rowan free. Tele showed neither 


of them. The fault? Cioseups. 


This angle narrows the field so much 


for the cameramen they have missed play after play all season. A 


medium shot (the longer view) w 
viewer. 


ould protect both cameraman and 


But the video directors of the mobile units, the boys who call the 
camera shots and lens angles, can’t think in any other terms except 


“closeup.” So instead of having the 


best seat in the place, midfield and 


up high where he can see everything, the viewer finds himself sitting 


on the bench—the worst seat in the joint. 


This is going to become an 


aggravation when the novelty wears off. 
Someone might also ask the camera directors what’s so fascinating 


about a closeup of a football flying 


through the air on a pass or kick. 


Because of this, tele missed the drama and excitement of Swiacki's (Co- 


lumbia) big day against Army. NB 
of the medium shot for the huddle 
Between a man in motion and end 


C has fallen into the steady routine 
and then the closeup for the play. 
s split wide, quick handoffs, pitch- 


outs, spins, and fakes, the cameraman doesn’t know where the ball is 


half the time. 


But it’s not his fault when he muffs a play. 


The me- 


dium shot would protect him, especially on blocked kicks, and reduce 


the necessity of fast camera pans w 
screen, 


hich is confusing to the eye on the 


The way is stands, camerawise, there is much television can learn 


about football from the newsreels. 


It will also see something by 


picking up Sunday’s N. Y. Herald Tribune (Nov. 30) and studying the 


six column picture on page one of t 


he sports section, It is a reproduc- 


tion of Rowarni's run as television should have and could have but did 


not show it, 
goes into play. 
Navy team is in this photograph wit 
identification by number. 
the entire pattern of play, and unti 
doing half a job. 
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MISSUS GOES A-SHOPPING 
With John Reed King, Jimmy Brown 
Director: Frances Buss 
30 Mins.; Wed., 1:30 p.m. 
SONDRA PRODUCTS 
WCBS-TV—CBS, N. Y. 

(Modern Merchandising) 

John Reed King’s “Missus Goes A- 
Shopping” offers. the best proof to 
date of the feasibility of staging cer- 
tain types of television shows “on 
location,” as CBS execs have termed 
their out-of-the-studio offerings. 
Whether the techniques, adopted by 
CBS after it shuttered its studios 
last spring, can be followed for all 
types of shows remains to be seen. 
It certainly added plenty of color 
and authenticity, however, to the 
King opus. 

“Missus,” long a radio standby, was 
staged in the CBS studios for months 
without a sponsor. After a year’s 
hiatus, the web gave it another 
chance by presenting it in an actual 
grocery store. Response from po- 
tential sponsors was evidently tre- 
mendous, since CBS succeeded in 
signing four of them to a year’s con- 
tract on a rotating basis. 

Show itself, with King emceeing 
an audience participating stint with 
various women. shoppers attracted 
to the store, is corny as evér. House- 
wives seem to go for it, however, 
which is all a sponsor need be in- 
terested in, and there’s no question 
that the hausfraus taking part in 
the proceedings are having fun. 
With years of experience in handling 
the fickle femmes, pare Sein acquired 
a surefire knack of kidding them 
along and making them like it, and 
with an able assist from Jimmy 
Brown, as his “Uncle Jim,” makes the 
knack pay off. 

Show caught (26) was staged in a 
grocery store on Long Island, with 


(Continued on page 34) 


MITCH GRAYSON INTO 
K&E’S VIDEO DEPT. 


Accent on hypoed planning for 
future television operations by the’ 
Kenyon & Eckhardt ad agency was 
indicated in announcement Monday 
(1) by William B. Lewis, veepee and 
radio director, of the appointment of 
Mitchell Grayson to the agency’s 
video department. 

Grayson until last week directed 
“Superman” for K&E’s Kellogg ac- 
count, In addition, he has recently 
directed a Mutual documentary on 
“War Babies” and a four-web-spont- 
sored, plattered dramat saluting the 
Ad Council (see Radio Reviews). 

In his new assignment, Grayson 
will work with Garth Montgomery. 
Tom Carpenter is also now assigned 
to K&E’s tele department. 

While the agency at present has 
no shows in video, there are strong 
indications that K&E toppers are 
blueprinting a major drive to set the 
agency among the leaders when tele 
emerges into a full-blown ad me- 
dium. Grayson’s first assignment, 
Lewis said without elaboration, will 
be “preparation of a new television 
series for the agency.” 
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It is the camera angle tele must come to when the ball 
For mobile video directors the lesson is that the entire 


h each figure large enough for easy 


This is the view that would give the viewer 


1 television does so it will only be 





FCC to Explore 
Par-DuMont Tie 


In Mass Hearing 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

The FCC will explore the stock 
ownership and management interest 
of Paramount Pictures in the Allen 
B. DuMont Labs and Par television 
subsidiaries in Boston afd Detroit 
at a consolidated hearing here Jan. 5, 
it was announced last Friday (28). 
In the same package, the FCC tabbed 
for hearing all tele bids for Detroit, 
Boston and Cleveland — where the 
Paramount companies and DuMont 
are competing for stations. 

The Commission explained it was 
using this technique of getting evi- 
dence on the record on the extent 
of Par’s control over DuMont, which 
has an immediate impact on bids of 
DuMont for Cleveland; New England 
Theatres, Inc. for Boston, and United 
‘Detroit Theatres for Detroit. The 
last two companies are Par sub- 
Sidiaries. All bidders for these three 
cities will participate in the Par- 
FCC squabble on the issue of com- 
mon control of DuMont, and then 
hearings will be split to hear in- 
dividual bids of all companies for 
each of the three cities. 

Commissioners Rosel Hyde and 
Robert F. Jones dissented from this 
procedure, preferring instead to have 
the Paramount - DuMont ownership 
issue handled in a separate hearing. 
They make the point that the other 
bidders for scarce television spec- 
trum in Boston, Detroit and Cleve- 
land have a good chance to gang up 
on Par and DuMont as it now stands. 

At the present time, the film com- 
pany and DuMont are in the pot for 
a total of nine video stations. Be- 
tween them they have gotten five 
grants, and unless FCC finds that 
Par is no longer in a position to con- 
trol DuMont, will have to drop their 
four other bids—including those in 
Cleveland, Boston and Detroit. 

Following are involved in the 
Cleveland video scrap: DuMont; 
WGAR Broadcasting Co. and United 
Broad¢tasting Co. (WHK). 

Competition in Boston includes: 
New England Theatres, Inc.: Empire 
Coil Co.; Boston Metropolitan Tele- 
vision Co.; New England Television 
Co. and the Massachusetts Broad- 
casting Corp. (WCOP). 

In Detroit, United Detroit Thea- 
tres, Inc. is competing with WJR 
and the Fort Industry Co. (WJBK.). 


Nebraska Breaks Ice 


d Omaha, Dec. 2. 
First televising of a football game 
in Nebraska took place when the 
Univ. of Nebraska Athletic Dept. 
and WOW sent out the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma game. 

It was not a broadcast by radio 
but was a “piped” show only a short 
distance from the field. But it broke 
the ice. Result of the experiment 
was good from a technical stand- 
point. 
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CBS’ Top-Priced Braintrust 


CBS’ program department coin splurge is probably unequalled among 
any of the other networks or among the top agencies along Madison- 
Park avenue in N. Y. There’s a reported $175,000 a year salary nut, 
for example, behind the five-man brain trust comprising veepee Hub- 


bell Robinson, Jr., 
Martin, who masterminds the 
tion team of Cy Howard (“My 
(“Godfrey's Talent Scouts”) 


CBS acknowledges that’s a lot of coin 


Harry Ackerman, 


who joins up next month; Ernie 

Coast comedy shows, and the produc- 
Friend Irma”) and Irving Mansfield 
to channel into one segment of 


operation, particularly since the 175G represents only a part tial break- 


down of programming department costs, 
ef one of the swiftest payoffs in network 


both moderately-budgeted, hitting 


! ronths after 





but the 
annals 
the Top 15 


web is also cognizant 
“Irma” and Godfrey, 


bigtime within three 


bowing in commerc jally. 





Big Sister’ Curbs Neuroticism, 
Cinches Marriage Tie; It Says Here 


By JERRY BAXTER 
Chicago, Dec. 2 

Scientific stamp of approval on 
soap operas as “psychologically bene- 
ficial to listeners” is contained in a 
27-page study of “Big Sister” to be 
issued this week (4) by Social Re- 
search, Inc., of Chicago. Said to be 
one of the first studies of the effects 
of daytime serials on individual lis- 
teners, it was undertaken for CBS | 
last year, following an outburst of | 
anti-soaper beefs. 

Findings, based on psychological | 
and socio-economic studies of 70 | 
women in Chi and Detroit, are that 
“Big Sister” curbs neurotic tenden- 
cies among listeners;. strengthens 
the marriage tie; provides techniques 
for solving emotional and inter-per- 
sonal problems; directs private rev- 
eries and fantasies into socially ap- 
proved channels of action; increases 
women’s sense of security and im- 
portance; and, finally, has a positive, 
adaptive effect on listeners’ person- 
alities. 

Investigators learned that the aver- 

(Continued on page 36) 


CBS Setting Deal 


For Rooney Show: 


Mickey Rooney will probably do 
a dramatic series on CBS starting 
this winter, with the network pro- 
ducing the show and trying to land 
a sponsor for it. The deal is vir- 
tually set, and is likely to be sewed 
up by the end of the week. 

The show will not be the one 
which the William Morris agency has 
been peddling the last year or so 
for the film star, but has been 
worked out» by CBS. The writer- 
producer staff for the series will 
probably be assigned within a few 
days. 

No time spot is-disclosed for the 
Stanza, which will air from Holly- 
wood. 


DOROTHY LEWIS 
DROPPED BY NAB 


Dorothy Lewis, coordinator of 
women's programming actiwities for 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
is being dropped from NAB’s pay- 
roll immediately after the Assn. of | 
Women Broadcasters, femme branch 
of the NAB, holds its convention in 
Washington next Jan. 28-31. NAB 
Spokesmen, while not inclined to 
elaborate on the reasons, 
this on being questioned yesterday 
(Tues.) as to whether, with NAB's 
New York office being closed, Miss 
Lewis would transfer to the asso- 
Clation’s Washington headquarters. 

It was also admitted that Robert 
Coleson, who has been in charge of 
NAB’s Los Angeles office, also being 
closed, likewise is not shifting to 
Washington, But whether he is be- 
ing dropped from NAB entirely was 
not immediately determined. 


Kucera Joins FCB Exit 


John 








Kucera, 


to those of George McGarrett and 
Norman Winters, reported last 
week. 


Kucera is considering three agency | 


Propositions, 


| John 


|& Scott 


| for its 


| she was checking off the show 





| Nesbitt Mulled as Co-op 


Deal is in the works for revival of 
Nesbitt’s “Passing Parade” as 
a co-op offering on the Mutual web. 
Package has been offered the net 
by Feature Productions (Schwimmer 
agency), Chicago, but the 
web hasn't made a final decision. 


Ginny Simms In 
Coke Show Scram 


Coca 


| found 





Cola this. week suddenly 
itself sans a femme vocalist 
Sunday evening CBS show 
when Ginny Simms gave notice that 
and 


| returning immediately to the Coast. 





| 


| 


admitted | 





business manager | 
of the radio department of Foote, | 
Cone & Belding, has resigned. Un- | 
derstood his “departure was related | 


| week, 


Coca Cola tried to persuade Miss 
Simms to stay on at least another 
pending the finding of a suit- 
|}able replacement, with the coke 
| company’s agency, D’Arcy, thrown 
for a last-minute audition loss. How- 
ever. Miss Simms chimed in with a 
definite «nix. 

Checkout of Miss Simms took 
everybody by surprise, particularly 
since the show, on which she’s co- 
featured with the Percy Faith orch., 
has quickly nurtured into one of the 
brightest programming stanzas in 


| Coca Cola’s air career. Only reason 


given by the singer is that she’s 
anxious to go back to the Coast and 
her family. (It’s been a N. Y.- 
originating show simce its inception. ) 

Don Richards, of ‘Finian’s Rain- 
bow,’ goes in as this Sunday’s sub, 
and for the next few weeks show 
will have a gueststar policy.. 


Money Talks 


Fort Wayne, Dec. 2. 


WGL. owned ~by the Farnsworth 
Television and Radio Corp., has 
made arrangements with NBC to 
carry the “Metropolitan Opera Audi- 
tions of the Air,” program to be 
sponsored over ABC network. An- 
other Fort Wayne station, WOWO, 
an ABC affiliate, also will carry it. 

ABC “Auditions” will be spon- 
sored by Farnsworth beginning 





LOTSA GRIPES 
AND CONFLICT: 


| Splurge 
i'grams_ in 
ijmonths has 





of Sunday’ dramatic pro- 
New York in. recent 
created a production 
ijam. It is seriously affecting not 
|only actors, but as a 
|also producers and writers. 
13 dramatic 


There are programs 


méstiy commercials, produced Sun- 
day in New York at present. They | 
include “Theatre Guild of the; 
| Air,” “Ford Theatre,” “Christopher | 
Wells,” “Shadow,” “Counterspy,” a | 
spot on “Harvest of Stars,’ Gabriel 


Heatter’s “Brighter Tomorrow,” 
“Sherlock Holmes,” “Greatest Story 
Ever Told,” “True Detective Mys- 
tery,” “Nick Carter” and 
jing the Unknown.” 
Many 
| the air, 
| involve 


but virtually all of 
dress rehearsal or at least 
major rehearsal conflicts. As a re- 
sult, in all but a few cases, actors 
‘cannot appear on more than one of 


the shows the same day. That is 
|arousing loud yelps from the more 
sought-after players, who would | 


normally be able to play additional | 
programs if they weren't so 
closely bunched. But it’s also giv- 
jing a break to many of the less ac- 
| tive performers, who are now get- 
ting thé calls when the top actors 
| are unavailable. 


As a consequence of the premium | 


on leading players, 
| trying to make their calls further 
land further in advance, so as to get 
the ones they~want. Calls are now 
| being made as much as two weeks 
' ahead, instead of two or three days, 
as formerly. 

| In one instance recently, a pro- 
ducer began calling actors the 
vious Monday for the male lead of 
|his Sunday show. He made 23 calls 
| before he finally got someone on 
Thursday The actor he obtained 
was not, of course, of the same cali- 
bre as the one he’d originally sought, 
|nor was he as suitable for the part. 

But the director was glad to get 
|him, under the circumstances. He 
alibied in 
and sponsor for the _ anticipated 
quality of the performance. 

A secondary result of the produc- 
tion jam-up is that writers are be- 
ing pushed more and more to get 
scripts in far ahead of time. Where 
one week was previously sufficient 
in most cases for the revised draft 
of a_ script, producers are now 
heckling their writers to have the 
material, at least in reasonably fin- 
ished form, in three weeks or more 
in advance. That enables the pro- 
ducer to make his casting calls in 
time to get the actors he wants. 

Naturally, the writers are griping 


producers are 





producers and actors, not’ to men- 


sentatives involved. 


SCRIPTER EXITS ‘BURTON’ 


Martha Alexander bows off the 
writing assignment of “The Second 
Mrs. Burton,” daytime serial on CBS 
for General Foods, effective Dec. 26. 
Her replacement hasn't been set. 





consequence, | 


“Explor- | 


of them conflict directly on | 
them | 


pre- | 


advance .to his agency | 


about the situation, but so are the | 


tion the agency and sponsor repre- | 











This, Too, Is Radio 


Dee. 2 


Chicago, 

Among 
listed by J. 
is an item 
Going To Have 
has a contest angle 
described as unique 
would consist of expectant 
mothers, the idea being for 
mothers and friends to guess in 


program availabilities 
Walter Thompson 
titled “So You're 
A Baby,” which 
that can be 
Contestants 


advance, by mail, the future 

| infant’s sex, weight in ounces, 
| and time of arrival. 

Attending doctor would cor- 

| roborate the facts for a cash 

| payoff to winners. Package, 


twice-a-week 
tagged $6,000. 


Suggested as a 
quarter hour, is 


Chesterfield’ S Deal | 





No Treat to 0G: 


Chesterfield 
i\the Giants games over 
York, for the 1948 sea 
iset last week through Art Flynn As- 
the Newell-Emmett 
agency. Price for the package is re- 
ported to be close to $225,000. 

Pabst, 


games 


will sponsor 
WINS, New 
Deal was 


cigarets 


son 


sociates and 


backrolled all the 
season, had offered to 
1948 if it could split the 


which 
last 
resume for 
bill 


when 


with other account, 
Chesterfield 


a complete 


some 
offered to make 
brewer's propo- 


While the Ches- 


buy the 


sition was dropped. 


Precedent. Making Rise of Two CBS - 


Built Shows Cues Likely Change 
In Future Agency-Net Relations 


+ CBS 


this 
newest 


top brass week took a 
| gander at the Hooperatings, 
| with its revealing lineup of programs 


showing the web's brace of house- 


built commercials, “My one Irma” 
and “Arthur Godf Talent 
| Scouts” berthed in the Top 15 cate- 
gory, and immediately tore into old 








| sell, : 
' the 


records and files is an attempt to find 
a precedent for speedy payoffs. 

The network says there just isn't 
a preeedent for wrapping up a 
coveted Top 15 audience on a pair of 
moderately - budgeted web - built 
Shows within three months after 
they've been launched commercially. 
In fact, they point to the inability to 
find even any package operation 
that can make the same statement. 
(With “Talent Scouts,” “Lux Radio 
Theatre” and “Irma,” all slotted 
back-to-back Monday nights, hitting 
ithe rating jackpot, CBS’ one en- 
[viable night of program parlaying 
has become strictly a walkaway). 

However, there are far more sig- 
nificant overtones, of a decided long- 
range character, concerning the 
Irma,” “Talent Scouts” career, that 
intrigues not only CBS but the trade 
in general. As the networks move 


more and more into the program- 
ming picture, peddling preducis of 


its own and transcending .the role of 
a medium with only circulation to 
it’s considered inevitable that 
whole agency-network relation- 
ship will be drastically alttred. 


In recent years, it’s been the 
|) agency that’s paid the piper and not 
only told him what to play but 


| sharp 
but | 


terfield dicker' was on Foote, Cone | 
|& Belding put in a bid for Rhein- | 
jgold beer. 

| Giants’ tieup with Chesterfield | 


creates an unprecedented situation 
for baseball in the New York mar- 
ket. 
the Brooklyn Dodgers broadcasts 
over WHN, Wew York, will now 
find another cig account competing 
for the same audience whenever the 
Brooklyn and New York teams meet. 


Wilson, GM Set Fifth 
Chi Pro Grid Tieup 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
For the fifth consecutive year, 
Wilson Sporting Goods and Gen- 
eral Mills will co-sponsor the 








for championship of the National 
pro Football League here Sunday, 
| Dec. 21. Harry Wismer will be at 


If ties resut in the East and West 
divisions, the broadcast will be post- 
poned until Dec. 28. 








Jan. 4. 
——_—_ __— 
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Old Gold, which underwrites | 


where he must play it. 

Now along comes CBS and, in 
eontrast to the no-hit score 
among agencies that have gone to 
bat for clients during the past year 
with new shows, the network has 
elicked with two pregrams in the 
$5,000-to-$7,000 a week bracket. And 
with both of them having already 
climbed into the Top 15 bracket, the 


| fact that five years hence they'll still 


be priced under $10,000 is, in the 


/Opinion of many long-range trade ob- 


| 


servers, one of the most irresistible 
talking points anybody’s made in 
commercial radio in a long time. 


ABC on Shopping 
Binge with Morgan 


As of last week. all hopes of a new 
Henry Morgan-Eversharp alliance 
faded, and with the lapse of the Mil- 








ABC | 
broadcast of the East-West playoff | the business of peddling the show 





——— 





ton Biow agency option on the show, 
the ABC network settled down to 


around the agencies. 


Chief factor in the anticipated 


‘the mike, with Red Grange assisting. | 47m’s length attitude of bankrollers 


in latching on to the show is Mor- 
gan’s kidding-the-commercial rou- 
tine. It’s his stock-in-trade, an in- 
tegral part of the Morgan comic pat- 
tern, hence it’s considered a_ cer- 
tainty that Morgan won't yield to 
any sponsor demands to _——— 
straight. 

| If Morgan remains unsold at ite. 
|sharp’s Dec. 24 checkout, ABC will 
| likely sustain him for a while in his 
| half-hour Wednesday slot following 
| Bing Crosby. Meanwhile, the pre- 
Crosby 9:30-10 niche being vacated 
| by Lucky Strike (Jack Paar) goes to 
| Elgin-American’s Groucho «Marx 
| show, currently heard Mondays 





Hoever’s ‘FBI’ Guestshot, 
Relents on Com’l Show Nix 


J. Edgar 
FBI, will 
; “This Is 





Hoover, director of the 
guest on Jerry Devine'’s 
FBI” series Friday 
| night (5) over ABC for Equitable 
| Life. He'll give a “vital message to 
| the American people.” 

It'll be the FBI chief's first appear- 
ance on a commercial dramatic show, 
haying. previously rejected such 
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WMC, WREC Face Unfair’ Charges 
In Freedom Train's Memphis Furore 


Memphis, Dec. 2 

Charges of unfairness will be filed 
ageinst WMC and WREC, local NBC 
and CBS outlets, respectively, by 
Memphis AVC chapter as the out- 
growth of furore over the Freedom 
Train, according to AVC chairman 
Barney B. Taylor. 

Taylor, World War II hero decor- 
ated with the DSC, and _ twice- 
wounded Purple Heart wearer, said 
he will make the charges with the 
FCC as a result of the two stations’ 
failure to allow equal time for an- 
swering Mayor Pleasant’s radio 
speech regarding the cancellation of 
the Memphis date by the Freedom 
Train in a dispute over segregation 
of races. 

Mayor Pleasant had included AVC 
and Taylor particularly’ in his 12- 
minute radio talk, broadcast free of 
cost over six local stations, attacking 
critics of the city’s official stand that 
led to loss of the Freedom Train 
visit. AVC sought equal time for 
Taylor to answer, but WMC and 
WREC managements said they would 
allot time equal only to that in 
which Taylor and AVC were dis- 
cussed, three minutes in case of 
WMC, five for WREC. 

“We contend that the Mayor’s in- 
*flamatory remarks needed to be an- 
swered in whole, not just in part, 
and we demand as much time as he 
was given in order to make the an- 
swer,” Taylor declared. “Four sta- 
tions, WHHM, WMPS, WDIA and 
WHBQ, consented to our request 
and we are given time equal to 
that of Mayor Pleasants’ on all four. 

“WREC and WMC chose to think 
that some of the time would have to 
be zaved for any others who might 
also want to reply, although AVC 
was the only organization seeking 
radio time for that purpose. We felt 
that three minutes and five minutes 
were insufficient. So the AVC chap- 
ter here is filing a complaint with 
the FCC by letter against the unfair 
unethical and unreasonable stand 
taken by thes two stations. I am 
writing personally to every member 
of the FCC to lay the complaint be- 
fore them.” 

Taylor pointed out that all FCC 
members are also members of the 
American Heritage Foundation, 
sponsor of the Freedom Train, and 
as such took part in setting up the 
rules for its tour which brought the 
train into conflict with Memphis of- 
ficial insistence upon separate hours 
for visiting by races. 





-Pharmaco Unhappy With 


Backus, ‘Song of Stranger’ 
Ratings; Dropping Both 


The two-way sag of Pharmaco’s 
three-way deal in Mutual shows has 
the sponsor shopping for something 
better. The Jim Backus Show and 
“Song of the Stranger” are headed 
for fadeouts, charged up to their 
failure to pick off satisfactory 
ratings. Both have been slipping 
steadily toward Hooper’s cellar. 

Of Pharmaco’s three Mutual buys 
for the current season, only “Charlie 
Chan” looks firm, being at the mo- 
ment the web's top Hooperated 
airer. 

It’s believed the Feen-a-mint out- 
fit will retain the Backus Sunday 
night and “Stranger’s” Monday- 
Wednesday-Friday afternoon time 
slots if the agency can come up with 
more promising stanzas. Agency for 
the trio of Pharmaco shows is Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 


BURROWS MOVES UP 
AS LISTERINE PAYS 


Abe Burrows, currently heard in 
the 10:30-10:45 Saturday night seg- 
ment on CBS, moves into the Satur- 
day 7:45-8 p.m. period when Lister- 
ine starts picking up the tab on the 
15-minute airer after the first of the 
year. 

Burrows will be showcased back- 
to-back with Hoagy Carmichael, 
whose Sunday afternoon quarter- 
hour sustainer will be moved into 
the 7:30 Saturday niche. 

Meanwhile, there’s a_ possibility 





Adhat “It Pays to be Ignorant” will be 


co-oped by CBS in the Saturday 7- 
7:30 period, preceding the Burrows- 
Carmichael shows. Philip Morris is 
giving up sponsorship of “Ignorant,” 
having bought the new Dinah Shore- 
Harry James musical show. 
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Reams (WTOL) For Gov. 


Toledo, Dec. 2. 

Frazier Reams, Toledo, principal 
owner of WTOL, has announced his 
candidacy for the Democratic nomi- 
nation for governor at next year’s 
May primary. 

He is a former state welfare direc- 
tor, and served two terms as Lucas 
County prosecutor. 


Metro Eyeing 
KLAC Coast Buy 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Metro’s Leo may soon be roarinz 
over the Coast airways. There's a 
deal in the works whereby the stu- 
dio would take over Dorothy Thack- 
rey’s KLAC, a situation that would 
duplicate Warners’ operation of 
KFWB and Loew’s WHN, New York. 
Leo’s paw has been extended in this 
direction for some time though al- 
ways pushed away until now when 
it’s admitted that both sides are 
eager but disagreeing on price. 

Howard Stark, rep of a _ station 
brokering house, has been here a 
week on an intensive investigation 
of the local radio scene, with par- 
ticular attention being given KLAC’s 
reputation and position, though deal 
is being worked on top level between 





reys in the east. Thackreys want to 
unload all radio and seek $1,000,000 
for KLAC and its sister station, KYA, 
San Francisco. If sold separately, the 
Thackreys want $700,000 and $500,- 
000, and Leo wants to spend only 
$900,000 for the twain. Actually, 
however, Metro doesn’t want KYA 
at all but would take it and possibly 
re-peddle it later to get the long- 
desired Hollywood outlet. KLAC cost 
Thackreys close to $500,000 and KYA 
cost $325,000. It’s possible also, pend- 
ing FCC approval, that the Thack- 
rey’s two video permits would be 
included in the deal, though actually 
involving no physical assets to date 
and being only on paper and in 
minds. 


Teapot Tempest in Cleve. 
Twixt Scribes, B’casters 
Over Sports Releases 


Cleveland, Dec. 2. 

Misunderstanding threatened to 
touch off an editorial war between 
the city’s sportswriters and radio 
news and sportscasters, 

It broke out when Cleveland’s 
baseball president Bill Veeck issued 
a hold-for-midnight release on the 
announcement that Lou Boudreau 
had signed a two-year contract. Mid- 
night release came around 5 p.m., 
when al] newsmen knew that Bou- 
dreau’s return to town that day 
meant a contract was to be inked, 
and consequently they rebelled. 

First release break came around 
8 p.m. with all stations then pitching 
in on the 11 - 11:15 news-sport period 
to give all details. 

To iron out difficulties Veeck met 
amicably with Tom Manning, Ed 
Wallace,, WTAM; Van _ Patrick, 
Charles Day, Jim Martin, WGAR: 
Jake Hines, Bob Godley, WHK: Gor- 
don Cobbledick, Plain Dealer: Ed 
McAurley, News; Frank Gibbons, 
Press, the UP and INS, and a re- 
lease-compromise for all sports was 
set up with 11 p.m. for all a.m. re- 
leases and 6 a.m. for all p.m. re- 
leases. Radio wanted 7 p.m. as re- 
lease for morning side but Veeck 
and Cobbledick were adamant, fa- 
voring midnight and then agreeing 
to the 11 o’clock hour. 


Beryl Davis ‘Hit Parade’ 
Pact Vice Doris Day 


Lucky Strike means finer con- 
tracts, as far as British chirper Beryl 
Davis is concerned. After getting a 
good U.S. buildup via guestshots on 
Vaughn Monroe’s Camel show during 
the last several months, Miss Davis 
celebrated Thanksgiving by inking a 
deal to take over Doris Day's spot 
on “Hit Parade.” ; 

English thrush, who made her 
American air debut less than 12 











| 





!months ago in a “Beryl by Candle- 


light” sustainer on ABC, got the nod 
for the Lucky Strike stanza after 
Kitty Kallen had nixed the spot be- 
cause she wanted to stay in the east. 
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Bert Lebhar, of WHN, and Thack- | 
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D’ARTEGA 


Between high-pressure recor th 
and transcription dates, D’Artega 
“shuffles off to Buffalo” to conduct 
the Buffalo Philharmonic Symphony 
Orchestra in a special request pro- 
gram (Dee. 5th). 

Returning to New York his imme- 
diate. chore will be to satisfy the 
ravenous appetites of Lang-Worth 
affiliates for “more D’Artega!” 
LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


Stern, Bulletin 
Deal Gets FCC OK 


Washington, Dec. 2. 


The FCC, by a four-to-two vote 
yesterday (1), okayed without hear- 
ing one of the largest and most coin- 
plicated package radio station sales 
in history. 

Deal involved the transfer of 
WCAU and FM affiliate from J. 
David Stern to the Philadelphia Eve- 
ning Bulletin, and twin sales by the 
Bulletin of its station WPEN plus 
FM affiliate to the Sun-Ray Drug Co. 
(when the Bulletin contracted to buy 
the prize clear-channel outlet WCAU, 
it had to divest itself of WPEN to 
meet the FCC ban on dual owner- 
ship). Commissioners Clifford J. 
Durr and Robert F. Jones voted for 
hearing on the deals. 


Sales ticket on WPEN and WPEN- 
FM was pegged at approximately 
$800,000 although this figure may 
vary as much as $25,000 either way 
in the final settlement. Sun-Ray will 
follow through on policies now in 
effect at the Bulletin station. Exact 
figure involved in the Bulletin-Stern 
transaction is less easy to gauge. 


In the contract, the Bulletin agreed 
to pay Stern $4,500,000 for WCAU, 
WCAU-FM and his two Camden 
newspapers. Stripped price for the 
radio properties was. given as $2,900,- 
000, although Stern agreed to sell 
only if his newspaper and radio 
holdings were transferred in the 
same package. 


In 4 separate deal, the Bulletin last 
winter bought the newspaper facili- 
ties of Stern’s Philadelphia Record 
Co. for $3,400,000. Other debts and 
contracts to be assumed by the Bul- 
letin run the total sales ticket on the 
entire package to between $8,000,000 
and $10,000,000. The Bulletin kept 
WPEN-FM and WPEN-TV and 
turned over to Sun-Ray, WCAU-FM. 
To keep the record straight, station 
calls were switched, of course. 


Elfert’s Program Spot 


Sam Elfert, publicity director at 
WLIB, N.Y., for the past year, was 
appointed program director of the 
station Monday (1) by Mrs. Dorothy 
Thackrey, station owner. Elfert re- 
places Don Martin, who left to free- 
lance. 


Elfert will also supervise station’s 
publicity, with Mary Gruber acting 
as his assistant in both connections. 


- 














Radio’s 
Jo Ranson 
Tells About 
*‘Famous Air Fluffs’’ 
in 
9 
VARIETY § 
forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


NAB prexy Justin Miller gives the Radio Execs Club the latest word on 
the code today neen (Wed)... .Curtis J. Hoxter prepping a radio column 
for the Newhouse Syndicate, for which Dell Chandler used to write..., 
Young & Rubicam has picked up Patsy Campbell's option on “Second Mrs, 
Burton”. ...Freelance writers Margot Gayle and Dena Reed have a piece 
on “Dramatic Lessons for Your Child” in the Jan. Reader's Digest.... 
Busiest-man-of-the-week title claimed by Mason Adams, who plays the 
title role in five-a-week “Pepper Young.” Last night (Tues.) he had a 
character part of Harry the Hack in “Big Town.” To round out the week 
he'll do leads in “Grand Central Station” Saturday (6), “Ford Theatre” 
Sunday and “Inner Sanctum” next Monday....NBC exec veepee Frank 
Mullen on a swing to Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Louis... .Daughter, their 
fourth child, born to Mr. and Mrs. Wells (Ted) Church on Thanksgiving 
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Day. He's director of CBS news broadcasts....Don Martin, program 
director of WLIB. has checked out in order to (1) direct some children’s 
albums for Tiffany Productions; (2) finish a book on Paul Whiteman; (3) 
work on a television show....Michael O’Donnell, formerly with the NBC 


Music Library, named head of WINS’ music library....Nan Coburn, assist- 
ant publicity director at WHN for two years, resigned Nov. 29. Doctors 
ordered temporary retirement. 

Mary Alice Thompson, formerly a secretary in the radio department of 
Young & Rubicam, has joined Warwick & Legler as secretary to Samuel 
Youngheart, vice-president and account executive....Sherwood and Al 
Schwartz, formerly with the Ozzie & Harriet show, will write the new 
Danny Thomas series for“General Foods....James O’Neill, of the “We, 
the People” writing staff, out of action with the flu....Leonard Holton, 
who wrote the “Arthur’s Place” series for Borden and was previously an 
exec with Young & Rubicam for several years? is one of the writers of 
the “Blondie” series ; . . Sigurd Larmon, prez and board chairman of 
Young & Rubicam, was in Washington last week for huddles with 
Charles Luckman and a group of senators and congressmen on the sub- 
ject of food conservation. Understood he returned with ideas for policy 
for General Foods, one of the agency’s major clients. 


Mutual veepee Abe Schechter on a 10-day swing through the very deep 
south....Martin Block in Monday (1) from Encino, Cal., and originating 
his Mutual disk jockey stint this week and next via WNEW....Henry 
Morgenthau III breaking into radio at WNEW, dividing his time between 
the program dept. and publicity....Riki Englander, radio director for Red 
Cross, UJA and other drives, and Hal Kosut wed Thanksgiving eve. After 
a brief New England honeymoon they'll settle in. Torrington, Conn., where 
the groom will be associated with WLCR, skedded for a December opening 
...-Irving Gitlin, assistant to CBS science director John Pfeiffer, assigned 
to do research for CBS’ “School of the Air” programs. Succeeds Miss 
Charlotte Brown, who's going to New Mexico for her health....E. P. H. 
“Jimmy” James, Mutual ad-promotion-research v.p., hopped to Pittsburgh 
to address an ad club-radio club get-together yesterday (Tues.)....Molly 
Ballantyne, Neil Fitzgerald and Marjorie Maud into “Our Gal. Sunday” 
cast. Teresa Keane added by “Stella Dallas”....Florence Warner has 
resigned from Biow agency publicity dept. Undergoes serious operation 
in Des Moines. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... ° 


Paul Franklin withdrew as director of Steve Slesinger’s Zane Gray show 
because of the time conflict with the other Slesinger program, “Red Ryder,” 
which he also produces and which airs on the same day over Don Lee- 
Mutual.... Producer Bob Redd and Jim McFadden of the McKee-Albright 
agency are experimenting with a new character for Jack Carson that 
would make him more sympathetic and less cocky. Several new ap- 
proaches will be tried and Carson is all for the change... .Frank Cooper 
has BBD&O interested in his new game program, “Holiday at Home”.... 
ABC's Ed Noble and Robert Hinckley due in this week’ from Frisco for 
three-day session with Don Searle and his cabinet....Carleton Alsop 
chalked up his cue-flipping finger for fourth platter in the Joseph Cotten 
transcription series, Packaging the dramatics with Cotten is Stuart 
Ludlum, onetime ad agency exec. Alsop will have the aid of Frances 
Purcell, late of the Kudner agency, in the production of subsequent disks 
.,..Pasadéna’s' “rad? die-harder, the Star-News, finally yielded to the 
pressure of its opposition, the Independent, which goes daily after first of 
the year, and assigned Charles D. Perlee to do a daily radio column. Bill 
Bird of the Independent has had things his own way for a good many 
years and recent poll conducted by his sheet disclosed that the radio de- 
partment is favored above all others in the tab....Fresh approach to air- 
dramatics has been devised for Mickey Rooney, who goes under the needle 
at CBS within the next two weeks. Net may showcase it as a sustainer 
until a buyer comes along....Andy Hecht, Coast rep for Reader's Digest, 
has a book on the stands with a chapter on radio memorabilia. Tome is 
called “Hollywood Merry-Go-Round” with an intro by Bob Hope. 

Gene Autry denies he’s associated with Ralph Atlass in his buy into 
three stations and also spiked reports he and Atlass are dickering for 
Dorothy Thackerey’s KLAC, which is said to be on the block....Lou 
Place, Coast head of Russel Seeds, made a quickie flight to Chicago for 
problem session with Freeman Keyes... . Jack Benny helps kick off March 
of Dimes drjve in Colorado early next month and originates his 
broadcast of 18th from the Mile High capitol... After hearing Metro’s col- 
oratura find, Mary Jane Smith (she’s 15), at the Elgin rehearsal, Gordon 
Howard, ad chief for the watch firm, ordered her fee for the Thanksgiving 
Day broadcast doubled. --.»Don Searle is having more fun denying reports 
that he’s quitting his veepee post with ABC while supervising furnishing 
his new office in a revamped rotisserie a block away from his present NBC 
quarters....Murray Bolen takes 6ver production reins of “Club 15” from 
Cal Kuhl, who is back at Thompsons. Bolen also has permish to do the 
Bob Burns open-enders....Brad Brown named to produce Zane Gray show 
on Mutual....Ted Husing coming out to call the plays in the USC-Notre 
Dame game for those who refuse to pay a hundred bucks for a pair of 20- 


yarders....Lewis Allen Weiss beat the pneumonia rap and heads east next 
week for Mutual board meet. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Al Morey, of WBBM’s production dept., has been named special program 
development director, attached to sales....Mrs. Don McNeill and three 
sons will make their annual Yuletide visit to “Breakfast Club” Dec. 19.... 
Dwight B. Olson took over as chief announcer of WGIL, Galesbuxg, II]., Jast 
week... .Joseph Lohman, of the U. of Chicago, is set as moderator of 
WIND's “Forum of the Air,” which bows Dec. 14..,.NBC news ed Jim 
Aldrich bedded by a stomach ailment.. Linn Burton dubbed “Chief of 
the Airways by Ottawa Indians... Biggies on hand for the tee-off of tele 
station WTMJ-TV. Milwaukee, Wednesday (3) include NBC’s Niles Tram- 
mell and David Sarnoff....Ted Malone here for the 4-H Congress.... 
Jack Owens is skedded to do his “cruising crooning” on the stage of the 
Oriental late this month... .Scripter Gary Miller back at his typewriter 
after basking in Florida three weeks... .Karl Sutphin, ABC promotion 
chief, plugging the “Groucho Marx Show” by passing out long black cigars 
with the time and station on the label... .Jim Campbell has bought himself 
a farm near LaPorte, Ind., for week-end assaults on the soil....Alex 
Dreier banqueted NBC's press staff last week by way of paying off a bet. 
Commentatcr bad bet the fiacks he couid reduce to 200 pounds in four 
months. re -Marie Gunderson leaves Mutual this week for wedding bells on 
the Coast. She'll wed Bob McKinlay of Elsinore... . Tiff betweén columnist 
Dale Harrison and disk jock Dave Garroway isn’t the usual fake feud for 
publicity purposes. Their needles are tossed in earnest. 
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¥ Industry's 100G Fight-Petrillo Fund 


The industry, prepping for a last-ditch fight with James C. Petrillo, 
boss of the American Federation of Musicians, is reported to be ear- 
marking a $100,000 budget for the scrap. The fund, principally, is to 
hire a general counsel to represent the entire industry and to buy the 
services of a top public relations man to do the flacking. 

It's reported that Ed Kirby, former NAB public relations man, has 
put in a bid for the flack post and in some quarters the name of Steve 
Hannegan, who was once offered a flacking job on behalf of Petrillo, 


has been prominently projected. 


Best guess in N. Y. industry circles is that one of the larger public 
relations outfits, with outlets in several cities, will get the nod. 














Petrillo About-Face on Co-ops 
Portends a Get-Tough Showdown 


James C. Petrillo’s sudden about-* 


face last week in revoking a six-year 
ban on live music on network co-op 
shows is looked upon in the trade 
as both an enforced concession and 
an eminous portent. It’s felt to be 
a concession by the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians boss in the hope 
of winning concessions for the union 
in contract negotiations—which re- 
sume next Monday (8) in Chicago. 
And it’s felt to portend a complete 
shutdown on the webs next Jan. 31 
if Petrillo fails to win the conces- 
sions he seeks. 


Meanwhile, 
Petrillo action 


the nets hailed the 
as erasing an in- 


equitable situation which permitted | 


transcription packagers to sel]l their 
shews, with live music, locally while 
the webs could not. ABC, CBS and 
Mutual immediately made prepara- 
tiens to yank vocal groups from their 
co-eps and install orchestras. It 
looked. as though, all told, some 200 
musicians would get employment 
denied them under the AFM ban. 








Donald 0’Connor Show 
Being Mulled by Schenley 


Deal is in the works for Schenley 
to sponsor a comedy series starring 
Denald O’Connor. Negotiations have 
been in progress a week or more be- 
tween the the Biow agency, which 
has the Schenley account, and the 
Sam Jaffe office, representing the 
film. comic. 

So far, no time slot has been lined 
up for the series. Schenley recently 
relinquished its Thursday night spot 
on CBS, at the same time that it 
dropped the “Suspense” series. 

The O'Connor program would 
originate on the Coast. 





Industry Groups 


>MAN SCRAP SHAPES: 








‘AUMOR REPORTS 
AK FOG MEMBER 





Washington, Dec. 2. 

What looks to be a_ king-sized 
fight to the finish is shaping up here 
between FCC Commissioner Clifford 
J. Durr and FBI chief J. Edgar 
Hoover. At issue is FBI’s practice of 
forwarding to the radio agency un- 
solicited reports on radio station bid- 
ders, described by Durr in a strong- 
ly-worded statement yesterday (1) 
as frequently no more than “unsub- 
stantiated gossip or rumor, of non- 
expert personal opinions on political, 
| economic, or social philosophies.” 

The FCC commissioner maintained 
that this info, “coming as it does 
from a police bureau of such prestige 
and power,” may wrongly affect the 
judgments which FCC members 
ijmust make on the qualifications of 
| applicants to become radio licensees. 


Two other members of the FCC 
bench jumped to the FBI's defense. 
|In a letter to the No. 1 G-Man yes- 
lterday (1), acting FCC Chairman 
|Paul A. Walker expressed “con- 
| fidence” in the FBI, invited Hoover | 
ito continue shipping over “relevant” 
|information on persons in radio and 
| emphasized that Durr's criticism was 
| made “on his own personal respon- 
| sibility.” The letter, written “by di- 
|rection of the Commission,” also 
|disavoweGc any responsibility for 
|Durr’s first blast at the FBI made 
during a speech to school broad- 
casters in Chicago last month. 

Commissioner Robert F. Jones in- 
jected himself into the fight Mon- 
day night (1) by issuing a seven- 
page statement in which he said in 


The Wrong Dial 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

WPEN’s new auction show, 
“Going, Going, Gone,” includes 
an automobile auctioned off to 
the highest bidder. While the 
program was on the air, for the 
sponsor, Leonard*Derringer, Inc., 
a rival dealer down the street 
was showing a used car to a 
prospect. 


As a sales clincher, the used 
car dealer pointed out that the 
accessories in the car were in 
tiptop shape. To demonstrate, he 
turned on the heater. Then he 
switched on the radio. Out of the 
radio came the voice of Roy La- 
Plante, the Derringer program’s 
auctioneer, “Knocking down” 
the same kind of éar. And the 
air bid was $200 less. 

So the prospect strolled down 
the street and bought a car at 
Derringer’s. 


BMB Still Looking 
For That Aspirm 
As Woes Pile Up 


The calm expected to spread over 











ABC talked of adding a pop musical 


effect that Durr needn’t point the 
finger at the FBI because the FCC 


troubled Broadcast Measurement 





Bureau waters in the wake of four- 


show to the list. 

It was a short heyday for the 
a-cappella boys, who've got to hunt 
jobs again. 

Petrillo’s order, which went out 
last Wednesday (26), was effective 
immediately and holds until exist- 
ing network contracts expire Jan. 31, 
is believed to have been prompted 
by realization on the part of the 
union that Dan Golenpaul, producer 
of “Information Please,” had a strong 
case in his complaint to the National 
Labor Relations Board against the 
Petrillo ban. Golenpaul charged 
that the ban violated the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act, was restrictive in its effect 
and, if carried to its logical con- 
clusion, ought to apply not just to 
co-ops, but to all network shows. 

Await Chi Huddle 


With a showdown in network 
negotiations in the offing and a trial 
in Federal court on charges of Lea 
Act violation facing him, Petrillo, 
it’s figured, saw a chance to- side- 


For Hub Symph 


James C. Petrillo’s reversal on 
co-op programming, which now per- 
mits use of live musicians, is ex- 
pec to pave the way for the first 
coast-to-caast longhaired musical on 
& co-op basis. 

ABC network has under serious 
consideration the launching of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra as a 
CO-op sponsored 60-minute show. 
Symph is now heard on a sustaining 
basis on Tuesday evenings, brack- 
eted with “Tewn Meeting of the 
Air,” which is also being sold on a 
cO-op basis. 

Boston Symph in previous years 
had been bankrolled nationally for 
Several seasons by ADis-Chalmers 
and last year by John Hancock In- 
surance Co. 

ABC is convinced the orch’s $10,- 
000 weekly talent nut can more than 
Pay off via the co-op formula. 


Kirby Back in Uniform 

Col. Edward M. Kirby is back in 
uniform—but just for 30 days. He 
Was recalled to make a siudy of 
developments in radio cemmunica- 
tions in the two years since he left 
the Army. 

Meantime, his new radio station in 
Nashyv"«, WMAK, is still under con- 
struction. 











Pick Froatmen In 
Petrillo Showdown 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Battle lines of the anti-Petrillo 
forces began to take shape today 
(Tues.) with announcement by the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters of 
the membership of the executive 
commitiee and two subcommittees 
of the recently formed All-Industry 
Music Committee. At the same time 
it was disclosed, that. one of the 
subcommittees, on public relations, 
was meeting in New York today 
and that the second subcommittee, 
on legal phases of the fight, would 
meet tomorrow (Wed.). Both would 
elect chairmen at these huddles, it 
was said. 


Fach industry within the all-in- 


dustry group named a rep to the | 


executive committee and to each 
of the two subcommittees. 
Members of the exec committee: 
A. D. (Jess) Willard, of NAB, fly- 
wheel of the anti-Petrillo mobiliza- 
tion: Frank E. Mullen of NBC, for 
the networks; Edward Wallerstein 
of Columbia Recording, for the 
record companies; Raymond Cos- 
grove of the Radio Manufacturers 
Assn., for set manufacturers; Rich- 
ard Testut, Associated Program 
Service, Inc., for transcription com- 
panies; Everett L. Dillard of the FM 
Assn., for FM interests, and Emer- 
son Markham of General Electric’s 
WRGRB, for the Television Broad- 
easters Assn. NAB’s Richard Doherty 
vill serve as secretary of the group. 
No meeting has been held, or has 


(Continued on page 32) 


Duluth Dathes Drop 
Radio Listings; Want 
Regular Ady. Rates 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Duluth Herald and News-Tribune, 
Ridder newspapers at head of the 
Lakes, have refused to publish radio 
time schedules any longer as a pub- 
lic service. It was reported news- 
papers demand full advertising rates 
for space occupied by programs. 

First day of new policy it carried 
only programs of WDSM, station 
owned and operated by the news- 
papers. Newspaper operators said 
WDSM had contracted to pay for 
programs at regular rates. Three 
other stations affected by policy 
-have, not yet fallen into line. 





itself passes certain information | 


along to other government agencies. 7 ; i ; : 
As far as the FBI is concerned, | 28° Financially, a crisis still exists. 


Jones declared he firmly believed | Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak, who 
the bureau “has not only the right | wanted a network 


network signaturing hasn’t come to 





furnishing to the FCC information | 


“ : ‘ : : i as it—has 
it receives in the course of its in- | * t . 


well as web execs on 


‘Qualified’ Testimeny Needed }a networks-only group. 
The Durr statement made much of | 


| care for the BMB plan as it stands. 


investigations,” is likely »to come - 
across information “of real value to | BMB. board chairman Harold J. 
‘the Commission,” but added that | Ryan, of Toledo, was in N. Y. yester- 
| the 
lon the basis of public testimony | mittee dinner meeting of the bureau 
i “presented under oath by qualified } scheduled last night, but could not 
witnesses,” with the party against | be reached for comment on the de- 
'whom such testimony is offered Velopments. It’s believed Ryan had 
‘given the right of full cross-exam- | ¢xpected to name a network com- 
ination. mittee composed of prexies of the 
Durr continued: “It would be | four webs and that disinclination of 
‘wholly improper for FCC to base | Kobak and Stanton to participate 
decision on ‘information’ not con- | Would form the major topic of dis- 
(Continued on page 32) cussion in the exec committee huddle. 


Meanwhile industry sentiment ap- 
pears to be growing that basically 
MAURICE GORHAM IN 
SUDDEN BBC EXIT 


BMB’s fault lies in the composition 
London, Dec. 2. 


of its Board—that the management 
needs strengthening by inclusion on 
the board of hard-hitting business 
men. 
Maurice Gorham, BBC executive 

for 21 years and head of television 
for the last two years, quit abruptly 
yesterday (Mon.). He refused to 


Shampoo’s $1,000,000 
discuss ‘the matter with Vans! — Local-Slanted Budgets 
arose from administrative changes To Sell the N ew Look’ 


in BBC, in which Gorham found 
himself answerable to the newly 











FCC must rule on applications | day (Tues.) for an executive com- | 


Chi News Strike — 


Radio Editorializing In for Tough 
Industry-Wide Going Over at N.Y. Sesh 


+ The whole question of. editorializ- 
ing On radio will get a comprehen- 
sive going over at a conference to be 
staged in New York under auspices 
of the Burexu of Applied Social Re- 
search of Columbia Univ., it’s been 
learned. The session will be attended 
by members of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, key figures in 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
top educators of the nation, leading 
broadcasters and top-shelf leader- 
ship from the various segments af- 
fected by the Mayflower editorializ- 
ing decree. 

The meeting was originally.sched- 
uled for next week as a prelude te 
the long-heralded and comprehen- 
sive Washington hearing to review 
the .FCC’s ban on editorializing by 





station licensees, but was postponed 
this week following announcement 
that the D.C. hearings may not start 
on the scheduled Jan. 12 date be- 
cause the FCC bench wants time to 
get the clear channel oral argument 
out of the way by Jan. 19. 

The Manhattan conference, simi- 
lar to one staged under the same 
auspices at the Commodore hetel, 
N. Y., a couple years back when the 
Blue Beok was the dominant indus- 
try issue, is being arranged by Br. 
Paul S. Lazarsfeld, of Columbia. 

Meanwhile both the FCC and the 
NAB have started the machinery 
rolling to prepare for the Washing- 
ton hearings. 

Widespread Invites 

FCC general counsel Benedict Cat- 
tone, who is handling the Mayflower 
hearing, last week dispatched invita- 
tions to some 85 organizations and 
individuals to participate in the D.C. 
sessions. Those not able to appear in 
person were urged to submit their 
views in writing. 

At the same time, in response to a 





the fact that FBI, in its “far-flung | St@nton has indicated he does not | 


request from NAB general counsel 


committee Don Petty, the Commission pushed 
but the duty and responsibility of | named—but with station managers | Up from Dee. 1 to Dec. 15 the dead- 
| line for filing notices of appearances, 
: : : +} NAB has over a score of witnesses 
vestigations.” | bolted BMB's projected formation of | jine wp with more to come and asked 
It’s under- | for the additional time to coordinate 

| stood, also, that CBS prexy Frank | an “industry-wide” showing. 


The FCC letter declared: “In the 
(Continued on page 32) 





Gift to Stations 


oe 
Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Rush of retail stores to radio be- 
gan here last week, following print- 
ers walkout at six dailies. Power 
stations with limited availabilities 
generally gave preference to present 
sponsors, while indies took. care ef 
Johnny-come-latelies. New shows 
supplement black and white, since 
sheets are running ads if clients pre- 
fare their own_plates. Shows also are 
insurance in case of a complete press 
shutdown. 

Station skeds are bristling with 
news, including additional programs 
and news spots on regular shows. 
Heaviest new lineup is offered by 
WIND, indie, which hired five extra 
newswriters. Four dailies, which pre- 
viously sponsored 29 newscasts across 





formed cabinet of five, instead of 
solely to Sir. William Haley. 

Norman Collins, director of light 
entertainment programs, succeeds 
Gorham. 





Paul Whiteman 
harks beck te 
**W hen Radio 
Was Young’’ 
: ae 
@ feature in 
VARIETY 's 
42d Anniversary Number 


Due Shertly 

















Shampoo manufacturers, now tak- | the board, are continuing on that 
ing a beating in the competitive | basis under joint sporsorship. Ulmer 
/market, are planning to boost their | Turner, radio ed of the Sun, is doing 
|sales via intensified local radio spot | 10 WJJD néwscasts daily from his 
campaigns, to the almost total ex- | desk. ’ 
clusion of network shows. ' Sheets, meanwhile, publish with- 
Switch in plugging will be based , Ut interruption in varitype photo- 
on the idea of selling a new “lustre engraved form. Odd part of the 
look” for femmes’ tresses to tie in whole deal is that. although printers 
with the “new look” in long skirts #ven't printing, Chicagozns are be- 
and sagging hemlines. Among the ing bombarded with more news than 
first to air the new ad-policy in the at any time since D-Day. 
shampoo business is Roche, Wil- | 


Ravee Crome stampoo °"""™* CBS AUDITIONING 
Outfit’s prexy R. A. Porter an- AMSTERDAM COMEDY 


nounced that 75% of the 1948 radio | 

budget, estimated at about $1,000,000;! CBS is auditioning a new half- 

will be swung into local spots, with | hour comedy show built around 

new network time not planned for | Morey Amsterdam. Irving Mans- 

1948. Pitch will be made in singing | field, producer of CBS’ “Arthur Ged- 

commercials and local 15-minute and | frey’s Talent Scouts,” will produce 

half-hour shows with strong femme | and direct. 

appeal. | Amsterdam is‘currently on WHN, 
In addition to the radio campaign, | the Loew-owned N.Y. indie and is 


four-color half-page and full-page | also a member of the WOR “Stop Me 








mags. panel. 


ads will run in 15 tep-circulation | If You Heard This” comedy show, 
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Nielsen Publicizes 
Top 20’ to Knock 


A. C. Nielsen, the Chicago audi- 
meter man, rolled out his ponder- 
ous research guns yesterday (Tues.) 
and let fire the most savage barrage 
yet against his much-more-publi- 
cized rival, C. E. Hooper. Officially 
releasing, for the first time, the “Top 
20” network programs, both day and 
night, as measured by the Nielsen 








Radio Index system, Nielsen turned 
loose a volley of salvos aimed at} 
knocking Hooper's coincidental-tele- | 
phore setup for a loop. 

In effect, it was the opening blast | 
in what promises to be an all-out 
slugfest for supremacy in the rating 
field, with CBS’ newly announced 
Yadar listener measurement jump- | 
ing in the ring just in time to be-| 
come involved in the fray. Nielsen, | 
probably with a weather eye on the | 


Jatecomer as a decided threat to his | PEEEEEEEESEEFEEEFEEEEEFEH FHFEHS 


audimeter system, chose to center all 
his fire on his old foe, and declared | 
in sum: 


That the radio industry has gotten 
along long enough on a one-rating 
system; that the NRI “Total Audi- 
ence” rating, “unlike the coinciden- | 
tal-phone rating, . . . does not dis- 
criminate against radio as an adver- 
tising “medium”; that NRI measures 
“the full impact of a program, 
network, a station, or the entire 
medium,” whereas Hooperating “can 
represent less than 20% of the 
country’s radio homes;’ that pro- | 
jectible ratings (which Hooper pro- 
poses to start issuing soon) are 
available via NRI but “are utterly 
impossible with other audience re- 
search methods because of their | 
limitation to large cities ahd tele- 
phone homes.” 

In releasing his Top 20 lists—just 
two weeks after CBS, a Nielsen sub- 
scriber, took it upon itself to give 
the press an earlier NRI top 20— 
Nielsen didn’t promise to continue 
releasing such tabulations. It de- 
pended, he said high-mindedly, on 
how the press treats the tabulations 
and whether the industry “shows a 
willingness to accept and use” the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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White House Aspirants 
Eye Closely Effect Of 
Stassen Polit. Platter 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

Over 150 stations throughout the 
country have already replied to a 
query from indie radio producer Ed 
Hart & Associates on their willing- 
ness to air gratis two recorded in- 
terviews featuring the views of GOP 
presidential candidate Harold Stas- 
sen on top-level domestic issues. 

This is heavy response on a sam- 
ple query which went out to 400 sta- 
tions over the Nov. 23 weekend and, 
@s a result, some of the other politi- 
cal aspirants in both the Demo and 
GOP’ ranks are eyeing the Stassen 
radio campaign closely. So far as is 
known, it is the first time a White 
House candidaf€ has used the tech- 
nique of free recordings to reach a 
nationwide radio audience. 


lf the favorable response contin- 
ues, Stassen backers said they might 
ship out a second platter giving 
their candidate’s views on foreign 
policy. One of the original platters 
scores an “exclusive” in airing for 
the first time the Minnesotan’s nine- 
point “anti-inflation” program. Con- 
trary to an intimation in Variery 
Jast week, the Stassen stanzas are 
not, in any case, available for com- 
mercial sponsorship, 


Father Peyton’s Yule Show 





Biggest all-star Christmas show 
outside Elgin’s two-hour Yule 
splurge is being wrapped up by 


Father Patrick Peyton, creator of 
“Family Theatre,” for airing on the 


Mutual web Saturday, Dec. 20, 9-10 | 


p.m. 

Ethel Barrymore will narrate the 

anza, titled “The Joyful Hour” and 
probably to include a dramatization 
of The Nativity. Bing Crosby, Dick 
Haymes and Dennis Day will be 
heard from Hollywood, and Perry 
Como, Kate Smith and the Mullen 


Sisters from N. Y. Other participants | 


from the Coast will include Maureen 


‘' O'Hara, Maureen O'Sullivan, Roddy 


McDowell, Jeanne Crain, Joan Les- 
Jie, McDonald Carey, Pedro deCor- 
doba and Ricardo Montalban. 


ee OR ee at eee | tat linea Conn Bey 


TOTAL AUDIENCE* 


Nielsen Radio Index—Top 20 Nighttime Shows - 


(Week Oct. 19-25) 


NRI HOMES PER DOLLAR 


NRI Prev. 
Current Points Prev. 
Rank Program Rating Change Rank Rank Program Homes Change Rank 
12 Fibber & Molly ........-248 +1.2 a 1, Curtain Time ...........: sh pie a 
2. Amos 'n’ Andy ..... vce 28.8 411 3 2 Big Town ..... Bite ase ee 
3. Chase & S’born Program.23.1i +3.5 11 3. Lage Jury Triais). =... He ie - 
4. Truth Or Consequences. .22.8 12. 7 : tet ow aah Dos cbakes cree = ae : 
ere Pr 22.5 —0. ; EES ae Pe 
:. Fain Becsiohies, «j ies 439 19 6 Date With Judy-.......... 455 +4912 
7. Fred Allen Show .......- 22.3 41.7 6 7. Gengbusters ...........+. 447 (e) 
8. Life of Rile -, 21.6 415 7  &. Crime Photographer 442 419 
9. Jack Berar. Fins . 813 +2.1 13 9. Inner Sanctum ...... 435 —l4 6 
10. Duffy's Tavern ... se +3.4 (g) 10. Break the Bank ......:. 423 “eo a 
11. Red Skelton .. 20.3 403 8 11. Sam ‘Spade ...:.... . 416 + 
12. My Friend Irma .19.5 —3.0 4 12. My Friend Irma ....... . 398 _ 61 — 
13. Sam Spade b ages aa +0.3 14 13. Man. Merry-Go-Round .., .386 +27 20 
14. Date “With Judy ey . 105 +2.) (g) 14. Truth or _Consequences 382 (g) 
15. Inner Sanctum Ea ane —0.6 9 15. Life of Riley Spec rae 379 : wb 
16. Great Gildersleeve ......19.3 +2.5 (g) 16. Waltz Time ivibtevwunwet 372 —25 4 
17. Hit Parade «. vi...ciaeve 201 +0.7 20 17. Grand Gis Mery seo uss 372 (g) 
z 18. Kraft Mupic Hall....... 19.0 +08 ig) 18. Duffy’s Tavern ..... «e's eae (g) 
: +16 (g) 19. Murder & Mr. Malone.. .367 (g) 4 
? 19. Blondie fetaeu vee Ee ] x ee falo’ pad i- : ¢ 
z 20. Mr. District Attorney... .18.7 —3.2 5 20. Mr. District Attorney : z 
ey. casdbiaiiatdaes 
3 (g) Not ranked in Top 20 in preceding report. : 
+ * Includes only 30-minute, once-a-week programs. : 
t 44444444 44444444 


Everybody Wants 
To Get Into The | 
Radar Rating Act 


Everybody’s getting into the radar 
act, including C. E. Hooper, who 
claims he’s had an outside outfit 
tinkering for the past two years with 
high-frequency measurement of 
radio listening. No field. tests have 
peen made, Hooper reports, but one 
is coming up. The test probably | 
will be made on FM tistentng in | 
New York City, sometime after the 
first of the year. 

Hooper is not unmindful, how- 
ever, of the fact that his use of radar 
to measure tuning would give his 
arch-competitor, A. C. Nielsen, 
grounds for a loud snort—the radar 
technique being in effect an instan- 


| 
| 
' 
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How Hooper Rates ’Em 





| 

(DEC. 1) } 

BOD OOO i 24s ans ssoe es paces 25.9 
JOCK BOMMY fo vcaaccs ses 0, 400 
Beer Ge eek vies seis 6 oo 25.0 
Charlie McCarthy .......... 24.4 
Amon W Bey 6 iccces. Beye 
VG ATE niece hace et caens 22.2 
Red Skelton pe tS 
Radio Theatre eee ot tee 21.8 
Mr. District Attorney cane 
Walter Winchell ........... 20.3 
Truth or Consequences...... 20.3 
My Friend Irma .......+.... 18.2 

Pee UUM: ob vh-C ap pus se ckes 18.1 | 

Phil Harris®... ci... Ka 


Godfrey Talent Scouts ...... 17.4 | 


1946 Hits All-Time High, 
$39,637,000, in Private | 
Export of Air Equipment 


Washington, Dec. 2. 


Last year was the all-time high | 
for the private export trade in radio 











| former 


News Beef Over 
Denny's FM Vote 
May Cue Others 


Washington, Dec, 2. 
N. Y. Daily News’ attack on 

FCC Chairman Charles R 
Denny, Jr. for voting on the N. Y. 
FM cases after he had contracted to 
become NBC general counsel, may 
be precedent for some other disap- 
pointed bidders in other cities, ac- 
cording to talk here. 

However, FCC'ers point out that 
Denny in no instance cast a vote 
during his last two weeks at the 
Commission where his ballot decided 


The 


a case one way or another. In those | 


cases, he refrained from voting. The 
vote against the Daily News, for ex- 
ample, was 4-to-2 with Denny par- 


taneous audimeter system, providing | equipment, according to a survey of | ticipating. 


the same sort of movement-of-dials | 


info which Nielsen’s tape machines | receivers, receiving tubes, compo-| stirred up plenty of comment. “La- 
} : | ea > . . 
|nents and accessories were the sec- | bor,” weekly publication of the Rail- 


give. 


the Dept. of Commerce. Exports of 


The News’ blast, however, has 


_Hoper says he considered some | ond highest since 1922 when the | road Brotherhoods which has con- 
time ago the idea of springing the ' group was first classified separately. sistently opposed newspaper owner- 


‘radar gadget “as a publicity stunt” | 
but discarded the plan because of | 
the almost certain reaction from the | 


rival camp that “now Hooper’s turn- 
ed to the audimeter technique.” 
Now that CBS, Albert Sindlinger 


radar experiments. Hooper thinks he 


of audience *information,” 
plained. 

He’s still sticking by his tele- 
phone-coincidental guns, of course. 
As for the claim that radar offers 
speed in reporting listening, Hooper 
retorts, “If that’s the appeal, we’ve 
got instantaneous reports, too! We 
can give anybody from the Presi- 
dent on down a rating on a program 
within a couple of hours. I don’t 
think information gathered by radar 
can be compiled and transmitted to 
a central point much quicker.” 


‘Network for Peace’ Now 


he ex- 








Washington, Dec. 2. 

More than 100 radio stations, in- 
cluding three regional webs, are now 
carrying the “United Nations To- 
day” show on the “Network for 
Peace,” Chris Cross, U.S. radio 
liaison officer for the United Na- 
tions, wrote Justin Miller, prexy of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
last week. 

The show offers listeners an ob- 
jective daily report on goings-on at 
Lake Success, including pickups of 
actual debate in important sessions. 
Cross said the informal “Network 
for Peace” is still expanding and 
explained that he was forwarding 
,this info to Miller because of fre- 
|quent allegations that “American 
radio does not devote sufficient time 
and energy to public service pro- 
gramming.” 








PHILCO IN DALLAS FM DEAL 


Dallas, Dec. 2. 

Sanger department store, Dallas, 
and Philco Radio Corp. are co-spon- 
soring a nine-hour daily program, 
|10 p.m. to 7 a.m., via the FM facili- 
| ties of KIXL, beginning this week. 
| It's a year’s contract. News and 
| disk music is the format. 





and possibly others are jumping into | 


will go’ ahead with his own gadget. | 
“We will examine any new avenue | 


Embraces 100 Stations 


Value of the 1946 exports was 


$44,781,000 peak achieved in 1944 


\ship of radio 
$39,637,000, about one-third over the | 
| prewar peak year of 1937 and nearly 
|double the 1939 figures. 
\it fell about $5,000,000 under the | of dangling a big job under the noses 
| of members of regulatory commis- 


However, | 


stations, this week 
jumped into the fray. The paper, 
under the heading “Another FCC 
Scandal,” declared: ... “this trick 


when virtually all the exports of | sions is largely. responsible for the 


radio equipment were military and 
about three-fourths were sent abroad 
under lend-lease. 


“The total amount of the 1946 ex- 
‘port trade,” comments Commerce, 
iis more significant when one con- 
siders that it was accomplished 
against considerable odds, both at 
|home and abroad. The problem of 
|reconverting plants, shortages of 
_ basic raw materials and components, 
\labor difficulties and an unsettled 
national price control system, all op- 
| erated to hold production below the 
| levels originally hoped for by manu- 
| facturers. 


“U. S. radio receivers — and in 
po instances receiving tubes and 
|components—have been and will 





(continue to be denied importation | 


|by several countries because of 
|patent pools, high import tariffs, or 
| programs for protecting and promot- 
,ing domestic industry. Despite the 
many obstacles, receiving equipment 
'and components are still being 
| widely distributed abroad. 

“Latin America has tripled its pre- 
, war imports and continues to be our 
| best market export area. Sales to 


our southern neighbors in 1946 ac- | 


counted for 60% of the total trade. 





Lester Gottlieb 


Kicks Around a Television 
Log 





“The Video and Me’”’ 


a feature in the forthcoming 


42d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














| flagrant failure of those commis- 


| sions to function in the publie in- 
, terest.” 





‘Aldrich’ Troupe To 
Tour Vet Hospitals 


Harry Ackerman is readying a 
| troupe to present an “Aldrich Fam- 
\ily” sketch at vet hospitals in the 
|N. Y. area, under Theatre Wing aus- 
pices. Company will include Ezra 
| Stone, Jackie Kelk and all the reg- 
|ulars of the radio cast, except Kath- 
}erine Raht, who's in the legit show, 
|The Heiress,” and cannot partici- 
| pate, plus a number of femme char- 
|acters specially written in. 


| Idea is to give the ex-GlIs plenty 


,of gals to gander. 


CFRB Goes 50 Kw. 


Toronto, Dec. 2. 

Indicating a relaxation of policy 
on the part of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. toward privately 
/owned stations in the Dominion, 
| grant of a boost in power from 5,- 
000 watts to 50.000 for CFRB. To- 
ronto, was announced today (Tues.) 
by Harry Sedgwick, prexy and gen- 
eral manager of the station. While 
five government - owned stations 
have 50kw power, the grant to 
CFRB is the first to a privately 
owned outlet. 

_CFRB, operating on 1010ke, is the 
Sister station of CKLW, Detroit. 


BBC’er to WCOP 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

Joseph Kenneth Meyer, former 
BBC announcer, is on staff at WCOP 
(ABC) as of this week. Meyer was 
affiliated with CBC, Canada and. 
since 1945, with the BBC in London, 
handling special assignments and his 
own trans-Atlantic show “Hello 
New England.” 

He’s also giving course in produc- 
tion and microphone technic at 
Curry College. 














NBC's Policy 
~ On Good Taste 
Is Still Hazy 


A few weeks back a pair of NBC 
top execs, Ken Dyke, of program- 
ming, and Harry Kopf, of sales, went 
to the Coast to sit down with the 
web's flock of comics, as well as 
writers and directors, ostensibly to 
set up a code for good taste on the 
air. 

Last week NBC came out with a 
three-page press release announcing 
conclusion of the series of informa] 
discussions with, among others, Jack 
Benny, Eddie Cantor, Fibber & 
Molly, Bob Hope, Edgar Bergen, 
Burns & Allen, Dennis Day, Kay 
Kyser, Red Skelton, etc. The state- 
ment told of prexy Niles Trammell! s 
delight over the enthusiastic and 
voluntary cooperation of all talent, 
clients and agencies in the “joint 
exploration of ways and means to 
keep broadcast material clean and 
acceptable in the American 
at all times.” 

Aside from 


hames 


suggesting that the 
idea kicked around will be incor- 
porated into network policies and 
that they'll expand rather than re- 
strict the “exercise of ingenuity and 
ability,” NBC’s statement remains 
pretty nebulous as to future tabus or 
liberalized viewpoint. 

Dyke has made some off-the-cuff 
revelations as to easing the ban on 
such words as “diaper”’—previously 
denied comics—and giving the okay 





| on heretofore banned lyrics, but just 


| where the differences exist and the 
| clipped tabus begin and end are 
something left for the listener to de- 
cide. 

Only. concrete policy set forth in 
the release is a new 30-second ‘“fad- 
ing” method inaugurated by the web 
when it feels it necessary to cut ob- 
jectionable material. Web says 
comics will only be faded if, after 
agency-client-talent huddles,. they 
refuse to comply with web stand- 
| ards, 

There'll be a standby announcer 
who will express the network’s re- 
gret in “interrupting this program 
in order to delete material which in 
| its opinion would be objectionabie to 
| listeners in many American homes.” 


| Minneapolis Station In 
Documentary Series On 
Juvenile Delinquency 


Minneapclis, Dec. 2. 

WCCO, Wednesday (25), started 
series of four documentary radio 
discussion shows to attack proble.a 
of juve delinquency. Series is: spon- 
sored by Minnesota Radio Council 
and spotted at 8:30 p.m. 

Same station was responsible a 
few months ago for the highly suc- 
cessful “Neither Free Nor Equal” 
series attacking midwest racial dis- 
crimination, Series was since pro- 
duced by other stations. 

Half-hour juve delinquency broad- 
easts follow “Neither Free Nor 
Equal” format in dramatizing actual 
cases. Following each broadcast, 
“town meeting” discussions are 
booked in both St. Paul and Min- 
neapolis studios, with public invited. 
Similar meetings were set in other 
communities in the area. 

Programs were to sérve as bases 
for definite followup activity by 
some 20 civic and service organiza- 
tions through the state. Participating 
in initial forum were Dr. H. S. 
Lippman, of Wilder child guid@nce 
clipic; Dr. Paul Berry, socielogist at 
Macalester College, and others. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Hubert H. 
Humphrey of Min.ieapolis, who has 
been active in promoting tolerance, 
awarded WCCO a certificate of merit 
for its production of the “Neither 
Free Nor Equal” series. 


‘Favorite Kid’ Salute 


Laurence Hammond, indie pro- 
ducer, will tee off a new show idea 
on Mutual tonight (Wed:), 10-10:30, 
with Milton Berle, Guy Lombardo, 
Red Barber and ‘Oscar M. Lazrus, 
board chairman of the Benrus Watch 
Co., guesting in a “My Favorite Kid” 
salute to today’s youth. 

Each of the guests will intro as his 
“favorite kid” some youngster out- 
standing because of business, athletic 
or musical ability. Youth organiza- 
tions such as the Boys Clubs of 
America and Junior Achievement, 
inc., nominated the juveniles. Bill 
Slater will emcee the stanza, which 
| Sidney Slon and Jim Turjian are 
' scripting. 
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MIDDLE-OF-ROAD SWEEPS AFRA 





~‘One-Man FCC Campaign?’ 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

In what may well be a precedent in campaigning for a job as Fed- 
eral Communications Commissioner, backers of Chicagoan John Bick- 
ley, described as a “well-known public utility expert” have distributed 
publicity here and in Chicago announcing his candidacy for the FCC 
chairmanship. 

The White House was “blank” on the announcement and FCC’ers re- 
ported knowledge of no Congressional campaign to seat Bickley. The 
office of Senator Scott Lucas of Illinois had no correspondence on the 
subject. 

An undated release mailed to the press declares: “Outstanding in- 
dustry spokesmen in the radio and communications fields today recom- 
mended to. President Truman the appointment of John H. Bickley of 
Chicago, well-known public utility expert, as chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission.” 

Bickley served as chief accountant with the FCC jn its investiga- 
tion of the Bell Telephone System between 1935-37. He is a former 
director of accounts and finance for the public service commission of 
Wisconsin from 1931-37 and now has a private accounting practice in 
Chicago, 


RWG's Minimum Basic at CBS Already 


Starts to Look Like Maximum Basic 














The new Minimum Basic Agree-*? 
ment between the Radio Writers ’ 
Guild and the networks is already Ludlow S Fantasy 
showing signs of becoming a maxi- 
mum basic agreement. CBS. for | Ben Ludlow is composing and ar- 
instance, has frankly told scripters | ranging a Christmas fantasy for 
that its policy henceforth is to stick 'broadcast Dee. 21 by the Detroit | 
to the letter of several clauses in | Symphony, via ABC. 
the pact. in contrast to its former He’s also composing, arranging | 
action in granting more liberal and conducting the music for a 


|}series of 13 quarter-hour dramatic 





terms on the matters involved. mat 
For the present, negotiations be- oon “It nag ce n to xOu, for | 

tween writers and CBS, at least | ‘"¢ American Cancer Society. 

those relating to contractual mat- | 

ters, are handled for the network | 3 

by its legal department. Only edi- | 0 ee S us 

torial and production matters are 


handled by the script,and produc- 
tion executives, So far, the net- 
work is continuing to pay above 
scale for first performance rights 
for scripts, but is flatly refusing to 
budge fer the MBA terms as to ex- 
clusivity, second performance rights, 


Time-Buy Stint 


What perhaps rates as the speedi- 
est instance of big-money  time- 





etc. buying in the business is the cam- 

One writer, who in the past had | Ppaign for Chase & Sanborn coffee 
sold scripts to the network, refused | which the J. Walter Thompson 
last week to agree to the CBS terms |agency got under way Monday (1). 
for a script for its “Studio One” |It took JWT'’s head _ time-buyer, 
series. The price, the same as be-|Linnea Nelson, and her staff less 
fore the MBA became effective, was |than a day and a half to line up 


availabilities and to issue contracts 
to over 200 stations. 
which will run through the current | 


agreeable. But the network legal 
staff cited the MBA terms covering 
exclusivity, subsequent performance | 
and subsidiary rights, and insisted 
on sticking to them. In this case, 
the terms were said to be more se- 
vere than the author had previously | 
obtained for “Studio One” scripts. | 
So the deal fell through. 


LAUNCH PREPARATION 
FOR NAB COAST MEET 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


000. 
“The agency got 








“kets of 50,000 population, with five | 
‘days later as the starting time. 


make inquiries, since a holiday 
(Thavitesiving) and a weekend in- 
| tervened, Miss Nelson and her as-| 
| sistants kept putting in call after call 





NAB’s first Coast convention and |to station reps. By Friday noon (28) | 


the 200-odd_ stations had been se- | 
lected and the rest of that afternoon 
| was spent in making out contracts. 
Agency denied that the 


first spring conclave promises to be 
the biggest and best to date when 
convened May 17, 1948, here. ‘Pre- 
liminaries are already underway 
and indications are that previous at- 


tendance figures will be passed and cision to unload some year-end 
events outdone in the best Holly- |money. The spot campaign, it ex- 
woodian tradition. plained, was tied up with a new 


copy twist that the java packer had 
‘introduced on its “Charlie McCarthy” 
‘show (NBC) the Sunday before (23). 


STATE DEPT. UPS RUSS 
PGMS. TO 2 HOURS DAILY 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

State Dept. yesterday (1) brought 
its DX programming to Russia up to 
two full hours a day, with inaugura- 
ition of a new 30-minute show 
beamed specifically at the Russian 
seaport Vladivostok and the mari- 
time provinces of Siberia. 

The new program, headlining U. S. 
news and features, will be relayed 
at 9 p.m. Russian time from a 50-kw. 
transmitter in Manila. 
cast is being prepared by the regu- 


C.E. “Bee” Arney,  secretary- 
treasurer of NAB, is expected to set 
up semi-permanent residence here 
some time in February to master- 
mind the event. Due to the geogra- 
phy of the town and sparse accom- 
modations for conventions of size 
considerable work must go iftto ob- 
taining of living accommodations, 
meeting places for meeting proper, 
transportation, etc. Further compli- 
cating is anticipation of extra heavy 
socializing, vacationing and other 
extra curriculars. 


CBS Wed. Night Spot Seen 
Open for Hancock ‘Point’ 


CBS has come up with Wednesday 











16:36 p.m. as an availability for lar “Voice of America” staff in New | 
Point Sublime,” which John Han- | York. State Dept. is now beaming 
cock (insurance) has been testing 32 DX shows a day in 22 languages. 
for the past seven weeks on some | 


ABC stations in California 
Texas. McCann-Erickson 
considering it. 

Account originally wanted to do | , 
the testing on the CBS Pacific link | they're submitting to, agencies. © 
(Sunday 10:30 p.m.), where the pro- | written by Michael Morris and ts at 
&ram originated, but a cross-country | present in script form. 
deal on “Strike It Rich” at the time | It's a situation comedy 
blocked the bid. jpress agent and his wife. 


RALPH BELLS’ FLACK SHOW 


| 
and | 
agency is 

The Ralph Bells 


about a 


NIX RED SMEAR, 





| The 
| didates elected 


| who won out over 


; nees, 


| vice-president, 
nized leader of the 


land Ben Grauer, 


| Vice-president, 
| treasurer. 
|nized heads of the AC and 


| Since the vote became known he 


geen that she had but two hours 


/ election 


sudden | 
|burst of activity was due to a de- | 


The Independents, moderate-lib- 
/er_l faction in the New York local 
|of the American Federation of Ra- 
| dio Artists, won a landslide victory 


| over the conservative Artists Com- | 
| mittee group in the local board elec- | 


| tion last week. Sweeping all but two 
lof the 23 places on the board, the 


| Indies gained overwhelming control 
; 
of 


inearly all the 


putting out of office 
established AC mem- 


the lucal, 
bers. 
only 
were Clayton Collyer 
Adams, both actors, 
the Indie nomi- 
James McCallion and Les Da- 
The fact’ that Collyer, presi- 
of the local and national first 
as well as the recog- 
AC, was elected 
by only 10 votes over McCallion, 
newcomer politically, indicated 
extent of the Indie sweep. 

The decisiveness of the vote, 
which a relatively 


and William 


mon, 
dent 


a 


in 


1,100 ballots were cast, also suggests 
future repercussions nationally in 
tl - union, For instance, Collyer ran 


nearly 100 votes behind Nelson Case 
who got 564 votes 
each. In the actor classification he 
wis 90 votes back of Carl Swenson, 
who received 558 votes. Three other 
AC stalwarts, “all. recently-elected 
national officers cf the union, were 
| defeated in their own local. The 
itrio are Margaret Speaks, fourth 
vice-president; Ned Wever, fifth 
and Alan Bunce, 
three of the recog- 
among 
the most outspoken of its defenders 
at the last national convention were, 


Thus, 


jin effect, repudiated by their own 
| local. 

What the immediate results of the 
lelection will be in the New York 
local is not yet clear. Obviously, 
Collyer, who previously appeared 
solidly entrenched as local presi- 
|dent, is now in a shaky position. 


is. | 
private dis- 

influential 
He is 


reported to have held 
cussions with various 
members of the Indie group. 


The campaign, _also said to have expressed the wish 


to disassociate himself from some of 


month, is figured to cost over $225,- | the more intense AC partisans. 
instructions last | 
Wednesday afternoon (26) to, buy | 
| grams wherever available in mar- | forces over the question of the com- 


Hint at Indie Split 
There appears to be the possi- 


|ing election of local officers. As a 


| move toward re-establishing unity 


| within the local, certain of the Indie | 
|members have suggested the re- 
of Collyer as local presi- 
dent. They feel that, 
since he has expressed conciliatory 


(Continued on page 32) 


‘Football Coach Finally 
Breaks Down to Permit 


Pre-Game Pep Talk Pickup 


Young & Rubicam has finally ar- 
| ranged to pick up a locker-room pep 
italk by a college football coach to 
his squad, for broadcast on the “We, 
the People” series for Gulf, via CBS. 
The network has okayed 
recording for the stunt. 
The spiel will be given by 
Cravath, coach of Univ. of Southern 
California, in the locker room before 


i 
| 





not be picked up, but a mike will be 
taken into the dressing rooms of bot 

|teams after. the game, to record 
statements of the players. and 
coaches. 





The broad- brevity 


| as 


| able to 
| talk pickup, as no coach would con- 
(Pert Kelton) | 
have a projected radio series which | 
It's | 


| may be used, so the speakers will be 
less self-conscious. 

The recordings will be edited for 
and continuity, as well 
language, and will probably be aired 
part of the “We, the People” 
broadcast next Tuesday night (9). 
Previously, 
arrange “for 


as 


any such pep 
sent to risk distracting the players 
(or himself) by having strangers 
present during the gab sessions. The 
USC authorities had approved the 
idea, but Cravath had nixed it. How- 
ever, he finally agreed to the pre- | 
' game pickup. 


FAGTIONAL TOM 


Artists Committee can- 


the | 


heavy turnout of | 


particularly | 


using aj} 


Jeff | 


Understood a hidden mike | 


the agency had been un- | 








Not So ‘Sweet Sue’ 





Clue hunters secking “Miss 
| Hush’s” identity are flooding 
Vakigety’s switchboard in calls 


for info. 

Giveaway pot provided by spon- 
of Ralph Edwards’ “Truth 
or Consequences” NBC Saturday 
night quizzer now approximates 
$23,000. With the contest in its 
| sixth week, gal’s name is still a 
mystery but Varietry’s Sue Mor- 
gan is going nuts. She clocked 
over 300 calls in four days. 


AFRA Strike At 
WHN Averted 


so:s 








Threatened strike by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists | 
against WHN, New York, was avoid- 
ied Friday (28) by a last-minute 
jagreement on disputed wage _ in- 
eee for announcers. Several | 
other issues remain to be settled, 
|but all are said to be relatively 
|minor, and unlikely to cguse an- 
other stalemate. 
| Negotiations for renewal of the 


|old contract, which expired Nov. 1, 


have been in progress for many | 
Pevsrny) but broke down early last 
week over the union’s insistence on 


pay increases. The 


gency session Friday afternoon and 
authorized the walkout, but” an 
agreement was reached before the 
strike deadline that night. 

The question of an AFRA shop 
clause in the new pact will be de- 
cided by a_ special election, and 
|other remaining differences are ex- 
| pected to be ironed out shortly. The 
new contract will be for two years. 


ZIV’S $1,000,000 








| Frederic W. Ziv’s 
Story,” plattered dramat series star- 
|ring Ronald Colman, has become a 
| $1,000,000 item—the first open-end 
|transcription show to clock up 
| this figure in gross sales to spon- 
'sors, Several outlets added in the 
| past week pushed the stanza over 
the top. Total number of stations 


| now carrying “Story” has reached | 


275. 


, several reasons. 
jerally available only last April. 
ithe most expensively budgeted show 


among Ziv’s 23 properties, Colman’s 
take running $3,000 per program 


| plus a percentage of sales and the 
|production budget running around 
| $10,000 per week. Stanza is strictly 
a quality article. with aecent on 
;}smart showmanship. 

| Million-dollar pot represents con- 
tract periods, since the minimum sale 
‘is for 
.sors have bought the show for two 
‘or three years running. 

| John L. Sinn, Ziv’s exec veepee, 
believes no other open-ender has 
‘done more than $400,000 in sales up | 
to a three-year period. 





the Notre Dame game, Saturday (5). | 
The between-the-halves confab will | 


Femme Participationers 
Set Small Account Eye 


Women’s participation programs 
on local stations have suddenly be- | 
come a concerted center of attrac- | 
'tion for small accounts seeking to | 
spot their products. 


rinse, Chasex 
Butter and 


,were Blondex hair 
skin cream, Honey 
Soapine. 

| Alfred Lilley & Co., agency 
| Chasex, is centering its time inquir- 
ies in markets where there's week- 
end _ skiing. Henry P. Loudon, 
‘agency for Soapine, is interested in 
New England outiets. 
| Blondex and Honey Butter are Gray 
| & Wagner and E. T. Howard, respec- 
‘tively. 


newly-elected | 
New York local board met in emer- | 


COLMAN GROSS 


“Favorite, 


Achievement is\a phenomenon for | 
Show became gen- | 
It’s | 


52 weeks and several spon- | 


Among such | 
products that bobbed up last week | 


on | 


Agzenci€s Of | 


Radio Will Improve Sales for 1947 
But Net Profits Less Than ‘46—NAB 


+ Washington, Dec. 2. 
The broadcast industry, as 
whole, will register more sales to 
advertisers than ever before in 
1947 but, because of the several 
|hundred new stations on the air 
'since V-J Day, will chalk up less 
profits in 1947 than 1946. 

So estimates the National 
Broadcasters on the basis 
“projectionable sample” of NAB 
{membership whose finances were 
analyzed by NAB research director 
Kenneth Baker. His study covers 


Assn. of 


of a 


station earnings for the first nine 
months of ‘47 for those stationg 
| which were on the air in both ‘47 
and °46. 

Baker reported an average. in- 
crease of 8% in gross broadcast rev- 
enues for 1947 over last year for 
these stations. At the same time, 
operating expenses moved up 9%. 


Reasons given for boosts in operat- 
ing budgets ranged from operation 
of non-profit FM affiliates to meet- 
ing increased wage demands. 

The NAB study concluded that 
small stations appeared to be “least 
affected by increased operating costs, 
just as small stations seemed to 
show the largest average revenue 
increases” for 1947. 

On the basis of his study, Baker 
ceclared “it would seem that the 
1947 non-network gross revenue of 
broadcast stations would be in the 
|; neighborhood of $275,000,000. This 
figure would be comparable with 
the $241,000,000 reported by the 
FCC for 1946, 

“Since the 1947 figure applies to 
more than 1,400 stations, while in 
| 1946 there were only 953, these esti- 
mates indicate the trend toward 
lower profits...may be continued 
into 1947.” If these figures are cor- 
rect, average revenue for stations 
2s a whole, will drop from over 
$252,000 in 1946 to $196,000 plus in 
1947. 

The NAB study also showed: 
large stations (7.5 to 50 kw) expe- 
|rienced a 7% hike in gross rev- 
enues through September, 1947 and 
an 8% boost in costs. Medium-sized 
outlets (500 watis to 5 kw) had a 
6% hike in revenues; an 11% jump 
|in expenses. Small stations (250 
watts or under) generally fared 
better percentage-wise, reporting a 
(10% -hike in revenues and only a 
5% increase in operating costs. 


-WBAL Consultant Peters 
Admits Letter Agreeing 
With Blue Book Plaints 


‘ Washington, Dec. 2. 

Surprise development at FCC's 
hearing on the renewal license of 
Hearst-owned WBAL,  Baltintore, 
yesterday (1) was an admission by 
Paul A. Peter, private radio con- 
sultant for WBAL. Under quizzing, 
Peter admitted writing a letter Nov. 
12, ‘47, in which he expressed “és- 
sential agreement” with Blue Book 
statements about WBAL’s program- 
ming in a sample week in 1944. 
Hearst attorneys are now in court 





‘in an (tffort to upset Blue Book 
\statements on WBAL’s_ program- 
ming as “false and prejudicial.” 


The Blue Book charged that the 
WBAL format in 1944 had less than 
(2.5% local live sustainers between 
8 a.m. and 11 p.m., and no sustaining © 
|shows during the entire same week 
| between 2 and 11 p.m. Peter said his 
analysis, however, turned up only 
'446 spot announcements on the sta- 
te as opposed to 507 quoted in the 

Blue Book. 


Intermountain’s 606 Biz 


Salt Lake City. Dec. 2. 
The Intermountain Network signed 
up about $60,000 worth of business 
for November, to top its previous 
record established the month before. 
Biz inked by Lynn Meyer, v.p. in 
charge of sales for the net, included 





'a full 17-station exclusive of the 
|Notre Dame-Southern California 
|; game to be played Saturday (6), 


with Tidewater Asscciated Oil pick- 
ing up the tab. Tidewater is also 
| sponsoring the Univ. of Utah-Arizona 
igame on Dec. 6. 
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‘Let Truth Be Known’ Is Radio's Smart 


Salute to Ad Council's Bangup Job 


Next Wednesday (10) some 1,200 


affiliates of the four major networks | 


will start spinning a platter. It’s a 
platter that spins a radie document 
called “Let Truth Be Known,” and 


it uniolds in simple dramatic epi- | 


sodes a big job undertaken by the 
Acvertismg Council. 

This is radio's tribute—a four-net- 
woik salute—to an organization 
that, in addition to products, has 
been peddling human relations and 
public responsibilities. 
the networks feel the job that’s been 
done is of such importance, they've 
united to produce and distribute this 
transcribed half-hour dramatization 
for all their affiliates, with the re- 
quest that it be given prime show- 
cesmg between Dec. 10 and the end 
of the month. 

itere is shown that the same 
p-ople who sell soap, cereals and 
cicarets can do as good a job in sell- 


ing tolerance and understanding of | 








LE£ TRUTH BE KNOWN 

W.th Ven Hecfiem, Santes Ortega, 
Elspeth Erie, Ralph Bell, Rath 
Yorke, Joan Shea, Bill Griffis, 
Judith Leckser, Ben Cooper, Juano 
Hernmenéez, anzreuncer, Hugh 
d-«mes; John Gart erch. 

Writer: Arvold Peri 

Birecter: Mitehell Graysen 

Superviser: John Ceburn Turner 

30 Mine. (Transeribed) 

Predace’ by 4 Netwerks 


basic public issues. 
touted phase of the Council’s work, 
but ene which it has done mag- 
nificenity. 

In the highly-dramatice and tense 
war years, the channeling of the 
Council's energies into emergency 
measures was an accepted thing, ‘but 
recognition for the less emotional 
peacetime job, of equal importance 
to the nation, has been apt to go by 
the boards. And because the net- 
works have recosnized the value of 
the Council’s unsung job in the pest- 
war years, they have gone all out 
in spotlighting “Let Truth Be 
Krown.” 

Conceived by CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton, the radio tribute has been 


transiaied into one of the effective | 


documentaries of the year, one in 
which ne punchcs have been pulled. 


And because | 


It's the lesser- | 


RADIE HARBIS 

With Celeste Helm; Teny Marvin, 
announcer 

Writer: Radie Harvis 

Producer: Will Roeland 

5 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 3:55 p.m., EST 

CO-OP 

CBS, from New Yerk 





WILLIAM L. SHIRER 
With Geerge Hogan, anneuncer 
Producer: Jack Fern 
i5 Mins., Sun., 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Mutual, frem New Yerk 
William L. Shirer returned to the 
air Sunday (30), on a new network 
(Mutual), and on sustaining for five 
weeks, when a new sponsor (Pied- 
mont Shirt Co., pacted through the 
| Weintraub agency) takes him on. It 
was good to have him back, to hear 
his cool, level utterance, his easy- 
to-grasp speech, and balanced, non- 
hypoed analysis, presenting the news 
land his interpretation of the news. 
It was also good to hear his assur- 
ance that he would have full free- 
dom of expression (for which he 
thanked Mutual) and that he would 
' tell what he thought was behind the 
news, because otherwise his pro- 
gram wasn’t worth its salt. Speakers 
with no opinion, he said, can’t help 
the- public much in making up its 
mind about a situation. Shirer said 
he fully realized the responsibility 
'ofa man .-hind the mike, and that 
lradio commentators had no mo- 
|nopely on wisdom and truth. He 
| woukd try to present all sides of a 
| story, as a reporter should. But he 
| would arrive at his own opinions 
and wouldn't try to hide them. The 
opinions would be his own, neither 
| his sponsor’s or net's. : ; 
With this calm, dispassionate 
| avowal out of the wav he went to 
work on the news, on the UN’s 
historic decision to partition Pales- 
tine and its significance. He dressed 
| that section up with a dramatic in- 
terpdlation, in a flashback to the 
|UN voting. He pointed out how the 
| British had tried to thwart the 
ei.orts of the majority to reach the 
| deeision. He decried Arab threats— 
unless the big powers akied them. 
| He went on more briefly to other 
inews, the Paris situation, Chinese 
| situation, Marshall Plan, London 
| Council of Ministers. Toe talk, as 
/usual with Shirer, sounded authori- 
tative, analytical and highly in- 
~~ative. His return boosts radio 
a bit. Bron. 





DISPLACED 
With Pau) Muni, Leon Janney, Scott 


| MeKay Carl Emery, Arthur Kebl 


It has a scripting job by Arnold Writers: Fred Methot, Don Agger 
Per! that’s full of un¢erstanding and | Directer: James Sheldon 


fire. The truth that’s made known 
in dramatic sequences poses the 


Producer: Ted Hudes 


| 30 Mims.; Sai. (29), 2:36 p.m. 


democratic way as against the to- | WNBC, N. Y. 


talitarian way of solv’ng three of 
the major problems on the U. S. 
acenda. Therc’s the all-important 
prebiem of anti-Semitism. There's 
the economic plight of the school 
ten@her, and there’s the need to con- 
serve food so that Europe will not 
siorve. 

Perl’s method of identifying these 
problems with incidents In the ev- 
ecyaay life of the listener. and so 
making each listener a part of the 
job to be done, is as foreeful as it 
is dramatic. Of utmost importance 
is the fact that he’s outlined a posi- 
tive plan of action on all three 
fronts, showing how the ordinary 
guy armed with information, can 
aci: how he can start the ball roll- 
ing and contribute toward a solution. 


Vw Heifin does a splendid job as 
the narrater and, im fact, the entire 


cast appears to have been ch»sen | 


wisely. Mitchell Grayson’s direction 
is controlled but vital. The various 
component 
Gart’s orchestral assist and John 


helo. make “Truth” a fine document. 
Considerin 
production, the Dec. 31 tally should 
read: Played by 1,200 stations. [It 
merits that kind of EE 
ose. 





HOME FORUM 

With Ann Holden 

Predtcer: Ann Holden 

3@ Mins.; Men.-thru-Fri., 3:30-4 p.m. 


Participating 
KGO-AEBC, San Francisce 


There is a solid meatiness to this 
interview and comment program 
which makes for easy and incisive 
listening. Avoiding the lofty vac- 
uum which besets and makes ridicu- 
lous the obviously elocution-pitched 
delivery of many women air spiel- 
ers, Miss Holden’s warm. ad lib, un- 
artificial delivery handles a wide 
range of interests from child eare 
an.j poetry to books, music and cur- 
rent trends, all -with equal acumen 
and interest. 


Ten years on the air, and an as- 
sured listening audience, has also 
given ber a sure touch in the han- 
dling ‘Of her “guests” (theatrical 
and other notables) who come to or 
threugh San Francisco. Interviews 
are stimuloting. and on the ungabby 


side, with topics reflecting the in- | 


terests of radio audience as well as 
the experiences or background of 
the interviewee. 

Program has average of eight par- 
ticipating. sponsors per program, 
with Miss Holden passing on prod- 
ucis before them. Befiiic- 
Ty a« bright spot on the local i 


parts, including John | *'- 


Produced and transcribed for the 
Citizens Committee on Displaced 
| Persons, this is a radio adaptation 
;}of a New Yorker article (Sept. 13) 
| by Daniel Lang and is the true story 
;of Kurt Maier, Czech musician, from 
Munich until his arrival in America 
| this year. Stanza is expected to be 
j aired over more than 200 stations 
throughout the country. It deserves 
|such airing, for, though it’s an old 
| story by now—of Nazi persecutions, 
| concentration camps, homeless pco- 
| ple, ete.—it needs to be retold fre- 
| quently, lest complacancy make us 
| forget that the DP problem hasn't 
| yet been solved. 

It was particularly appropriate for 
WNEC to earry “Displaced,” for 
Maier now is featured in an early- 
| morning show on this network flag- 
| ship. In fact, it would seem that 
station missed a terrific bet, 
| with considerable impact, 


| 
t 


show how 


of the music for the airer. 

view with Maier at the pier upon 
the latter’s arrival in N. Y., with 
Maier, portrayed by Pau! Muni, tell- 
ing his story in flashbacks. Muni 


gave the role everything possible. 


Overall production was sufficient 
but not impressive. It would have 


helped somewhat if the stanza could 
have hed orchestra) rather than 
soaper-type organ briftges. Doan. 





| 


| TU SEFUL TRAVELERS 
| With Al Ross, Raymond Tompkins, 
| Joe Miller orch. 
| 30 Mins.; Sun., 4:3¢ p.m. 
| BALTIMORE TRANSIT €O. 
| WBAL, Baltimere 

; (Jos. Katz) : 
A talent seeking program with a 
| nicely tied-in “courtesy” angle, this 
| half-hour airing is just right for a 
| public serviee slot, the reason for 
/Sponsorship by the local traction 
company. A tuneful trolley directed 
' by announcer Al Ross picks up con- 
| testants on its way around town and 
| the winners selected by a mail poll 
| of listeners win engagements at local 
|theatres, niteries or station broad- 


casts. 
Spliced in between the auditions. 
Raymond Tompkins, traction cem- 
pany public relations director, 
makes awards to employees selected 
via letters from the rifling public 
| for exemnplery courtesy: 

orchestral 


| Ross paces wel] and 
| spelling and accompaniment of as- 
pirants is okay. Burm. 


in not 
‘even mentioning this fact over the 
i A brief bow by Maier at the 
is ee mee have been em- 
? 7.7 | ployed, if only by implication, to 
Coburn Turner’s overall supervision one DP fitted himself 
the content and the | '™to American life. As it was, there 
| Was simply a passing reference to 
| Maier in the credits as co-arranger 


Dramat reenacted Lang’s inter- 





Radie Harris, who gets around 
among the personalities of show 
business, has started a new capsule 
interview series weekday afternoons 
on CBS, on a local co-op basis. Her 
guest for the initial show Monday 
(1) was Celeste Holm, who that eve- 
ning was to resume the Ado Annie 
role, which she created, in “Okla- 
homa!”, at the St. James, N. Y. 

The show, obviously, is primarily 
a name come-on operation, depend- 
ing on the marquee value of the 
guests, rather than the quality or 
scope of interviewing possible in the 
five-minute format. In the case of 
Miss Holm, she spoke a trifle too 
rapidly, of her pleasure at returning 
to the Rodgers-Hammerstein musi- 
cal, mentioned a recent picture (the 
title of which didn’t register) in 
which Olivia De Havilland gives a 
nice performance, referred to her 
own current film, “Gentleman’s 
Acreement,” and wound up with an 
anecdote which she attributed to 
nevelist Laura Z. Hobson’s seven- 
year-old son. 

As a tease for the following day’s 
(Tues.) broadcast, Miss Harris an- 
nounced: Keenan Wynn as guest. 
Miss Harris’ voice and delivery 
\lacked variety. Tony Marvin put the 
show on the eir and signed it off. 

Hobe. 
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-g Cresby was impressive on his 
Philco show Wednesday night (26) 
on ABC as the narrator of Jean Hel- 
loway’s dramatization of Edward 
Everett Hale's “Fhe Man Without a 
Country.” There was one other 
notable aspect of the broadcast. 
That was the impression on the lis- 
tener, particularly during the -pres- 
ent emphasis on patriotism, of the 
familiar story of Philip Nolan's dis- 
grace. There has always been some- 
thing disturbing about that notori- 
ous incident. But this broadcast sug- 
gested as never before (not even on 
several previous presentations of the 
same script) that the punishment 
imposed on Nolan was inhumanly 
cruel. It was deliberate and unrc- 
lenting. Only death brought release 
for the officer who, on thoughtless 
impulse, wished never to hear of 
the U. S. again. No one could seri- 
ously’ have thought Nolan really 
meant what he had blurted out in 
ia moment of rage. In fact, as Hale's 
j account says, Nolan’s epitaph con- 
|tained the statement that “No man 
ever loved America more than he.” 
Only the most supremely §self- 
righteous patriot would willingly 
face the same strict accountability 
of his every reckless word that 
Philip Nolan faced. And this broad- 
cast suggested that, in the case of 
“The Man Without a Country” the 
intended villain emerged a finer 
figure than did the zealots who 
judged him. 








Charles Beyer and Madeleine Car- 
roll co-starred Monday night (1) on 
Lux “Radio Theatre” in an adapta- 
ition of the romantic fantasy, “The 

Ghost ard Mrs. Muir.” If any lis- 
| tener could accept such incompre- 
hensible casting as the French- 
accented Boyer in the swashbuckling 
role of the British Capt. Gregg, 





rison, the rest of the program musi 
have seemed sheer realism. Any- 
way, Miss Carroll was plausible and 
appealing as Lucy, and it seemed 
pleasant to have her back in show 
business again. But there must be 
an “explanation” for that Boyer 
casting. . 





CBS’ notable “Doorway to Life” 
series on the emotional problems of 
childhood fashioned a landmark in 
broadcast history Sunday (30) with 
a frank and mature foray into sex 
education. One of the towering 
achievements of this program is that 
it settled once and for all the ques- 
tion of whether such material can 
be handled satisfactorily on the air. 
With its searching but unsensatienal 
approach. this show definitely 
cleared the way for treating sex 
problems on a profounder level than 
that of soap opera. 


Despite the measured tore of the 
script, this dramat'’s straight talk on 
how babies are and are not made 
came as a surprise to tabu-ridden 
dialers. The program didn't tell 
everything but indicated enough to 
parents on how to handle kids at 
the why-and-how stage. Lesson was 
drawn via the case history of a 10- 
year old gir! whose mother used 
the hush-hush ettitude. Frustrated 
and distrustful, the kid’s normal 
curiosity was twisted inte a neurotie 
compulsion fer lying, cheating, 
eavesdropping and other nasty 
habits until an understanding teach- 
er intervenes with the facts. To- 
gether with ithe experi script, all 
ether pheses of this program were 
— with taste and showman- 
ship. 


played on the screen by Rex Har-, 





ELGIN THANKSGIVING SHOW 


With Don Ameche, emcee; Jack 
Benny, Red Skelton, Jimmy Daer- 
ante, Garry Moore, Allan Jones, 
Larry Sterch, Margaret Whiting, 
Sweeney & Mareh, Page Cava- 
naugh Trio, Yehudi Menuhin, Vera 
Vague, Doctors of Harmony Quar- 
tet; Sir Lancelet, Mary Jane Smith; 
Lou Silvers erch, Ken Carpenter, 
announcer - 

Writer: Ed Helwiek 

Producer: Earl Ebi 

2 Heurs, Thurs. (27), 4-6 p.m. 

ELGIN WATCH CO. 

CBS, frem Hellyweed 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Twice a year — Thanksgiving and 

Christmas—CBS, through the good 

graces of Elgin Watch Co., wraps up 

a good chunk of the talent market 

for the brace of two-hour holiday 

air shows that have been taking on 
something of an institutional char- 
acter. 


They vary but. little in format and 
showcasing .of topflight air talent— 
even down to the year-iu-year-out 
emcee reprise by Don Ameche—but 
it’s becoming as habit-forming as 
the traditional Turkey Day dinner. 
And in terms of brightening up the 
late afternoon holiday kilocyeles, it 
still rates the No. 1 spot for its re- 
laxing payoff as a siuffed-belly an- 
tidote. 

This Thanksgiving found Ameche 
still adorning the emce spot and put- 
ting the usual lineup of top talent 
through the paces. Any parlay 
topped off by Jack Benny, Red Skel- 
ton, Jimmy Durante and Garry 
Moore is a surefire guarantee of a 
comedy semester. Throw in some 
musical interludes by Yehudi Menu- 
hin, Margaret Whiting, Mary Jane 
Smith, the Page Cavanaugh Trio and 
Allan Jones, with an additional 
comedy assist by Vera Vague and 
Larry Storch, and it adds up to an- 
other one of those flavorsome holi- 
day packages off the top Elgin-J. 
Walter Thompson production shelf. 

Elgin has gone off the deep end 
on one or two oceasions in the past 
with a greater talent splurge: there 
have been more exacting Thanks- 
giving-Christmas Elgin productions; 
there have been far better scripting 
assists in previous years and less 
obvious muffing of lines—but come 
6. p.m. signoff time and the overall 
effect upon the listener remains 
pretty much the same. A -nicely- 
patterned music-comedy-variety 
package, with the usual serious over- 
tones via dramatic vignettes keyed 
to the holiday motif. plus Ameche, 
the tinesse kid himself for the wrap- 
up job. 

Elgin, of course, gets in its fair 
quota of commercials, delivered 
straight and integrated into the 
show’s comedy pattern, with an as- 
sist from the talent, eic. Rose. 


RICHMAN SPORTS 
With Tem Manning 
5 Mins.; Men.-thru-Fri., 6:25 p.m. 
RICHMAN BROS. 
WTAM, Cleveland 
(McCann Erickson) 


NBC's well-known sportscaster, 
Tom Manning, uses this five-minute 
spot to excellent advantage with a 
complete round-up of the day’s 
sports. One of the veterans in radio 
sportscasting. Manning's background 
is extensive; his associations with 
leading figures stands him in good 
stead. 

Frequently, when the day’s sports 
pews is light, he'll bring in a top 
figure as, for example, Lou Bou- 
dreau, manager of the Indians on 
the day he signed a two-year con- 
tract; Wes Fesler, State’s football 
coach when the season ended. Man- 
ning’s use of language is colorful. 

Manning's following in the North- 
ern Ohio area is large, and because 
of his style, his odd, and sometimes 
picturesque use of language, he is 
either liked or disliked. ere is 
no middle ground with his listeners. 

Mark. 


MOST GRATEFUL MAN IN THE 
WORLD 


With Alexander Sceurby, zarrater 
Writer: Richard MeDenagh 
D'recter: James Harvey 

30 Mims; Wed. (26), 12:30 p.m. 
Susta 

NBC, frem New Yerk 


On Thanksgiving eve, NBC knock- 
ed off its regular “Your United Na- 
tions” program with its international 
slant for a patriotic paen to the 
United States. Titled “The Most 
Grateful Man In the World,” show 
had a familiar ceremonious atmos- 
phere that never quite ignited into 
a moving statement of faith. Maybe 
it was striving too hard to be that, 
but the pregram couldn't overcome 
some shallow history and some syn- 
thetic flagwaving. 

_ Seeking some underlying meani 
in the major turning points "ot 
American history, program locked 
back ever 300 years highlighting the 
birth and development of U Ss. 
democracy and the fortitude of the 
people who defended it. There were 
flashbacks to a New England colony, 
Valley Forge, Gettysburg, etc., al- 
ways with the American do-or-die 
spirit prevailing in the end. It was 
primer school history at best. Good 
Production and cast headed by 
Alexander Scourby as narrator, 
succeeded, however, in giving a 
measure of solidity to th eirer. 
Herm. 


oe 
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With Larry Deo Alan Reed, Her» 
Butierfi i. cs or Gregg: Ps 
Tipatabvess announcer; Rex Kev — 


ry, 
Writers: Manfred Lee, Frederic 
Dannay 
Director: Diek Weollen 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Hellywoed 
2 of ”" that ABC 
debuted last Thursday (27) as a sis- 


taining propésition is wi one 
exception the same member of the 
whodunit tribe that has been mak- 
ing the rounds of other networks the 
past eight years under the aegis of 
such accounts as Bromo Seltzer and 
Anacin. | The exception is that 
“Queen” as a program now carries a 
torch — a torch made merely of 
papier mache. ; 
That “torch” could be taken as a 
symbol! of smart-aleck cynicism. Or 
it could be looked upon—to inter. 
powe the benefit of the doubt—as a 
suave way of casting a bone of ap- 
peasement to those who have been 
assailing radio for its overexplvita- 
tien of. crime drama. The torch is 
paraded in the prolog te the pro- 
m and that’s the last seen or 
rd of it. 


_ States the prolog: “This program 
is being presented in the interests 
of a safer community and is dedi- 
cated against crime, against the 
crime of bad citizenship and intoler- 
ance, which is a crime against 
America.” In reviewing the plot, 
the situations and the dialog which 
followed, the listener must have won- 
dered just where did all those high- 
sounding phrases receive dramatic 
materialization during the course of 
the script. What he heard was a 
straight cops and robbers opus, 
with the usual shootings and conk- 
ings and masterminding perplexities, 
plus the usual device of “Queen” 
stopping the narrative at the 24:30 
mark to permit the guest “armchair” 
detective to make a stab at guessing 

solution. The high-sounding 
dedication had been quiekly put 
away in mothballs for next week's 
ins‘allment. 


The quick shrift that the guest’ 
@uiesser received on the opening 
stanza lent the impression that the 
angle was being retained either as a 
memento or a franchise-hokier. 
Larry Dobkin, the current “Ellery 
Queen,” seemed to be anxious to get 
the interruption over as quickly as 
possible. the other hand, the 
show may have been running behind 
time and Dobkin was h ing the 
whirling finger of the director. 


As a piece of whodunit entertain- 
ment “Queen” started off on its right 
foot in every way. It was typically 
well contrived “ en” plotting and 
dialoging. There were also the usu- 
al hackneyed character and action 
resorts, such as the guy who has a 
habit of juggling a couple of silver 
dollars and escape from a closet by 
the use of a bobbypin. The direc- 
tion kept the thing smoothly bal- 
anced and paced and the cast pat- 
terned themselves chsely enough 
after the long line of their character 
eaten on the “Ellery Queen” 
series. 


Even _w ithout the dedication, 
“Queen” has sufficient flavor and 
freshness of opgeet to ensnare a sub- 
stantial air fo ing. ABC could 
strengthen its Thursday evening pos- 
sibilities by putting it back-to-back 
with “The Clock” and moving “Can- 
did Camera” down a half hour to 
preceed “Willie Piper.” The switch 
might benefit all of them ratingwise. 
ABC would also be practicing its 
theory of program-type ates 

ec. 





SOMETHING FOR THANKSGIVING 

With Jehn Jone Allison, 
Jehn MeGevern, Donald Hastings, 
Edith Weed, Jeff Merrow, Pegry 
Allenby, Kermit Murdeck; George 
Miecks, anneuncer. 

Writer: Ira Marien 

Director + Charles Power 

3@ Mins.; Thurs. (27), 19:3@ p-m. 


Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 


Part of a Thanksgiving week “air 
parade ed by the National 
Cancer Foundation, this one-shot 
dramat was scripted by ABC staffer 
Ira Marion to point up that the NCF 
is something to be thankful for, and 
consequently deserves widest public 
support, use no one knows 
where or when cancer is going to 
strike and few families are prepared 
to meet the crisis it causes. ABC 
donted the time for the program, 
John Garfield volunteered his serv- 
ices, and the music was contributed 
through the courtesy of the Ameri- 
- seeeration 4 Musicians. un 

jot was simple, easily understood, 
plainly told. It came out of the 
NCF files, an actual “case history” 
of a motherless family in which the 
fatner was suddenly, incurably 
stricken. The oldest son (John 
Garfield) couldn't afford hospitali- 
zation or treatment for his father 
and had to quit his job to take care 
of his father at home; the other son, 
12, quit school to help. They were 
pretty desperate by the time an 
anovthes things ~ TS owr- 
out. girl r- 

field thought he’d have to forget 
about who 


Role was right up Garfield’s alley 
ent he hand it with dispatch. 
Rest of cast was par. Production 

(Continued on page 36) 


mn nile 


~ ee 

















| 
| 
| 
| 





~ 


December 3, 1947 


Wednesday, 


stinas 


| 


tnd 
. 
Sy 
a 
tap 
a 
=e 


— 


G. A. RICHARDS, President. 


: 
i 
SS OE ay tee ae ae ae bee 


t 


HARRY WISMER, Asst?. to the Pres. 


ee i et = ocala bY 





“SY SRE ASI SF 


a ce Ne 





\ 


ua 


Se eee ened 


ee. 
cw ae 


ETD 


Se are be 


ome 





ro 


RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, December 3, 1947 














so..timent, his reelection might 
se: ve to placate some of the ex- 
treme AC members, who might 
otherwise become further alienated, 
thus creating a permanent rift in 
the union. » 
However, other Indie members are 
strongly opposed to what they say 
would be “compromising away the 
election” after they’ve won it. They 
argue that there should be a thor- 


ough house-cleaning in the local, 
with a new lineup of officers and a 
careful study, with the idea of re- 
vision, of policies adopted during the 
Al regime. 


There appeared to be a possibility 
ye:terday (Tues.), that the various 
ips might agree to support Vir- 
ginia Payne, until recently national! 
| vice-president, as compromise 
cendidate for local president 


Forms for nominating petitions 


will go out to the local membership | 


in a few days. Any group of 20 or 
more members may nominate. The 
deadline for nominating petitions is 
Dec. 16, after which ballots listing 
the various nominees will be sent to 
the membership. The actual election 
will be Dec. 31. 

The Indie victory is regarded as a 
repudiation by the membership of 
organized factionalism and machine 
politics in the union. Despite its 
deniais, the Artists Committee was 
considered to have operated as a ma- 
chine and, until exposed at the na- 
tional convention last August, 
worked more or less secretly 

Since a primary part of the Indie 


campaign was Opposition to faction- | 


alism, with a promise to disband 
after the election, 
seen whether political activity within 
the local will now cease. Since the 
election, Indie leaders have reit- 
erated their intention of disbanding 
the organization. There has been no 
definite statement on the subject 
from the AC. 

The election is also viewed as a 
rebuke by the membership to name- 
calling and smear tactics within the 
union, From the start, the basic issue 
of the AC has been that its opposi- 
tion was either communist or com- 
munist-dupes. Although AC heads 
avoided accusing any individuals of 


AFRA Election 


ame, Continued from page 29 


it remains to be | 








AFRA Vote Breakdown 


The new board of directors of the 
New York local of AFRA, elected in 
last week’s ballcting, are as follows, 





| communist affiliation, they repeated- 
'ly raised the issue of communism 
‘within the union and, even as Te- 
icently as the election meeting, 
warned the membership against be- 
ing “used” by communists. With the 
Indies also disavowing communism 
and barring communist sympa- 
thizers, the whole question had little 
'relevence. The voting indicates that 
the members refused to take this 
talk of communism seriously. 

The next election of members of 
the national board will take place 
next May, with the new board taking 
office the following fall. Meanwhile, 
a pro-AC committee has prepared a 
report recommending revision of the 
New York local constitution, to be 
submitted to a special membership 
meeting and referendum soon. 
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yit been calendered, for the exec 
committee, it was reported. 

Members of the public relations 
subcommittee: 

Robert K. Richards, NAB; Paul 
Raibourn, for TBA; Robert Swezey, 
of Mutual, for the nets; Bond Ged- 
ides, for 
| WHAM, Rochester, for FMA; Joseph 


| Bailey, of Lou Cowan Productions, 
| for e.t. packagers, and Milton Rach- 
im’'', of Decca, for the record com- 
panies 


Members of the legal subcommit- 
} tee: 

| Don Petty, NAB; John W. Van 
| Allen, for RMA; Stanley Harris, of 
| Majestic, for the record companies; 


| Walter Socolow, of Lang-Worth Fea- 
|ture Productions, for e.t. interests; | 


| Leonard Marks, for FMA; Joseph 


| McDonald, of ABC, for the networks, | 


) and Thad Brown, Jr., for TBA. 





Pittsburgh—Claude Morris, former 
| program ‘manager for couple of sta- 
tions around here, has resigned from 
ithe Julius Dubin office to join the 
| Walker, and Downing advertising 
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according to categories, with the 
number of votes each received indi- 


cated in parenthesis: 

Announcers, Nelson Case (5ti4), Ben 
Grauer (64), Dan Seymour (46), George 
A. Putnam (517), and Richard Stark (509), 
all Independents. 

Actors, Carl Swenson (558), Carl EKastman 
(510), Arnold Moss (492), Virginia Payne 
(486), Ted Osborn (454), Clayton Collyer 
(468), Lucille Wall 64), Anne Seymour 
U1), and William Adams (45%, all Inde- 
pendents except Collyer and Adams, who 
were AC nominees. : 

Singers, Nancy Douglass (505), Genevieve 
Rowe (501), Julie Conway (497), John Neher 
4464), Ed Lindstrom (468), Eugene Lowen- 
thal (468) and Ray Charles (460), all Indies 

Independent station announcer, Joe 
O'Brien (47), and sound effe Rob- 
ert Prescott (496) Indies 





ts man, 


both 





Following are the defeated candidates In 
the New York local election, according to} 
| classification, with the faction and numbet 
lof votes each received 

Ansouncers: Tom Sh (423), Dwight 
Weist (408), Howard Cla! (400). Adelaide 
Hawley (399). Ron Rawson (358), all AC 
and as unaffiliated w ! " e® vote 
each Richard Bradle Ford Bon Roget 
| Krupp, Norman Brokenshire, and Johannes 
Steel 
Actors James MeCallion (45%) Alan 
Bunce (429), Ned Wever (419), Vinton Hay- 
worth (414), Elizabeth Morgan (404), Lon 
Clark (397), Carl Frank (397), Les Damon 
(396), Welter Greaza (396), and Minerva 
Pious 318), all AC except McCallion and 
Damon, who were Indie, and Miss 
Pious unaffiliated. Als» the following 
unaffillated write-ins, with one vote each, 
Frank Butler, Leon Janney, Richard San- 
dera, Pau! Potter, Joseph de Santis, Hester 
| Sondergaard, Ann Elstner, Charles Irving, 
i(irace Valentine, Elliott Nugent Philip 
Loeb, Hiram Sherman and Helen tlayes 

Singers: Irene Beasley (458), Margaret 


Speaks (451), Travis Johnson (417), Len 
| Stokes (408), William Perry (88), Norman 
Horn (878), all AC; also the following un- 
| affiliated write-ins, with one vote each: 
Leonard, Alex McKee, Marion Mec- 
Manus, Evelyn MacGregor, Margaret Daum 
ind Felix Knight 
Sound effects men: G 
A also a write-in vote for 
na ffiliated 


Betty Lou-Riggs Show 
| For 1st Wasser Package 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 


First package show of Pete Was- 
iser, who recently resigned as man- 
ager of KQV to go into indie radio 
| producing here, will be a series of 
| ave-sercmest, open-end quarter- 
|hour transcribed programs starring 
Tommy Riggs and Betty Lot. For- 
mat has already been worked out 
and first programs will be cut this 
week. ° 

Riggs will continue in the char- 
|acter he’s already established on a 
inumber of network commercial 
stints, featuring as before his imagi- 
nary little girl. Scripting is being 
done by Ed King, KDKA staff writer 
whose summer replacement comedy, 
“King for a Minute,” was a click on 
that-station this year. He’s also 
doing a role in the show along with 
Stephanie Diamond, local radio 
actress who was on NBC with the 
late Joe Penner a decade ago. 


hioss 


Lehman (370), 
Donald Bain, 


orge 














Durr 
Continued from page 27 
tained in the record, and it is wholly 
improper for anyone to attempt to 
influence it to make its decisions 
other than on the basis of the rec- 
ord.” 

Paraphrasing samples of several 
FBI radio reports, he declared: “It 
is of little help to the Commission 
to be informed that an applicant 
was in 1944, at the height of the war, 
reported by an unidentified source 
as being in contact with another un- 
identified individual who was sus- 
pected of possible pro-Russian ac- 
tivity, or that an applicant has been 
reported by an unidentified source 
to have been a member of the com- 
mittee to greet the late president 
of a large labor union, or that an 
applicant spoke at a testimonial din- 
ner for the retiring president of a 
lawyer’s organization, etc.” 

The FCC member obviously had 











"| his tongue in his cheek when he 


added: “In view of its many other 
| heavy responsibilities, therefore, I 
| think the FBI might well be relieved 
of thesburden of forwarding to the 
Commission, confidentially and by 
| Special messenger, the published 
‘programs of meetings at which 
| broadcasters, radio commentators 
/and others are speakers.” Durr said 
such meetings are usually well cov- 
ered by the press. 





SAMMY SOLO’S WHN SHOW 

Sammy Solo, armless war vet re- 
cently spotlighted Arthur Godfrey’s 
Talent Scouts CBS program, has 
| been signed for a series of Saturday 
afternoon programs on WHN (N-.Y.). 

Solo, who sings and is a protege 
of Ham Fisher, the cartoonist, will be 
heard Saturdays from 4:45 to 5 p.m. 
starting Dec. 20. Joel Herron’s or- 
chestra will provide musical back- 
| ground, 





. 
Se aseall 
, 
Cloak-and-dagger boys will take over the Radio Writers Guild’s shop- 
talk session tomorrow (Thurs.) night at~ Holland House, N. Y. Writer 
Robert Arthur will wield the gavel in a discussion with Robert Newman, 
who scripts “Murder at Midnight;’ Frank Telford of Young & Rubicam, 
who directs “Molle Mystery Theatre,” and Milton Lewis, author of “The 


Thin Man” and “Inner Sanctum,” participating. 
Seminars start at 8:30 and are open to anyone interested in radio writing. 





The AFM need look for little cooperation from AFRA or the tech- 
nician groups of the IBEW and NABET if aid is sought in its current net- 
work re-negotiations. For having always lone-wolfed its way the AFM 
will find itself in exactly that position—unlesg advancing solid guarantees 
of future mutual assistance to the others. Its frequently stated non-inter- 
ference—nearer bordering on non-interest, as well—policy when others 
cast huhgry glances is a thorn to AFRA and IBEW. AFM also once crossed 
NABET lines in Los Angeles, aneunforgotten incident. Similarly, Petrillo 
once sought platter-spinning engineers in his group, bucking IB. In L.A. 
the AFM has also failed to join others in the Council of Broadcast Guilds 
and Unions, and more recently let it be known that AFRA’s then bustling 





network negotiations were none of its affair and would get no official 
backing. 
One additional resolution adopted at the last American Federation of 


Radio Artists convention, not included in the summary in last week’ 
| Variety of the various resolutions, called forthe national board to report 
to the locals “as soon as possible” on the status of the following resolu- 
| tions of the previous (1946) convention: (a) dance remotes, (b) interim 
conferezice of locals, (c) unity with the American Federation of Labor 
and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, (d) active and 
associate membership, (e)- operation of national board being referred to 
planning committee, (f) ruling that delegates and alternates be present 
at all caucuses of locals, (g) national health and welfare program, (h) 
uniform local caucus procedure, (i) publication of a brochure on the 
history of AFRA, (j) new members, (k) national insurance for members 
(1) blanket contract covering all owned and operated stations. The na- 
tional board has taken no action on the resolution. 





It took intervention by Howard Hughes to fix it so Donald Buka could 
appear on Alan Ladd’s NBC show from Hollywood Sunday, Nov. 23 and 
reach N. Y. in time to rehearse for last Sunday’s (30) “True Detective 
Mysteries” on Mutual. Buka had finished making retakes on Hughes’ film, 
“Vendetta,” when director Richard Sanville asked him to appear on the 
NBC airer. Buka was eager to work again with Sanville, who directed 
him for a year and a half in “The Sparrow and the Hawk” from N. Y,, 
but he had train reservations to leave the Coast ahead of broadcast time. 
A call to Hughes, who’s headman of TWA airlines, did the trick. Buka 
got a seat on a plane leaving 25 minutes after the broadcast. He made 
it by having a car rush him from studio_to airport. 





Coast Collarites Vote 
Closed Shop at CBS, NBC 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Office Employees International 
Union, Local 174, white collar. work- 
ers, voted 81 to 7 for a closed shop 
at CBS and NBC. Election was con- 
ducted by D. W. Sargent of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, as re- 

quired by the Taft-Hartley Law. 


Union's current contract expires 
|Dec. 31. Negotiations for a new con- 
tract will be started this week by 
Max Krug, union business repre- 
sentative. 














| Editorial 


Continued from page 27 





coming hearing the Commission is 
interested in determining whether 
any editorialization is consistent with 
the licensee’s obligation to operate 
in the public interest; and, if so, 
whether any limitations or condi- 
tions for the expression of the li- 
censee’s objective opinions are ad- 
visable or necessary to insure the 
maintenance of a system in which 
all sides of controversial issues are 
to be afforded a fair and equal op- 
portunity for the presentation of 
their particular viewpoints.” 

So far, only a handful of would-be 
witnesses have signed up to testify. 
These include: Nathan- Straus, 
WMCA; Robert Leigh, former head 








Boston—Thomas H. Dunn, long- 
time account exec with the Harry 








Frost agency, Boston, has joined staff 
of WCOP (ABC) as sales rep. Will 
concentrate on local stuff. 


of the Commission 6n Freedom of 
the Press; Joseph Beirne, head of 
the Communications Workers Union; 
| the “Voice of Freedom” Committee; 
The Progressive Citizens of Amer- 
ica and: the American Civil 
Liberties Union. NAB, in addition to ! 
a strong showing by broadcasters, 
hopes to put*top spokesmen of the 
publishing and pix fields on the 
stand. Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. prexy, John S. Knight for the 
publishers, and other members of 
NAB “Freedom of Expression” Com- 
mittee have given informal commit- 
ments to appear. 











UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
M-G-M—"On the Island With You” 

“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Memphis—Harold F. Walker, sales | 
manager for WISH, Indianapolis, has | 
joined WMPS, Memphis, as commer- 


clal manager. 
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KGO at 50,000 Watts 


Most Powerful Station 
On Pacific Coast / 


The new KGO transmitter, on the air Decem- 
ber 1, emits a signal of well over 100,000 watts in 
the San Francisco Bay area! Thus, it completely 
BLANKETS one of the nation’s richest, most 
important markets. | 

In addition, literally thousands of new radio 
families all over the West Coast can now tune in 
this great new station. Its signal extends all the 
way from the Columbia River to the Mexican 
border. : | 

Don’t overlook KGO in YOUR spot sales plans 
for 1948! And don’t delay — because time on the 
West Coast’s most powerful station won’t wait! 
Call the ABC representative in your city — today. 


AB : SPOT SALES 
DIVISION 


American Broadcasting Company 


New York Chicago San Francisco 
33 West 42nd St. Civic Opera Bldg. "155 Montgomery St. 
Los Angeles ... 1440 Highland Ave. ¢ Detroit... Stroh Bldg. 
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Dodgers Ask 1006 


Causing Ford, GF to Reconsider BR. 


Brooklyn Dodgers have upped 
their asking price for television 
rights to alk home games in 1948 to 
$100,000, double the amount paid 
last year. Dodgers’ price, though 


not nearly as high as the $300,000 
package deal set by the 1, ER. F 
Yankees two weeks ago, offers fur- 
ther indication of the baseball club 


owners’ feeling that tele will be 
worth far more than radio in a few 
years and that now is the time to 
get in on the gravy. 

It’s believed the Dodgers’ asking | 
price includes only rights to the 
games, unlike the Yankees deal with | 
Ballantine’s,". which calls for the 
services of Mel Allen, and Russ} 
Hodges to double on the radio and 
video commentary. Fact that both 
teams won their respective league 
pennants last year is believed to 
have figured to a large extent in 


the price increase. Ford and Gen- 
eral Foods, which co-sponsored the 
Dodger games last seasen over CBS 
tele, are reportedly set back by the 
Dodger boost and are taking their 
time in deciding» whether to repact 
for 1948. 

Considerable doubt has arisen in 
the industry, meanwhile, over the 
wisdom of having Allen and Hodges 
take a crack at handling both radio 
and tele commentary simultaneous- 
ly. Broadcasters are agreed that the 
two are among the top sports an- 
nouncers in the business but believe 
the basic differences in the two 
media will prevent them from doing 
a top job on éither. 

For radio, it’s pointed out, the an- 
neuncer must give a rapid-fire play- 


by-play account, making certain the | 


viewless listeners get all the color 
and intricate byplay of the game. 
With tele cameras on the _ spot, 
however, such fulsome commentary 
may be far more than necessary for 
the televiewers. If the commenta- 
tators tried to compromise between 
the two media by cutting down on 
their wordage, then it’s believed the 
radio listeners would be left out in 
the cold. 


Broadcasters also point out that 
tele cameras often have their lenses 
turned on the crowds during the 
game for color shots. It would be 
too bad, they say, if this happened 
while the announcer was still try- 
ing to fill in the radio listeners with 
more detail on a play, or was talk- 
ing about any other action that 
might have preceded the _ shot. 
Yankee management, however, is 
reported determined to go ahead 
with the experiment. 


_@ vocal recording. 





Roger Bower, Director. 


shine and cast, become songwriters. 


for Tele Rights, 


a 


Williams’ 1-Acter on Tele 


shows in 
American National 


cooperation with 
Theatre 





Ellis Fumbles 
N. Y. World-Telegram staffer 
Edward Ellis gave television 
broadcasters their laugh of the 
week in his recently-concluded 
series on video by reviving the 
old color vs. black and white 





fight. 
Discussing RCA’s all-electronic 
color process, Ellis remarked 
| about how much better an ac- 
! companying shot of a football 
game would have been if it had 
been viewed on an RCA color 
receiver. Game, though, was 
one aired by CBS, leaders of the 
opposition against RCA in the 


color argument. 








minutes before the show was ready 
to take air Sunday (30) night. 


Gold Watches,” was scheduled to 
start at 8:30 p.m. NBC engineers 
worked on the camera until 9:15 
but couldn’t get it fixed, so the sta- 
tion finally resumed broadcasting 
with a film show. Play has been re- 


night. 








‘BBC BEEF VS. WEFM 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 


Chi FM station WEFM was inter- 
ifering with telecasts in southern 
England was welcomed here last 
'week by E. F. McDonald, prexy of 
|Zenith Radio Corp. and owner of 
|WEFM. Complaint bolsters Mc- 
|Donald’s long-held contention that 
| the 50mec band should be exclusively 
allotted to FM. 

McDonald first announced that the 
only way to prevent interference 
with English tele would be for 
i “every other radio service through- 
}out the world to shut down and get 
|off those frequencies.” Later, how- 
lever, he said that WEFM tempo- 
|rarily would operate at hours when 
| English tele was not in use. He 
lalso attributed the interference to 
| extrenie sunspot activity, which will 
}not recur until 1958. 


Kools to Pick Up Tab 
For Chi’s Video Cagers 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
| (Kools) will sign the check for 
| Was telecasts of Saturday night 
|college basketball doubleheaders 
| here, starting Dec. 13. Home town 
ball bouncing will be done by De 
{Paul and Northwestern UWniversi- 
ties. 

Sponsor will use quartet of ani- 








mated Kool penguins in one-minute 
film commercials prepared by Tele- 
vision Advertising Productions. Rus- 


sel M. Seeds is the agency. 


PAT BALLARD Presents 


“THE SONG WRITING MACHINE” 


(From The Guild Theatre) 
STARTING DECEMBER 6TH 


On WOR-MUTUAL Every Saturday Night 


9:30 P.M., EST 
With 


UNCLE JIM HARKINS, JOHN WINTERS, ALAN HOLT, PAT BALLARD 
Elliot Jacobi, Arr. 


During which 2 members of the studio audience, with the assistance of above ma- 
The listening audience hears the songs a few 
minutes after they are written and the following week a completed song based upon 
titles and lyric ideas submitted by the listeners is performed. All songs published by 
Pat Batiard Music (ASCAP); contestants receive 100 copies, a royalty contract and 


Management: GALE, INC. (Mitchell Benson) 


NOTE:—’The Pat Ballard Song Writing Machine” Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. Machine Pat. Pending. Program Copyright 1947 


EXCLUSIVE FM BOOST 


BBC complaint to the FCC that | Show. 


ring Leo G. Carroll and featuring 
many of the original Broadway cast. 
Web and the Guild ran into difficul- 
ties when it was discovered that 
20th-Fox, which produced the “Ap- 
ley” film, owned tele rights to the 
Twentieth okayed it for 
| video, however, and NBC is ready 
ito go. 


TBA SETTING UP 1-DAY 
N. Y. INDUSTRY CLINIC 


One-day television clinic tees off 
inext Wednesday (10) at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., under the 
aegis of the Television Broadcasters 











Assn., with TBA members from 12 
states expected to attend. All ses- 
sions except the awards luncheon 
will be open only to TBA members, 
in order to permit the tele officials 
to kick around freely the problems 
confronting the industry. 
Highlighting the clinic, in addition 
to the awards, will be a demonstra- 
tion of the Bell System’s new micro- 
wave link between N. Y. and Bos- 
ton; talks by three Eastman en 
gineers on rapid processing of film 
for video and recording of tele 
images on film for transcription pur- 
poses, and election of directors and 
officers of TBA. J. R. Poppele, 
veepee of WOR, N. Y., is current 
prexy. Paul Raibourn, Paramount 
veepee, will chairman the awards 
lunch, 





Philadelphia—Alan Scott has been 
added to staff of KYW, replacing 
Robert Warren, who Monday (1) 
joined the NBC staff in New York. 
Seott, Navy veteran, is handling the 
“Man on the Street” program. 











Hits Camera Trouble Snag 


NBC television's big buildup for 
the start of a series of dramatic 
the 
and 
Academy went for naught, when a 
studio camera conked out a few 


Show, a one-acter by Tennessee 
Williams, titled “Last of My Solid 


scheduled for tomorrow (Thursday ) 


If another camera doesn’t do a 
last-minute conk, meanwhile, NBC 
on Sunday (7) will air the second 
in its series of plays done in coop- 
leration with the Theatre Guild. | 
Show is “Late George Apley,” star- 
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NBC Falls m Line 


Way the usually non-committal NBC executives have gone out on 
several limbs recently to plug television is believed to point up as 
much as anything else the rapid expansion already made or expected 
to be made in the immediate future by video. Until now, NBC top- 
pers have been noted for their aversion to making optimistic predic- 
tions but that has’nt prevented them from boosting tele to the skies. 

Veepee over tele Frank E. Mullen has emerged as the chief crystal. 
gazer for the web. Already committed to the boast that tele would 
represent a capital investment of more than $6,000,000,000 within five 
years, Mullen declared on the “Hi Jinx” radio show last week that a 
tele hookup between N. Y. and Chicago by the end of 1948 is a “good 
possibility.” He also repeated an earlier statement that tele would 
be available to 22,000,000 viewers in the country next year and that a 
N. Y.-Hollywood link should be in operation by 1950. 























Continued from page 24 
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the No. 6 video channel, will spend 
$150,000 on the station and locate 
its studios at the Hotel Monteleone. 
Second bid for Atlanta, Ga., within 
the past week arrived from the Con- 
stitution Publishing Co., licensee of 
WSB, asking for the No. 2 slot. 
First bid came in from the Fort 
Industry Co., licensee of WAGA 
there, several days ago. 

Fort Industry also filed last week 
for uncontested tele channel 5 in 
Miami, Fla., to bulwark operation of 
its standard broadcast station WGBS. 
Company already holds video per- 
mits in Detroit and Toledo. 

Memphis Eyes Early Start 
Memphis, Dec. 2. 

Television for Memphis 
1948 was promised by officials of 
WMC, The Commercial Appeal sta- 
tion, after the FCC gave approval 


ie late last week to the local NBC out- 


let for the first video setup in the 
midsouth. 
Construction has already begun 
on the transmitter - building for the 
new television station on Thomas 
Road near Five Points northeast of 
the city and on the 1750-foot tower 
which is to loft antennae for WMC, 
WMC-FM and the tele station. 
Henry Slavick, general manager, 
said the antenna has been ordered 
and will be en route to Memphis 
within 30 days. The Chicago-New 
Orleans coaxial cables are being 
laid now, he said, but will not be 
prepared to bring outside ‘ tele- 
vision programs to Memphis for 
about 18 months. However, WMC 
expects to preceed with its own 


television feature as soon as facili- 
ties are installed. 

Tele station is expected to be as- 
signed the call letters WMC-T or 
WMC-TV. Service is promised a 
radius of 40. miles, employing 13,600 
watts visual and 7,120 aural. 





4 A’s Ban 


Continued from page 24 
commercial perfection after years of 
research on it by engineers from 
Eastman Kodak, DuMont and NBC, 
is a specially-devised camera that 
takes pictures on film off the face 
of a video tube. It was such a 
camera that made possible NBC's 
{airing films of the British royal wed- 
ding within 29 hours after the event 
occurred. With little likelihood of 
coast-to-coast network facilities be- 
ing established before 1950, many 
broadcasters had planned on using 
the device to can their live studio 
|shows on i6m film and then air- 
freight the film to affiliate stations 
throughout the country. 

Such film, it’s been claimed, would 
serve all the purposes that are 
served by electrical transcriptions of 
radio shows. It would furnish a per- 
manent record of a program in case 
of legal entanglements and would 
give actors and directors a chance 
to study their work before the video 
cameras. 


Auto Firms 


Continued from page 24 
plugs, manufacturers are also con- 
sidering sponsorship on a_ partici- 
pation basis by local dealers. Ford 
has led the way in this form of ad- 
vertising also, making its plugs in 
most instances between the car itself 
and the service offered by dealers. 
Already interested enough in such a 
deal to start negotiations with vari- 
ous of the N. Y. broadcasters are 
both Packard and General Motors. 
Most manufacturers had a taste of 
video advertising last year via a 
film especially produced for .the 
Automobile Manufacturers’ Assn. by 
ABC tele. Film obtained good re- 
sults when aired over several tele 
outlets, paying off in both viewer 
interest and the exira baiiyhoo 
usually available because of tele’s 
novelty status with most of the 

















press and the public. 









CBS’ remote cameras, under the 
direction of Frances Buss, on the 
; spot. Set was obviously no problem 
and the integration of plugs for 
| Sondra Brand Products on sale in 
| the store, was ‘a natural. Occasional 
glimpses of the storekeeper stand- 
ing around with his hands in his 
pockets were funny but the number 
of shoppers attracted to the store 
must have paid off in plenty of 
extra sales. 

Camera work was a fairly easy 
job in such a concentrated locale, 
with the lensers having little more to 
do than point their cameras at the 
proceedings. What with the bulky 
cables trailing around among the 
erowds of curious women, the lensers 
made out well. Stal. 


. 
during | THE BELLS 


With Maurice Franklin, Abby Lewis, 
William Kune, Susan Therne, Pat 
Fay, Don Roeper, William Marceau 

Writer: Henry Irving 

Director: Kay Emery 

Producer: Beb Emery 

30 Mins.; Wed. (26), 7:30 p.m. 

WABD-Dumont, N. Y. 

“The Bells” can be written off as 
one of the ‘ fantile works of the 
infant art of television. In its writ- 
ing, thesping, settings, conception 
and execution, this half-hour dramat 
resembled nothing so much as the 
nickelodeon fare during the cinema’s 
earliest days. apoerenty, despite 
the 30 years of film producing ex- 
perience and 25 years of refinement 
in radio techniques, the new medium 
of video will have to find its own, 
building up from amateurishness to 
a level of professional showmanship. 

Failure of this particular program 
can be defined not in terms of its 
specific weaknesses but in its readi- 
ness to accept uncritically all of the 
shopworn cliches already discarded 
by the films and radio. 

Played without conviction, story 
was an unimaginative takeoff on the 
crime-and-punishment theme which 
was expanded without substance or 
movement. Locale was France in the 
1830's, with Ter content character be- 
ing a res ed bourgeois who had 
killed a rich traveler years back and 
who was haunted consequently by 
the ringing of bells in his ears. 

In lead role, Maurice Franklin 
was compelled to use such a hoary 
levice as a sotto voce aside to con- 
vey his s . Besides the retelling 
via flashback of the murder inci- 
dent, there was little to this dramat 
except some childish use of hypno- 


tism and awkward postur b 
members of the cast. oe... . 





Producer: Ernest Wa 
30 Mins.; Tues. 7:30 
GIMBEL BROS. 
WPTZ, Philly 

Children make good video materi- 
al. That was shown forcibly in this 
one-shot, half-hour segment from 
Gimbel Bros. dept. stere ‘Toyland, 
when the camera was trained on 
WIP announcer Howard Jones 
garbed as Kris Kringle doing the 
Whattya Want for as” routine 
with a long string of moppets. 

Their answers and wide-eyed re- 
oapon to the Beard made good view- 
ing not only for children in the tele 
ga but for grewnups, too. It 

cute, corny perhaps, but in line 

with the Xmas spirit. “ig 

There were no commercials but it 
was made plain that the telecast was 
coming from Gimbel’s and that 
, Parents could fulfill most of the 
desires of their kids right at the 

Shal. 
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CONCERTS 
1946-1947 
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{2 Concerts) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Detroit, Michigan 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Amarillo, Texas 
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ELE OSCE 
Hollywood Bowl, 


Hollywood, California 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 
Bimidji, Minnesota 
Everglades Club, 
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NARBA Closes Shop in Cuba; Blocks 


Moves to Upset 


Washington, Dec, 2. 


The engineering conference laying 
the groundwork for a new North 
Regional Broadcasting 
Assn. treaty prepared to close shop 
in Hayana this week, having suc- 


cessfully squelched several moves to 
upset present radio allocations in 
any of the countries signatory to 


American 


NARBA. 


Last week’s session was punctuated 
by the refusal of the Cuban and U. S. 
delegates to permit discussion of a 


Mexican proposal which would re- 


quire shifting of all U. S. stations on |: 
the 980kc and 630ke channels to the | 
The Mexi- | 
lower channels for 
use as clear-channels south of the 
border to give them wider cover- 
There are 


1,220 and 1,570ke bands, 
canos want the 


age outside the big cities. 
eight U. S. outlets, including WMAL, 


Washington, on the 630kc slot and | 
seven operating on 980kc (including 


KMBC, Kansas City, Mo.; WRC, 
Washington, KFWB, Los Angeles, 
etc.). 


Both Cuba and Mexico indicated 
opposition to a present treaty pro- 
vision preventing location of any 
stations within 650 miles of the bor- 
der when that particular channel is 
in use by a neighboring country. 

The Mexicans wanted some of 
their clear channels protected from 
interference all the way to the Cana- 
dian border “to permit broadcasting 
to Mexican subjects within the 
5 8 ie | Bag 





Balto.’s 6th Station 
Baltimore, Dec. 2. 

A sixth AM station was added to 
the local radio front with the open- 
ing of WSID -here this week. Operat- 
ing in nearby suburb, Essex, on a 
daytime schedule on 1570 kilocycles 
at 1,000 watts, the new layout is 
headed up by Sidney H. Tinley, Jr., 
local insurance and real estate oper- 
ator with A. C. Goldbach, formerly 
of WCBM here, acting as general 
manager and chief engineer. 

Raymond Kay is program director 
and Armand Terl, commercial man- 
ager. 


“HIRES TO YA‘ 


FOR THIRD YEAR 
ON CBS 








Existing Allocations 
| WEIL Donates Recorder 
To U.ofP. for Teaching Aid 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 


A wire recorder has been pre- 
sented to the Univ. of Pennsylvania 
by WFIL to facilitate the use of 
radio programs in classroom instruc- 
tion. Presentation on behalf of 
| WFIL was made by Walter H. An- 
nenberg, publisher of the Inquirer, 
|to Dr. Reese D. James, director of 
journalism courses at the university. 

Dr. James said 
record programs off the air with the 
device, and then play them back for 
| further study by the students. The 
recorder is the most recent model of 
| the engineering products division of 
RCA, 











2-Day N.Y. Origination 
For ‘Morning Matinee’ 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 


“Morning Matinee,” full - hour 
morning program starring Ruth 


Lyons and Frazier Thomas, originat- 
ing at Cincy’s WLW and also aired 
over WINS, N. Y., 8:30 a.m., will go 
to N.Y. for two days origination 
Friday and Saturday (5-6) at WINS. 
Each year Miss Lyons devotes sev- 
eral days to collecting funds for hos- 
pitals, in cooperation with the United 
Hospital Fund drive, and N. Y. pro- 
ceeds will go to the Hospital for 
Special Surgery. Show is sponsored 
by Rem, Woodbury Soap, Hi-mac 
Candy and Robin Hood Flour. 


he planned to | 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 30 


was so-so. Garfield’s thought se- 
quence (in a sound chamber) 
weren't any too intelligible. Marion's 
script was crisp and professional. 
Perhaps one time is as good as 
another to air such a show—no one 
likes to contemplate the possibilities 
of cancer striking himself or his 
loved ones—but this unhappy epi- 
sode (which left the father dying 
despite NCF help) was particularly 
hard to stay with after a pleasant 
Thanksgiving repast. Doan. 





SUNDAY AT 4:30 

| With Boston Symphony, 

| Fiedler, conductor 

| Producer: Jack Wright 

| 30 Mins.; Sun, 4:30 p.m. 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

| WBZ, Boston; WBZA, Spfd. 

(B. B. D. & O.) 
top-ranking live 

its fourth year 


Arthur 


show, 
and 


Boston’s 
this one’s in 
gaining 
every season. 

Format is straight music of the 
light classical variety played by the 
famed Boston Pops orchestra under 
Arthur Fiedler, though it’s never 
billed as the Pops orchestra due to 
contractual agreement with Sym- 
phony Hall. Actually, the summer 
Pops concerts use about a dozen 
more men, but this radio ensemble 
has all the power and liveliness of 
the bigger group, and Fiedler’s name, 
long one of the most potent in this 
field, hypos the interest. 

Up until this season “Sunday at 
4:30” has been a production using 
the Opera House with a-live audi- 
ence of 3,000, but now it’s in WBZ's | 
studio A sans audience. Reason for | 
change, mainly, is that same audi- | 
ence turned up each week, but 
there’s a considerable scaling in 
former $155,000 budget, too. New 
note this year is the Youth Oppor- 
tunity auditions, which brought in 




















“Big Sister’ 


Continued from page 25 








age soap opera fan is a lower mid- 
die class housewife and that the so- 
cial themes of “Big Sister” conform 
with ideas of people in this cate- 
gory. The study indicates that 
through use of other sets of social 
themes, serials could penetrate to the 
upper middle class, comprising 15% 
of the population. In other wards, 
there’s room for Park Avenue operas, 
advertising luxury items. 

Some portions of the report mere- 
ly verify what agencymen and pro- 
grammers have suspected: all along. 
It was found,' for example, that “so- 
cial significance and improvement” 
must be secondary; that listeners 
identify personal problems with 
those of soap opera characters; that 
realistic treatment of basic sociologi- 
cal and psychological themes must 
be avoided; and that men must be 
portrayed as dependent on the wis- 
dom of the wife and mother. 

Study was directed by two U. of 
Chicago professors, W. Lloyd War- 
ner, sociologist, and William E. Hen- 
| ry, psychologist, retained as consult- 
ants by Social Research. Contract 
with CBS stipulated that the network 
was to have no hand in directing the 
survey and that the results would be 
published whether good or bad. 

On the basis of the study Social 
Research claims that it can now doc- 
tor ailing soapers and pre-test the 
acceptability of new ones. 





about 500 applications for soloists 
with the orchestra. Judges picked 14 
to appear on the 30-week season, 
and those who've appeared so far 
demonstrated plenty of big time 
talent in arias, concerto movements, 
etc. 

Fiedler, with a genius for pro- 
gramming, fills the 30-minute spot 
with sock’ standards plus novelties, 
revivals and the Strauss waltzes he’s 
famous for, and the studio set-up 
sounds fine. Commercials are held 
to a minimum and are institutional 
in tone, and there’s a two-minute 
description of various bank activi- 
ties in the middle. 

Streeter Stuart, WBZ ace an- 
nouncer, handles the commercial 
chore as well as the musical com- 
mentary. As the top local airer, 
this bank job rates with the top 
national musical slots, and gets a 
big Hooper in the area. A slickly 
produced job. Elie. 


APPOINTMENT WITH JOANNE 
TAYLOR | 

With Helen Tait, Kay Arnold 

Producer: Gene Dennis 

Director: Eddie Edwards 

Writer: Sylvia Walinow 

15 Mins.; Mon. thru Sat., 9 a.m. 

TAYLOR DEPARTMENT STORE 

KMBC, Kansas City 


(Potts, Caulkins & Holden) 
Joanne Taylor has an established 
rep as radio saleslady for the John 
Taylor store in Kansas City. The 
program originated with Caroline 
Ellis as Joanne over 14 years ago, 


and the show has been on at the 
same time, on the same station, fdr 
the same sponsor ever since, with a 
number of changes in the lead, Re- 
cently the Taylor store was bought 
up by R. H. Macy, and a change was 
called for in the radio quarter hour. 

Heretofore the show has been an 
attempt to bring the listener in for 
a look across the desk of Miss Tay- 
lor as a fashion buyer for the store. 
The new format, began several weeks 
ago, apparently aims at broadening 
this sccpe, leaving out details of 
store operation, and concentrating 
on the fashion angle and local news 
of interest to women. 

Show opens with comments on 
news items and follows with an- 
nouncements of club news. This 
takes less than five minutes, and 
balance of the show is devoted to 
fashions and houSehold goods for 
sale in the Taylor store, making the 
show over 50% commercial. Cur- 
rently the show is using a daily 
prize letter comeon, with the writer 
of the winning letter—asking Miss 
Taylor a question of interest to wom- 
en—getting a surprise gift from the 
store stocks. 

Current edition of the show is far 
behind its predecessors, with notice- 
able gaps in both production and 
performance. A lot of dough, by lo- 
cal standards, is being spent to 
create a radio show with the equiv- 
alent appeal of a Charm or Vogue 
article, and the result is too glossy. 
Miss Tait in the name role is stiff 
and formal, and the scripting needs 
some down-to-earth lacing together. 
As it stands the show is aloof and up- 
stage and beyond the outlook of the 
average Kansas City housewife. 

There’s a deal of work to be done 





Pat Ballard’s ‘Bushel’ 
Insurance Vs. Petrillo 


Pat Ballard, who starts a new 
WOR-Mutual show, “The Song Writ- 
ing Machine” Dec. 6 (9:30 p.m.), has 
non-music package ready in case the 
Petrillo musician ban jerks his pro- 
gram. New show is tagged “A Bushel 
of Fun” and entails an audience- 
participation game called “Vice Ver- 
sa,” also invented by Ballard. 

Cast will include Robert Denton 
(NBC announcer-m.c.), Alan Holt 
Trio (vocal; no instryments), and a 
comedian guest star. Lew Lehr 
(“Stop Me if You’ve Heard This 
One”), is pencilled in for first guest- 
shot. Ballard says the show gives 
away “bushels of prizes” yet is a 
low-budget package in line with the 
new economy wave in radio-packag- 
ing. Pat Ballard Music Corp. is titu- 
lar owner and producer of the show, 
with Gale, Inc., to do the huck- 





in prestige and audience |] 
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| Nielsen 


| Continued from page 28 








rankings “without an undue amount 
of bickering...” 

The press has been needling Niel- 
sen for months to release rankings 
similar to Hooper’s Top 15, but his 
answer, as of last year, was that 
NRI’s attorneys had counselled the 
firm against it on the grounds that 
Nielsen might lay itself open to law- 
suit for possibly adversely affecting 
the sponsorship of certain programs. 
When it was pointed out that Hooper 
seemed to get in no trouble doing 
so, Nielsen wryly replied that his 
firm “had more to lose” by such an 
action. 

Nielsen only hinted at this in yes- 
terday’s announcement, saying “Our 
total investment in the development 
of NRI service is now approaching 
the $5,000,000 mark, and with our 
current NRI operations still a long 
way from a break-even basis, we 
have an understandable reluctance 
to give away a part of that which 
we have to sell!” He added, further- 
more, that he wasn’t anxious to “ag- 
gravate the chronic radio industry 
ailment of ‘RATINGITIS’.” 

But, he added, with NRI withhold- 
ing its data, “the entire industry has 
available to it only a form of rating 
which is inaccurate in concept and 
inadequate in coverage,” a situation 
which Nielsen agreed was intoler- 
able. 

At the same time, he was ready to 
admit—in fact, to stress—that ratings 
aren't everything. One needs the 
“far more comprehensive ‘Analysis’ 
data which comprise the bulk of the 
NRI research operation” to deter- 
mine how to improve a program, 
either audience-wise or sales-wise, 
Nielsen said. 

Four types of Top’ 20 ranking, day 
and night, were released by the re- 
searcher. They were “Total Audi- 
ence,” “Average Audience,” “Cumu- 
lative Audience” (covering a four- 
week period), and “NRI Homes Per 
Dollar.” Fourth named tabulation 
was easily the most potent eye- 
catcher, although the wide discrep- 
ancies in the Top 20 by Total Audi- 
ence as compared with Hooper’s list 
caused raised eyebrows. - 

Interesting to note was the. fact 
that “in the interest of fair play,” 
Nielsen confined his evening listings 
to half-hour, once-weekly shows 
(i. e, “Theatre Guild” was not 
eligible) and daytime shows to 15- 
minute strips. 

Top 20 listings released by Nielsen 
have the same belatedness charac- 
teristic of the hitherto fully confi- 
dential NRI reports. Rankings re- 
leased yesterday were for the sec- 
ond half of October. 


Fadiman’s Educ’! Shows 


Clifton Fadiman has recorded two 
half-hour programs for a>» special 
educational series for the Great 
Books Foundation of the Univ. of 
Chicago. The shows, dramatizations 
on the career of the Athenian his- 
torian, Thucydides, are for distribu- 
tion to stations throughout the mid- 
west, to be performed gratis. 

The “Information, Please” m.c. did 
the shows through his friendship 
with Robert M. Hutchins, chancellor 
of the Univ. of Chicago. 








Washiagton—Local watter WWDC 
has made a tie in with Washington’s 
13 police stations ¢o aid the radio 
outlet’s “Good Neighbor Christmas 
Party” for the Home for Aged and 
Infirm here. All the precincts will 
serve as collection posts for gifts for 
the 450 aged men and women of the 
institution. WWDC will periodically 
collect the presents and deliver them. 
The radio station will also operate a 
collection booth of its own at Con- 


{| I'll Tell One,” 








‘SUPER SLEUTH’ AS LIVE 
SHOW FOR WEEWATTERS 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Attempt to interest weewatters in 
staging live dramatic shows will be. 
gin in December when Jack Straus- 
berg Productions, Chicago, markets 
a new “Super Sleuth” series. Scripts 
for the program will be leased to 
stations for production by home- 
town talent, idea being that local 
thespians will provide a welcome 
change from the usual disk and 
transcribed fare. 

Scripts call for a maximum of 
three actors, but they also can be 
produced as a one-man show. Pro. 
motion includes comic book tieins, 
comic strips, premiums and possibly 
film shorts. Art work will be 
handled by Strausberg, who has il- 
lustrated the Bob Hope books and 
several syndicated features. 

Firm already {fs marketing “Now 
one-man script series 
sponsored on southern stations by 





Lane-Rexall drugs through the 
Chase agency, Atlanta. 
Detroit — Goodwill Station, Ine. 


(Detroit’s 50,000-watt WJR) is pay- 
ing a 10c year-end dividend in addi- 
tion to its regular 25c. for the quar- 


terly dividend, President G. A. 
Richards announced, bringing the 
year’s earnings to $1.10 on 518.000 


shares of stock. This regular and ex- 
tra dividend will be payable Dec. 15. 
















AMAZING! 
NEW! 
PORTABLE 


PUBLIC 
ADDRESS 
SYSTEM 


Nothing te 
Plug in... 
Nothing te 
Just Pick up 
the Mike and 
Tak. 2... 





NO WIRES TO CONNECT 


Meet practically every need with 
thie powertul, fully pertable, battery 
operated Public Address System. Ex- 
cellent sound amplification. Unit 
weighe only 12 pounds. Can be used 
anywhere—walking, standing, riding. 
The Siitronic Company, Point Bidg., Pgh., Pa. 








| The Siitronic Co. 

| Point Building, Pgh., Pa., Dept. N 

| I'm interested in the Siltronic Portable, Battery 

| operated Public Address System. 

| OC Send me..........cecceseePA-4's at $75.10 e2. 

i $78.10 ea. west of Rockies (complete 
with batteries). 

| OCesh OCheck OCOD. 

| © Send me descriptive literature. 
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Schaefer -Beer’s 556 
Splurge for ‘Open House’ 


Schaefer Beer has bought the 
transcribed half-hour musical show, 
“Hollywood Open House,” for New 
York, and show will bow on WNBC, 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) in the 7:30- 
8 p.m. slot. Show was bought from 
the Kermit-Raymond Co. through 
BBD&O on a 52-week basis, with 
cost estimated at $55,000 for the 
year. 

Show, which uses top Coast names 
in a variety program, has been pack- 
aged for about three years, and is 
heard on 160 stations throughout the 
U.S. This is its first airing in N. Y. 

K-M Co., incidentally, has set up 
the Ray Bloch Enterprises as its ex- 
elusive sales distribs. Separate sales 
setup is headed by Ray Bloch as 
prez and Walter Keane as veepee. 


‘Ike’s’ Bro. m Radio 


Washington, Dec. 2. 


Earl D. Eisenhower, brother of 
General “Ike,” is a 20% stockholder 
in the Pottery Broadcasting Co., 
which last week won an FCC okay 
for a new daytime kilowatt station 
in East Liverpool, O. 

Eisenhower, an official in the West 
Penn Power Co., also owns a block 
of station WESA, in his hometown 
of Charleroi, Pa. 


Petrillo 
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step an untimely crackdown from 
the NLRB and at the same time offer 
an ostensibly coneiliatory gesture 
toward the webs. What he will ask 
of the nets in return thus far is 
anybody’s guess. Web execs and 
union toppers are expected, however, 
to get down to brass tacks on the 
subjects of ‘wage scales, AM-FM du- 
plication, live music for television, 
etc, when they huddle in Chi next 
week. ’ 

Co-op music ban was lifted follow- 
ing a talk between Petrillo and ABC 
prexy Mark Weods ‘in which the 
AFM chief finally agreed “to give 
the networks a chance” to support 
their arguments that this dction 
would step up network employment 
of musicians. 

Results were immediate. ABC an- 
neunced an erch of 18 to 20 pieces 
would be installed on the Abbott & 
Costello stanza, replacing a Les Bax- 
ter chorus of 10 voices. CBS took 
steps to drop the Choristers in favor 
of an orch on the Joan Davis show. 
Mutual, using a 16-voiee group on 
“Meet Me At Parky’s,” said a house 
orch conducted by Harry Zimmer- 
man probably weuld be substituted. 
Golenpaul hired a pianist for “Info” 
for the first time since the pregram 
went co-op. Live music bridges 
were ordered for a number of shows 
on the three webs. 

Move removes what the webs have 
contended was a serious handicap 
to bigtime co-op pregramming. 





Cincinnati — Paul Dixon, disk 
jockey, added WCPO’s three man-on- 
the-street shows te his chores this 
week. Paul Hodges, the station's vet 
curbstone and depet gabber, has de- 
parted for Cleveland to become the 
handy miker for WEWS, new tele- 
vision station and Scripps-Howard 
affiliate, which bows Christmas Day 
as Ohio's first commercial video. 








Radio Hurdles Slide 
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gramming pacted during the closing 
quarter period of the year. 

Both at NBC and CBS, the nine- 
month statements reveal a decline 
of 2.3% in time sales over the same 
period last year, with Columbia 
racking up an approximate $44,500,- 
000 at the three-quarter mark, and 
NBC registering an approximate 
$48,300,000 for the January-through- 
September period. But Columbia 
says the year-end figure will be 
closer to a 1% loss, and indications 
are that at NBC it will be almost 
even-steven with last year’s billings. 

ABC grabbed itself a record nine- 
months billings of about $31,000,000, 
representing a 2.5% increase over 
last year, but checkout of Lucky 
Strike (Jack Paar) after 13 weeks 
and Eversharp’s cancellation of 
Henry Morgan will reduce the in- 
crease by the end of the year. 
Nevertheless, ABC is confident that 
its emergence into the bigtime bill- 
ings class now has a permanence 
that bodes well for the web’s future. 

No small factor in cueing the note 
of optimism around the networks 
has been the mounting list of 52- 
week renewals over the past two 
weeks upon termination of the sea- 
son’s initial 13-week cycle. _There 
were fears that a number of bank- 
rollers weren’t coming back, but 
now that the webs have hurdled the 
first 13-week hump—which many 
looked upon as the crucial cycle— 


i they’re confident of the future. 





With the exception of the Paar, 
Morgan cancellations on ABC, it’s 
been found, too, that for each exit 
there’s a new entrant standing by, 
with Ford for example, ready to 
move in when Standard Brands 
lend-leases Fred Allen; Philip Mor- 
ris taking over the Sunday night 
NBC period being vacated by Adam 
Hats, etc. 





Supreme Court Turns Down 
Case NAB Intervened In 


The U. S. Supreme Court refused 
fo- a second time last week to re- 
view a decision of the Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the first circuit de- 


nying the Coca-Cola Co. an injunc- 
tion to keep Snow Crest Beverages, 
a Massachusetts soft-drink company, 
from using the brand name “Polar 
Cola.” 

The National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers had intervened as friend of the 
court to ask the Supreme Court to 
review the ruling on the ground that 
the confusion caused by the similar- 
sounding trade names here involves 
an important principle for radio ad- 
vertisers. 





Cobb In at WAAB 
Worcester, Dec. 2. 

Richard A. Cobb has assumed the 
managership of WAAB, Mutual and 
Yankee outlet in Worcester. Cobb 
comes to WAAB from  Bestoh’s 
WNAC, key station of the Yankee 
web. Since 1944, he was daytime pro- 
duction supervisor of the Boston sta- 
tion. 


Cobb has been a radio instructor | 


at Boston University for the past 
couple of years. He sueceeds H. Wil- 
liam Koster, who goes to Providence 
to be in charge of the Providence 
Journal and Bulletin’s FM station, 
WPJB. 








Heard by most... 
| neferred by most 


in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex 
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Another Grind Show 


First performance on radio of 
Haydn’s Hurdy-Gurdy Concerto 
will be heard tomorrow (Thurs.) 
on CBS’ “Gateway to Music,” 
with the CBS Symphony con- 
ducted by Alfredo Antonini. A 
genuine hurdy-gurdy will be 
played by Harold Weinberg, 
first desk man of the second 
violins. 

Instrument, a copy of a i7th 
century model, is owned by Ed- 
win A, Fleischer of Philadelphia, 
who had it specially built to play 
this work. Whether the hurdy- 
gurdy grinder can keep in tune 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Pittsburgh — Bill Kelley, who 
joined WCAE 10 years ago as a mail 
clerk, has just been appointed mer- 
chandising manager of the station. 
Recently he’s been serving as pub- 
licity director and has also found 
time since getting out of the service 


to earn a degree at Pitt. Mildred 
Sheridan, WEDO’s women’s com- 
mentator, has landed a cosmetics 


sponsor for her daily “Party Line” 
program over the McKeesport outlet. 








begin on WCAE Dec. 7 under spon- 
sorship of Chevrolet Dealers of Alle- 
gheny County. 





Rochester, N. Y.—Manager Lester 
Pollock, Loew’s, launched a “talent 
quest” in tieup with WVET and the 
Chateau night club. Three young 
men and three young women will be 
selected for the finals on Loew’s 
stage Dec. 22, when the audience 


with the orchestra is a moot Ernie Neff has won the announcer’s | will pick two winners. Reward will 
question, but critical minds— berth on Guy Lombardo’s new]|be a week’s engagement at the 
and ears—are open. transcribed radio show, which will! Chateau. 

= —p 
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Now, for the first time, one Kansas City broad- 
caster covers the entire Kansas City Trade Area 





You have many times wished one 
Kansas City broadcaster could furnish 
you complete coverage of Kansas City’s 
vast primary trade area. Your wish has 


come true! 
We at KMBC 


goes on the air. 


Note from the map how the KMBC- 
KFRM half millivolt contours envelop 
western Missouri and practically all of 
e was 
.D.B 
partment of Research 
and Information of Kansas City. This 
study (a copy will be mailed you on 
request) proved that Kansas City’s Pri- 
Trade Territory is the area shown 


Kansas. This cove 
after a study by Dr. 
rector of the 


OKLAHOMA 


proudly announce 
that on December 7th KFRM — our 
5,000 watt “First on Your Dial” (550 
KC) service for rural Kansas—officially 


other times. 


The KMBC-KFRM team is available 
to sponsors for early morning and noon 
farm service programs, also at certain 


alone is available 


during its remaining hours on the air 


planned 


ant, Di- trade territory 


in the accompanying map. 





FREE & PETERS, INC. 


—at present daytime only. 


KFRM will be programmed from 
KMBC studios, from the KMBC Serv- 
ice Farms, and from the Kansas City 
Livestock Exchange Building and other 
KMBC program sources. “Nuff said!” 


Yes, we chalk it up as another 
KMBC “First.”— First to cover a great 


by placing a transmit- 


ting station (it’s in central Kansas) a 
great distance from the trade center 
and cash in on this economical concen- 
trated trade area coverage. Ask Free 
& Peters. 








KFRM @e THE KANSAS FARM STATION IN THE HEART OF THE 


NATION e 


PROGRAMMED BY KMBC FROM KANSAS..GITY 
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Boston Bank Grants $4,000,000 Credit 
To Decca Records for ‘Expansion 





Decca Records arranged for an¢ 
unprecedented deal last week with 
the First National Bank of Boston 


fer a $4,000,000 credit to be utilized 
at any time over a six-year period. 
Money, according to Decca prez 
Jack Kapp, will be used to provide 
additional funds for expansion of 
Decca and subsidiaries. When the | 
deal was made, -between Serge 
Semenenko, veepee of the bank, | 
and Milton Rackmil, exec veepee of 
Decca, $2,000,000 was arranged to be | 
used immediately. Coin is the only | 
loan in which Decca is involved, 

incidentally, and the - company is | 
paying interest at the rate of %% | 
on the amount not being used at} 
any given time and 3% on the! 
amount withdrawn against the c1 


News of the deal excited consider- | 
able comment to the few who knew | 
about it late last week. Its com. | 
pletion was looked upon as a con- 
siderable compliment to Decca, | 
especially in view of the forthcoming | 
recording ban the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians is clamping on the 
disk industry as of Jan, 1. Too, there 
has been considerable wonder over 
the use to which the money would 
be put. Statement that it rill be 
used for “expansion and develov- 
ment” of Decca’s overall interests is 
a broad one, and it’s being wondered 
what sort of expansion could pos- | 
sibly be in the minds of Decca execs, ! 
especially in view of the AFM’s 
ban. Kapp wouldn't elaborate on the 
“expansion.” 


AKM to Get 466 
In ASCAP Coin 


Final decree signed last week by 
Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe in 
New York settled a suit brought by 
the Alien Property Custodian 
against the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
to recover $46,839 claimed due 
AKM, Austrian performing rights 
society. Money had been held in 
escrow by ASCAP pending pay- 
ment of royalty coin due it by 
AKM for use of ASCAP music in 
Austria. 


Under terms of the decree, 
ASCAP will deliver the coin it 
holds to the U. S. government, but 
in so doing the society retains the 
right to seek return of the amount 
by filling suit for recovery. Plain- 
tiff in the action was*Attorney Gen- 
eral Tom C. Clark who represented 
the government as successor to the 
Alien Property Custodian. 

ASCAP’s claim to the money -in- 
volved arises from a_ reciprocal 
agreement inked with AKM in 1933 
whereby the Austrian society col- 
lected ASCAP’s royalties in Aus- 
tria and vice versa. Society con- 
tended that AKM owes it more than 
the $46,000. 


Final decree, as signed by Judge 
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& 
Eight New Berlin Tunes 
For ‘Easter Parade’ Film 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Irving Berlin has cleffed eight new | . 


numbers for the forthcoming Metro | 
tunefilm, “Easter Parade,” which 
will include eight Berlin standards. | 
New numbers are “It Only Happens 


When I Dance With You,” “Mr 
Monotony,” “Better Luck Next | 
Time,” “Steppin’ Out ~ With My 


| Baby,” “A Couple of Swells,” “Dr um 
| Crazy,” “A Fella With an Umbrella 
and “Happy Easter.’ 


Judy Garland will do three num- 
bers, co-star Fred Astaire will terp : 
to a pair. Miss Garland and Astaire 


edit. | team for two and Astaire and Ann (ers of minor 


Miller 
one. 


Raps Hit Parade’ 
For Overlooking | 
Ballerina’ Hit’ 


Though settlement of the Warner 
Bros. music combine’s suit vs. the 
Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” called for | 
development and use of a supposedly | 


handle the remaining new 





| fool-proof system of selecting candi- 
; dates for the Saturday evening net- 


work program, squawks_ continue 
and new suits are threatened. 
moment, Redd Evans, owner of Jef- 
ferson and Valiant Music companies, 
and publisher of the hit “Ballerina,” 
jis objecting strongly to the so-called 
new system and is talking with at- 


torneys Over a possible action against 


the program. 


“Ballerina” is at the moment 


|among the first five sheet bestsellers 


in the country, is high on all per- 
formance and disk jockey request 
lists and is unquéstionably rated 
among the first five songs of the 
country by jobbers and Evans’ rival 
publishers. Yet, he cites that his song 
has not been included on the “Hit 
Parade” when it should have 
achieved such a position several 
weeks ago. Evans believes “Hit Pa- 
rade” mention helps a song, while 
many other publishers do not agree 
with this theory. 

New formula devised to spotlight 
the top tunes of the country for “Hit 
Parade” attention is undisclosed. It 
was developed by WB music group 
head Herman Starr, it’s said, and 
figured largely in the settlement of 


mula is supposed to take in record 
sales, sheet sales, etc., with the long- 
criticized “‘requests to bandleaders” 
angle discarded. 

Another company squawking a bit 
about the current “Hit Parade” list 
is Shapiro-Bernstein, whose _ song, 
“Too-Fat Polka,” is high on all lists 
excepting radio performances and 
has not achieved “Hit Parade” atten- 
tion. 





Coxe, applied only to AKM’s royalty 
coin. Government suils to recover 
royalty money due French and 
German performing rights societies 
under the alien act are still out- 
Standing. Total amount sued for 
exceeds $392,000. Also a claimant 
for the AKM money was Henry M. 
Propper, appointed receiver for 
AKM in 1941 by the N. Y. supreme 
court. A district court decision de- 
nied Propper the right to the coin, 
on the receiver's motion some time 








HIT PLATTERS 
BOOTLEGGED 


Craig’s disking of “Near 
which exploded from a 


Francis 


You,” re- 





At the | 


his action against the program. For-, 


| gional click in the Nashville area 

‘into a het disk and sheet sales hit, 
iS now one of the biggest selling | 

| recordings in recent years. But no- 
| body seems to know 
| big. There are fingers 


| reaching into the pie. Disk has al- 
|ready surpassed 1,000,000 copies, ac- 


for sure how 


too many 





| cording to Jim Bullet, owner of the | 


|previously obscure label which 
| started the tune. But even Bullet is 
| not absolutely certain of the correct 
amount. He’s got “partners.” 


| while 
| from Buffalo after 


| One of the risks run by the own- | 


labels which launch 
“Near You,” 
which the 


hits such as 


| Heart,” Vitacoustie label 


| Mrs. 
“Peg o’ My | Sol 
| Carousel, 


\1 ran into a big click earlier this year, 
and the current “How Soon,” on a | 
Tower record by Jack Owens, is the 





| bootlegging of pressings. ‘None of the | 
peer involved has sufficient facili- 


o of its own to handle the kind of | 


| production needed in order to take 
| advantage of. the 
| their’ product. They must farm pro- 
|duction out, which means in many 

cases supplying a dozen or more in- 
dependent pressing plants with mas- 
bee of the tunes from which to make 
| pressings. Nobody’s making 
| charges, but experienced 
men figure that for every 100 press- 
‘ings of such a hit pressed by some 
|of these wildcat factories a fair num- 
ber are turned out that do not get 
into shipments called for by the 
original owners of the master, but go 
|into diverse channels. Sort of a five- 
for-you one-for-me pressing idea 
with the “surplus” taking dark-alley 
avenues to: retail counters .and coin- 
|}machine use. 

Naturally, the publishers of 
;tune and the writers whistle for 
|royalties on disks dispensed in such 
|a manner. There’s no telling exactly 
how much royalty coin is lost by 
i them in this way. 


Chick Webb Memorial 
Opened for Kids Of 
His Old Balto Nabe 


Baltimore, Dec. 2. 
The Chick Web) Memorial Recre- 
}ation Center, erected in memory of 


the former drummer bandleader, 
.born here, was formally opence 
Sunday (30) by Mayor Thos. D’Ales- 
sandro and a host of dignitaries. 
New building will provide quarters 
for the children of the neighborhood 
where Webb was born in poverty 
and from which he readied for star- 
;}dom a brand of hide thumping that 
surpassed a major physical dis- 
ability. 

A citizens’ 
Dr. 








committee headed by 
Ralph Young raised the neces- 





died in 1939. 


sales demand for | 


any 
recording | 


| Jackie Heller’s 
| wife 


the | 





} 


|ASCAP Board Holds First of Series 
Of Meetings on Television Problems 


ye 





Pitt Maestro and Mrs. Hurt | 


In Erie, Pa., Auto Crackup | 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 
Middleman, maestro at 
Carousel, and his 
were both critically injured in 
an automobile accident last week 
near Erie, Pa., and are 
the Westerville Memorial Hospital 
| there. Mrs. Middleman was the most 
| seriously hurt of the two. 

Mishap occurred when another 
| car side-swiped the Middlemans 
they were en route home 
attending the 
funeral of the bandieader’s sister. 
Transfusions were necessary for 
Middleman and her brother, 
Heller, another owner of 
rushed to Erie to 


Herman 


give 
them. 


Release-Jump 


On 6 Tunes By 
RCA Cues Snarl 


Musie publishers and the various 
recording companies got a brief 
taste last week of what can happen 
during the period following the pass- 
ing of the Jan. 1 disking ban in the 
event that publishers’ release dates 
are not scrupulously followed by re- 
cording companies. 

RCA-Victor, it seems, set off a 
bomb by releasing versions of 
Shapiro-Bernstein’s “Cousin Louella” 
and Broadcast Music’s “My Promise 
to You” by’Larry Green’s orchestra. 
As well.as BVC’s “In a Litt'e Bock 
Shop” and “Melancholy” and has 
scheduled Santly-Joy’s “Pianissimo” 
and BMI’s “Passing Fancy.” 

Shapiro immediately countered 
Victor’s move by restricting its song 
from the air, both live and recorded, 
through the America. Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
BMI of course, couldn’t do the same. 

None of the songs in dispute is 





to be worked on by their respective | 


publishers until after the first of the 
year. As a matter of fact, none had 
been fully recorded by other com- 
panies. Jumping the gun by a full ' 
two months with Greén’s versions of | 
the first two tunes—Victor put Co- | 
lumbia and Capitol diskeries in an 
uproar against the publishers and 
hung the latter on a limb because the 
songs may or may not receive the 
full benefit of recording plans that 
had been drawn by the objecting 
companies for the tunes. “Louella” 


i had been already cut by Columbia, 


| 


| serted 


sary funds, and maintenance will be | 
provided by mun cipal funds. Webb | 4” example of the chaos that can be| - ontniy confabs and special meet- 


but not by Cap. and BMI’s “Promise” 
is still to be made by either com- 


| pany. Both Columbia and Capitol as- 


that “Promise” was being 
withdrawn from consideration. 
Situation is cited by publishers as 


(Continued on page 44) 


confined to } 


the | 


¢ American Society of Composers, 
|Authors and Publishers conducted 
j its first board meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday) exclusively devoted to 
the television situation. Confab was 
|a special meet called subsequent to 
j;the Society’s regular monthly board 
|meeting, which occurred last weck. 

Nothing conclusive was developed as 
ito the various ramifications of the 
use of copyrighted music by the fast- 
| growing medium. 


| It is expected that ASCAP will 
‘conduct many more special board 
meets before anything concrete is 


|arrived at. There are so many an- 
gles to be mulled that none of the 
Society’s executives “or  publisher- 
| officials has a clear idea of the final 
| approach to the situation. 
| Reason _ASCAPe#s suddenly de- 
cided to go to work on the tele prob- 
lem is that time is running out on 
the temporary rights granted 
| ASCAP by its publisher members to 
represent them in negotiations for 
|television rights to their music. These 
agreements were for a maximum of 
three years, two of which have near- 
ily expired without the Society’s 
| nabobs having made a move to clear 
jup the many problems. The con- 
tracts hold only unult Dee. 31, 1948. 
While video broadcasters are al- 
|}ready making use of ASCAP music, 
lit is not being paid for; Socicty al- 
lowed the free use of its product on 
the theory that sufficient attention 
had not been given the rate problem 
and that it might, if it moved too 
quickly, establish a temporary figure 
i that would be too low and it perhaps 
|} would then have trouble revising 
| the scale upward. 
| Tele situation, incidentally, is not 
being discussed between the commit- 
tees representing ASCAP and the 
i'network independent radio interests 
relative to the extension of the con- 
itract between them covering stand- 
‘ard radio. These committees are due 
for another meet within the next two 
/W eeks. 


Members Up Pay 
Rate of ASCAP Bd. 





Publisher and writer members of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers have okayed 
an increase in per meeting pay to 
| members of the Society’s board and 
|als» the inauguration of salaries for 
| members of the appeals board. 
ASCAP, per its by-laws, polled the 
membership on the two proposals 
and upon counting of the ballots 
Monday (1), it was found both 
measures had been given the green 
light by the complete ASCAP roster. 
Results were then okayed by the fill 
| board in meeting yesterday (Tues- 
day). 

Cvuin changes jumps the pay ofthe 
board members from $10 per meet- 
ing to $25 per man and increases the 
cost to the Society for regular 





ings from $240 to $600 each. Appeals 
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board members had previously not 
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42nd Anniversary Number 


ago, with the U. S. circuit court of | 
appeals dismissing his appeal from | 


the lower court's denial. 


Chi’s New Blue Note 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Newest Loop spot to swing over 
into the jazz kick is the Blue Note, 
formerly Lipps’ Lower Level. Bis- 





tro opened last week after remodel- | 
ing, with Herbie Fields orchestra for | 


four weeks and Muggsy Spanier ten- 
tatively set for following 10-week 
Stanza. 


Frank Holsfiend will manage the | 


bistro and Associated Booking will 
be exclusive bookers. 
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been paid at all. Henceforth they 
will get $25 per man. This board 
meets only when there are sufficient 
cases to call for its attention. There 
is no regular interval between meet- 
ings. 


Col. Signs Newcomers 


Columbia Records last week 
signed two new artists, Kay Thomp- 
}son (with the Williams Bros.) and 
Jeannette Davis. Signing of talent 
now by Columbia is unusual in 
view of the disking situation, which 
demands that all majors lay in 
| stocks of masters by their entire 
roster before the Jan. 1 disk ban 
ideadline. Only the minors had 
| been grabbing off new talent sim- 
ply because most hadn’t enough 
names to make enough masters to 
fend off the effects of the ban for 
| any length of time. 

Thompson deal is due to the ex- 
citement her act has created in the 
trade as a result of her work at 
Ciro’s, Hollywood. Miss Davis sings 
pwith Arthur Gedfrey’s CBS radio 
show. 
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Nellie Lutcher is the most dynamic 
gong stylist that has hit the business 
of record-making in years. It’s a lit- 
tle too early to tell whether it will 
be one of those prolonged rides, but 
she’s already proved she isn’t a 
janie-one-note. The girl has versa- 
tility, and the indications are that 
before she is through she will have 
shed quite an influence upon the 
trade of pop vocalizing, even though 
they'll have a tough time coming 
anywheres near the unique quirks 
of her interpretive personality. It 
was Ella Fitzgerald who last caused 
what might be termed a stylistic 
revolution among her chirping sis- 
terhood, and what Miss Fitzgerald 
did in the ballad field could happen 
with the rhythmic idiom if the 
maker of “He’s a Real Gone Guy” 
and “Hurry On Down” delivers a 





My Favorite Five 
JOE GRADY 
(WPEN, Philadelphia) 
1.“Well, Git It” (Tommy 
Dorsey ). 
2. “Louise” (Frankié Carle). 
3. “Chattanooga Choo Choo” 
(Glenn Miller). 


4. “White Christmas” (Bing 
Crosby). 
5. “Too Fat Polka” (Arthur 
Godfrey). 








succession of clicks. Miss Lutcher 
certainly has got a pair of them in 
her latest Capitol releases. “Do You 
or Don’t You Love Me?” is due for 
as wide and intensive play as “Real 
Guy.” It’s as alive as a bag of elec- 
tric eels, “Love Me” starts off a 
whirlwind and the progressive tem- 
po doesn’t let up until the grooves 
run out. If Miss Lutcher isn’t beat- 
ing it out in madcap time with her 
tonsils there’s her piano or the 
guitarist to take up the slack. The 
flipover side, “The Song Is Ended,” 
is as distinctively in the Lutcher 
groove and makes artful contrast to 
its mate. 

Dick Haymes has in “That’s All I 
Want to Know” and “With Roses in 
Her Hair” (Decca) another surefire 
slab of wax. The juke operators will 
find it somewhat puzzling in tag- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


Frank Loesser 


says 








bop, and “Gone Again,” which Wini 
Brown lights up with her throaty 
torch, It’s not in the best Hampton 
vein, this coupling, but “Duke” is 
an easy candidate for the jukes. 
Milt Herth Trio does a conven- 
tionally pleasant job with “Peggy 
O'Neil” and “The Little Old Mill.” 
|'Bob Johnstone is the vocalizer. 


Albums 


“Listen To Our Story,” Bruns- 
| wick’s collection of replates, is ex- 
|clusively for those with a dyed-in- 
ithe-wool interest in the older. bal- 
\ladry facets of Americana. The eight 
sides were put together by Alan Lo- 
max, and the cognoscenti will prob- 
ably get a hefty kick out of them. 
Some of them date back to medieval 





| England, but the flavor is certainly | 


{earthy American. 


“Mountain Frolic,” another Bruns- 
wick gathering of reprints with Lo- 
max again as editor, focuses its 
eight-side theme on the square 
dances and hoedowns of the early 
80’s_ Tennessee frontier. They’re 
authentically folkish and mostly per- 
formed by folk singers who have 
long disappeared from the scene. 
Included are “Sourwood Mountain,” 
“Sugar Hill,” “Arkansas Traveler” 
and “Blackeyes Susie.” 


VITACOUSTIC, CHI INDIE, 
COMPLETES CAN. PLANT 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 





New pressing plant of Vita- 
coustic, Chi indie, was completed 
last week in Windsor, Canada. 


Plant is the first ever built in Do- 
minion by an indie. Facilities will 
be leased to three other manufac- 
turers. 


press disks of Canadian artists is 
still unknown, although Vitacoustic 
is\mulling over deals with French- 
Canadian talent. 


“Call Me 
Frankenstein” 
an editorial feature in 
‘ 
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LONG-DOWDY SUIT VS. 
REISMAN, DECCA NIXED 


Suit by Avon Long and Helen 
Dowdy against Leo Reisman and 
Decca Records, for alleged unau- 
thorized use of recordings they 
made with the maestro, was dis- 
missed Monday (1) by Justice Denis 
|O’Leary Cohalan in N. Y. supreme 
court. In finding for the defendants, 
Justice Cohalan included in his de- 
cision a statement that theatrical 
attorneys find interesting. He said, 
“in the theatrical trade the word 
orchestra is broad enough to include 
| singers where singers are necessary.” 


Long and Miss Dowdy had sued 
Reisman and Decca on their com- 
plaint that recordings they made 
with him of the score of “Porgy and 
Bess” were, they believed, cut for 
| test purposes and were not to have 
| been turned over to Decca, which he 
did later. They sought $250,000 dam- 
ages and an accounting of profits, 
which Reisman asserted were non- 
existent. He claimed he actually 
lost money on the entire transaction. 














LUCKY LAGER DANCE TIME 
With Ira Cook 
120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 10 p.m. 
Sponsored 
KFAC, Los Angeles 

Ira Cook bas the distinction of 
having the sole popular music show 
on this station, which apes WQXKR, 
New York, in the ‘classical quirk, It’s 
all part of a pattern Lucky Lager 
brew has spread over a total of six’ 
stations throughout California, at 
the same time nightly, and gn which 
the dance beat is stressed. ; 

Priding himself on his evaluation 
of “commercial” music, and that 
often on pre-release platters, Cobk 
offers a wide assortment of tunes 
and performers. Included in his 
nightly two-hour footbake is a spot- 
lighted band to which he gives a 
half hour (eight numbers), Duke 
Ellington being the posied in this 
instance. Otherwise, Cook affects 
the segment-style show, giving 
others slices of time, but with fewer 
numbers. These are cited in group 
form to keep conversation to a min- 
imum, though re-identified on wind- 
ups, 
PA showmanly touch is aaded by 
Cook’s airing from the window of 
Music City, Glenn Wallichs’ disk and 
music store, the original home of 
Capitol Records at Sunset an.: Vine. 
However, latter gets no _ special 
break recording-wise and is content 


SIGNATURE MAY GET 
FRESH COIN; ABC COLD 


Signature Records, which last | 
week was offered for sale to the | 
ABC network, will not be sold. 
Company, which has gone through a 
difficult financial period during the 
past three weeks, is endeavoring to 
arrange fresh finances and is con- 
cluding deals with creditors for ex- 
tended payments of debts and mak- 





Disk Jockey Reviews 


Whether the plant will be used to | 


In other parts of his decision, Jus- 

tice Cohalan stated, “In general the | ing every effort to continue in op- 
‘court is satisfied that the plantiffs | eration. 
knew what they were doing in deal- ABC lost interest in deal for Sig- 
ing with Reisman; that the plantiffs nature when it found that the com- 
had no direct deal with Decca, that | pany was not a wholly privately 
‘Reisman was not authorized by | owned organization, and that a con- 
| Decca to deal with individuals as siderable part of the firm’s stock was 
agent for Decca.” | held by the public. 
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with the site plugs. Locale some. 
times makes for minor disturbances 
and mechanical errors such as 
pauses between announcements and 
disks but none of it seriously de- 
tracting. 

Show, going into its fourth and, 
perhaps, last year on KFAC, also 
spots a once-weekly guest who is 
also handled with more than usual 
brevity in keeping with undressed 
commentaries which Cook delivers 
in a youthful, relaxed and unpre- 
tentious manner. Hurl, 





WAX MUSEUM 
With Studs Terkel 
60 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. 
Concord Radio 
WCFL, Chicago 

Studs Terkel seldom spins a pop. 
Usual fare on his “Wax Museum” 
show consists of folk ballads, classic 
New Orleans jazz, and operatic arias, 
which is wide taste. His commentary 
combines erudition and _ genuine 
musical savvy with a dese-dem-and- 
dose idiom that tends to popularize 
basically noh-pop stuff. This is par- 
ticularly true of his side-of-the- 
mouth resumes of operas, in whick 
he reduces Don Giovanni, Lakme, 
and such folk to common clay. 


Terkel originated “Wax Museum” 
in September, 1945. He writes his 
own material, turning out a well- 
knit script in which disks and 
verbiage neatly dovetail. Commer- 
cials on his current stint for Con- 
cord, which teed off Nov. 30, are 
casual but loaded with sell. The 
Voice of the Terkel has a gravelly 
coo that should bring them into the 
store. Baxt. 


DAILY HIT PARADE 

With Nelson King 

45 Mins.; 6:15 p.m., Mon.-thru-Sat, 
Participating 

WCKY, Cincinnati 

At the turntables for 28 hours or 
so each week, Nelson King has a 
heavy following with listeners to this 
unaffiliated 50,000-watter. An ex- 
nitery entertainer who started doing 
general mike work on West Virginia, 
Kentucky and Ohio stations in 1934, 
King turns in a slick job of platter 
spinning. 

For a “Daily Hit Parade” series 
King plays the 10 top-selling records 
of the day in Cincy shops. This pro- 
gram is a warmup for the Jamboree 
session which follows each weekday 
night from 8 to midnight. The final 
45-minute stretch of the Jamboree is 
devoted to the folks out yonder, be- 
ing called the Hillbilly Hit Parade. 
It is one of few such offerings on the 
air. 

King has*tugged a lot of mail on 
various offers, topper being nearly 
75,000 responses from 36 states for 
copies of his photo. For hillbilly 
rooters, King calls square dances 
when fiddlin’ music is on. Pop fans 
hear King mostly in a straight rou- 
tine. Koll, 


FASHIONS IN MUSIC 

With Sammy Taylor 

3 Hrs.; 10 p.m.; Mon. thru Sat. 
Participating 

KWJJ, Portland, Oregon 

Aside from having the top evening 
record show in this vicinity, Sammy 
Taylor, better known as “The Record 
Man” is always on the lookout for 
something just a little bit different. 
Taylor’s show usually consists of 
disks, interviews, answering requests, 
and reading commercials in a soft, 
makes ya wanna listen voice. 

When Leo Jaroff. operator of 
the Cloud Room, local nitery, cited 
Beatrice Kay as his star for the 
week, Taylor arranged to spin his 
disks directly from the spot by re- 
mote control. This is the first 
time this has been attempted in the 
Northwest. Between disks and com- 
merciais, he interviewed people in 
radio, newspaper, and_ theatrical 
fields. With the house band in the 
background, chatter of the patrons 
and the general night club noises as 
a-setting for his commercials and in- 
terviews, it prompted a flood of 
complimentary calls and letters. 


MIDNIGHT FLYER 

With Al Poska 

60 Mins.; Midnight, Mon. thru Sat. 
Sustaining 

KFI, Los Angeles 

To hear Al Poska and other staf- 
fers tell it, KFI serves a goodly 
chunk of America with its clear 
channel operation after midnight. As 
a matter of fact, music schedules are 
built as though this were true, being 
a mixture to please all tastes, from 
the pure operatic to barrel house. 

Show is two years old and is a 
witching hour filler between the sta- 
tion’s (NBC outlet) regular signoff 
and its all-nighter, with Bob Phillips 
at the helm, which runs from 1 to 5 
a.m. It’s an all-request session, at 
present and for some time past un- 
sponsored though it was once a Bar- 
basol package, and on which guests 
are lightly interviewed. 

Poska’s chore. is workmanlike if 
less colorful than his contemporaries 
but that seems to be in keeping with 
staid station policy, He mamages to 
get in dozen-odd piates for airing if 
between reaching humorous patter 
anent the musical potpourri. Hurl. 
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Turkey Week No Turkey for Biz In 
Eastern Dates; James Philly Boff 


‘Memorial Auditorium Thanksgiving | 


Thanksgiving weekend produced 
much thanksgiving among eastern 
name band location and one-nighter 
operators. For a change, business 


ran from good to exceptional in 
many location spots, while single- 
date promotions all reported making 
money, which is quite a change 
from the recent succession of poor 
grosses, All didn't report landoffice 
biz, but they made some coin. 
Perhaps the outstanding b.o. job 
in the east was done by Harry 
James, at Frankie Palumbo’s Click 
Club, Philadelphia, In addition to 
the holiday weekend, Philly was fed 


with four straight days of football, | 
game on |} 


Penn-Cornell 
through a 


from. the 


Thanksgiving Catholic 





high school championship game Fri- 
day, Army-Navy Saturday, and the | 


Philly Eagles-Pitt Steelers pro game 
Sunday. James did $11,000 gross Sat- 
urday night alone, firemen ordering 
doors closed to newcomers 
early in the evening. 

In New York all major hotels did 
well, with Stan Kenton at the Com- 
modore outstanding. He opened 
Tuesday (25) and in six days racked 
up 2,320 covers. 





Menree Hot in Wercester 
Worcester, Dec. 2. 


Vaughn Monroe, playing his third 


date within the year at Worcester 


Criterion Shifts Gateley 


To Hollywood Branch | 


Bud Gateley, professional manager | 


of Criterion Music, is being shifted 
to the Hollywood office of that 


company due to the belief of owner | 
Coast 


Mickey Goldsen that the 
scene is today the focal point of the 
music business. 
vise all professional activity on that 


end, with Goldsen and two other | 


staffers handling N. Y. 

Gateley will replace Pete Cam- 
eron, who currently handles Cri- 
terion and Capitol companies on 
the Coast. 


Gateley will super- | 
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Y 1 “Near You..................Supreme..... 1 1 3 3 1 1) 4 1 2 5 8 
2 a Ss —~ a Rete BVC ..... JE SO a ee 
‘| 3 5  “Whiffenpoof Song”.........Berlin ....... By 2 e. Male 2 OS. 8 Ee 
4 #4 #£«x“And Mimi”............. .Shapiro-B ... 3 6 5 7 6 8 9 3 3 
“5A 3 “I Wish I Didn’t Leve You”. Paramount ... 4. aoe #2 2 2 -- = es 33 
|| 5B 6 “How Soon”............ eee A ee eerie 2 .. 6 1 38 
if 6 11 “Civilization” ....... . = Sa pon RES TS a 29 
| 7 5 “Ballerina” ................. ee ee wee ET 24 
‘| 8 9 “Feudin’ and Fightin’...... Fe a Se es ae Lae Zz: 
9 ‘12 «~ “White Christmas”.......... Berlin steeees . 9 3 4 17 
J Sa ee. © — Serer © Williamson .. .. . J ae ee os a 
il 10 “Serenade of the Bells”....Morris ...... j 4 5 Sak. 
| 2 eee, Sr eee Shapiro-B ... 8 .. 5. og 
‘13A 7  «x“Apple Blossom Wedding”..Shapiro-B ... .. 5 .. % : ar CRAP 
i3B.. “Peg O’ My Heart”.......... Big Three ae 2 9 


Eve, cracked all records for gross 
receipts at a dance here. Understood 





Frank Duffy, promoter, gave the 
maesivo a $2,500 guarantee against | 
a 60% 
180 for his end. 


Monroe grossed approximately $8,- 
700 after tax deductions, 


|tract proposed between him and the 


cut and Monroe took out $5,- | 


Yellen-Fain Won’t Dissolve 
After Chas. Ress Leaves 


Though Jack Yellen, Sammy Fain 
and Ciarles Ross, their new asso- 
ciate in the Yellen & Fain music 
publishing company, are parting, 
the company will continue in busi- 
ness. Only Ross is cutting out of 
the setup due to a disagreement 
over terms of the never-signed con- 


firm's two owners. 

Yellen & Fain had been a part- 
nership prior to Ross coming into 
the organization, and the latter’s 
leaving will not dissolve the com- | 
pany. 











Opinion Divided Among Disk Firms 


On Effect of Petrillo’s Jan. 1 Ban 


Opinion is divided among the ma- {same outfit also asserts it has so 


jor disk manufacturers regarding 
the Jan. 1 American Federation of 
Musicians recording ban. Once com- 
pany has stashed away so mich ma- 
terial since the AFM’s notice of the 


much material filed away that it 
doesn’t care if the disking hiatus 
lasts three years. 


Another major, which has been 
|} going about piling up a backlog in 


ban six weeks ago that it states |a more deliberate way and a: a re- 


flatly it wishes Petrillc would dou- 
ble-cross the companies and apply 
the stop-order immediately; it has 
that much of a head start. 




























































































| sult probably hasn’t cut as much 


| material as the first, is non-commit- 
tal. It’s going to continue to reeord 


The | right up to the last minute and, re- 


stuffed it may 


|gardiess of how wel: 
| b> with advance masters, it 
ing no statements about what Petril- 
lo can do with his ban. 


is mak- 


which 
panic 
has 


the middle sits Decca, 
thrown into a 
although it, 


considerably 


refuses to be 
) the 


sone 


ban, too 


+ 


about acaing to 


the masters 
away against just such an emer- 
gency. Decca chief Jack Kipp as- 
serts that hoping ban will last 
a jong time is like hoping you can 
stand off your overhead while 
ing through a “selling out” sale, with 
dimfishing profits on outmoded ma- 
terial being overbalanced by costs. 
the other 
selling 


has been towing 


the 
une 


go- 


hanc, is in 
out; if that 
network is con- 


Capitol, on 
the throes of 
deal with the ABC 
cluded its executives will out 
nicely from unaer the headaches 
that such a company must encounter 
ovel 


get 


a long ban. 


As for the many indies, they 
aren't talking to. for or against 
Petrillo and the AFM, They’re too 


busy stacking hay with one eye on 
the approaching storm cloud to dare 
or sass Petrillo. And the only time 
they take that one eye off the storm 
is to look around for additional 
coin with which to help pay for 
the next crop of masters. 





Allegro Mu‘‘s, Inc., chartered to 
conduct a music business in New 


| York City, with a capital stock of 


1,200 shares. Directors are: Leonard 
H. Benson, Seymour A. Levy and Al- 
bert A. DeStefano, 

(This firm has no connection with 
Oscar Hammerstein II-Richard Rodg- 
ers musical, “Allegro.”) 

















| GonnaGet AGinl 


Fastest Growing Gallad Smash Of The Seaton! 





TwoLovesHave I 


French Lyrics by Geo. Koger end MH. Varna * English Version by J. P. Murray and Borry Trivers © Music by Vincent Scotte 


BUDDY CLARK - RAY NOBLE—Columbic 
PERRY COMO—Victor 
JEFF DANE—Atlos 


BILLY ECKSTINE—M-G-M 
SHEP FIELDS—Musicraft 
CLAUDE HOPKINS—Rainbow 


FRANKIE LAINE—Mercury 
GUY LOMBARDO—Decca 
ANN SHELTON—London 


Winning Paver With Au Anrtiote! 


RED BENSON—Roinbow 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL—Decco 











MUSIC 


lyric by Al Lewis © Music by Howord Simon 


RAY DOREY—Mojestic 
BENNY GOODMAN—Copito! 


Still On Top! 
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LARRY GREEN—Victor 


TONY PASTOR—Columbie 


By Mecde Minnigerode, George $. Pomeroy, Tod B. Galloway * Revision by Rudy Vollee 


ECORPORATION 


* 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19 « 


eWhi ffenpoof Song 


Norman Foley, Gen. Prof. Mgr 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


‘overs Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band - Hotel Played Week On Date 
Nat Brandwynne* Waldorf (400; $2) ....... ....: eee 2.400 19,675 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50). 2 2,250 9,750 
Sammy Kaye.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). 5 1,725 8,700 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) 55 950 51,800 
Guy Lombardo... .Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)..... 7 2.300 17,800 
Stan Kenton*..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).. 1 2,325 2,325 


*De Marcos at Waldorf, Vic Damone at Commodore. 


: Chica go 


Jose Melis (College Inn, Sherman; 700; $2-3.50 min.), Mel Torme hitting 3 subdued spot. 
Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Ilona 


hefty 5,600. 


Massey opening Friday (28) following Jan August and Monica Lewis run, 
pulled 2,100. 


George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; $1-50-$2.50 min.). Bad 
weather early part of week accounted for slight drop to 3,800. 

Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room,. Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Another weather-hit spot. Fair 3,000 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). Turkey 


Day diners swelled covers to 3,700 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Hefty 3,300 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree: 550; $3.50 min.). Paul Draper pre-holiday 
opening helped net 5,500. 
Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Good holiday weekend biz. 


Bright 18,100. 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Lenny Kent headlining. 
Parties for hospitalized vets during entire week raised take to hot 3,600. 


Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $1-$1.25 adm.). Thanksgiving Day bow 
equalled spicy 18,000. 
(Los Angeles) 
Xavier Cugat (Aragon, B, Ocean Park). Closed five-day stand with 
stout 6,200 payees. Paul Martin’s local crew continuing. 
Lionel Hampton (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 5th wk.). Closed 


stand with fair 5,400 admishes for final frame. 
nite (2), 

Elliot Lawrence (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 2d wk). 
little over holidays; profitable 10,800 stub buyers. 


Count Basie opened last 


Biz picked up a 


Monroe Uses Ballerina 
As Song’s Illustration 


Boston, Dec. 2. 
Vaughn Monroe is making visual 





‘use of the sharp impetus he and his 


{RKO Boston 
|built a..production number around 


Dreyfus Warms Up 


band have been given by the heavy 
click of their Victor recording of the 
tune “Ballerina.” Onstage at the 
theatre, Monroe has 


his arrangement of the tune—using 
an actual ballerina as background 
for his vocalling. Girl works under 


Monroe doesn’t go into other the- 
atres following his current date un- | 
til next month, but when he resumes } 
he'll continue to use the ballet 
terper, 





Harms Co. to Hypo 
Songs in Disk Crisis 


Dreyfus music publishing group 
is reactivating the T. B. Harms com- 
| pany to the extent that it’s assigning 
to that firm a new contact staff and 
moving into a group of new tunes. 
| Harms has been comparatively dor- 
mant for months, but now 
recording ban of Jan. 1 is forcing 
all companies to bunch tunes for 
disking and must have open spots 
wherein they can be exploited when 
|released, renewing the Harms staff 
was one answer to Dreyfus’ particu- 
ilar problem. 





| 
| 


|Same spot in Harms. He will work 
}on “Mickey,” 
juled for a revival ride due to the 
| success of Ted Weems’ Mercury 
|disking. Firm will also handle the 
iscore of the forthcoming “Make Mine 
| Manhattan,” Broadway-due musical. 














“6 months, ago, | was just another piano player!” 


Then I added a Solovox to my piano. Now, I’m booked solid 


i 

] 
accompaniment. Just by fiddling with 
the ton@ controls I can get a whole 
raft of colorful effects—oboe, organ, 
violin, flute, cello—almost any instru- 
« Ment you can name. 


When he takes the last bow, I in- 
vite him to my table for a drink. I tell 
him who I am and one thing leads to 
another-until by the time the joint 
closes he is in a mood to show me 
what gives. A Solovox*, he calls it 
and he Jets me try it. 


Srx MONTHS AGO, T sit in a night club. 
There I sce a piano player who isn't 
half the musician I am take three 
encores and leave the customers hol- 
leting for more. 


I can dress up pop tunes and make 


Solovox makes me a speciality instead 
of just another piano player. 

The next morning I hit for a piano 
dealer on the double, tell him to wrap 
up a Solovox for me, and then I beat 
Brother, this is something! With  '* for my agent. 
this Solovox hitched to the piano, I 
can make like a sax or get hot like a 
trumpet while playing my own piano 


The rest is very happy history. I’m 
booked solid for months and making 
money like a counterfeiter, 





the long hair stuff sit up and beg. The 


and drawing down more money than ! ever made before. 


You get the hang of the Solovox 
in no time. It’s portable. It’s easy to 
attach to any piano, and just as easy 
to detach. Youfust plug it into the 
lightiag circuit and play. Doesn’t 
affect the normal tones of the piano, 
either, 


What a Solovox does for you may 
be less, or it may be even more than 
it did for me. A lot depends upon your 
own musical skill and showmanship. 
Certainly, you can’t lose a plugged 
nickel by clipping the coupon and 
finding out more about the Solovox. 


Now, can you? 
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NA’ Hammond Instrument Company H 

(x 4248 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago 39, Illinois ‘ 

¥ Gentlemen: Please send me further information about ; 

f. the Solovox, and the names of Solovox dealers near me. ' 

fi t 

/ }; ! 

: ' 

— -—- nrg 

Made by\ @ the makers of the Hammond Organ Address SE 
i ' 

, City P. O. Zone State 1 

See rn ioe 2 tee! oe > | Ee nk atte megane oeencdweehea Ores 


that the | 


Carley Mills, professional manager | 
of Chappell, will be moved into the | 


which is being sched- | 





+ 
Best British Sheet Sell 
(Week Ending Nov. 20) 
Now: ig the. Hour... cscivecsadivee oe lgis vet ecnpsc de. Crowes 
Sorrento’ .....0vs0% Sete Pree ch get (945940 4006 a Rheorda 
Little Old Mill .n0.nrcccngecscrernssorsvevevers .« “Dash 
Apple Blossom Wedding ............ emre kt cat sq eee 
Pan WES Cie Woe ever Tele Fi ces cc cece ced esas Maurice 
Piret Love, Teast DOVE sii ccs cicces cesses ues ».. Dash 
CONES sANGNG: i isies casks ks i ReRi ees eee Ge Aa 
Donegal ..... Boy oka. a Ate et Meee ee SERS Leeds 
SUE: 343 chs Seek PRALC AALS oa 4) | la honee ae ea a F. D. & H. 
CePA AR = Orin oe Wo Sak Ne ek oa eae FO PE EO Sun 
Peg O My Heart fies ides cheek eee eee ees eee Ascherberg 
Garden in the BAM 6 oo eebs csc eee ce ce eessede .. Connelly 
Second 12 
OE BNO, 6 Vn es Sands oe best + He Cehoeieae Kassner 
Christmas Dreaming Leeds 
Old Spanish Trail . Maurice 
Lovely World and You Cinephonic 
My. Desire a oe Feldman 
z Feudin’ and Fightin’ Chappell 
z Sweetheart Avenue ..,..... es ak a 
Anniversary Song ........ .....Connelly 
z I Believe SS Ee .... Morris 
an ee EC ee Serer 2 oe Williamson 
| They Say It’s Wonderful “Precweds | 
} ra SOORURT BEOUMINE oc ceed eck hivecebebeese Williamson 
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| Coin Tunes Big in Britain 

| Sterling Sherwin, whose last cow- 
| boy book, published by Francis, Day 
& Hunter of London, proved to be 
Great Britain’s t6p cow-crooner 
seller, has signed with that com- 
| pany for a new book to 
“Sherwin’s Saddle Songs.” 


lustrated numbers. 





Band Review 











|STAN KENTON ORCH. (21) 
| With June Christy, Ray Wetzel 
Commodore Hotel, N. Y. 

Stan Kenton’s reorganized orches- 
tra was expected to burst the seams 
of the Commodore hotel’s Century 
Room. It is doing just that—but not 
in the manner anticipated. Its pres- 
sure on the room’s” construction 
comes partly from the tremendous 
drive of this big band, but mainly 
from the amount of business Kenton 
is drawimg into the cubicle, At the 
week’s end Sunday (30), he had 
piled 2,325 covers into the spot. 

Few bands have come into N. Y. 
for a date at a major hotel under 
the sort of apprehension that sur- 
rounded Kenton’s debit. His big 
band—consisting of 10 brass evenly 
divided, five sax, and six rhythm— 
is known for its wild attack on 
anything but so-called popular mu- 
sic. Those concerned with the book- 
ing felt like small boys who had set 
a fire where they shouldn't have; 
they were scared silly by the pos- 
sible consequences, As it’s turning 
out, the bookers might well have set 
a fire alright—one that may put a 
flame to the dying embers of a once- 
hot swing-band business. It’s very 
possible that Kenton may achieve 
that result. There’s no question but 
that Kenton is working a room he 
shouldn’t have been booked for and 
that he’s wrong in playing the kind 
of music he does in a-spot such as 
this, but he’s doing business and 
that’s the only answer to be sought. 
Whether the kids who are patroniz- 
ing him are spending much is an- 
other story. They seem like Coca- 
Cola checks. ’ 

Here at the Commodore, Kenton is 
doing things that many thought 
were no longer possible in the band 
field: (1) He's playing to heavy 
crowds exclusively made up of kids 
who (2) rush to surround the band- 
stand the second the first musician 
puts foot on the stand to start a set 
and (3) then stand around open- 
mouthed, drinking in his surrealism 
in music like they knew what it 
was all about. 
but the majority listen. 

There’s only one answer to the 
newly-found success of Kenton in 
N. Y. His band plays the most ex- 
citing music to be heard anywhere. 
And that’s what has been lacking 
among the top-name bands for some 
time. Disregard for a moment that 
Kenton uses material that starts 
where Duke Ellington, in his hey- 
day, left off (it plays no pop tunes). 
Disregard for a moment that it is 
played by a unit that has no rival 
among current bands, performance- 
wise, It is being successful with the 
kids here because it is tremendously 
exciting—and that’s the only thing 
that has been wrong with the so- 
called “swing band” business. None 
of the big bands has been able to 
get out of its own way. They are 
tired In more ways than one. 

_ Trying to analyze Kenton’s music 
is like trying to analyze the world’s 
current troubles. This reviewer 
frankly didn’t care for Kenton’s 
ideas as presented by the combo 
used before his illness last spring, 
with the exception of certain record- 
ed arrangements such as “Intermis- 


Too much of the remainder of his 
book then seemed aimless and often 


new band, while it plays the same 
(Continued on page 48) 





sion Riff” and “Artistry in Rhythm.” | 


just plain uncomfortable noise. This | 


be titled | 


New book features all original il- | 


In short, somc danee, | 


Mpls. Stirs Up Jazz 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
Local jazz musicians are 
given a chance to display their 
| ability at a series of Sunday after- 
noon concerts, titled “We Call It 
| Jazz,” in the Radisson hotel Gold 
| Room. Best of local jazz musicians 
| have been assembled into a dixie- 
|land band. 
| Idea is that of Bob Smith of Knox- 
| Reeves ad. agency and Leigh Kam- 
man of WLOL. Purpose of the proj- 
ect, they say, is to create a greater 
local interest in jazz. 








From Hollywood! 





MEN'S DINNER 
SHIRTS $3.95 

& $4.95 
OVERALL ETON 


SUIT—For Dancers, 
Skaters and Acro- 





batic Teams, Of 
sturdy All Wool 
Whipcord. You will 


find thei very easy 
and comfortable to 


wofk in. Tailored as 
only we know how! 
In Midnight Blue, 
Royal Blue, Powder 
Blue, Grey and 
Maroon. 


a MADE 80 MEASURE—75.00 


SUPREME MEN’S SHOP 


1693 BROADWAY, Nebr 53rd St. 














She's an Old Sweeth eart 
with the New Look 


MARY LOU 
if lt’s True 


Mills Bros. (Decca 25284) 
Johnny Desmond-Page Cavanaugh Trio 
(Victor 20-2312) 

Cootie Williams (Majestic 1165) 
Art Mooney (M.G.M. 10092) 


When You're Smiling 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
New York 19 


1619 Broadway 
| Complete Facilities of 
DYNAMIC RECORDNG 
STUDIO 
Available Evenings 
f 


‘or 
DRAMATIC AND RADIO CLASSES 
37 West 57th Street, New York 
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Don Lee Net Cuts - RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS McKinley Wins 
artin DIOCK For RI 1% : | Over Majestic : 
ores s | 
a Survey of retail disk best 2lg&ls 2 
Disk Criticisms sellers, based on reports ob- 9 » | 9 5 re ee 
tained from leading stores in a c S Nn ecision 
10 cities, and showing com- g < é E te el .S) bd | 
parative sales rating for this a c = Pe 24 oo; x © 0 
re Hollywood, Dec. 2. and last week. . wv aa »|% g = iS 2 1 | American Federation of Musicians 
Since exiting KFWB and decreas- is & 3 5 Pa a ~1e E 3 A has returned a verdict in favor of 
ing his splash here, Martin Block has | s § Fiz l¢4 | oe ivi.® ‘| © |) Ray McKinley in the latter's attempt 
= * va) =r : : 
run into further trouble on the Don Nati Week Endin 1 = | & I l © Y ! 1 = to pry himself loose from his Majes- 
Lee net. For failing to abide the re- ational g p ~ 0 2 A | = . ” P tic recording contract. Decision was 
gional chain's instrdctions to soft- | Rating N 25th & ! | é) é e 7 | = oO delivered early this week, and Gen- 
pedal criticisms of recordings the} OV. > | “ = ¢ “ i; ele! é = | I eral Artists, McKinley’s booker, im- 
ace platter man’s time on KHJ lo- This Last Ps is | & | a < = e e| N mediately set about signing his band 
cally and the Lee skein has been re- en ate Pn, ery ee i : s 3 S “ | S S & £ | a. | T with another recording company to 
duced to three sponsored quarter | eae eee es Pia prebalnbe . I Sa e Se bet Seale | Es vedi el = 7 Ss allow him time to lay in some 
hours weekly and all sustaining time FRANCIS CRAIG (Bullet) masters before the Jan. 1 recording 
withheld 1 1 °©“Near You” i ee Le a Pe Pea Se ee ape 
Net takes the stand that Block is VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) © 2 J a eee eee yee 
not professionally qualified to pass 2 2 “Ballerina” l 2 4 4 4 l 6 35 2 7 saat onaye gs mole 
2 Mo Bi . P A aF - me . : . , ae M : ate iivead up to the terms of its contract 
judgment on m cal works and that ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) th him. AFM’s Rex R aha ie 
if he didn’t like certain folks or thei! 3 3 “Too Fat Polka” 7 5 t 7 8 4 om 25 nda +} a ao re : mre Sean 
disks he should not play them. In- 7A NDREWS SIS a a pany . a ; “ gee td ay Nagece poe ny: gly 
cident started over his critiques of ; Saiees aa SES-DANN? KAYE (Decca) | (Continued on page 44) 
Bery! Davis and Betty Rhodes. Block niin an ae a Ai PhD BS DEE Re a ts a ee io a aes A ee LN ae _& RRP EPS C9 pM 
takes the view that all must stand JACK OWENS (Tower) 
on their own when included in the 5 6 “How Soon” Stet esteeeeteeess tees se ee PT ae ae. 2 .. 10 1 23 MILLER JOE SANTLY 
“reviewing” section of his broad- BETTY HUTTON Be Saat + f bite tS abe Pate are Pe 
casts. 6 13 “I Wish I Didn’t Love You So”......... és ia 4 a #4 9 6 Ba , ee REELECTED BY MPCE 
. 9 roe ee (Decca ) : ; ad Music Publishers Contact Employ- 
N. y. COMMODORE SETS Mh 2ae: pect song . Mee aa ee, Se A ORR a I Be ETO... ees elections in New York Monday 
BING CROSBY (Decca) (1) produced enly minor changes 
ROOM AS 1? MONTHER 8 er ee Christmas” sete teteees te te ee 7 t+ he 8 . wiea 7 “ 18 in the executive setup of the organi- 
o BING CROSBY (Decca) i = zation. Bob Miller was unanimously 
cates anes chee Goede tt 2: ee Bee... prtecevevenssa css ve te Mh OE On Bs ec stn a SORE eee Se ee 
hotel, New York, becomes a year- VIC DAMONE (Mercury) ay Pg ao veal pee wate hg Ot 
round operation next summer for 10A ; “You Do” : : : - ee 3 : 3 16 Wontar in shake Bees queen ae 
the first time, although it had made - PEGGY LEE (Capitol) ¥ : ae ar oe z Sogn ober a oS By pene, aces 
many plans in the past to stay open 10B -. “Golden Earrings” : 1 = 3 5 16 pn re as severe Sep 7" 
through the hot months. Recent . . enmemnmeeneics ~ r r: a ae. a oo ee ~~ : ° PPh — — reelected het 
insieliadinn ‘et airanniiiteiins. eis DINAH SHORE (Columbia) urer over the opposition supplied by 
allow those plans to go through. | }1 by i You _ | Se ee ee teeetereeees ttteeeeee re s : +. 6 pen 189 t eek 14 Ralph Smitman, who had been a 
Woody Her j VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) council member but sought the Lang 
ody ‘man’s reorganize t. 
ia nas e gs oy 7 6 > &: {OE i 8 ee De Mee Bete eR at ee ak Lie tte we 2 Bpot. 
chestra was signed by the Commo- nem: vor ———___——_— - a ———_—_—__— On the Council three men were re- 
dore last week; he opens in April for PERRY COMO (Victor) \ placed, one, of course, being Smit- 
either four or six weeks. Herman 12B 10 “So Far’ ess +2 os 380 4s -- 9 ae 10 ee oo Nae TSE gd ne 12 man and the other Johnny Green 
has never before played the Com- | “MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) ; Harry Santly had previously re- 
modore, his N. ¥. hotel locations in | 13A 5 “You Do”...............-. tees eeeteeens as os Je as ee 7 eo 3; ¥ Ss 11 placed Nat Debin, who dropped off 
the past covering only the New | miCk HAYMES (Decea ) Z the board because he’s no longer a 
Yorker and Pennsylvania. Both | 13B 8 “and Mimi”.............. au he ites, ie to tno amen Ae ie 3 8 11 music man. Electees, all of whom 
these spots, however, are controlled | take office Jan. 1, consist of Santly 
by major booking agencies and since | t } Larry Shayne, Harry Weinstein, 
Herman recently shifted from Gen- | FIVE TOP 1 2 3 a Sammy Smith, Gene Goodman and 
eral sia to the new Continental | “XMAS CAROLS” [“GOES TO TOWN’) “PARK AVE” AL JOLSON AL JOLSON | Leo Diston. 
pe oast oy getting into | ALBUMS Bing Crosby Derethy Shay Derothy Shay Album Ne. 1 Album Ne, 2 All MPCE members stationed in 
either spot would have been diffi- Decca Columbia Columbia Decca Decca ie deg towns cast their ballots by 
mail. 
atiotesiell 
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To All Recording Companies 
Here wre our ping LOGS for “Ye months za came 


ALL DRESSED UP with a BROKEN HEART 
THERE'LL BE SOME CHANGES MADE 
MIAMI BEACH RUMBA 
I KNOW IT 
EVERY DAY’S MY BIRTHDAY 
GILLY GILLY WISH WASH 
- BELOVED BE MINE 
PLAY THE PLAYERA 
TIME AND AGAIN 
SILLY NO—SILLY YES 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RCA Building Radio City New York 


HAROLD LEE, General Professional Manager 


The House of Malagueng, Parade of the Wooden Soldiers, Paper Doll, Peanut Vendor,..Song of the Islands, | Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now 
El Ranchs Grande, Breeze and | (Andalucia), Play Fiddle Play, Jazz Me Blues, Poinciana, Sari Waltz, Amapola, Frasquita Serenade, Yours 
Tango of ‘Roses and hundreds. of other hits, ripe for recording again 
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On the 


New York 


Fli Oberstein, head of RCA-Victor | 


artists and repertoire division, head- 
ing for the @oast the end of this 
week for a week or so of looking 
over the recording situation there 
... Harry Fox, general manager of 
Music Publishers Protective Assn. to 
Chicage next week (10) to check on 
Sonora and Mercury record compa- 
nies royalty problems... Alan Ger- 
ard Trio recording for National Rec- 
o Gerard former band sin~er, 
plays guitar ... Tony Pastor orches- 
tra into Ansley hotel, Atlanta, Jan. 7 
‘ . Chuck Foster orchestra to 
Plantation, Houston, 
Jack Paris combo into Three Deuces, 
Se eS 
former band singer now doing a 
single, into Slapsie Maxey’s, Holly- 
wood, Dec. 4... Decca Records 
signed Marie Knight, now out with 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe ... Stan Ken- 
ten doubling into Capitol Record 
studio in N. Y. while at Commodore 
hotel ... . Joe Mooney quartet into 
Dewnbeat Club, N. Y.... Ira 
Mangel now managing Gene Krupa 
erchestra .. . Decca’s “Oklahoma!” 
album passed 700,000 copies in sales. 


Hollywood 


Louis Jordan crew close Billy 
Berg’s Dec. 8, two weeks early. Jor- 
dan has been ordered to take a 
three-month rest by doctors. Layoff 
necessitates cancelling Dec. 27 week 
at Lincoln theatre and Feb. 3 week 
at Million Dollar theatre ... Page 
Cavanaugh Trio set 
Club, Denver, week of Dec. 12... 
Elliot Lawrenee band into Edge- 
water, San Francisco, for four days 


Xmas days. Lawrence then plays one | 


niters in El Paso and Kansas City 


after which he plays the Tom Archer | 


Iowa ballrooms circuit .. . Eddy 
Heywood Trio playing Blackshear's 
Supper Club Jan. 29 to Feb. 15 and 
then into Billy Berg’s Feb. 18 with 
Ella Fitzgerald and Vic Dickenson 
orch ... Stan Kenton orchestra will 
play Carnegie Hall, N. Y., concert, 
Feb. 14 and night following at Bos- 


COMING BACK 


BIGGER 
THAN EVER 











1 CRY 
OVER YOU? 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
GEORGE DALIN, Pref. Mgr. 





A Beeatiful Song by 
L. STEWART BARR 


Send for Complimentary Copy 








LL DANCE 


TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
HELEN FORREST (M.G.M.) 


HARRY SANTLY 


Dec. 19...| 


. Virginia Maxey, | 


for Frontier | 
a 


Upbeat 


ton’s Symphony Hall. On each book- 

ling Kenton will get straight 50-50 
ishare of gross. Band starts theatre 
ltrek afterwards, playing Adams, 
| Newark, week of Feb. 26; Hippo- 
|drome, Balto, March 4; Howard, 
Wash., March 12; Royal, Balto, March 
19 . . . Count Basie orch Meadow- 
| brook Ballroom, Culver City . 


Pittsburgh 


Lee Kelton’s WJAS staff band into 
Vogue Terrace for a run... New 
‘local unit, the Tone Toppers, at the 
Hollywood Show Bar is made up of 
David Carey, leader, vibes and 
piano; Frank Sharbo, guitar: Ross 
Aiello, accordion and Marjorie King, 





Spitalny's band... 
will return to Ankara on Dec. I5 to 
|\head his oreh for the last 
weeks of its run there. At the same 


| time, he'll bring back Dorothy Col- | 
\lins as featured singer . . . Tommy | 
Carlyn checks into Bill Green's 


again Dec. 29.. 


iand Benny Goedman, now in Luke 


| Riley’s house band at Casino theatre | 


... Ciro Rimac’s band and unit into 
| Bachelor’s Club for an indefinite stay 
next Wednesday (10) . . Wayne 
| Pascuzzi, drummer for Pittsburgh 
|Symphony, doubles into Maurice 
| Spitalny’s dance outfit on special 
|club dates and one-nite stands when 
| the Symph isn’t in action. 

















‘“ Continued from page 43 


consider. Majestic, firstly, did not 
bank on denying the maestro’s claims 
that it had not lived up to produc- 
tion guarantees as much as it did 
on a one-year renewal of the orig- 
inal two-year agreement. Renewal, 
for the year beginning Jan. 28, 1948, 
had been signéd by McKinley in 
exchange for an advance on royalty 
coin. Latter took the contract, which 


include any of the production guar- 
antee terms which featured the first 
pact, and held it instead of filing it 
with AFM. When McKinley gave the 
company the required 30 days’ 
notice that he was not going to re- 
new, (he had discovered Majestic 
hadn’t filed the renewal with the 
AFM) because it had not lived up to 
the production guarantee of the first 
pact. Majestic hurriedly filed the 
renewal, which didn’t include the 
terms, with the AFM. Riccardi re- 
fused to allow the renewal to enter 
into the case because it had been 
improperly filed and judged the case 
on the merits of the terms of the 
first agreement. He released Mc- 
Kinley immediately, as per the lead. 
er’s 30-day notice to Musicraft, 
which had expired. 


MeKinley’s original deal with the 
company called for production dur- 





graduating up to 750,000 annually 
during the second year of the pact. 





|proved to be untrue. 


to pay him for them or not. 


—— 


GEORGE SIMON, Inc. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 


Networks. 
Peatman. Director. 


Survey Week of November 21-27, 2947. 


Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. 





vocalist. She used to be with Jimmy | 
. Raymond Scott | 


three | 


. Sal La Perch, who | 
| played trumpet for Tommy Dorsey | 


McKinley-AFM . | 


for an unexplained reason did not | 


ing the first quarter of 200,000 disks, | 


How Lucky You Are.. 
How eas 4g 
1 Have But One Heart .... ..... 
I Still Get Jealous—*“High Buttc 
I Wish I Didn't Love You So—** 
I'll Dance At Your Wedding..... 
Lady From 29 Palms .. 
Little Old Mill 


Love Is So Terrific 
r¢ 
* 
: 


Soon 





ee eres 


My. How Time Goes By 
Near You 


Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes” 
Pass the Peace Pipe—*“Good News”.... 


Serenade Of the Bells .......... 
So Far—*Allegro” 
Stanley Steamer 
The Stars Will Remember .. 


| 


TUG Tat Fae 1s wk000 v0k00 


Whiffenpoof Song 


You Do—?“Mother Wore Tights” 


The remaining 19 songs of th 


Radio Networks. 
G. Peatman, Director 


~And Mimi ........ uu 6-6 bun pious C8URR Ss ebb ab 6 CURE 
NS re CES SWE he Cus ea eee re Soe temas ce48 Jefferson 
Best Things Are Free—t“Good News”... : Crawtord 
ee ORR ie a ee Sas S Sines eee : ‘Morris 
Don’t You Love Me Anymore..... Pe Pee Hern ie . Oxtord 
Gentleman Is a Dope—*“Allegro”.........- _...... Williamson 
Golden Earrings—i“Golden Earrings” .............+: Paramount 
is OE ED. gas 5 5 4 0 0 060 Ke be aeabie aS .London 


cow bocdagitteicts?, aiangell 


They're Mine, They’re Mine, They’re Mine... 


Meurice 
... Supreme 
caste eh 34 Pe .. Barton 
pn Shoes”... .. veccces Morris 
‘Perils Pauline’’..... Paramount 
. Simon 
Martin 
Shapiro-B 
Mellin 


eee eee eeee 


Supreme 
..-Morris 
gt 
euiice ark wl Melrose 
. Williamson 
ay eee Seco tes cee tee 

Eble gO ta i het’ Harms 

.. Binatra 
.. Shepiro-B 
.. Miller 
: . Famous 
ee ee Miller 
BVC 


ee ee 


eee ee er te ee eeeeee 





e week, based on the copyrighted 


Audience Coverige Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 


Ain'teha Ever Comin’ Back...... ...... OP ESF . Sinatra 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”..... ..... Sam Fox 
| Feudin’ And Fightin’ .... .........scess.- -. Chappell 
a a seek eo aie Berlin 
Forgiving You ....... aun ds Miige tation bos ee eae Mellin 
Home Is Where the Heart Is....... Pape ... ... Advanced 
I’m Sorry I Didn’t Say I’m Sorry Sey elt . , Shapiro-B 
K Heppened In Hawall.iv.i.. cc ckie dee ces .. Remick 
N.S ds nk ea te eis wind i.e ear tiees Vas OER TT .. Berlin 
Kokomo, Ind.—‘“Mether Wore Tights” F Oeieeie: i & 
Lazy Countryside—j;“Fun And Fancy Free” .......... Santly-Joy 
| Let's Be Sweethearts Again “fee ly Se tities A, OLS 
Sincerely Yours .......... woe. seeds 
po Re ES ea. Se eames: Gare <5. Mills 
There'll Be Some Changes Made.............. . Marks 
Those Things Money Can't Buy.............. Robbins 
Why Should I Cry Over You...... ......... Feist 
With a Hey and a Hi and a Ho Ho Ho..... ... Bourne 
MTS Car Veeck RSS T Oe S CETS vb Cabs BSUTE See Tee ye . Republic 








; +Filmusical. *Legit Musical, 


‘Kenton Up a Tree On 
Contracted Dates 


Stan Kenton’s orchestra is in quite 
a pickle due to overlapping dates. 
Both the Paramount theatre, New 
| York, and Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
, brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., want the 
band, with latter having prior call 
!aeeording to his contract. 
Kenton, currently at the Commo- 
'dore hotel, N. Y., where he closes 
Dec. 21, is due to open for Dailey 








| 


It was thought by GAC and the | the following day (22) for nine days, 
leader’s attorneys, at the start of|then moving into the Paramount 
the case, that the production guaran- |Dec. 31. 
tee clause called fer the disks to be wants to move the band’s 
sold, or McKinley to be paid royal- | date up a week to the 24th. Dailey 
ties equal to the figure {n cash. This| won't give him up after seeing the 
Wordage of business Kenton 
|the pact was later ascertained to’ Commodore. 
, call for the disks to be pressed and! contract for some time. 
, Sold or McKinley could cancel re-|deal originally was to have begun 
| Sardless of whether Majestic wanted | Jan. 7 but had already been moved 


However, the Paramount 
opening 


ahead one week. 


AT YOUR WE 


By Ben Oakland-Herb Magidson 


The following records have been released: 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) | 
BUDDY CLARK-RAY NOBLE (Columbia) 


is doing at the 
Dailey has had his 


Disk Releasing 


Continued from page 39 


created after Jan. 1 if major diskers 
indiscriminately set their own re- 
lease dates on recorded tunes stocked 
as far ahead in a few cases as 1949. 
Of course, it’s granted by most pub- 
lishers that jumping the gun en a 
particular disking means nothing— 
unless that version becomes an over- 
night hit, which rarely occurs. Major- 


matter how far in advance they're 
released until publishers apply con- 
centrated exploitation effort to the 
tune itself. They know this, and so 
do all the recording companies; still, 
these events stir up considerable 
controversy when they occur. 





The Bd Maxine Andrews of Andrews Sis- 


ters is on crutches with broken toe 


suffered in fall from a horse_Sun- 
day (30). 








FLASH & THE WHISTLER (Universal) 
GUY LOMBARDO (Ziv) — NAT BRANDWYNNE (Werld) — MINDY CARSON (Assec.) — SUNSET TRIO (Cep.) 


Te our friends: Thenks fer helping us te make "NAUGHTY ANGELINE” « Hit! 


1619 Breedway, New Yerk 19 


GEORGE SIMON, iNC. 


1520 





ity of diskings remain dormant no) 


U. of Ariz. Pays $6,500 
For Tex Beneke Yet 
Band Won't Cost a Cent 


Tex Beneke orchestra will clear 
a sure $6,500 a8 its end at the U. of 
Arizona and at the same time the 
school is taking no chances on hav- 
ing to dig for the huge sum. Music 
committee has developed an idea 
which enables them to get top 
name bands without having to tax 
the college fund. 


Arizona will use Beneke’s crew 
for an afternoon concert scaled at 
$3.60 top, which assures a gross of 
$6,000, 50°) of which goes to Beneke. 
Apparently attendance by students 
will be a local must. Dark hours 
call for the band at a flat $3.500. 
Total takes for Beneke—$6,500. 
Total outlay to the schoo]l—$50e, 
which figures te be covered by ball- 
room admissions. 





PAUL WHITEMAN, AUTHOR 


Hermitage Press Bringing Out His 
Book en ‘Records fer Millions’ 
Paul Whiteman, 

than 25 years 

with the recerding industry, has au- 
thored a guide to record buying and 
collecting for pleasure. 

“Records for the Millions,” book is 

marked for spring publication by 

Hermitage Press. The bandleader- 

disk jockey cited trade estimates in 

declaring that “more than 10,000,000 

people will buy new record play- 

ers in the next couple of years. 


who’s had more 


of close association 


Tagged 


If industry forecasts prove ac- 
curate Whiteman should find a lu- 
erative market for his book that 
certainly won't be lacking in po- 
tentiality. Contents of the volume 
will be devoted to the technique of 
record making, his own experiences 
in the disk field, plus catalogs of 
disk jockey selections, classical ra- 
dio favorites, etc. His own platter 
collection, incidentally, is scheduled 
to be presented to the Paul White- 
man Room at Williams College. 
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JACK MILLS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| GANT BELIEVE 
| THAT YOURE IN 
LOVE WITH ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
HLS 














DON'T YOU 
| LOVE ME 
| ANYMORE 


eres 


OXFORD MUSIC 














| 
| 1619 Bway, New York 





eo-? 
| IN ft ‘ 
~ 


PEGGY LEE (Cepitel) 
JEANIE LEITT (Decca) 


We honestly expect that, with your help, “I'Li DANCE AT YOUR WEDDING” will else attein the heights. 


SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 
N. Highland. Hellyweed 28° 
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N.Y. Agencies Eyeing Argentine 
As New Outlet for U. S. Talent 


‘ 


Talent agencies are looking at¢ 
Argentina as a large potential per- 
former market. All surveys of that 


country, including that of Jules C. 
Stein, head of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, indicates that the possibilities 
for American talent there are still 
to be tapped. 

As a consequence the parade for 
American representation in Argen- 
tina has already started. Latest to 
get an Argentinian rep is Jerry 


Rosen, who has completed arrange- 
ments with William Fromer, a 
Buenos Aires agent, as Argentinian 
contact. The Mark Leddy office has 
also established a B.A. outlet. 


General idea now is to establish a 
route starting with Cuba where the 
Gran Casino Nacional and the Cam- 
poamor theatre are the major out- 
lets, thence to the Hotel Juaragua, 
Ciudad de Trujillo, in the Dominican 
Republic, or the various Panamanian 
niteries, and unless new territory is 
opened, acts will then make the long 
hop by air to Argentina. 

Agencies declare that the spade 
work for U. S. talent has already 
been done by Hollywood films, which 
are extremely popular in that terri- 





tory. American talent also proved 
its value at the various casinos in 
Rio de Janeiro. 


Gracie Fields has been booked for 













the Flamingo, Las Vegas, starting 
Dec. 24. 
Lovely 
Lady 
of 
Song 


JANE 


America’s 
Foremost 
Marimbist 


CEORGE | 


GUEST 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
p.: PHIL TYRRELL 


New York Rep.: 
Chicago 


























Gowns by 


ERNESTO 


FAYE AND ANDRE 
LOVE THOSE STYLES 


254 W. 46th St., New York, N. Y 


| Pan- American Airways, according to | 




















LAUGHING-STOCK! 


Something New in Comedy Material 


for M.C.’s, Acts, one Disc Jocks 
Laughing-Stock Series |! te $i ea. 
Rapid Fire Routines (Doubles) i te 3. ‘32 ea 


SABOTAGE’ FOUND 
IN A'S INQUIRY 


Matt Shelvey was dismissed as 
{national administrator of the Amer- 
lican Guild of Variety Artists on 








Joe Laurie, Jr. 


tells about 


*““A Great Act That 


ithe board of the 


|}was taken at a special meeting. 
een r ; Shelvey was charged with issuing 
Never Took an “unauthorized directives and orders 
"s 99 and sabotaging the work of the na- 
Encore Peeing Meng 
|tional board of AGVA.” He was 
in voted severance pay up to Dec. 20. 


Shelvey’s axing came a little more 
than a week after he had asked for 
and received a sick leave to consist 
of a minimum of four weeks. In the 
interim, the committee learned that 
|he had allegedly gone to Chicago to 
contact various AGVA representa- 
tives though he had presénted medi- 
cal affidavits 
was unable for the time being to 
carry out his duties. Shelvey had | 
told the committee he planned to go | 
to his Ventnor, N. J., home for a 
|complete rest. 
| Decision to fire Shelvey was 
rived at during Friday’s (28) meet- 


VARIETY S 


42d Anniversary Number 
Out Soon 


Ask Dismissal 


Of Froman Suit 


Dismissal of the Jane Froman | 
$1,000,000 damage suit is sought by | 














|tee which was set up to administer 
|\AGVA during Shelvey’s absence. 
Committee, consisting of Hyman R. 
|Faine, executive secretary of the 
{American Guild of Musical Artists; 
| Florence Marston, N. Y. exécutive 


a motion for Summary judgment | 
filed in New York supreme court | 
last week. ' ‘ 

Pan-American claims that under | (Continued on page 47) 
provisions of the international treaty 
of 1929, known as the “Warsaw con- 
vention,” damages for injuries are 
limited to a little over $8,000. Air- 
ways also bases its motion for dis- 
missal on provisions of the contract 


for transportation which limits dam- F , 
ages to the same amount. opening either Jan. #44 or 21 with | 


The singer is suing for the $1,000,- Jerry Wald’s orchestra. Date will | 
000 damages for injuries sustained | be Russell's first following a tonsil | 
as a result of the crash of the Yankee | operation, which will be performed | 





Russell for N. Y. Par 


After Tonsilectomy 


Andy Russell has been bought by | 
the Paramount theatre, New York, 





Clipper, near Lisbon, Portugal, on | 0" the Coast within the next two 
Feb. 22, 1943. She claims that the | Weeks. 
plane was carelessly handled by Pan- | Russell completed a date at the | 


| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
American employees. Donald Ross, | 
the singer’s husband, is suing for | Saturday (29) night and flew west | 
$100,000 for hospital expenses. |immediately for a disking session 
Lorraine Rognan, comedienne, and | With Capitol, with the hospital date 
Gypsy Markoff, injured in the same | | following. He was bothered con- 
crash also have damage actions | iderably during recent theatre tour 
pending against Pan-American in with Martha Tilton and Dick Wes- 
New York federal court. son, part of his unit, by a bad throat. 


Monday (1) by a unanimous vote of | 
Associated Actors | 
}and Artistes of America. The action | 


to the 4A’s that he | 


ar- 


ing of the national AGVA commit- | 


-SHELVEY FIRED AS AGVA CHIEF 








+ 





‘Performers Lose Costumes 


In Toledo Nitery Fire 
Toledo, Dec. 2. 

Fire destroyed the interior of Ka- 
See’s nitery early Friday 
ing, causing $30,000 damage to the 
spot, which had been renovated this 
year. Blaze was believed caused by 
a discarded cigaret. 


Included ' in the loss were 
| wardrobes of six entertainers. Kay 
Howard, singer, reported loss of 


wardrobe valued at $2,000, besides 
her music. The spot is owned by 
| K. C. Rokicki, Jr., Doris Rokicki, 
and David Rokicki. Loss was par- 
tially insured, and repairs will be 
started at once to reopen the ciub by 
Christmas. 


Sol Tepper-MCA 
Settle Dispute 


| Settlement was affected last week 
between Music Corp. of America and 
Sol Tepper, agent, over commissions 
arising from the booking of Martha | 
Tilton at the Club Charles, Balti- 
more, last year, with Tepper’s return 
of half the 5% booking fee on the 


vv 


‘ink Spots Back to Gale Agency 
Under New Long Term Pact 


The Gale Agency and the Ink 
Spots, whe went through a bitter 
court fight two years ago over the 
latters’ successful try to break its 
| contractual hold on them, are back 
| together The agency signed the 


| Spots to a new term agenting deal 


(28) morn- | 


the | 





late last week and picks them up fol- 


lowing the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
date they'll play over the coming 
holidays 


Shifts of the Spots back to Gale 
from the Universal agency, set up 
by Harry Lenetska and Ben Barton 
following the exit of the pair from 
Gale’s employ is apparently due in 
| some measure to the fiasco the quar- 
'tet ran into during its recent Eng- 
land bookings. On those dates, the 
group ran into consistent difficulties 
over money, and finally quit the tour 
altogether and returned to this coun- 
try. 

Universal’s hold on the Spots 
exists until the Strand run and for 
this reason Gale doesn’t begin book- 
ing them anew until then, Latter’s 
contract, however, was _effective as 
of last Friday (28).. There’s another 


date at the Latin Quarter, Boston, 
set for Feb. 1, which Universal is 
| supposed to have set; it’s not in- 
cluded in Gale’s new itinerary for 
the quartet. Dick Henry, of the 
William Morris office, booked for 
| the LQ. 





Mack Triplets replaced Nancy 
Donovan at the Harem, N. Y., last 
week when latter stepped out be- 


|cause of illness. 


deal. 
Dispute arose when the Club | 
|Charles deducted 5% commissions 


| from Miss Tilton’s salary and for- 
| warded it to Tepper, who is exclu- 
sive booker of the spot. MCA sub- 
seque&ttly protested that 
permit booking deductions from any 
|of its clients. However, Tepper de- 
|clared that the Club Charles was 


it doesn’t | 


| following standard practice and be- | 


| sides, the contract didn’t mention 
that the booking was net. 
After length discussions, a com- 


promise was reached whereby Tep- | 


|per could retain half of the fee. 
Miss Tilton 


was in the spot for | 


| two weeks at $1,250 weekly. As a | 


result of the settlement, a return 
date is being negotiated for her at 
the Charles. 


| 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics‘ 
2 WEEKS | 
CONCERT TOUR 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 























Abe Lyman Ex-Bandleader, | 
Named Vaude Booker | 
Of Fox, St. Louis, 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

Abe Lyman, the bandleader has 
turned theatre booker. Lyman has 
been made exclusive talent buyer ~ 
for the Fox theatre, St. Louis, which 
goes into a stageshow policy Jan. 8 
with a name band and name acts 
policy. He’s already notified talent 
agencies to make submissions. Open- | 
ing show hasn’t been set yet. | 

The Fox theatre, operated by the | 
Skouras interests, is the largest | 
house in the city, having a 5,000 
capacity. Opening of this house to 
talent will mark the first time that 
St. Louis will have a stageshow pol- 
: : ] ibiti standout 
icy on a regular basis. Fanchon & || enieheduin Skill but a downsight 
Marco several years ago booked | funy act. Evans has this advan- 
stageshows into house on a spot | WS hia ooaeaaeee; he ans 
basis. Around six years ago, Kay co ‘a © 
Kyser took out $14,000 for-one week i works y* distinctive touches. of 
on a 50-50 basis. voice nuance and character. His 

Lyman hasn’t been batoning for — ae ene a -_ é Gores 
several years now. He broke up his marks of a natabtieniot ona Ot te 
band several years ago, and at one 
time formed a film producing unit 





VARIETY 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Bob Evans comes through with 





doesn't look out they’ll be referring 
to him as a ventriloquist’s ventrilo- 











with Maurice Duke. However, the | — He ‘goes over handsomely 
firm was unable to get started be- | Odec. 
cause of the difficulty in securing | 
studio space at that time. | 

There’s the chance that Lyman | 
will pick up his baton for sporadic | 
showings at the Fox. BILLBOARD 

ar | Bob Evans Bright Spot 
‘Holidays’ Repeat Date Bob Evans, working with his 


dummy, was one of the bright spots 
on the bill. .. . with band heckiing 
bits and back talk by the dummy. 
Selling was so smooth that practi- 
cally every minute Evans was on 
was good for anything from titters 
to yocks. At one time, the dummy 
lost his shoe, and Evans’s ad lib was 
so glib he should keep it in his act. 


Toleda, O., Dec. 2. | 

Smashing all records for sellout | 
performances for 11 days at Toledo's | 
new million-dollar Sports Arena, | 
“Holiday on Ice,” skating revue, is 
returing here for another five days, 


Dec, 27-31, to accommodate those | 
turned away on previous run. 
More than 80,000 saw the show, 





Master Monologues -2°t eer $2 ea. 
iy a} Seer, $! ea. 
SAM PERRY 


_ ~ A850 Broadway, New. York (9, MW. Y . 











|with seats ranging from $1.50 to $5 
ee 


eee 





AND 


BOB EVANS 


JERRY O'LEARY 
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Personal Monagement EZ KEOUGH 203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, it. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Carnival. N. Y. 
George Jessel, Luba Malina, Elsa 


& Waldo, Graham Sisters (2), Ray 
Jacquemot & Charles Irwin, Line; 
presented by Nicky Blair; devised 


and staged by John Murray Arder- 
son: costumes, Thomas Becher; songs, 
Henry Sullivan and Ira Leff; settings, 
Herman Rose; dances, Richard Bar- 
stow; technical director, Bernard 
Susman; Charles Blackman orch and 
Gao’s Rhumba Band; orchestrations, 
James Toliver; $3.50 minimum. 


When waiters stop serving. to 
watch open-mouthed, a performer 
isn't likely to have anything to 
worry about. It’s probably the best 
test of his entertainment value 
Now you know why you had to 
wait a half-hour between drinks 
Friday night (28) at the Carnival 
opening of George Jessel 

Friday was one of those memo- 


rable evenings. There aren't many 
times when Broadway will turn out 
as it did for Jessel in his first local 
engagement in years. And he threw 
the book at them. He could have 
sold anything. He could even have 
sold Russion real estate to Frank 
Fay. 

On in three different spots, the 
vet comedian undoubtedly gave a 
performance that he wouldn't 
peat, generally, for the rest of his 
engagement. 
ing-night mob of Broadwayites, who 
spoke his language and understood 
his every quip, his every “inside.” 
After the preem it was to be Engle- 

aaa 


USE THESE INEXPENSIVE 











PERSONALIZED —| 


—POSTAL CARDS 


FOR YOUR FAN MAIL 


You get true photographic reproduc 
tions in our black-and-white “Gloss 
Tone” Postal Cards quoted below. 
Delivery from 4 to 6 weeks. All we 
need is your photo 
NEW REPRINT 
1,000 ....$10.50 perM $7.50 perM 
2,000 . 8.25 perM 6.25 perM 
3,000 .... 7.50 perM 5.85 perM 
4,000 .... 7.15 perM 5.65 perM 
5,000 .... 690 perM 5.50 per M 
10,000 645 perM 5.25 perM 


A flat charge of $2.50 will be added 
to the total cost of order if paragraph 
is desired for the address side of card 
not to exceed fifty words. 


F. 0. B. Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Write for Free Samples—Neo Obligation 


Fort Wayne Printing Co. 


on FORT WAYNE 2, INDIANA commen 


re- | 


For this was an open- | 





wood, Larchmont, Freeport and the 
Bronx—they would be the ones to 
fill the till And will. But opening 
night was a “special” for “the mob.” 
| Premiere night saw Jessel’s per- 
|forrnance recall nostalgically the 
| passing of the monologist, once a 
i key talent but one who has now 
|long since packed his word kit and 
gone on. 
memories, even emotionally over- 
whelmed at times by those memories. 
Especially when he spoke of his 
mother and Jimmy Walker, and if 


this sounded corny, sure it was 
i|corny, but there wasn’t anyone at 
| Nicky Blair's joint who didn't ac- 


cept it for an honest emotion. They 
listened quietly, intently to a story 


they knew as well as Jessel himself 

of Gus Edwards days, his career 
as a songwriter, his mom, Walker, 
“The Jazz Singer” and, finally, his 
more recent career as a film pro- 
ducer for 20th-Fox. All sentimental 


stuff that only he, and perhaps only 


one or two others, could get away 
| with in a bistro, or anywhere for | 
| that matter. And all shrewdly told, 


punctuated by a sense of 
humor just when it seemed as if he 
was getting a little too sticky. And 
all readily accepted, as if it were 
new all over again. 
Imagine reprising the 
prayer-chant, “Kol Nidre” 
he did originally in “Jazz Singer”), 
in a saloon and yet never for a mo- 
ment allowing it to lose its austerity 
!and an audience respect for its im- 
| plications! Imagine baring his own 
human, perhaps even embarrassing, 


Hebrew 


and yet never once permitting this 


audience to feel that all the corn- 
husking isn’t done in Nebraska! Im- 
|agine not giving a damn that the 


| waiter is more than a half-hour late 
with your drink because, after all, 
on stage is a little guy who makes 
everything but what he says seem 
| so unimportant! 

For uproarious humor Jessel, in 
his third spot, does his by-now 
| standard “Professor Larbermacher” 
routine, in which, as a near-sighted 
| refugee scientist, getup ‘n’ all, he 
| tickles the risibles in what on open- 
ing night was an abbreviated rou- 
tine because of the extreme length 
of the show. 


| 


its ability. It’s just that there is so 
much of Jessel; 
| suffer. 
i Elsa 


somebody has to 


dance 
with 


& Waido, comedy 
jteam, are hilariously funny 
their slow-motion stuff aril con- 
torted kissers, but they’re on too 
| long by several minutes. 





| place in this show, though certainly 
| not out of place anatomically. Miss 
| Malina is a lassie with a chassis, 
‘and with a flair for low-cut gowns, 
| her beaut looks and disturbing der- 
| riere, who’s listening? This is too 
big a. stage for her to hold alone in 
a song performance that demands a 
more intime background. 





For All Branches of Theatrica!s 
ER ~ 
“The Show Biz Gag File" 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 ea. 
(22 for $18.00) 


10 PARODIES for $5.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 


$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 
Send for list of material, parodies, 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, skits, ete. 
NO C€,.0.D's 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith St., New York 19 


COMEDY PATTER | vn sine nicely. in. the production 


numbers, as do Ray Jacquemot and 
Charles Irwin, who also do well in 
their brief spots. 

John Murray Anderson calls this 
“The New Look Revue,” and he’s 
staged it expertly, as is usual with 
all his shows; the girls are nifties, 
the costumes (by omas Becher) 
colorful and designed to show off 
the gals, with the songs by Henry 
Sullivan and Ira Leff being pleas- 
antly tuneful. Richard Barstow has 
j}done a neat job of staging the 
|; dances, and Charles « Blackman 
| batons the show well. 
| But this is Jessel’s show. 











who caréd about that drink arv~--y? 
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He was sentimental in his | 


gentle | 


(which | 


frailties in a public performance, } 


If there seems to be a neglect for | 
| the rest of the bill, it’s not because of | 
| any special lack of appreciation for | 
| honey-blonde soprano on 
| 


| ilberto Isais is making his first 


Luba Malina is somewhat out of | 


And | 


Larry Adler with John Clayton; 
Joan Merrill, Abbey Albert ch, 
Ed Hali Quartet; $3.50 minimum. 


Those habitual nitery addicts who 
seemingly. know that pre-Christmas 
biz at the boites is supposed to be 
offish willfind plenty of masterful 
entertainment at Barney Josephson’s 
Cafe Society Uptown. Josephson has 
pulled a neat stunt in booking Larry 
Adler into the club at this time. His 
name is always a good draw and his 
emphasis on the longhair material 
adds a nice pre-holiday touch. In 
addition, songstress Joan Merrill of- 
fers sock entertainment as the only 
other performer on the bill. 
| Crowd was a little noisy the night 
| caught (26) but Adlier quieted them 
|} almost as soon as he stepped under 

the spotlight—though he played only 

three pops among his eight selec- 
tions. Best. of the classics is the 

Roumanian Rhapsody and a Mozart 
oboe quartet, which he’s adapted for 
| harmonica and piano. Pop tunes, in- 
cluding “It Ain’t Necessarily So,” 
“When Day Is Done” and an origi- 
nal, “Hand to Mouth Boogie” 
tops. John Clayton furnishes stand- 
out accompaniment at the piano. 

Miss Merrill, attractive as ever, 
has a tendency to overdramatize her 
| gestures, thereby drawing too much 
| attention to them. She sells her ma- 
|terial well, nonetheless, and her 
|“How Did He Look?” is a standout 
example of modern torch numbers. 
Her medium-pitched voice, coupled 
with good phrasing and _ shading 
| knowhow, is. well-suited to the bal- 
| lads she offers, including such tunes 
as “Gentleman Is a Dope,” “Man I 
| Love” (to which she offers a novel 
treatment via a traveling mike) and 
|some special lyrics to “Summer- 
time.” Encore, “Send Me a Man,” is 
partially spoiled by her over-emot- 
Ing. Stal. 





Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Ilona Massey, Gilberto Isais, Ray 
| Morton Orch (8); Cover $1, $3.50 
minimum. 


The current show at the Mayfair 





Whether or not it 
moot matter. To 
Ilona Massey’s credit, however, is 
the fact that almost 300 people 
braved a snowstorm to hear the 
opening 


is a 


night. 


appearance in niteries, and _ the 


Cafe Society Upt’n, N.Y. 


are | 


PETER LIND HAYES & MARY 

HEALY 
Comedy 
65 Mins. 

Copacabana, N. Y. 

Peter Lind Hayes’ repeat stand at 
Monte Proser’s Copacabana serves 
to strengthen the terrific impress ‘he 
made on his initial visit here. With 
his tremendous talent he’s now right 
up there alongside the top boite en- 
tertainers. Hayes’ comedic value is 
accentuated by the Mary Healy, who 
is able to delineate a ‘show of artistry 





on par with that of her talented 
husband 

Haye premiere was delayed a 
week because of his illness, during 


i} one of the top performers in vaude’s 


filled 


| 

| 

| . 

| which time his mother, Grace Hayes, 
| 

| heyday, 

} 

' 

| 


However, the delay was no draw- | 
back to the gala opening Holly- 
woodites, and virtually every cafe 
| comic who could make it, showed up 
| Hayes is doing some familiar 
items, such as his impressions of | 
celebs, for his throwaways, to get 
started before going into his new | 
portrait coilection. Among the fresh 
items are his impressions of an 


Irish tenor, a Gallic chanteur and a 
Negro uartet. He retains the 
Punchy Callahan impression, a gem 
of gentle humor. 

Mary Healy (Mrs. Hayes) provides 
a valuable assist in several of his 
numbers. Her takeoff on Hildegarde 
is virutally a caricature of the chan- 
toosey, with her husband assisting as 
a midwesterner brought out on the 
floor. Miss Healy also delivers a 
song delineation on “How Sweet 
You Are,” with Hayes supplying an 
offstage 
swain. 


aspects of the preem show came 
after Hayes’ regular turn, when Van 
Heflin came on the floor to do a bit, 
and Grace Hayes showed that she 
still knows how to entertain solidly 
with her dissertation on showbusi- 
ness. Withal, the Copa session inten- 
sifies the prevailmg belief that 


4 5 | Hayes has just about everything a 
is an hour of music for concert and | 


| operetta lovers. 
} is an hour of enjoyment for bistro 
| inhabitants 


performer needs. 

Surrounding Hayes is the usual 
capable support, including Blair and 
Dean, a pair of flyweight ballroom- 
ers with a cute set of routines that 
win applause with tasteful tricks 
and fetching dance designs. 

Jet MacDonald and Ray Arnet do 
the production songs and dance 
work capably. Dance and show 
music is by Michael Durso and 





| young Mexican composer projects a 


fine musical background. His pro- 
| gramming, however, is a bit faulty, 
|in that he does two fairly slow 
numbers, Rachmaninoff’s “Concerto 
in C Minor” and “Clair de Lune,” 
before exhibiting the rapid fingering 
'on “Fire Dance.” Crowd’s attention 
| might be held better by replacing 
|one of the slow numbers with a 
| faster item. 

Miss Massey -—in her first local 
nitery appearance has a sock act. 
Singer is gowned in a silver and 
white creation and her natural 
coloring is hightened by a jeweled 
hairband. Obviously nervous, she 
picked up the beat of “Zing, Zing” 
to receive neat returns. Her next 
number, “Cherie Je T’Aime” 
(“Cherie, I Love You”), though well 
done, could be replaced by something 
in the semi-comic vein. t 

Soprano turns on full color of her 
voice in “What Is This Thing Called 
Love” and “Jealousy.” Follows with 
the Hungarian standard, “I Brought 
You Lily Flowers,’ and then the 
title tume from the picture, “Bala- 
laika,” for additional salvos. Encores 
with another Hungarian song and 
closes with Spanish version of 
“Without You.” Zabe. 


} 


Normandie Roof. Mont’! 
Montreal. Nov. 28. 
Duke Alden Puppets, Harold Barry 
& Co. (5), Neil Golden Orch; cover 
$i weekdays, $1.50 Saturdays. 





Duke Alden is a smart puppeteer. 
His handling of dolls shows dexterity. 
He also deepens the general presen- 
tation with superior lighting and 
sperkling costuming of puppets. 
Starts off with “Tabby-the ea ty 
jitterbug that dances under phos- 
phorescent lights for a very neat 
effect. Follows with “Carmensita 
Banana,” who dances not only on 
her own little stage but also does 
table hopping. The latter is some- 
what different and gives a chance to 
audience to see Alden’s work at 
close range. 

Harold Barry sings, dances and 
emcees, aided by five dancing girls 
and joining them for “MacNamara’s 
Band.” Barry’s outstanding talent is 
dancing and he is a treat to watch 
when he does his version of a jitter- 
bug or his slow dancing impression 
of Ted Lewis. 

On opening show, when den 
missed performance. Barry and’ gals 
had to do the whole show and in- 
troduced an agreeable ensemble on 
the theme “A Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Melody” with each girl representing 
in nice costumes the songs, done by 


Barry in background, “Irene.” “Do- 
lores,” “Louise.” “Rosalie” and 
“ at * 4 

Margie.” Nice but not enough 


choreography to take the number 
away from a slight reminder of bur- 
lesque grouping. Neil Golden’s orch 
backs show capably. Marc. 





Fernando Alvarez, while the Doug- 
las Coudy production and line make 
for a diversified and entertaining 
display. Jose, 


DAN DAILEY 

Sengs, Dancing 

14 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

_ As he emphasizes repeatedly dur- 
ing the act, Dan Dailey’s current 
personal at the Roxy, N. Y., is a 
symbolic achievement for him, as he 
was in the dancing chorus at the 
house several years ago. Only re- 
cently in pictures, as Betty Grable’s 
leading man “Mother Wore 
Tights” and opposite Jeanne Crain 


in “You Were Meant for Me,” he’s |. 


next assigned to the remake of 
“Burlesque,” also with Miss Grable. 

For his current act, Dailey sticks 
to numbers from his two recent pic- 
tures, adding seemingly extempora- 
neous explanations and personal an- 
ecdctes. The numbers themselves are 
only moderately impressive, as 
Dailey doesn’t demonstrate any 
great impact as a singer or remark- 
able dancing proficiency. However, 
ne makes a pleasant appearance and 
has a distinctly likeable personality 
and manner. Except for his mild film 
name he doesn’t impress as a par- 
ticularly strong vaude or nitery act, 





in along with others. | 


New Aets 


but suggests musical comedy (and, 
of course, filmusical) potentialities. 
In the traditional song-and-danc 
man’s wide-brimmed skimmer, an 
with the inevitable cane, Dailey 
opens with a lively vocal of “New 
ork Is My Home Town.” He then 
reminisces about his days at the 
Roxy and in vaude, including a 
story of how he got the then-un- 
héeard-of Van Johnson to replace 
him in the Roxy line. He then sings 
and dances “You Do,” from the pic- 
ture, “Tights,” and in. with other 
anecdotal introductions offers “Ko- 
komo, Indiana,” from the same film, 
and the .title song from “You Were 
Meant for Me.” For the last number 
he brings on Audrey Wood (doubt- 
less no relation to the play agent) 
| from the house chorus as his silent 
vis-a-vis. Hobe. 





Mexico City, Dec. 2 
Virginia Fabregas, Mexico's Sarah 
Bernhardt, 55 years a trouper who 
has been honored by the 
government and private organiza- 
tions, is now an honorary citizen of 
the state of Texas. She became that 
at a simple ceremony at the U. S. 
embassy here, Nov. 25, when Am- 
bassador Walter Thurston gave the 
vet dramatic actress a parchment 

signed by Gov. Beauford Jester. 


Mexican 




















voice depicting a youthful 


Perhaps one of the more colorful 





A SINGIN’ ACT 


THAT REALLY JUMPS! 


For Example Since August: 


CLUB NORMAN, TORONTO, ONT. 
STORK CLUB, COUNCIL BLUFFS 
COLLEGE INN, CHICAGO 

CLUB FRONTIER, DENVER 
METROPOLITAN, SEATTLE 
SPOKANE CITY CLUB, SPOKANE 
CAVE CLUB, VANCOUVER, B. C. 
GOLDEN GATE, SAN FRANCISCO 
NICOLLET HOTEL, MINNEAPOLIS 
RKO KEITH BOSTON, BOSTON 
RAJAH THEATRE, READING, PA. 


Hl, LO, JACK 
me DAME 


THE 
NOW—uwUntil December 13th 


WM. PENN HOTEL, PITTSBURGH 
BOB KERR, RKO Bidg., New York 


MIRIAM 
SEABOLD 


Currently—Nov. 17-30 
Merry Go Round 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Dec. 1-14 
Wm. Penn Hotel, 
Pittsburgh 
Permanent Address: 1221 Oakley Place 
St. Levis, Me. 
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MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


oe JOSEPH MARSOLAIS Direction: 
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Cincy Joming 
Arena Circuit 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 
Cincy joins the arena circuit in 
the spring of 1949 with opening of a 


modern 15,000-seat sports and indoor 


show garden, wcrk on which gets 
under way this week. Project®is 
backed by a closed group, Cincinnati 
Gardens, Inc., headed by Charles 
Sawyer, local financier and U. S. 
Ambassador to Belgium after World 
War II, with associates including the 
Jacobs. Bros., linked with Sonja 
Henie’s ice shows. 

Enterprise has a franchise in the 
American Hockey League. Frank 
Selke, now manager of the Montreal 
Canadiens hockey team, has been 
signed as general manager of the 
arena and hockey team. 

Site for the arena is a 36-acre tract 
on Seymour avenue near Langdon 
Farm road, a suburban locality near 
the center of Cincy population. 


Wanger Vice Walters As 
Producer at N.Y. Harem 


Wally Wanger has been named 
roduction manager of the Harem, 
. Y. He'll assume production chores 
formerly handled by Lou Walters, 
former co-owner of the Harem with 
Nat Harris, who stepped out in order 
to devote full time to the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y. 

The Harem has booked the Chan- 
dra Kaly dancers starting Jan. 25 
to succeed the Jack Cole dancers. 








Martha Raye’s Philly Date 
Martha Raye has been signed for 
the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, for 
a February date. 
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STOOGES 


Currently 
ADAMS THEATRE 


Newark, New Jersey 
* 


Management 


HARRY A. ROMM 





The Risque Frisky 

22nd Week Mermaid Room 
Park Central Hotel, New York 
JANE DOUGLASS at the Piano 














Opening Dec. 1 
TOWN CASINO 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 


REELECT ZWICKER PREZ 
OF PHILLY AGENTS ASSN. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

Edward C. Zwicker, veteran 
booker, has been reelected prexy of 
the Entertainment Managers Asso- 
ciation of Pennsylvania. Other of- 
ficers are James V. Loughran, vee- 
pee; Harry J. Ritter, second veepee; 
Joel Charles, secretary-treasurer, 

Elected to one-year terms on the 
board of directors were Earl J. Ball, 
Eddie Mack, Fred Siegler and James 
Smith. New members admitted were 
Lou Schleifer, Julian Hall, Harry 
Dobbs, Iggie Rau and Bill Jaffe. 


St. Louis Daily 








Shelvey Fired 


Continued from page 45 


secretary of the Screen Actors 
Guild; George Heller, exec sec. of 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, and Dewey Barto, AGVA 
rep, took the position that since 
Shelvey was relieved of all duties 
when he was granted sick leave, any 
orders he issued were illegal. It also 
was felt by the AGVA committee that 
many directives sent to AGVA’s field 
representatives were designed to 
“sabotage” the work of the national 
committee. The full 4A’s board 
meeting substantiated the findings of 
the committee. 


Dullzell Wires Discharge 








After Monday’s meeting, Paul | 
Dullzell, 4A’s president, sent out a} 





Urges Nets as ‘Must’ 
For Aerial Acts 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

The St. Louis Star-Times last week 
instituted a campaign to urge 
circus owners tq abandon the cur- 
rent practice of permitting high acts 
to perform without nets. 
written by Kenneth D. Tooill, editor 
of the editorial page, urged John 
Ringling North, new president of 
Ringling Bros. & Barnum Bailey cir- 
cus to take the lead in this direction 
on the theory that other big-top 
owners will follow. 


Editorial, | 


{telegram to all AGVA field offices | 
jnotifying them of Shelvey’s dis- 
|charge. Telegram stated that “de- 
ispite representations to the 4A’s, | 
Shelvey immediately and deliber- | 
ately proceeded to hamper and 
|sabotage the efforts of the commit 
|tee by issuing unauthorized direc- 
jtives and orders and flaunted the 
authority of the committee and of 
the 4A’s. Acting upon facts before 
it, which substantiated the above 
matters, and recognizing the respon- 
sibility before it, Mr. Shelvey was 
this day discharged by the 4A’s 
board.” Wire was also sent to Shel- 





Star-Times’ strategy in this in- 
stance is to get North to either ac- 
cept or reject the suggestion. In | 
be | 


either case, North’s action will 
sent out as a news-story on the 
four major news service wires. 

The editorial labeled “Back to 


Nero” cites the recent fatality record 
of aerial acts in circuses, and de- 
clares that “a Nero complex seems to 
have seized circus moguls during the 
past decade that is not reflected in 
public demand.” 

The editorial continues, “John 
Ringling North is cited as the logical 
man to bring about an immediate re- 
formation of this growing tendency 
to provide blood and death with cir- 
cusés because he is the biggest per- 
sonality in the business. It is strange 
he has not given consideration to 
the fact that circus audiences are 
comprised largely of gentle folk, 
parents and children mostly, who 
come to the big tops to laugh and be 
made happy. To serve them tragedy 
is heinous.” 


Hamid’s Pier, A.(., Leased 
For Industrial Expo. 





| sider 


vey notifying him of his discharge. 
The 4A’s board also decided to 
postpone for a few months the forth- 
coming convention which Shelvey 
lined up for Chicago week of Jan. 
12, Action was taken to fully con- | 
the requests made by the| 
AGVA program committee which 
petitioned for a change of meeting 
site to New York, and which asked 
for a change in convention voting 
procedure outlined by Shelvey. 


Until a new AGVA national ad- 
ministrator is appointed by the 4A’s 
all AGVA affairs will be handled by 
the committee appointed by the 
parent talent union. 


The Shelvey firing marks another 
chapter in the stormy history of 
AGVA. The present union was or- 
ganized in 1939, when the 4A’s re- 
voked the charter of the old Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors, The first. 
executive secretary was Maida 
Reade, followed by Mildred Roth; 
Jean Muir, Hoyt S. Haddock, Gerald 
Griffin, Tom Phillips and, finally, 
Shelvey in 1942. Shelvey. started | 
with AGVA as an organizer in San 
Francisco, later became Miami rep 
and was put in as national head 
shortly thereafter. 











Atlantic City, Dec. 2. 
Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier will 
become headquarters for the Inter- 
national Industrial Exposition next 
summer. 
It will operate under the super- 


vision of Dr. R. W. Waters, who 
will act as its president and general 
manager. Dates fixed in present 


plans call for an opening on June 
26 with the exposition to continue 
until Sept. 11. 





Crystal Terrace, St. Loo, 
Well Set on Bookings 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 
The Crystal Terrace of the Park 
Plaza hotel, is continuing with a 
heavy battery of name talent. Among 
the performers lined up for the spot 
are Florence Desmond, starting Dec. 








31; Jane Pickens, Jan. 23; Lanny 


Ross, Feb. 13; Phil Regan, March 19 
and Liberace, April 9. 


Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 


Shelvey, when contracted, de- 
clared he had not yet received notifi- 
cation of the 4 M’s action, and there- 
fore would not comment. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 2. 

“We The Patients” gave a shower 
and party to Esther Morrisette 
(Mrs. Victor Gamba) at the lodge. 
Among those who helped to make 
the affair a success were John Bink- 
ley, Garry Vandermast, Jim Wilden- 
thaler and Tom Curry. 

Betty (Par) Blessing, former 
sec’y of Dr. Edgar Mayer, checked 
out of the infirmary and is now get- 
ting acquainted with the up depart- 
ment, a nifty comeback. 

Walter Hoban, who mastered three 
‘stages of the thoracoplasty opera- 
tion, upped, and appointed down- 
town shopper. 

H. D. “Hank” Hearn, former pa- 
tient here. now manager of Exhib- 
itors Service, Charlotte, N. C. 

Mary Mason elated over good 
clinic reports, which ups her for 
meals and pix. 

Annual Harvest Hop given by the 
Study and Craft Guild topped all 
previous affairs. Eddie Vogt emceed 
and Meribah Goodwin and Ernie La- 
Rouche’s orch headed entertainment 
program. 

Helen Pelechowicz mastered tho- 
racoplasty operation, and recuping 
at the Rogers. 

Eddie Vogt directing play for the | 
Trudeau dramatic club and a min- | 








strel for the Lion’s club. | 

Forrest Glenn taking course in 
leather tooling at the Study & Craft | 
Guild. | 





565 Fifth Avenue, New York 


(Write te those. who are ill.) 


Pitt. Niteries Shuffling Owners; 
Some Reopen to Snare Holiday Trade 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

Night club picture around here 
has been shifting so rapidly in the 
last few weeks it would take a CPA 
to keep track of the score. Num- 
ber of spots have changed hands 
recently, others are folding and stil] 
others are planning to reopen after 
extended shutdowns, 


Town’s most spectacular white 
elephant, the $250,000 Belvedere, 
which was a bust from the getaway, 
was recently disposed of by owner 
Henry Lewis to a Cleveland syndi- 
cate, which has just cleared up an |} 
old indebtedness with American | 
Guild of Variety 


Artists and an- | 
nounces it]l resume floor shows | 
shortly. 


Len Litman, who bought | 
USO-Camp Shows Sounds | 
Taps in the Far East With 
Combined Show in Tokyo 
Tokyo, Nov. 21. 
USO-Camp Shows folded its over- 
seas operations here Saturday (15) 
with a final two-hour blowoff show 
that combined the last two units re- 
maining Here. Finale was staged at 
the Ernie Pyle theatre, No. 1 show- 
house of the Far East, and Brig. Gen. | 
W. A. Beiderlinden, of General Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters, gave the in- | 


troductory remarks to the windup. 
Members of Units 960 and 970, which | 











took the final bows, included: 


Unit 960: Joyce Mowery, Jerry | 
Wallace, Betty White, Louis Carroll, 
Al Verdi; Ruth Petty, Doris Padgett, 
Nino Ghezzi, Charlie Leighton, Ar- 
lene Weisend, Helen Carter, Helene 
Wohl and Tommie LaRose. 


Unit 970: Archie and Rose Rob- 
bins, William Glass, Mary Witty,’ 
Billy’ Partridge, Rollie Fonzal, | 
Tommy Trent, Victor Dexter, Max- | 
ine Krivit, Al and Art Fonzal, Sandy | 
Grant, Gae Gallo and Ronnie Caw- 
ley. 

Lt.-Col. Justin G.. Doyle, who is 
now director of the Army’s recrea- 
tional service in GHQ’s Special 
Services Section, helped stage the 
concluding show. He was the of- 
ficer-in-charge of the first USO unit 
to head overseas—the one that in 
November, 1941, trekked a 13,000- 
mile trail through the Caribbean 
from Puerto Rico to British Guiana. 
It included Jane Pickins, Mitzi May- 
fair, Benay*Venuta, Ray Bolger, Stan 
Laurel, Oliver Hardy, John Garfield 
and Louis Paluski. 

The former dance team of Byrnes 
& Swanson was also on hand for the 
Tokyo tribute. Don Byrnes served 
as field director for USO shows in 
the Far East Command, and former 
partner Alice Swanson served as his 
office executive. 








Valdes Into La Martinique, N. Y. 
Miguelito Valdes Orch has been , 
signed for La Martinique, N. Y., | 
starting next Thursday (11). re- 
placing the Lecuona Cuban boys. 
Ralph Font band holds over. 











Mercur Music Bar from Mercur 
Brothers few years ago, last week 
sold out to Harry Fox and Al 
Sursette while Lou Abrams has dis- 
posed of Lu Marba (the old Villa 
Madrid) to an undisclosed buyer. 


Operators of Hollywood Show 
Bar, faced with possible eviction at 
the expiration of their lease, have 
purchased the building which houses 
nitery for $100,000 and after trying 
for seven months, Morris Deakter 
has folded his classy Beverly Hills 


| Club, which he built up last spring 


from an old hotel at a cost of 
$150,000. Deakter went in for big 
name shows at the beginning but 
dropped them after a short time for 
just music and dancing, but place 
hasn’t been doing anything. Couple 
of prospective buyers backed out at 
last minute, hence Deakter’s deci- 
sion to close spot. 

The Bachelor club dropped its 
show policy last week, but there’s 
the possibility they'll be back around 
February. 

Spot has been using names on a 
five-day-a-week basis. 





Piermont Stays as Booker 
Of Vet Hospital Shows 


Ben Piermont will remain as exec- 
utive booking manager when USO 
Camp Shows changes to the Veterans 
Hospital Camp Shows, on Jan. 1. 
Bert Wishnew will continue to assist 
Piermont. 

The new organization will continue 
to provide entertainment to hos- 
pitalized vets. 
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Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 
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LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


“DANCUMORISTS” 
JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRELL 
New York Chicago 








January 


America’s Most 


DOROTHY 


Direction RAY LYTE 





Available for Foreign Booking 


12 Famous Boulevardears 


Direct from a Sensational 
3-Year Engagement at the STEVENS Hotei 
Chicago, Illinois 


PERSONAL 
MANAGEMENT 


203 N. WABASH AVE., CHICAGO 1, ILL. 


1, 1948 


Distinctive Line 


DORBEN'S 


HOGAN-LYTE, ine. 














JOAQUIN GARAY—curemy—Havana Madrid 


(PRONOUNCED WAUKEEN GAH-RAY) NEW YORK CITY 








ality and a terrific salesman. He's what New York has cried for.” 


cy Joaquin Garay can sing, and is one of the finest entertainers I've ever seen—-vibrant, bubbling with person- 
—LEE MORTIMER, Daily Mirror. 














7 . Direction: M.C.A. 


7 


Specie! Meterial by Hecht end Bon 








Sega =e ele eon 
i vice rie 
ie ee 





; 

a 
2, 

2, 'e 
A 

- 


48 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 8, 1947 





Roxy, N. ¥. 
Dan Dailey, Three Swifts, Har- 
rison & Fisher, Norman Young, 


Milton Kaye, H. Leopold Spitalny 
House Choir, Gae Foster Roxyettes, 
Paul Ash House Orchestra; “Thun- 
der in the Valley” (20th), reviewed 
in Variety, June 11, '47, under name 
of “Bob, Son of Battle.” 





Current bill at this 20th-Fox show- 
case stacks up as better than aver- 
age. There’s no whammo act, but 
they’re all entertaining and the show 
is nicely routined and attractively 
produced. 

This time the house orchestra is 
placed on an extended apron at 
stage left, with Paul Ash batoning 
as well as introducing the acts from 
there. At the opening the H. Leopold 
Spitalny vocal group is on another 
apron at stage right. As it offers 
“it’s a Grand Night for Singing” the 
main stage has three ballroom dance 
couples, with five other couples 
standing around for atmosphere. | 
Milton Kaye, the house pianist, is 
center stage and follows with a} 
short solo of the Tchaikowsky | 
“Moon Love,” partly in dance 
rhythm. 

With the choir backgrounding, | 
Norman Young is on next with two | 
acceptable baritone selections in op- 
eretta style. The stage is then 
cleared for the clever and laughable 
dance satire of Harrison and Fisher. 
Team does two numbers skillfully, 
avoiding repetition of most comedy 
dance acts. 

Dan Dailey (New Acts), the head- 
liner, is on next with an entertain- 
ing song-and-dance act and some 
amusing palaver about how he was | 
once a chorus boy at the Roxy. 

The Three Swifts follow with | 
their familiar comedy juggling. | 
Dailey sticks around to do a simple | 
juggling bit, then exits for the third | 
member of the act, who's introduced | 
as the drummer in the house band. | 
The trio go through their funny se- 
ries of buildups for several standard 
indian-club bits, to progressive audi- 
ence reaction. 

Finale of the show has the Roxy- 
ettes going through a routine bal- 
ancing on large balls, a by-now 
standard turn with them. Hobe. 


-A 9 N. Y. 

Charlie Barnet Orch (17), Dick 
Baldwin, Jeanne Louise, Bunny 
Briggs, Tommy Rogers, Spider Bruce 
& Co; “The Spide.” (20th). 


Layout at this Harlem vaude 
house currently is a below-par med- 
léy. Charlie Barnet's earch, however, | 
manages to stoke up enough steam | 
to please the Apollo jump set,! 
while the only other items to be/| 











| handles 


score her Hollywood background. 
Goes on to “Civilization” and “You 
Like It,” a Calypso ballad. Comes 
back for a curtain speech, which 
consists of a gag that’s becoming 
somewhat corny in these parts and 
could well be eliminated. In case 
you haven’t guessed, she says, “It's 
very nice to be back in Washington, 
especially without a subpoena.” 

Roy Douglas gets top billing from 
the patrons with his ventro act. He 
and dummy always click here, and 
earn the returns they get. Technique 
is smooth, and character created for 
wooden artner is convincingly 
smart aleck. Highlight of act, which 
once made the Ripley column, is 
stunt in which ventro and dummy 
sing together in harmony in two 
different keys. 

Albins, slapstick adagio team, are 
mildly funny and get scattered 
laughs. Finale, which takes pot shots 
at stock ballroom dancing, has 
enough good acro terping in it to 
give team a nice send off. 

Curtain raiser is Connie 





Stevens 


|in a drum major routine that is so 


swiftly expert that constant twirl- 
ing never becomes monotonous. Gal 
first one, then two batons 
so well that she garners beaucoup 
applause. 

Sam Jack Kaufman 
orch round out holiday layout in 
overture combining the usual 
Thanksgiving motif with a salute to 
the Freedom Train. Patriotic busi- 
ness is handled more tastefully than 
most, with effective help from solist 
Kay DeWitt and narrator Charles 
Edwards. Lowe. 


and house 


State, N. ¥. 


| Jackie Gleason, Betty Reilly, Bob 
| Howard, Ladd Lyon 


(2), Pritchard 
& Lord, Reg Kehoe & Marimba 
Queens (7); “The Wistful Widow of 
Wagon Gap” (U) (2d week). 





The State show adds up satisfac- 
torily although without the punch 
to put it in the sock column. It’s 
one of those shows wherein most 
of the acts do well individually, 
but in the aggregate it's compara- 
tively tame. One of the reasons for 
this condition might be that the 
house had te be extremely careful 
this week because of the increased 
juvenile attendance during the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

Present are a few acts that can 
do well on any stage including Betty 
Reilly, Bob Howard and Ladd Lyon. 
Jackie Gleason will again enter that 
category as soon as he gets fresher 
material. 

Pritchard and Lord, ballroomers 
who combine tap -and ballet, are in 
the opening slot. Terptwain provides 
an extremely miid offering. Their 


recommended are the regular house} routines are showing signs of wear, 


comics amd terper Bunny Briggs. 
Rest of the show is:tired. 

Composed of eight brass, six reeds, 
three rhythm, Barnet’s crew gives 
out with a driving brand of jezz 
that's sharply arranged for easy 
listening. Barnet’s solos on the alto 
and seprano sax, moreover, are 
loaded with riffs that .go over par- 
ticularly -well in this house. ice 
novelty touch is added by two 
colored trumpeters with ‘band who 
do a talk. act with their horns. Orch’s 
baritone vocalist, Dick Baldwin, 


cient stuff to hold the 
«Sele is letely mis-spo 
riggs comp tted 
as the number one item and should 
Seen Sol Meenas Ser the bill, be- 


ers by comparison. Bri 
fiashes one of the smartest fap-terp- 
ing routines in the business. Smooth 
‘and easy without using any acro- 
batic flips to win customer applause, 
he features a unique style of hoofing 
unctuated bv fast and funny breaks, 
as to beg off. 

Other acts include Spider Bruce 
in a bangup skit which is regularly 
repeated here with same uproarious 
results. Tommy Rogers closes the 
layout with a wheezing style of 
comedy patter and singing that's 
narrowly limited to Harlem taste. 
His pipes are fair and he does a good 
job on the novelty tune “ “as 
but his comedy material is a rehash 


of stale gags and his delivery is | 


without finesse. Herm. 


Capitel. Wash. 
Washington, Nov. 29. 
Marilyn Maxwell, Connie Stevens, 
Roy Douglas, The Albins (2), Sam 
Jack Kaufman's House Orch with 
Kay DeWitt, Charles Edwards; “Song 
of Love” (M-G). 








Capitel’s stage bill current session 
is some notches“belew top drawer, 
but is nenetheless so nicely balanced 


and well paced that it is doing its | 


share to pack the house. 
Headliner Marilyn Maxwell, 
Metro player on a_ build-up p.a. 
tour, seems thoroughly at home and 
knows what to do with a tune. 
Chantoosey is plenty eye-filling and 
has a warm, voice. Yet, she 
somehow misses the boat with the 
customers—at least she did at show 
eaught. Her intimate style may be 
in too low register for daytime 
audiences, but reason is more likely 
the material she has been given, 


which is a bit too far off beaten ' 


track for the conventional tastes of 
is yf audience. Opens with “As 
ou a 


written for the occa- | 


zion, with lyrics designed to under- 





and .an infusion of new and original 
material is needed if they're to 
| maintain their former standards. 

| There’s an immediate lift in the 
| proceedings with Howard’s song 
| and piano work, This sepian socks 
across a quintet of numbers with 
vigor and a shade of humor for re- 
turns warranting an encore. Lyon, 
aided by an audience plant, simi- 
larly gets his hand-to-hand balancing 
across, while Miss Reilly hits it off 
nicely with an assortment of rhythm 
tunes, including some in the tin 
and Yiddish idiom. She’s another 
encore getter. 

Gleason’s 
emcee, and his solo turn does com- 
re well, but that’s not enough 

‘or a performer with his capabilities. 
The fact that he gets some of the 
too-familiar yarns across indicates 
that he’d wow with some new 
verbiage. (Ed. note: It’s generally 
the same criticism of Gleason when 
he was at the N. Y. Capitol recently). 

Closer is by Reg Kehoe’s ma 
band, a decorative group with six 
gals. They make a pleasant impress 
wiih the marimbas, vibe and chime 


a 





offerings. 
Louis Basil’s house orch, aside 
offering topnotch backing, 


from 
| helps warm up the house with a 
| fency arrangement of 


“I Wish I 
| Didn’t Love You So.” 

House held over the Abbott and 
| CosteHo starrer. “The Wistful Widow 
of Wagon Gap,” for a ert weer: 

ose. 


. Balio. 
Balttimere, Nov. 30. 
Angie Bond Trio, Steve Murray, 
Walton & O’Rourke, The Robe 
(5), Jo Lombardi House Orch (12); 
“It Had to Be You” (Col). 


Standard layout plays well enough. 
Opening by Robenis, mixed quintet 
of tumblers is punchy despite space 
limitations occasioned by house orch 
on stage. Make things right for 
Walton & O’Rourke to handle vari- 
ety of puppets on small rtable 
stage. et over strongly with han- 
dling of skeletons, jiving blackface 
vocal and piano duo, a very funny 
bit of a drunken dowager at a nitery 
and for a sock finish, two skating 
cats. 


Steve Murray is next with gag- 
ging, fiddle playing and a comedy 
vocal. Set matters for the Angie 
Bond Trio to close with strong sesh 
of instrumental stuff and some vocel- 
izing. Utilizing piano accordian and 
bull fiddle for swingy arrangements, 
trio of femmes give out with “Cara- 
van.” “All These Things,” “Samba” 
ia Bach classic and for encore, “Hey 
| Bob-a-Rebop”—all sold to the hilt 
and a strong closer. 

Biz good. 











Burm. 


in his capacity as , 


RKO, Beston 
Boston, Nov. 28. 


Vaughn Monroe Orch, Frank Fon- 
taine, Zigou Talent, The Dunhiile, 
Moonmaids; “Killer at Large” (EL). 








Vaughn Monroe orch is register- | 
ing biggest week here in many | 
weeks. It remains one of the top, 
band attractions on the circuit as | 
Monroe always comes in with a 
staunch group of extertainers. Lay- 
out is socko all the way. 

Band starts off with “Kokomo In- 
diana” to set a fast pace and never 
lets down. Monroe, fronting the 
band in his usual personable man- 
ner, vocals such top-ranking pops as 
“Ballerina,” “When a Feller Needs 
a Girl” and “Road to Mandalay” to 
catch a begoff from the capacity 
houses he gets on every show. 

Supporting talent includes the 
Dunhills, a tap trio with an easy, 
speedy style; Frank Fontaine, long 
a solid performer in a hilarious ses- 
sion of impersonations and satires 
(including one on Monroe), ‘and 
Ziggy Talent, who wows with his 
usual “Sam You Made the Pants | 
Too Long” plus “The Maharajah of | 
Magador” and “Josephine.” 

Moonmaids, smooth vocal quartet, 
work with Monroe and contribute | 
nice style to “I Wish I Didn’t Love 
You So” and others. In da contrast- 
ing vein Madelyn Russell warbles 
“Papa Won’t You Dance With Me?,” 
“Two Loves Have I” and “Civiliza- 
tion.” Besides being a looker, she 
has a sharp way with a comedy lyric 
and goes very big. Whole show, 
in fact, interlarded with band num- 
bers in superior settings, rates as a 
smash affair, and wows from the 
outset. 

Opening holiday a.m. biz was sen- 
sational in a house that’s been n.s.h. 
for months. Elie. 





@Otympia. Miami 
Miami, Now. 29. 
Gordon MacRae, Rajah Raboid, 
Moedelettes, (12), Sonny Sparks, 
Pryde & Day, Morey & Eaton, Les 
Rhode House Orch; “Cry Wolf” 
(WB). 








Fairish show current here, with 
audience approbation in same vein. | 
Pace setters are the Modelettes. A 
departure from the house policy, 
which rarely includes anything ap- | 
proximating a production number, | 
the 12 gal line turn in two well re- | 
hearsed, though not too imaginative | 
routines. 





Variety Bills 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 3 


Numerals tm connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Leew 
isa va (P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (W) Warner - 











NEW YORK CITY | 


Cupitol (L) 4 
Paul Whiteman O 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Gene Sheldon 
Ben Beri 
Music Hall (1) 4 
Lucile Cummings 
Myrtill & Pacaud 
Acromaniacs 
Gaudemith Kros 
Rockettes 
Corps di 
S¥vin Orc 
Paramount (ir) 8 
Ray Mckinley Bd 
Frankie Laine 
Billy DeWolfe 
Clark Bros 

Rexy (i) 4 
Dan Dailey 
4 Swilts 
Norman Young 
Harrison & Fisher 

State (LL) 4 
R & B Pickert 
The ‘Tunesmen 
Johnny Morgan 
jetty Jane Watson 
Lorraine Rognan 
four Morvecans 


Ballet 


BRONX 
Windsor (1) 5-7 
Alan Reno 
5 Fontaimes 
Catherine Harris 
Roslyn Page 
Paul McWilliams 

BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 5-7 
Lily Ann Carol 
Catron Hros 
Abdullah Girls 
Edward Sis 
Jackie Randall 

QU KENS 
Jamaica (1) 8-6 
Florida 3 
Jesse & James 
Trumpet Twins 
Stan Irwin 
Althea 
(four to fill) 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrame (1) 4 
Walton & O'Rourke 


Coley Worth 
Martin Bros 
HARTFORD 
State (F) 5-7 
Ted Weems Orc 
Jerry Colonna 
Connie Stevens 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) $3 
Carlton & Dell 
Paul Duke 
Eugenie Baird 
Tim Herbert 
Rhodin Bears 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 4 
Illinois Jacque 
J tameeford (re 
Sarah Vaughn 
Patters’'n & Jacks'n 
Nick & Vergie 
OMAHA 
Paramount (FP) 4-7 
Lienel Hampton O 
Choclateers 
Red & Curley 
Mara Kim 
: PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 4-7 
Wilfred Dubois 
Haller & Hayden 
Olive White 
Anthony & 
Gold Tony 
8-16 
Romaine & Babette 
Bobby Del Rio 
Martin & Florenz 
Tommy Hanlon 
Pritchard & Lard 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (I) 4 
Bob Dougias 
Alan Stene 
The Hightewers 
3 Herts 
PROVIDENCE 
Capitel (1) 5-7 
George Freem 
Jordon & Parvis 
The Kanazsawas 
Killeen Barion 
George Guest 
BEADING 
Rajal (1) 4-6 


Rogers 





Shep Fielée Orc 
Bok Hopkins 














Dolinoffs and 
Raya Sisters 


SENSATIONAL EVROPEAN 
NOVELTY 








Gordon MacRae, tepliner of the 
layout hits solidly with his fully 
rounded vocalistics. Guy leaves im- 
presh that he could range high with 
the notes. As is, gets the mitting 
with his easy approach to the pops 
with “Near You” and “Body and 
Soul” standouts. 
Rajaly Raboid, a local fave in 
niteries, garners a good palm-pound- 
ing with his mentalistics. Answers 
any and all questions sent up. 
Unicyclists and balancers Pryde 
and Day do okay with their stunts. 
Routinings are well handled. Com- 
edy spot held down by Morey and 
Eaton doesn’t go too well. Timing 
and showmanship are there, but 
not the material. 

In emcee spot, Senny Sparks han- 
died the chore neatly. Also clicks in 
song stanza. Lary. 


Band Review 


——umae Continued from page 42 


material, seems to have added a dif- 
ferent quality. Perhaps it’s just the 
same fare, only it’s matu It is 
now possible to sit really close to 
those 21 men at work and enjoy the 
results unequivocably. A conversa- 
tion can't exactly be carried on 
while the band is at work; to say 
that is going too far. It’s still plenty 
novel, but there’s new color in most 
of the things it does and the blasting 
isn't as noticeable. Kenton now uses 
bongos and maracas for unusual ef- 
fects, incidentally. Pete Rugulo, 
Kenton’s main arranger, ain't too 
clear himself over what has been 
done to change the band’s approach, 
but admits there is a alecnee. 
Whatever it is, it's a great band. 

Kenton seems to have been soured 
a bit by the numerous objections he 
has heard in the past on the band’s 
destruction of noise meters, its lack 
of attention to pop songs and the 
tempi that go with them for dancing. 
And he uses this situation in a par- 
tially sarcastic manner, along with 
other developments, to actually add 
a dose of showmanship to the pres- 
entation of the combo. For example: 
prior to a broadcast he explains to 
the kids what’s going to cook—and 
warns that dancing shouldn’t be un- 
dertaken since there’s “vicious 
tempo changes and somebody’s lia- 
ble to break a leg.” Such touches, 
combined with his constant (feigned) 
inability to remember at what spot 
he’s playing and a funny routine of 
introducing the members of his 
troupe, add showmanship to the 
broad color of the band’s unusual 
musical performances. 

Kenton still has June Christy on 
vocals and trumpeter Ray Wetzel as 
novelty-tune backerup. Miss Christy 
is a tried performer and her per- 
formance here goes over. as usual. 











Lew Nelson 
Angic Bond 3 
(one to fill) 
State (1) 4-6 
Jarrett & Roberts 
Linda Parish 
Tommy Hanlon 
Pedro & lmurand 
Winton & Diane 
Reis Bros 
Ducat & Kaye 
(one to fill) 
BOSTON 
Bosten (BR) 4 
Barry Sullivan 
Bunin's Puppets 
Will Mastin 8 
Connie Haines 
Stroud Twins 
CAMDEN 
Towers (I) 5-7 
Morry & Frank 
Yvonne Moray 
Julie & Russell 
Hlarper & Louise 
The Warners 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (P) & 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Robert Maxwell 
Pat Henning 
The Colstons 
Oriental (1) 4 
3 Suns 
Marshall Bros 
Caudillo Sisters 
Carl Sands Orc 
(one to fill) 
Regal (P) 5 
Nellie Lutcher 
Dizzy Gillespie O 
Gaynor & Ross 
Dynamite Jefferson 
Rivers & Brown 
COLUMBUS 
e (RB) 8-16 
Frankie Carle Orc 


CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 1 
Gangs All Here 
Duggie Wakefield 
Billy Nelson 
Chuck O'Neill 
Joe Black 
Celia Hart 
Roy Jefferies 
Mills & Paulette 
Tony Vaughn 
Darmora Imps 
3 Monarchs Coe 

HACKNEY 

Empire (1) 1 
Ignorance Bling 
Harold Berens 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Mere 
Bart Norman 
Foul Harmonica O 
Len & Bill Lowe 


Per. Mgt.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
1501 Breadway New Work 








Licyd & Willis 
3 Redingtons 
“ROCHESTER 
Patace (BR) 4 
Tommy Poreey Orc 
(three to fill) 
BOCKT ORD 
Palace (1) 5 
*‘Broatlway Pasving’ 
Whitey Reberits 
Ruleft 3 
Lester Omar 
Seiten Bros 
AN. FRANCISCO 
Geldén Gate (KR) 3 
Rebert Michum 
Ross & Stone 
Danny Drayson 
Enchanters 
(one to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 4-7 
John Arcolinge 
Levan & Holes 
Grace Drysdale 
3 Honey Boys 
Leon Fields 
Caites Hros & 
Merlyn 


TOLEDO 
Paramount (P) 4-7 
Frankie Carle Orc 
Worth 
Martin Bros 

WASHINGTON 
Capitol (i) 4 
Dewey Sis 


Neal Sianley 
Lander & Holland 
Francis Craig 
Howard (13) 5 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Bill Jehnson & 
Musical Notes 
Lewis & White 
Tondaleyo & 





Calypeo Boys 
Danny Dennis 


BRITAIN 


Pam & Jill 
Les Valenions 
LETCKSTER 
Palace (1) 1 
Harry Roy Bad 
Kathleen West 
Duresa 4 
Knaitht & Jowell 
Mighty Atoins 
Oleen Bea Lion 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (1) 1 
Happidrone 
Harry Korris 
Robbie Vincent 
Cecil Frederick 
3 Manley Bros 
Sanina & Valdem’) 
Anna Mac 
Millard & Linden 

















Jay Marshall 
Hal Cooke 
Ellis Larkin 8 
Carnival 
George Jessel 








She handles material peculiar to her 
and does it really well. Wetzel 
wasn’t heard when the band was 
caught (Friday), W vod. 











Elea & Waldo 


i(iraham Sia 


| Luba Malina 


‘Ray Jacquemot 


Jimmie Robbins Empire (1) 1 

Ronne Conn Dante 

Alys Sim-Sala-Bim They 
Bagatelle Chas Irwin 

Dorothy Ross Chas Blackman Or 

- iue Ange! Gao Ore 

Eliz TY Martin : —— 

Pearl Bailey Cafe Society 


(Dewntown) . 
Rose Murphy 
Alan Melvin 
Dorothy Jarnac 
Hope ‘ove 
Dave Martin Ore 
Cafe Society Upin 
Larry Adler 


Joan Merrill 








Abbey Albert Ore 
Gao Guigel Orc 
Copacabana 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Jet MacDonald 


Ha vana-Madrid 
Noro Morales Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Corday & ‘Triano 
Sacasas Ore 


Mary Healy Te 
Biair & Dean Lynn borer * 
Ray Arnet Tiny Clark 


Michae! burso Ore 


Lou Mensch 
Kerpando Alvurez O ‘ el 


Martin Line 


Chico Blir ey 
F Del Monte npy Biank Ore 
Victoria Barcelo La Martinique 
Rita & Rozinu Lecuona Ore 
Los Panchoer Raiph Fent Ore 
Greenwich Vil. Inn | Jayne Manners 


Roberto & Alicia 
leon & Kddie’s 


Jean Parke 
Herera 


Neu Harvey Ore Eddie Davis 
Sonny Roberis O Art Waner Ore 
Harem Mayo ros 
| Jack Cole bers Marion Manners 
Myron Cohen R Davis 

Klisa Jayne Rita Lopes 
John Elliot Wally Dean 

Paul Remos Shepard Line 
Mack Triplets Old Roumanian 
Nevada Smith Sadie Panks 
Fausto Curbello O Joey Dean 

Art Roman O Joe LaForte Ore 

nae pew D'Aquila Orc 

Tommy Reec re = 

No ft Fifth Ave Kesex House 


Erwin Kent Ore 
Latin Qearter 
Harvey Stone 


Phyllis Grey 
Gordon Gifford 


Fiazel Webster Pla ria tenirwiavin 
Downey & Fonville | (Sn pasnons 
Highlights Sinith min Ts on 
Belmont-Plaza Wutricia sda 
Romo Vincent oa ee 
a C & T Valdes 
Jon Laurens Baad 
2" ; Gueneth Omeron 
faylor Line Bum Wivewte 
Castillanos Ore roe . ines ecinids 
Eddie Stone Ure Vince pe vers O 
Hotel Biltmore Rilly Vin ern 
Lanny Ross rg piri 
Ps Whitney Jan Bart 
aut — Demar & Denise 
Mark Devid Betty Jane Smith 
Senny Welton O Tony Baveat 
Stenhben Kisley O Cataline Ore 
Hotel Commodore Kuban Bieu 


Sian Kenton Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 


Sonia Cortis 
Connte Sawyer 
Jean Palmer 


Hetel New Y¥erker | Normann Paris 3 
Sammy Kaye Orc Wally Blacker 
Hotel Pennsylvania Spivy’s 
Chas Spivak Orc Spivy 

Hotel Pierre Shiela Barrett 
landre & Verna Versailles 





Chas Reader Ore 

| Gray Terrell 

| Van Bmith Ore 

| Hotel Plaza 

| Phil Regan 

{Joel Herron Ore 

| Motel Roosevelt 

'Guy Lombards © 

| Hotel St Moritz 

Hido larbich VUr« 
Hotel ® Regis 

Frank Parker 

Raye & Naldi 


Dunninger 

Bob Grant Ore 

Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 

Piute Pete 

Toni Palmer 

Moore Sis 

MacArthurs 

Ranch Ore 

Village Vanguard 

Irwin Corey 

Lee Wiley 

Mex Kaminsky 8 


Nype & Cute Don Frye 
Evelyn Tyner Waldorf-Astoria 
Andre Andree & De Marcos 


Bonnie 
Laszlo & Pepite 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Misha Boeorr Ore 


Ted Streeter Orc Wivel 
J Guarneri % Rob Lee 
Chiaa Doll Kay Carole 
Ming & Ling Prynne Lorey 
Wong Sis Janie Scott 
Taurie Tons Panny White 
Beatrice Knne Oye Zimmermen’s 
fi Curbello Ore Janezi Makula 
Jack Prase Ore Zsiga Bela 
Hotel Taft Paulene 





Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 


Doria Haywood 
Gene Kardos O 


Blackhawk Marian Fedele 
Phil Levant Hong Stylists (4) 
Ray Olsen D Hild Dancrae (12) 


Howard Hrooka 
Shirley White 
T & J Mahoney 
Chez Paree 
Marty Gould Ure 
Panl Draper 


Hotel Sherman 
Leo Diamond 
Mel Torme 
Marty Hogan * 
Jose Melia Ore 
Jeanne Williams 


acne & Lewis Carl Marx 

on Chiesta Orc Latin Quart 
Chez Adorables 110) Lenny Kent oad 
Jean Darling latin Lovelies (1%) 
Hotel Binckstone 


Buddy Shaw Ore 
Valida Snow 
lick Hyde 
Vilma Sherry 


llona Massey 
Ray Morton Ore 


Hetel 
Fred Harris, Donna 


, Paimer House 
lane a. (2) Griff Williams Gre 
; stem Florence Desmond 
Benno Deison O inti & CO : 
The Stewarts (4) Counsuelo 


Ray Malone 
Howard De Courcy 
Hotel Stevens 
Orin Tucker Ore 

Prof Lamberti 
Marcella Gould 

BE & J Slack 
Scotee Marsh 
Sensationalisis (3) 
Boulevar-dears 


Helsings 
George Gobel 
Bil Chandler Ore 
Mary F Kineaid 
Jack Burtell 


Hi Kdgewater Beach 
George Olsen Ore 
Cardini 

Paul Haakon 


| Record Kazan Coin 


Contizaed from page 1 


te Hollywood; his last pic was “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement.” 

Heretofore top remuneration for 
dire“tional jobs was around 15°, and 

'\hor-directors xs George S. 
ke.uimian and Moss Hart are said to 
have received that share of the 
prefits in insianees of “My Sister 
Eileen” and “Junior Miss.” Around 
the same compensation goes to 
Joshua Logan for his work with 
“John Loves Mary” and, in addition 
to the weekly percentage, he is billed 
a3 associate producer, show being 
presented by Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein. Guthrie McClintic also draws 
down a goodly percentage, which ap- 
plies to “Antony .and Cleopatra,” he 
also being compensated for script 
work. 

Backers of “Streetcar” did the 
largest part of the financing, which 
is not unusual, angels often putting 
up all the money, but in light of the 
record percentage to Kazan, they 
will share in 40° of the profits in- 
ste ¢ of 50% or more in some in- 
stances. 
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Mull More Flexible Press List: 
Cullman Says Cut ‘Makes No Sense’ 


Proposed limiting of Broadway + 


opening-night lists appears tobe in 
a state of flux, and while the num- 
per “6f tickets given the press will 
doubtless be reduced, it’s generally 
conceded that there will be a more 
elastic schedule arrived at than the 
managers originally announced. To- 
morrow (4) the board of the League 
of New York Theatres is due to con- 
sider the suggestions for more elas- 
ticity made at a meeting with press 
agents last week. It is likely that a 
revised list will be submitted to 
manhager-members of the League be- 
fore it becomes “official.” 

Along Broadway there was varied 


comment over curtailing the press 
list, opinion mostly favoring the 
press contingent although partial 


curtailment received the nod. 
League’s plaint against “cold” open- 
ing nights could be blamed more on 
those first nighters who arrive late 
at the theatre and are often inatten- 
tive, it is felt. 

Howard S. Cullman, one of Broad- 
way’s most prolific hackers, stresses, 
for instance, that the proposed press 
ticket slicing makes no sense. Those 
in the amusement business need the 
aosistance of columnists, radio com- 
mentators, magazines and all those 
that influence public opinion. It is 
inconsistent to ask for their assist- 
ance through press agents and then 
deny them the privilege of covering 
the shows.” 

Proponents of curtailment among 








‘the Broadway and London versions | 


|from England last week just ahead | 


' 
| 
| 


‘Finian’s’ Book Puzzled 
British, But Dances OK, 


Michael Kidd Reports 


Michael Kidd, dance director of 


of “Finian’s Rainbow,” returned 


of the news that the British edition 


., would close Saturday (6) after only 


a seven-week run. The British 
found the elements of “Finian’s” | 
book too confusing, thought Kidd. 


They couldn’t understand the specific 
U. S. parts, such as the Negro ques- 


tion, and. the Southern Senator, and | ducers, folded initial venture, “All | 


| 
isuch American jokes as references to 


} 
} 
| 


j 


| pace. 


| 


the League’s officers state that it is | 


only the first night that the limita- 
tion would apply and that those sup- 
posed to be scratched from the list 
are welcome to attend the shows on 
the second or some subsequent per- 
formance, 


EQUITY OKAYS CUTS 
IN PAY FOR ‘FANCY’ 


It’s umusual for a cut in salaries 
to be made at this period of the sea- 
son but Equity okayed such an ar- 
rangement for “A Young Man’s 
Fancy” after surprising figures were 
submitted. Comedy played through 
the summer at the Plymouth, N.Y., 
then moved to the Cort. “Fancy” is 
in its 32d week but indications are 
the show operate@ in the red from 
the start, it’s slated to be $165,000 on 
the wrong side of the ledger. 

Play is presented by Henry Adrian 
and it’s understood the booking con- 
tract for the Cort calls for a guar- 
antee to the house of $3,500 weekly. 
Average gross has been around $7,- 
000 but it’s claimed the show, which 
has a number of juveniles in the 
cast, has been bettering an even 
break though that’s hardly borne out 
by figures submitted when the salary 
slice was sought. Adrian, whose 
previous tries included “Victory 
Belles,” during the war, and “The 
Girl from Nantucket,” a costly musi- 
cal which also flopped, was on the 
verge of closing some weeks ago. 

Stated at time of the intended fold 
that the authors “refused to cooper- 
ate,” which revealed that the writ- 
ers declined to shave their royal- 
ties. “Fancy” was written by Harry 
Thurschwell, an attorney, and Al- 
fred Golden, who burned when 
Adrian recently was reported say- 
ing fie wrote the play. Authors com- 
plained to the Dramatists Guild over 
non-receipt of royalties and script 
changes without their assent. 

Revival of “Burlesque,” which has 
Tun nearly a year at the Belasco, 
also has a modified cut salary ar- 
rangement, dating from the summer. 
Cut only applies if the gross drops 
under $14,000 weekly. The actors 
have been getting their contractural 
salaries through most of the fall, 
however. 


Baggage Car Astray; 








Delay ‘Lucasta’ Preem 


Columbus, O., Dec. 2. 

Opening of “Anna Lucasta” on 
Thanksgiving night (27) at the Hart- 
man theatre here was delayed until 
Friday (28) because the show's bag- 
Zagecar got hooked onto a Chicago 
train in Cleveland and wound up in 
Elkhart, Ind. 

A virtual capacity opening-night 
house could not be notified, patrons 
arriving in the first full-fledged 
snowstorm of the year. 

Only a few weeks ago Fred War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians had to borrow 
instruments from the Columbus 
Philharmonic Orchestra and play in 


Memorial Hall in street and sport | 


clothes because their baggage went 
astray. 


| 
| 
| 











| 


| claimed. 


TVA and Sears & Roebuck. 


But audiences went all out for the 
dance and musical numbers, he 
This went, too, for the 
young people in the show. Dancers 
aren't as integral a part of English 
shows as in Broadway musicals, 
Kidd said. Their importance in a 
show like “Finian’s” was relatively 
new. The dancers liked working in 
a U. S. show, because of the faster 
The type of movement and 
expression was new but intriguing 
to them, he added. 


A dancer with Ballet Theatre un- | 


til his assignment to stage the 
dance numbers for the Broadway 
“Finian’s,” Kidd has offers to stage 
dances for three forthcoming shows, 
including a revival of “Sally.” He 
did the choreography for a ballet, 
“On Stage,” now in the Ballet Thea- 
tre repertoire, and may dance in the 
work during the current BT run at 


City Center, N. Y. This would be | 


his first dancing since an operation 
on his heels last season. He has an- 
other ballet in mind which he plans 


| working on this winter. 





Actors Fund Finds 
Itself Unusually Busy 


Actors Fund recorded one of its | 


busiest periods during late Novem- 
ber through sudden deaths in the 
profession; it was much above aver- 
age. The actors’ charity defrays 
costs of the burials. 

For the two weeks immediately 
prior to Thanksgiving arrangements 
were made by the Func to take care 


of 11 casualties, one from as far off | 


as St. Petersburg, Fla. Fund’s annual 
report showed that during the 1946- 
47 fiscal year there had been a total 
of 74 burials by the Fund. 


Among those who passed away 
were two oldtimers, William Wads- 
worth and Charles E. Burrows, both 
over 80, but both of whom secured 
stage engagements unexpectedly in 
recent years. Wadsworth played the 
elderly doctor in “Three Is a Fam- 
ily” and scored the hit of his carear, 
while Burrows appeared in a road 
company of the same comedy, pro- 
duced in 1943 by John Golden. 


There are a number of veteran 
actors who frequently visit the Fund 
offices and chat in the “backroom.” 
When Wadsworth and _ Burrows 
were engaged for “Family” it was 
an event that other oidsters consid- 
ered something of a miracle. 





Phil Dunning 


observes that 


“Somebody Always 
Writes About the 
Good Old Days’’ 


a bright feature in the 
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$90,000 Red in Fold 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Lambour and Golden, Chi pro- 


|Gaul is Divided,” at the Civic thea- 
| tre here after three-week run. Show, 
| which opened Oct. 19 in Detroit, had 
|}an estimated loss of $90,000 despite 
'several rave notices. Most critics 


were lukewarm to play about GI's | 


| in the black market. 
Firm already has a musical in 
| preparation for spring production, 


a 


| “eee. 
‘Sons’ Flops In 
} 
Chi and Quits 
“All My Sons,” slated to close in 
|Chicago Saturday (6) at the Er- 
langer, after a disappointing three 
weeks there, is the second drama 
rated among Broadway’s clicks last 
Season to have flopped in the Loop 
this fall, the first was “Another Part 
of the Forest.” 
| “Sons” played the stand under an 
arrangement with the Theatre Guild, 
the latter’s subscribers being offered 
“Sons” tickets at the usual price re- 
iduction. Understood - that 
gross was only a few hundred dol- 
lars over the amount totaled from 
| subscribers, and it was felt that the 


postwar picy would not successfully 
tour further without that support. 


“Sons” was accoladed by the N. Y. 
Critics Circle as the best play dur- 





ing 1946-47, and business at the 
Coronet, N. Y., spurted after the 
award last spring, spanning the 
summer, run continuing until re- 


cently when the play went to the 
;road after 41 weeks, playing Roches- 
iter and Buffalo prior to Chicago. 
| Pointed out that neither drama had 
|stars in the casts nor name players, 
|the possible reason why the shows 
‘did not attract more than moderate 
| out-of-town grosses. However, when 
“Forest” tried out last-season excel- 
jlent takings were registered in a 
‘couple of stands.. 





Lief May Baton in Dallas 
Dallas, Dec. 2. 

Arthur Lief has been offered the 
| position of conductor of the 1948 
| Season of operettas to be staged here 
by the State Fair of Texas. Lief 
would replace Giuseppe Bamboschek, 
musical director of the operettas 
since 1943; who plans to tour Brazil 
iand visit his family at Trieste. 

Lief was associate musical director 
of the St. Louis municipal opera in 
1946 and last season conducted the 
touring company of “Call Me Mister.” 


Of ‘Gaul’ in Chicago se": 


“Sons’”’ | 


Thanksgiving Wk. Tough on B’way; 
All Shows Hit, But Weekend Better 


+ 





Axel Yokel Dies at 61 
In N.Y.; Newspaperman, 


Death of Alex Yokel, 
been a Chicago 
| Broadway press agent and legit pro- 
| ducer, marks the passing of a color- 
ful figure among showmen. He died 
Thursday (27) at the age of 61. 

Yokel got his show biz start in 
| Chicago, where he had been inter- 
lested in road shows that played 
stands. He came to New 

fork to become press agent for the 
|late Sam H. Harris’ attractions, and 
ihe was highly regarded in that post. 





| way show as manager, “Three Men 
On a Horse” (1935), in which he was 
|backed by Warners. Comedy, by 
| John Cecil Holm and George Abbott, 
'ran for more than two years, and 


profits from its road companies 
|were big, too, but Yokel’s share 
| wasn’t all gravy. He planned to | 


| protect himself financially by buying 

annuities but through manipulations 
by men he trusted the securities 
were never delivered, and he nearly 
went broke. 

More recently Yokel was 
'ciated with the click “The Glass 
| Menagerie,” which brought Louis J. 
| Singer into show business as its co- 
|producer with Eddie Dowling. Singer 
‘financed the production. Yokel 
| brought them together, in exchange 

for which it was agreed that he re- 
ceive 5% of each partner’s share. 
At Yokel’s suggestion ‘“Menagerie” 
opened in Chicago, at the Civic the- 
,atre, where the critics hailed the 
|new drama. Show sold out there for 
| three months before it was brought 


| to Broadway (Playhouse), where it | although 
was cited as the best drama of the | 


| season (1944-45) by the N. Y. Critics 
Circle. 
| Yokel officially was general man- 
|ager of “Menagerie.” During the Chi 
|engagement, and thereafter in New 
| York, he went through a series of 
wrangles with Singer. The latter 
‘allegedly refused to turn over to 
| Yokel the agreed-upon share of the 
play, although Dowling had readily 
done so. After months of contro- 
'versy the matter was settled, Yokel 
accepting $25,000. Joel W. Schenker, 
a businessman outside show biz, who 
was also supposed to be in on 
“Menagerie,” also settled his claim 
| out of court. 
| This season Yokel produced “The 
Benchwarmer,” with Bert Wheeler 
playing the lead, but the play was a 
flop in Detroit, where it opened, ~ 
He had suffered from heart disease 
for some years, and that caused his 
death. During his disputes with 
Singer, Yokel was advised by his 
medico not to take the witness stand 
because of his illness, 


Another play which he produced 
but closed at tryout was “The Snark 
Was a Boojum,” put on _ several 
years ago. He obtained the rights of 
“Love From a Stranger” from Lon- 
don and was in on the American 
‘presentation, which did not fare well. 
Other plays in which he figured 
were “Bury the Dead,’ “The Song 
Writer” and “Under the Gaslight.” 

His widow is the former Mrs. 
Rosalind Levy. Funeral services 
‘were held Sunday (30) in N. Y. 


| 
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Webiet itieteadt ith tie Guat Deeed- | between $500 and $600 on Monday 


* Last year Thanksgiving week saw 


indications of a pre-Christmas busi- 
ness slide along Broadway one week 
sooner than usual, and the same ap- 
plies this season, although Turkey 
Day is supposed to see the peak of 
the fall period. A difference in con- 
ditions dees not appear to count. 
There was a softcoal strike threat a 
year ago, and Broadway lights were 
dimmed to conserve fuel, yet that 








weekend saw the midtown jammed 
with customers. There was a like 
influx last Friday and Saturday 
(28-29). 

Thanksgiving week started dis- 
mally with a torrent of rain, and the 
effect on boxoffices of theatres with- 
out heavy advance was im- 
mediate. Several shows got unbe- 
lievably small money, stated to be 


Sales 


(24) night, while reports were that 
takings for two attractions were con- 


| siderably lower. Attendance did not 
|}improve much up to midweek but 


| satisfactory. 


the holiday matinees were generally 
Thanksgiving night 


| was exceptionally off and, as one 


leven 


| 


agency man put it, “you couldn’t 
give tickets away.” Rush theatre- 
ward the following two nights saved 
fairly good grossers from tum- 


| bling to new fall lows. 


Despite the holiday, declines in 


ithe weekly grosses were estimated 


asso- | 


} 


| 


| 


} 


| 


} 
| 


' 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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| Sunday 


at around $2,500, too much to pre- 
vent some shows frem operating in 
the red. There were exceptions, of 
course, but the offishmess was no- 
ticed even with attractions that have 
consistently registered actual capac- 
ity. Drop for those shows was dis- 
counted by the managers, who 
cl'imed that takings were down 
only a few hundred dollars. One 
of the marked exceptions was “Ice- 
time of 1948,” which was quoted 
ju.rping $9,000 to $42,000, with one 
extra matinee (10 performances), 
“Ice Follies’ was current 
at Madison Square Garden. 

One new show, “Antony and Cleo- 
patra,’ entered ‘he list; two are 
carded to debut this week, the high- 
ly touted “A Streetcar Named De- 
sire,” and the calypso musical, 
“Bongo.” A dram., “The Gentleman 
From Athens,” and an intimate mu- 
sical, “Angel in the Wings,” are 
scheduled to open next week Next 
premieres thereafter are revivals of 
“Crime and Punishment” and “To- 
paze,” dated for Christmas week, 
with the D’Oyly Cartes starting New 


| Year's week. Two and probably 


three major musicals are on Janu- 
ary’s incoming cards. 

Currently there are half a dozen 
fewer shows on Broadway than in 
the same week a year ago, and so, 
of course, there’s no house shortage, 


EXTENDS CHI ‘ANNIE’ 
Chicago, Dee. 2. 
Irving Berlin trained in last week 
to persuede Mary Martin into ex- 
tending stay of “Annie Get Your 
Gun” at the Shubert past scheduled 
Jan. 10 closing date. Miss Martin 
had insisted she wouldn’t stay at any 
house more than 12 weeks because 
she wanted to play before audiences 
that had never seen her~ before. 
Shuberts and Berlin, however, have 
been awed by fantastic Chi grosses 
of “Annie.” 
Upshot of Beriin visit is that 
“Annie” stays until Feb. 28. Miss 
Martin’s old contract has been torn 





| up for a new one that brings her a 


hefty salary hike. 


Treasurers’ Benefit 
Show Gets $14,000 


Treasurers Club of America, most- 
ly made up of Broadway legit box- 
office men, held its annual benefit 
(30) for the organization's 
sick and burial fund. Extra per- 
formance of “The Heiress” at the 
Biltmore was played in aid of the 
fund but the actors were paid pro 





| Tata, as usual, at the club’s insist- 
‘ence. Top was $6 and takings ap- 


' proximated $3,500. Real profit, how- 
ever, came from the souvenir pro- 
| gram, and between that revenue and 
_show, club’s fund added $14,000. 

| Treasurers’ many-timed president, 
| Allen Schnebbe, manager of the 
| Lyceum, again handled the program, 
| which contained 170 pages, with 
| Lewis Harris (Biltmore), current 
| president, chiefly aiding. Gross on 
, the book topped $16,000, while the 
cost of printing was arctind $3,400. 
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N.Y. to Rival Paris-Vienna-Berlin As 
2-Opera-House Town Via City Center 


New York is well on its way to~ 


becoming a two-opera-house city 
like Berlin, Paris and Vienna, with 
its younger house a real people’s 
opera company for the masses— 


thanks largely to the efforts of 
Laszlo Halasz and the City Center 
Opera Co. With a strong assist from 
Broadway, by the way. 

The three-and-a-half year old 
operatic institution at City Center 
directed by Halasz, will do 13 weeks 
of opera this season (eight this fail, 
five next spring) and will do 15 
weeks next year. 
Metropolitan Opera does only 18 
weeks of presentations a season. 
Halasz’s idea is an eventual com- 
plete season of opera at the Center 
from September to May, as firmly 
entrenched as the Met. Where the 
Met is a “class” house, with top of 
$7.20, and lowest price about the 
Center’s top, the Center will be a 
house for the masses, at the $2.40 
top that now obtains. 


Final week of the Center’s opera 
this fall coincided with the Met’s 
opening week. Instead of the com- 
petition hurting, the Center did the 
best business of its eight-week run 
in the last five performances, all but 
one selling out. 

Opera Unique at $2.40 


Halasz claims his company, with 
its style of presentations at a $2.40 
top, is unique. It differs from all 
other troupes in being real ensemble 
theatre, he says. It follows Broad- 
way legit style more closely than any 
other company, ahd is more dra- 
matic. Its audience consists mainly 
of New York’s young elements, who 
won't take old-fashioned opera. The 
Broadway dramatic style, the new 
audiehce — these are City Center 
Opera’s chief contributions to the 
art, says Halasz. 

He’s trying to put on operas differ- 
ent from the Met, he claims. He’s 
done “Eugene Onegin,” “Salome,” 
“Ariadne,” “Werther’—not usually 
in Met repertory. He’s bringing four 
or five new productions in a year, 
which the Met doesn’t. The operas 
have modern productions, new sets 
and costumes. Next spring he'll 
preem an American opera, Gian- 
Carlo Menotti’s “The Consul.” Halasz 
believes in opera in English, but 
wants to do original works, as an 
easier way of introducing opera to 
the public rather than through 
dubious texts of foreign ones. 


Assist From Broadway 


Halasz says that Broadway gave 
him a lot of ideas towards doing 
operas as plays, to make them dra- 
matic and alive. He thinks, too, that 
Broadway opera (as exemplified in 
“The Medium” and “Street Scene”) 
did more good for his company than 
anything else. He also believes these 
operas introduced better music to 
Broadway. Opera, he says, is be- 
coming a part of Broadway, although 
the en. suite form of eight-shows-a- 
week isn’t good for opera, for Broad- 
way, or for the singer. 


Halasz says he likes Broadway 
people in opera for three things: (1) 
their superb diction, (2) their action, 
(3) their sprucedness. They watch 
themselves constantly, in figure, 
makeup, costuming, never getting 
Sloppy. He says he’s taken a lot of 
stage directors from Broadway for 
his productions, in Jose Ruben, Eu- 
gene Bryden, Teodor Komisarjevsky, 
€ic. 

For singers, he took Wilma Spence 
from “The Merry Widow,” Virginia 
Haskins from “Carousel,” Evelyn 
Keller from “The Medium,” and 
Virginia MacWatters, Dorothy Sar- 
noff and Ralph Herbert from “Rosa- 
linda.” In turn Broadway took such 
talent as Polyna Stoska for “Street 
Scene.” 


The tragedy, says Halasz, is that 
the artists go away as fast as they 
come. Covent Garden grabbed five 
of his artists last season, and two 
didn’t return. The Met took Miss 
Stoska, Regina Reznik, Martha Lip- 
ton, Jennie Tourel, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Mario Berini, Thomas Hayward, 
Ramon Vinay, Hugh Thompson, 
Giuseppe Valdengo and the conduc- 
tor, Wolfgang Martin. In _ turn, 
Halasz has used the Met’s Norman 
Cordon, Frederick Jagel, and others. 

He’s giving all young singers a 
chance, auditioning about 
yearly. He gets them from every- 
where. And he’s giving youngsters 
a buildup for the future (as in the 
case of Dorothy Kirsten, Polyna 
Stoska, and others), with the train- 
ing that singers of bygone years had 
to go to Europe to acquire. 


The 63-year-old L 
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‘Billy Sunday’ Ballet 
In Bow by Monte Carlo 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Ruth Page’s ballet, “Billy Sun- 
day,” done a year ago by the Renais- 
sance Society of the U. of Chicago, 
will have its professional premiere 
when Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
presents it during troupe’s mid- 
winter run at City Center, N. Y., in 
February. Last Page ballet to be 
seen in N. Y. was the controversial 
“Frankie and Johnny.” 

“Billy Sunday” will also be done 
by the Paris Opera Comique next 
spring, with Miss Page going over 
to stage it. Remi Gassmann, com- 
poser of the score, is now in Paris 
setting up the deal, Jerome An- 
drews, who danced the title role in 
the Chicago preem, may repeat it 
in Paris. 


Concert Biz Off 
By 15% from 46 


Concert business is definitely off, 
about 15% from last year, according 
to Marks Levine, veepee of National 
Concert & Artists Corp. in charge of 
its concert division. Drop, says 
Levine, who just returned to N. Y. 
from a six-week trip to the Coast, 
is due to the uncertainty of the 
political and economic situation and 
a desire to conserve cash. 


But it’s only a temporary setback, 
Levine feels, and likely to last only 
until after the presidential election. 
Inquiries for next season’s bookings 
are coming in at a greater rate than 
last year this time, he says. The 
underlying tone of musical life in 
this country is a healthy one, ac- 
cording to Levine, with its structure 
fundamentally sound and its outlook 
bullish. 

As for general conditions, railroad 
and hotel situations have eased up 
through the country. What’s trou- 
sling coucert managers this fall is 
a wave of illnesses, causing cancella- 
tions in bookings. Helen Traubei, 
Simon Eerere, Ezio Pinza and others 
on NCAC’s list have had to canccl 
a strip of appearances. The National 
Male Quartet cancelled five concerts 
because one member took ill from 
food poisoning. 

As to the situation abroad, with 
next summer dates to fill during the 
U. S. off-season, Levine says he’s 
booking in Canada, Mexico and such 
South American cities as Buenos 
Aires without difficulty, as artists are 
able to get their fees out without any 
trouble. He is, howeyer, refusing to 
send any artists to Rio de Janeiro’s 
summer opera season unless fee is 
deposited in a N. Y. bank first, due 
to difficulties in getting funds out 
last summer. 

Part of Levine’s Coast trip was in 
connection with plans for the Metro- 
politan Opera Assn.’s spring 1948 
tour, which NCAC helps to book. 
This will be the Met’s longest tour 
on record and embrace some un- 
usual features. The Met will per- 
form in Los Angeles for two weeks, 
in its first L. A. visit in 42 years. 
It will play Richmond for the first 
time in many years, and in Denver 
and Lincoln, Neb., for the first time 
ever. Tour will last nine weeks and 
one day, including Boston, Balti- 
more, Richmond, Atlanta, Chat- 
tanooga, Memphis, Dallas, Denver, 
Lincoln, St. Louis, Los Angeles, 
Bloomington, Ind., Minneapolis, 
Cleveland and Rochester, N. Y. 


Shows in Rehearsal 








“Strange Bedfellows” — Phillip 
Waxman. 

“The Men We Marry”—Edgar 
Luckenbach. 


“The Master’s Chair” (Hollywood) 
—Lawrence E. Stanhope. 

*“Bonzana Bound”’—Paul Feigay, 
Oliver Smith and Herman Levin. 


“Crime and Punishment”  (re- 
vival)—Oliver Rae and Ralph 
Whitehead. 


*“Look, Ma, I’m Dancing”—George 
Abbott. 
“Topaze” 
0. 
*“Make Mine Manhattan”—Joseph 
Hyman. 

“Galileo”—Charles Laughton (for 
Experimental Theatre). 

“Lamp at Midnight”—New Stages. 


{revival}—New Opera 








* Musical. 








Charlotte Greenwood 
detalls 


How Jeritza’s Coif 
Saved “‘Letty”’ 


* * ®# 
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COMMUNITY CONCERTS 
UP 300 TO 813 CITIES 


Community Concerts, division of 
Columbia Concerts headed by Ward 
French, announces an increase of 
300 cities in membership during the 
past year, to bring total of towns on 
its list to 813. While business has 
fallen off in theatre, niteries and 
other branches of music, Community 
membership has steadily increased. 
French estimates nearly 4,000 con- 
certs to be given in the 813 cities, or 
from 40 to 50 concerts every night. 


This year Community organized 10 
cities in Mexico and expects to have 
25 lined up below the border by 
next season, to add to its roster in 
the U. S., Canada and Newfoundland. 
The organized audience movement, 











which French started in 1921, is run | 
on the proposition of signing up} 


local membership each fall at a $5 
membership fee. Town receives up 
to nine concerts a season, with five 
the average. Membership fee today 
is still $5, as in 1921. Gross mem- 
berships have gone up, of course, to 
provide bigger budgets. Field reps 
direct the town’s local campaign, or- 
ganize audiences and membership, 
deposit the coin in a local bank and 
close the books—all in a one-week 
drive. 

Field reps of Community are hold- 
ing their 17th annual get-together in 
N. Y¥. this month (1-19) to discuss 
sales and organizational problems 
and catch up on concerts, especially 
the new artists. On the agenda are 
discussions of double series, new 
methods of campaign procedure and 
publicity. Many towns are sold out 
to auditorium capacity in member- 
ship, to suggest a second series in 
the town, or double concerts in the 
sense of having an artist stay over 
for a second night. 

French has prepared two novelties 
to present at the current meeting of 
the 55 fleld reps. One is a 20-minute 
16m musical film on artists, to be 
shown before women’s and service 
clubs, etc., as a sales point. An- 
other is an open-end transcription of 
shows with various artists, with 
opening and closing announcements, 
as a promotion stunt. Package in- 
cludes four transcriptions, of eight 
sides, to cover several such shows. 


See Pinza’s B’way Play 
As a Step to H’wood 


There's : possibility of renowned 
‘Metopera basso Ezio Pinza appear- 
ing on Broadway next season in a 
straight play, for his legit debut 
anywhere. Edwin Lester is reported 
interested in producing the play 
with Pinza as lead. Play is a 
comedy without any singing and 
script, as yet unfinished, has been 
approved by the Met star, but the 
play’s content and author are being 
kept secret. 

Pinza, who is subject of an un- 
precedented 14-page spread in the 
current Life, has long been touted as 
a fine singing actor, and is known to 
have film ambitions. Stage deal is 
believed to be another facet to this 
yen. Jed Harris once wanted Pinza 
for lead in a musical version of Fer- 
enc Molnar’s “The Play’s the Thing,” 
but Met commitments then pre- 
vented. Singer’s concert and opera 
dates have since been so arranged to 
permit outside activity, although his 
managers fear the film bug as put- 
ting an end to Pinza’s opera ac- 
tivities. 

Singer appeared in a bit part in 
Federal Films’ “Carnegie Hall” and 
in a 15-minute industrial pic for the 
Telephone Hour. He has a contract 
with Federal’s Boris Morros to ap- 
pear in a revised form of Victor 
Herbert’s “Babes in Toyland,” as 
the toymaker, for his first full-length 
feature role, and the 54-year-old 
singer has already received a $10,000 
advance for signing. Pic was to start 
last June but was held up for lack 
of Technicolor equipment; it’s due 
to roll next June. 





Inside Stuft—Legit 


Publicity job done on “For Love Or Money,” at the Henry Miller, N. Y., 
in the face of adverse N. Y. notices has attracted trade interest. Attention 
has been focused on one player, June Lockhart. Show opened three weeks 
ago, with Miss Lockhart, the ingenue, not even featured. Seven notices 
were bad, and show did only $400 on its second night. Producer Barnard 
Strauss was all for closing the first week. All notices had singled out 
Miss Lockhart and the press agent, Richard Maney, talked the manage- 
ment into putting every bit of publicity on her, despite contracts™with 
featured players John Loder and Vicki Cummings. The latter pair okayed 
the idea. Daily ads ignored the show, merely plugging Miss Lockhart and 
the “star is born” idea borrowed from one critic. 

Since then, the play's flacks claim they’ve made everything but the Yale 
Quarterly with Miss Lockhart. All N. Y. dailies went for interviews. The 
N. Y. Times followed a story in the Sunday drama section one week with 
a yarn in the mag section the next-Sunday. The Herald Tribune’s How- 
ard Barnes, Post’s Richard Watts, Jr., and Journal-American’s Robert 
Garland, followed up their reviews with second pieces about the girl. The 
Sun gave her six columns of text and pix on Page Three the Saturday 
after opening. The Mirror and News had her in colorpix Sunday. Life 
last week had a three-page spread on the “star is born” idea, and Cue 
and Look have followed suit. A Collier’s story is in the making. The 
New Yorker covered her in Talk of the Town. 





Partly interlocking managerial interests explain the season’s most in- 
teresting independent booking deal on Broadway. The Hudson started the 
season disappointingly with “How I Wonder,” but as the house is due to 
get “Man and Superman,” which moves from the Alvin in mid-February, 
its season will probably be a considerable winner after all. Hudson is 
owned by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, whose associates include 
Howard Cullman, who has a piece of “Man” and who heads the group 
which owns the Alvin. Leland Hayward, who will produce “Mister Rob- 
erts” at the Alvin, also has a share of the Hudson. Joshua Logan col- 
laborated in its adaptation from book form with Thomas Heggen, author 
of the original. How highly “Roberts” is regarded may be judged from 
the fact that a Broadway well-known who doesn’t invest in shows offered 
to finance the play in total, estimated cost being $100,000. 

When “Man” opened, Maurice Evans, stager and star of the revival, 
figured it for a limited Broadway engagement and had Baltimore pen- 
cilled in for Feb. 16, which is the date the Shavian play moves to the 
Hudson, where it can remain indefinitely. A limited arrangement applied 
to the Alvin booking when Evans booked the house. “The Voice of the 
Turtle” is the current Hudson attraction. 





Numbers in “Allegro” are beginning to show popularity in coin-machine 
and disk jockey ratings. “So Far” and “The Gentleman Was a Dope” 
being the toppers of that Broadway show's score. “Far” was written by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein quite some time before they even thought of 
writing “Allegro.” When the Theatre Guild was casting “Carousel,” R. & 
H. wanted Jan Clayton for its cast, and Metro released her at their request 
but stipulated they compose a new number for it in exchange. “Far” was 
the song. Miss Clayton eventually returned to the Coast and later R. & H. 
wrote “Allegro,” also for Guild production. They knew that Metro had 
not found use for the “Far” number and at their suggestion it was turned 
back to the authors. 

Scores of “Allegro,” “Oklahoma!” and “Carousel” are published by 
Williamson, Inc., music publishing house owned by Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein. Name of the firm was derived from their fathers, first name of 
the respective male parents having been William. Hammerstein’s dad 
familarly known as “Willie,” managed Hammerstein’s Victoria at 42nd 
and Broadway during the heyday of vaudeville. 





“A Streetcar Named Desire,” which introduces Irene M. Selznick as a 
Broadway manager tonight (3), drew high rating in Boston and Philadel- 
phia, where it tried out, excellent business attending,both dates. Miss 
Selznick, daughter of Louis B. Mayer and former wife of David O. Selznick, 
is the sole general partner in the ownership of the latest Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama, and put in her own money to the extent of $25,000. Limited 
partners include Betsy Cushing (Mrs. John Hay) Whitney, Joan W. Payson, 
Howard S. Cullman, Clinton E. Wilder, Jr., Robert Lehman, Cary Grant, 
Howard Reinheimer and Audrey Wood, each of whom invested $5,000; also 
Adele R. Levy, E. Y. Harburg and Irving Schneider, who are credited with 
putting in $10,000 each. Latter, general manager, is said to represent a 
group. Total indicated capitalization is $100,000, an exceptional sum for a 
omg Williams bounced up with “The Glass Menagerie,” his last Broad- 
way 7 





“Antony and Cleopatra,” the Katharine Cornel!l-Guthrie McClintic re- 
vival, which opened at the Beck, N. Y., last week, is extremely costly. 
Counting out-of-town expenses, the attraction represents an investment of 
$116,000. Based on the press reception, it should exceed the classic’s U. S. 
showings easily, also in England, where Shakespeare's historical drama 
ig seen more frequently. Last season it was done in London, where Godfrey 
Tearle and Edith Evans had a moderately successful engagement, Tearle 
having come over to play the Roman lover opposite Miss Cornell's Egyp- 
tian queen. Understood the play had its longest run in England when 
Beerbohm Tree and Constance Collier teamed as Marc and Cleo, it then 
being given an estimated 100 times. It looks like ‘that mark may be 
eclipsed here. 





When producer Brock Pemberton appeared in the lead of “Harvey,” one 
of Broadway’s long runners, recently as a stunt, for the benefit of the 
Stage Relief Fund, it was the cast that was nervous, not the manager. 
Fact that he has made many public appearances and addresses explains 
Pemberton’s poise before audiences. ' 

Frank Fay, the play’s star, later told the manager he thought Pemberton 


died several times during the performance, Pemberton replied he felt 
the same way, but only died once. 





Figure quoted in these columns last week for third and final stanza of 
Joe E. Brown's “Harvey” at Nixon theatre in Pittsburgh was more than a 
grand off. Gross was put at $28,500. Actually show did a little more than 
$29,600 to establish a new record at that house for a straight play at $3 top, 
beating the Previous mark held by Paul Robeson-Jose Ferrer “Othello” by 
over $500. “Harvey s” take all the more remarkable since it was set at the 
tag end of a run while “Othello” was in for one week only. 


‘Inside USA’ Into BEHREND EUROPE TOUR 





Rehearsal Next Mo. 


_ 





“Inside U. S. A.,” revue based on 
John Gunther's bestseller, goes into 
rehearsal in January, with Beatrice 
Lillie starred. It’s being produced by 
Arthur Schwartz, in association with 
Victor Samrock, general manager of 
the Playwrights Co. Schwartz will 
compose the score and Howard Dietz 
write the lyrics. Schwartz plans to 
produce a film version later, on his 
own, 

Miss Lillie is due in N. Y. next 
Tuesday (9) from England and will 
record three of the show’s songs for 
Victor. Russell Case is orchestrating 
and will conduct. Lemuel Ayers is 
designing the settings. 





TO STRESS U.S. MUSIC 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

: Jeanne Behrend, Philly-born pian- 
ist, sailed Saturday (29) aboard Hol- 
land-American liner Noordam from 
Hoboken for a concert tour of Hol- 
land, Belgium and Great Britain. 
Miss Behrend, who is a member of 
the faculty of Juilliard School of 
Music, will feature on her programs, 
native American composers who re- 
ceive little notice in the U. S. 

She made a similar tour of South 
America in 1945 under aegis of the 
State Dept. She will appear in the 
Hague, Rotterdam, Antwerp, London 
and other cities, 
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‘Annie’ Hits Great $50,500, Chi 
Lunts $23,000, Spike Jones $23,700 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
“annie Get Your Gun” had an 
empty seat or two at the Wednesday 
(26) matinee during the snowstorm 
week, but the Shubert 


om vertheless rang up a huge 
ne 
$50,500. “O Mistress Mine,” at the 


n, hit a fine $23,000. 
Selprivate Lives,” at the Harris, 
eased off to $16,000. Previously 
light Saturday matinees of Spike 
Jones’ “Musical Depreciation Revue” 
at the Studebaker, suddenly perked 
up and the gross hit dandy $23,700. 

“All My Sons,” at the Erlanger, 
got a fair $15,000, with final notice 
posted for Saturday (6). “All Gaul 
is Divided,” at the Civic, shuttered 
Saturday (29), after three weeks, 
with a feeble $9,000 for the final 
week. 

New openings set for December, 
all repeats, are “Voice of the Turtle,” 
at the Erlanger, Dec. 23, and “Anna 
Lucasta,” at the Civic, the Shubert 
“Firefly,” at the Blackstone, and 
“Ballet Theatre,” at the Civic Opera 
House, all Dec. 25. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“All Gaul is Divided”—Civic (900; 
$3.60) (3d week). Closed Saturday 
(29) wilth light $9,000. 

“All My Sens”—Erlanger (1,133; 
$3.60) (2d week). House picked up 
a bit with closing notices for Satur- 
day (6); fair $15,000, 


“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shubert | 
(2.100; $6) (4th week). Mary Martin | 


company still scoring with gigantic 


$52,000. 
“Checolate Seldier” — Blackstone 
(1.358: $4.80) (8th week). Hugging 


that nifty $23,000 gross mark. 

“Musical Depreciation Revue”— 
Studebaker (1,246; $3.60). Corn 
growing all the time, with lovers of 
Spike Jones taking up matinee slack 
to raise hefty count to $23;700. 

“@ Mistress Mine’”’—Selwyn (1,000; 
$4.20) (4th week). Keeping up with 
the toppers with $23,000. 

“Private L'ves” — Harris (1.000; 
$3.60) (16th week). Snow and slush 
did keep some away from seeing 
TaHulah Bankhead. Fair $16,000. 


‘DESERT SONG,’ $65,000, 
FINALES CLEVE SKED 


Cleveland, Dec. 2. 


Three-week session of musicals 
staged by Cleveland 500 Operetta 
Co., at the 7,200-capacity Civic au- 
ditorium clesed last Saturday (29) 
with “Desert Song.” Show did the 
best biz of all the three musicals 
staged. With Helena Bliss and Ed- 
ward Roecker est-starring in 
stocked cast, the mberg operetta 
pulled a reported $65,000 in six per- 
formances at $3.60 top. 

Civic non-profit eve broke bet- 
ter than even on the series accord- 
ing to Samuel C. Johns, general 
manager and vice-prez. Total net 
receipts came to approximately 
$122,000. Operating costs were $115,- 
000 ing an operating profit of 

on “Desert 
a. Cone 

“ap and “Merry w,” wi 
Allan Jones and Dorthy Sandlin. 
Although profits were compara- 
tively small, they were sufficiently 
encouraging, and the group is plan- 
a another season next year, John 
said, he 


Ballet Draws $31,000, 
Extends, at Center, N.Y. 


Strong business during its current 
stay at City Center, N. Y., has im- 
— Ballet Theatre to increase its 
our week stay three days. Skedded 
to close Dec. 14, the troupe will give 
three added performances, through 
Dec. 17. Fact that the company 
would have to pay its dancers a full 
week’s salary because of the two 
final performances Sunday (14)— its 
work-week begins S —partly 
impelled the extra booking. 

However, the troupe has been do- 
ing exceptionally well at the Center. 
For eight performances Wednesday 
(26) thro Sunday (30), it — 
$31,000, only the Thursday (Thanks- 
giving) matinee being poor. Com- 
pany grossed the same figure the 
previous week for seven perform- 
ances, Wednesday through Sunday. 

Ballet Theatre and Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo jointly signed a 
lease Monday (1) with the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Assn, for use of its house 
in the pre- and post-opera season, 
Starting in fall of ’48. Sol Hurok had 
a 10-year lease on the house through 
spring ‘48, but refused to bid for 
the renewal. BT and BR signed 
jointly for 68 performances a year, 
to be adjusted between them. 
Amount for lease is believed to be 
around $68,000. 


‘Dream’ 1836, SF. 


San Francisco, Dec. 2. 

“Dream Girl,” with Lucille Ball, 
chalked up a second and_ final 
week gross of $18,500 at the 
1,776-seat Curran here last week. 
There was plenty of profit at that 
figure. Maurice Chevalier 
Thursday (4) at the house for a 
7-day run, with a claimed advance 
Sale of $11,000. 














| downtown house last night 


opens | - 


‘MILL’ MILD 216, ST. L., 
IN UMPTIETH REPEAT 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

Victor Herbert's “Red Mill,” pre- 
sented five times previously in the 
alfresco Forest Park playhouse here, 
pulled n.s.g. biz during the first of a 
two-week stand at the American 
theatre. The initial session of eight 
performances ending Saturday (29) 
grossed an estimated $21,000, with 
the 1,700-seat house scaled to $4.27. 

Crix were generous with their 
plaudits for the piece and cast, head- 
lined by Dorothy Stone, Odette Myr- 
| til, Buster West, Charles Collins, Ed- 
| ward Dew and Sara Ann McCabe. 





|“Anna Lucasta” follows “Mill” for 
la two-week engagement starting 
Monday (8). 





Ina Finales at $16,000, 
‘Mary’ $15,800; L.A. Shaky 


Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

Extra holiday matinees helped 
last week, but legit biz was gener- 
ally spotty here. Decline was noted 
especially in the case of “The Fatal 
Weakness,” which slumped to 
$16,000 in its third and final frame 
at the Biltmore. Ina Claire vehicle 
garnered a middling $54,500 for the 
three weeks. 

“Weakness” 





was replaced at the 
(Mon. ) 
by “Angel Street,” starring Laraine 
Day and Gregory Peck, which 
bowed into a healthy advance. “Em- 
peror Jones” opens tonight (Tues.) 
at Las Palmas. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackeuts of 1947,” El) Capitan 
(284th week) (1,142: $2.40)—Holiday 
matinee boosted the revenue to 
$18,200. 

“Mary Had a Little,” Belasco (3d 
week) (1,061. §$2.40)—Extra mats 
and upped scale ($3.00) at week- 
ends pushed it up to a nice $15,800. 
Road tour in the offing, 

“The Fatal Weakness,” Biltmore 
(3d week) (1,636; $3:60)—Slumped 
to $16,000 in final frame, for a 
$54,500 total on the three weeks. 

“The Heuse of Bernarda Alba,” 
Coronet (2d week) (255; $3:60)—Off 
this week to $3,300, about 70% 
capacity. 


Current Road Shews 


(Period covering Dec. 1-13) 

“All My Sons” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(1-6). 

“Angel in the Wings” — Forrest, 
Philly (1-6). 

“Angel Street” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(1-13). 

“Anna Lucasta”—Cox, Cincy (1-6); 
American, St. Louis (6-13). 

Fer Boe Your Gun’—Shubert, 

i. -(i-139. * 

“Biackeuts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (1-13). 

“Carousel”—Cass, Det. (1-6). 
on™ Chevalier—Curran, Frisco 

-13). 

“Checolate Soldier” — Blackstone, 
Chi. (1-13). 

“Dream Girl” — Curran, Frisco 
(1); Mayfair, Portland (3-4); Temple, 
Tacoma (5-6); Capitol, Yakima (8); 
Met., Seattle (9-13). 

“Fatal Weakness”—Aud., San Di- 
ego (1); Aud. Pasadena (2); Aud., 
Fresno (3-4); Aud., Stockton (5); 
— Sacramento (6); Geary Frisco 
(8-13). 

“Harvey”—English, Indpls. (1-6); 
Davidson, Mil. (8-13). 

“I Bemember Mama” — Locust, 
Philly (1-13). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Colo- 
nial, Bost. (1-6); Erlanger, Buff. (38- 


13). 

“Medium,” “Telephone”—Majestic 
Bost. (1-13). 

“QO Mistress Mine”—Selwyn, Chi. 
(1-13). 

“Oklahoma!”—Ford’s, Balto. (1-6); 
Empire, Syracuse (8-13). 

“Private Lives” — Harris, Chi. 
(1-13). 

“Show Boat” — Shubert, Philly 
(1-13). 

“Song of Norway” — Aud., Roch. 
(1-2); Erlanger, Buff. (3-6); Shubert, 
Boston (8-13). 

“State of the Union”—Par., Ama- 
rillo (1); Majestic, Wichita Falls (2); 
Melba, Dallas (3-4); Par., Austin (5); 
Texas, San Antonio (6); Music Hall, 
Houston (8-9); Poche, New Orleans 
(11-13). 

“Sweethearts” — Shubert, New 
Haven (1-6); Nat'l, Wash. (8-13). 

“The Firefly” — Opera Hse., Bost. 
(1-13), 

“The Gentleman From Athens”— 
Plymouth, Bost. (1-6). 

“The Late Christopher Bean” — 
Shubert-Lafayette, Det. (1-6); Cox, 
Cincy (8-13). 

“The Red Mill” — American, St. 
'Louis (1-6); Orpheum, D’pert (8); 
Iowa, Cedar Rap. (9); Par., Waterloo 
(10); Aud., St. Paul (11-13). 

“Tonight at 8:30” — Shubert, Bost. 
(1-6): Forrest, Philly (8-13). 

“Voice of the Turtle’—KRNT, Des 
| Moines (1); Parkway, Madison (2); 
| Davidson, Mil. (3-6);. Shubert-La- 
fayette, Det. (8-13). 








Haila Stoddard ‘Turtle’ 
$7,200 in Four Shows, K.C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 2. 

Second legit company in as many 
weeks ree the Music Hall here 
under & N Presentations for the 
Thanksgiving weekend, Thursday- 
Saturday (27-29). Three-day, four- 
ar rare stand of “Voice of the 

urtle” rang up $7,200 take, with a 
$3 top for evenings and $2.50 for 
mats. Haila Stoddard heads the cast 
of the ey oar’ 5 

“Turtle” is the last legit the town 
will see until Christmas week. “The 
Red Mill” is due Dec. 25. 


Rose Marie, 226 
Best in Boston; 
Gertie $20,000 


Boston, Dec. 2: 

Only opener last week was “Rose 
Marie,” at the Opera House. Got 
cordial notices and proceeded to do 
more biz than anything else here. 
“Lady Windermere,” off Guild aus- 
pices this week, dropped consider- 
ably, but others gained on finale. 

In this week are “Firefly,” at the 
Opera House, and “The Gentleman 
From Athens,” at the Plymouth, with 
“Song of Norway” coming Monday 
(8) to the Shubert. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Colo- 
nial (1.500; $3.60) (3d wk). Without 
Guild auspices, dropped off to an 





estimated $18,000. rood; current 
week final. 
“Rese Marie,” Opera House 


(3,000; $3.60) (Ist week). Second of- 
fering of revival repertory got a big 
estimated $22,000; better than pre- 
vious week's “Merry Widow.” Cur- 
rent “Firefly” completes the bill. 

“The Medium,” and “The Tett- 
phone,” Majestic (1,500; $4.20) (2d 
wk). Gained a little on second week 
to touch a nice $19,000. Final week 
current. " 

“Tonight at 8:36,” Shubert (1,700; 
$4.20) (2d wk). Expected more but 
gained to estimated $20,000. 


NORWAY’ SIZZLES AT 
$33,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 


“Song of Norway” did a sizzling 
$33,000 at Nixon last week to hang 
up a new legit high for the season 
so far. Show started out strong, on 
heels of big advance sale, and never 
let down a minute, even packing a 
Thanksgiving Day matinee, which 
had been eliminated around here 
years ago because there was seldom 
any call for it. 

General feeling locally was that 
booking “Norway” in for single 
week, especially since it’s been 

ven in past that this is no longer 
just a six-day town, was little short 
of criminal. Musical hit could easi- 

have stayed two or three since 
they were begging for seats all 
through the engagement. Played to 
$4.20 top (including tax). 

Nixon will be exclusively musical- 
minded now right through January. 
“Merry Widow,” current, will be 
followed by “Rose Marie,” “The 
Firefty,” “Sweethearts” and “Show 
Boat,” the latter twp for 10 days 
and two weeks, respectively. 


‘Harvey’ Bulging $22,000, 
Cincy Settles With AFM 


Cincinnati, Dec, 2. 

Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” mag- 
neted a bulging. $22,000 last week in 
the 1,300-seat Cox theatre, at $3.60 
top. Figure exceeded the regular 
capacity scaling due to the use of 38 
extra chairs in the orchestra pit, 
pius standees, : 

House has been without music 
this season because of a disagree- 
ment between the Shuberts and 
Cincy Local No. 1, American Feder- 
ation of Musicians, on points of a 
new contract. Theatre management 
refused to hire musicians for dra- 
matic shows and the union would 
not consent to have its men play 
only for musicals. Settlement was 
reached Friday (28) in New York, 
the Shuberts resuming to hire a 
minimum of seven musicians for 
dramatic productions and a mini- 
mum of 12 for musicals. The new 
contract becomes effective Jan. 1 
and necessitates rebooking of musi- 
cal shows whose earlier Cincy dates 
had been cancelled. 

Cox has “Anna Lucasta” this 
week. @ 


‘Angel’ 156, Port. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 2. 

Laraine Day and Gregory Peck, in 
“Angel Street,” concluded a three- 
day run, Sunday-Tuesday (23-25), 
at the 1,500-seat Mayfair, with a 
capacity $15,000 at $3,60 top. Four 
performances were a sellout several 
days before the opening. : 

Advance sale for “Dream Girl, 
starring Lucille Ball,,. tomorrow 
(Wed.) and Thursday (4), at. $3.60 














Turkey Week Gravy Outlook Upset, 
Though Weekend Tasty for Bway; 


Crix Hot for Cornell- Cleo, Wow 18/46 


Except for the standouts Thanks- 
giving week was something of a 
disappointment on Broadway. First 
part was considerably off, Friday 
and Saturday (28-29) seeing the re- 
verse when tickets for even long 
stayers were hard to get. A 
number of Wednesday matinees 
were switched to the holiday, there 
being 18 out of the list’s total of 29 
shows playing that afternoon. Near- 
ly all did well, seven selling out and 
eight faring very well. 

“Antony and Cleopatra” opened to 
press praise, and performances after 
| the midweek premiere played to 
|} standees, with takings for the first 
ifive times around $18,500. Interest 
this week goes to the debut of “A 
Streetcar Named Desire,” regarded 
a sure thing at tryout; a calypso re- 
vue is also due in late this week, 
current title being “Caribbean Car- 





nival.” “Eastward in Eden” ended 
after two weeks. Two tryouts can- 
ce:led plans for Broadway and 


stopped. Edith Piaf is due off this 
week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


“Allegro,” Majestic (7th week) 
(M-1,695; $6). Call for tickets is in- 
creasing in agencies, which have a 
limited number available because of 
parties; holds list leadership; $49,500 
approximatel . 


“An Inspecter Calis,” Booth (6th 
week) (D-712; $4:80). Only fairly 
good to date; English meller said to 
turn operating profit; $11,500 esti- 
mated. 


“annie Get ¥eoeur Gun,” Imperial 
(8Ist week) (M-*1,472; $6.60). Only 
“Allegro” tops the musical that led | 
the list for year; sold out consist- 
ently; bit off but nearly $44,000. 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (96th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). An exception 
to the trend last week, and takings 
close to $19,000 level; loeks more 
certain to span another season. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (38th week) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Not affected more 
than couple of hundred dollars, 
mostly because of bad weather early 
last week; clese to $43,000. 
“Caribbean Carnival,” Interna- 


fare so well, and takings approxi- , 
mated $11,000. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Hudson 
(190th week) (C-1,057: .60). Ap- 
pears to be nearing end of excep- 
tional stay; slated until Xmas holi- 
days: $6,500; moved here frc Beck. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Empire (5th 


week) (D-1,102; $4.80). Very good 
$18,500. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Cort (3ist 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Despite 


length of stay hasn't made money; 
last week up, $8,500. 
REVIVALS 

“Antony and Cleopatra,” Beck (ist 
| week) (D-1,214; $4.80). Opened to 
fine press and was over capacity 
from start; got $18,500 in first five 
times. 

“The First Mrs. Fraser,” Shubert 
(4th week) (CD-1,380; $3.60). Play- 
ing Sundays to bolster mild pace 
of stopgap revival; house soon gets 
“High Button* Shoes”; $9,000. 

“Medea,” National (6:h week) (D- 
1,164; $480). Heavy drama has 
caught on better than expected and 
takings close to top among straight 
plays; $30,000. 

“Man and Superman,” Alvin (8th 
week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Another re- 
vival getting better attendance than 
expected and will probably span sea- 
son; better than $31,500, 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (49th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Like most other 
stayers, business dipped last week; 
estimated at around $12,500, but may 
play past New Year's. 

ADDED ATTRACTION 

Playhouse (865; $4.80). Edith Piaf 
and other French acts in vaude rou- 
tine; due off Saturday (6) after six 
and. one-half weeks; fairly good 
business, 


‘Streetcar’ $2450, 
‘Angel 116, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 








tional (R-1,173; $4.80). Colored revue 
that was postpened now dated to 
bow in Friday (5). 

“Command Decision,” Fulton (9th 


affected but some variation; gross 
quoted at. around $21,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” .Plymouth (85th 
week) (R-1,075; $4.80). Advertising 
last weeks, but revue is due to stick 
through holidays; last week perked 
to $24,500. 

“Eastward in Eden,” Royale (D- 
1,035; $480). Taken off Saturday 
(29); played only two weeks; next 
attraction is “Medea,” moving up 
from National Dec. 15. ; 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46ih Street 
(47th week) (M-1,319; $5). Only a 
variance of few hundred dollars: 
early last week, which was made 
ur by standee money; count again 
nearly $42,000. 

“For Love or laoney,” Miller (4th 
week) (C-940; $4.80). I ot 
favorable followup publicity bet- 
tered Tr 4 here, with gross quoted 
over $15,000; no parties, 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(57th week) (C-1,168; $4.80). Went 
off like mest. others; takings around 
$21,500; still making money and 
aimed through winter. 

“Harvey,” 4th St. (162d week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Some difference in 
attendance, just as other Jon™ stay- 
ers, but turned in excellent gross of 
$16,500. 

“High Butten Shoes,” Century 
(9th week) (M-1,670; $4.80). With 
parties and hi agency call, gross 
going to new high; near ,000. 
“Icetime of 1946,’ Center (27th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Always picks 
up at holiday time, and last week 
skating revue was quoted getting 
$42,000 with an extra matinee. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(43rd week) (C-979; $4.80). Had its 
ups and downs like others, but has 


been consistently profitable; okay 
last week around $15,500. 
“Music in My Heart,” Adelphi 


(9th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Doing 
very well, varying according to the- 
pty arties; last week dipped to 

5 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (25ist 
week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Late in week 
just as hard to get. tickets as any 
show on list; run leader jumped to 
$23:500. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (D-1,064; $4.80). Presented by 
Irene M. Selznick; written by Ten- 
nessee Williams; drama attracted 


week) (D-968; $4.80). Not materially | th 


The real sockeroo here last week: 
was “Streetcar Named Desire,” which 
grossed a capacity $24,500 second 
semester at the Walnut. Limited 
capacity of the house and fact that 

e show was on ATS subscription 
were only factors that kept’ the gross 
under ‘$30,000. 


The “Show Boat” revival got 
$36,500 in its second week at the 
Shubert, a gain of about $8,000 over 
the first week. The musical stays 
five weeks. 

Despite good notices, “Angel in the 
Wings,” the intimate revue with the. 
Hartmans. at the Forrest, drew r 
about $11,500 in its first week. It. 


orgy another week, and may 
lid. 

Fourth } was “I Remember 
Mama,” w 


upped to $16,500 on 
second of four weeks’ skedded at the 
Locust. That was pfofftable for the 
Charlotte Greenwood starrer, but a 
long way from capacity for this - 
larger-capacity lower fleor house. 

Nothing is new en the bills this 
week, but Gertrude Lawrence comes 
to the Forrest next Monday (8) in 
“Tonight at 8:30.” Engagement is for 
two weeks and two different bills 
of one-acters were originally plan- 
ned for alternate nights; but now 
one group will be done the first 
week and the other group the 
second week, 


‘QIN’ ROUSING $31,000, 
‘MAMA’ CURRENT, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 2. 
“Oklahoma” played the first of a 
two-week repeat at Ford's last 
week and mounted a rousing total 
of $31,000. With. extra rmance 
Sunday night (30), advance 
buying indicating even bigger figure 
for second round, 
Following a dark week, “I Re- 
member Mama” is set for Dee. 15. 


Firefly’ 166, Wash; 
Town Dark This Wk. 


Washington, Dee. 2. 
The National theatre, the town’s 
sole legiter, finds itself dark this 
week at the height of the season, 
but returns to turnstile music next 











excellent money out of town; opens 
tenight (3). 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (9th 
tion but definitely in hit class with 
strong agency demand; around 

600 . 





“The Druid Circle,” Morosco (6th 
, week) (D-935; $4.80). In the down- 


week) (D-920; $4.80). Seme fluctua- | 


week. The house racked up $16,000 
ify. week for a on 2 ee 
fly,” the opere’ ¥ a 

| top, including tax. Due in Monday 
(8) for a fortnight is Bobby Clark | 
in Victor Herbert's “Sweethearts,” 
| with Charlott: Greenwood then 
‘due for another two weeks in “I < 
| Remember .Mama,” which will hit 


'the lush bia of the. Christmas-New . ~ 


top, indicate another capacity house.| ward trend English drama did not | Year week. 
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Plays on Broadway = 


Antony and Cleopatra 
(REVIVAL) 


Katharine Cornell production of Shake- 
@peare’s drama in two parts. Stars Miss 
sornell and Godfrey Tearle; features Kent 
mith, Lenore Ulric, Ralph Clanton, ivan 
Simpson. Staged by Guthrie McClintic; set- 
tings, Leo Kerz; men’s costumes designed 
by John Boyi, women's by Valentina; 


music, Paul Nordoff. Opened at Beck, 
N. ¥., Nov. 26, '47; $4.80 top. ; 
PHO... cccossccveccvevesecess Alan Shayne 
Demetrius....++s+. eosorre Theodore Marcuse 
ANtony.....ees She beee od 4 bine Godfrey Tearle 
Cleopatra... ssecssecsvecs Katharine Cornell 
Messenger......-seeeees David J, Stewart 
OlaWOUE. ccc scncsccsoccdsers Robert Duke 
Proculeius.......-+sceeeee-s Charlton Heston 
ROOD 4G o+ os bed 7 2 Feceent Maureen Stapleton 
Charman. ..eecrcereessececses Lenore Ulric 
PT ey Pr rrew ere eae Oliver Clift 
DIOMOGESB. 6 ccc cc cassecosccsoss Eli Wallach 
EienobarbuS. .....-eeceeeeeweveres Kent Smith 
BERTGUAR,. Coed o ste ccdssecece Joseph Wiseman 
Octavius Caesar....-..seeees Ralph Clanton 
EODIGOGs aco ec andes ces scccese Ivan Simpson 
DETIDDE «occ cicdet ssvasvnsasess David Orrick | 
POMPEY... ccc essercvcess Joseph Holland | 
DEGROS Hsien s/o 0's 0 HAVER se Martin Kingsle) 
WAT: 6 cbinanecedpvosdseseeses Barnet Biro 
Voentidius.......6s+0.. ae NS YF Bruce Gordon 
OCtAVIR . ci cccccccssctoevcccesrres Betty Low 
Cani@ius.....cccssesscseeses Dayton Lummis 
ik = Nae abe ghee Douglass Watson 
Bilius, .cccccsecvsvesrevsceses Charles Nolte 
THYTEUS. oc. cvccvcccssecces Robert Carricart 
TAUTUS. . 00 - cece aneereeerenene Gilbert Reade 
Gallus.....-- See ens isteee™ Ruduliph Watson 
An Old Soldier...-+-.+cee+-+:- Bruce Gordon 
Bcarus.......ceeeeeeseeee-Anthony Randall 
Buphrenius..ccessscsesevvars Ernest Rowan 
Dercetas...ccccsesevssevess Martin Kingsley 
CIGWHE cn ccccctccccccecccccces Oliver Clift 
laves, Guards, Servants, Soldiers: John 


Russo, Peter Barno, Drummond Erskine, 
Milfred Hull, Orrin Redfield, Charles Holt, 
James Grudier, Lawrence Perron. 





There hasn’t been a comparable 
Broadway production of the Bard's 
rarely-presented tragic love story be- 
tween Cleopatra, “the serpent of the 
Nile,” and Mare Antony, the Roman 
gladjator. It may not be a wow at the 
boxoffice but should span the winter. 
As with “Antony and Cleopatra, 
Shakespeare has his limits on the 
main stem but he’s invariably a pres- 
tige-builder. ; : 

“Cleopatra” is Katherine Cornell’s 
contribution to the season, played 
under the direction of her husband, 
Guthrie McClintic, who is something 
of a magician himself. With God- 
frey Tearle, who came from London 
td play Antony, Miss Cornell heads 
a@ crack cast in a performance that 
consumes nearly three hours. But it 
isn’t an audience endurance test; In 

articular, the second act of nearly 
Bo minutes held firstnighters raptly. 

There are soliloquies and inter- 
Judes of quietude, with the group of 
thespians performing with marked 
excellence. That notably includes 
Miss Cornell, who hasn’t gone in 





much for the Bard’s works hereto- 
fore. She may not be the sexy Cleo 
that is usually envisioned but the 
star and director are seemingly well 
aware that the regal Egyptian was 
approaching middle age. Still, her 
— yen for the Italian warrior 
very evident at times. 
Miss Cornell’s Cleo reaches the top 
e the first act, when she raves upon 
earning that her lover, recently 
widowed, had married Octavia, sis- 
ter to young Caesar. Tearle’s Antony 
is tops in the second part, after he 
has tasted victory for a moment only 
to soon see that “all is lost,” his 
ambition of then world domination 
gone, on ea of which is a false re- 
rt that his queenly Egyptian lover 
dead. She soon dies, however, 
had ___ suicided. 
Cleo’s manner of passing, a regal 


prerogative, comes as she sits upright | 


after putting the “poisonous worm” 
(asp) to her breast. 
Settings, lighting and costumes are 


strongy contribu factors in mak- 
g “Ceo” an attraction of dis- 
tinction. Stepped platforms consti- 
tute the basic scenic background. The 
roduction in total provides one of 
he most striking series of scenes, 
with vivid lighting effects. McClintic 
made some revisions of the original 
play and several transpositions, all 
of which certainly add to the per- 
formance. 

Among other standouts are Kent 
A OTR ARETE. SRN NE SRR UR TS 








A Must for the Profession 





"Il see and feel better now that | 
have Keen-Sight Contact Lenses, 
and highly recommend them to 
anyone with poor vision.” 
—Roger Pryor. 


PHONE FOR INFORMATION OR APPT. 
N.%.: 551i Madison Ave, (2d Fivor) 
PL 3-3486 


Open Monday Till 8:30 P.M. 
Brooklyn: = a ga Street 


T -1065 
Open Thursday Tin 8:30 P.M. 
A COMPLETE OPTICAL SERVICE 
PIONEERS IN PLASTIC CONTACT 
“INVISIBLE” LENSES _— 
CLIP THIS AD FOR REFERENCE 





Smith as Enobarbus, friend and ad- 
viser to Antony; Ivan Simpson as 
Lepidus, David Orrick as Agrippa, 
Ralph Clanton as Octavius Caesar, 
Lenore Ulric as Charmian, Betty 
Low as Octavia, and Joseph Holland 
as Pompey. There are over 30 pro- 
grammed players and aH are excep- 
tionally well schooled in their pers. 
Classic drama, especially Shake- 
speare, he He y will have action 
and lines that could apply to the 
present day. This includes the play 
about the fabulous Cleo, during which 
there are a number of doublecrosses. 
Leo Kerz, who designed the settings, 
is not a familiar name on Broadway, 
nor is John Boyt, who did the male 
costume designs. Valentina designed 
the femme period roles, namely Miss 
Cornell's. Effective background mu- 
sic by Paul Nordoff is another of 
the show’s attributes. Ibee. 








> 
Faust 
(IN GERMAN) 

The Players From Abroad production of 
Goethe’s drama. Stars Albert and Else 
Basserman. Staged by Leon Askin; super- 
vised by G. V. Gontard. At Barbizon Plaza 
theatre, N. Y¥., opening Nov. 27, '47. Cast 
includes Uta Hagen, Leon Askin, Walter 
Engel, Lelo Field, Vilma Kuerer. 





Nothing of the breadth and poetry 
of Goethe’s “Faust”—even its first 
part only—is lightly to be com- 
pressed within the confines of any 
stage, and especially not as small a 
stage as that at the Barbizon. The 
result is a production that tries con- 
tinually to escape the too-narrow 
physical limitations of a simple im- 
pressionistic set. Nor does it often 
overcome the handicaps of an 80- 
year-old Mephistopheles and a sup- 
porting cast that varies from ama- 
teurish to the sensitive fineness of 
Uta Hagen’s Gretchen. 

The general idea seems to be to 
provide a field day for the visibly- 


aged Basserman. Although this was 
scarcely needed to consolidate his 


position as first actor of the German 
stage, the old gentleman plays his 
satanic majesty with a mixture of 
ainful acrobatics and sincere dec- 
amation that would be no less ad- 
mirable, although possibly more con- 
vincing, in a younger player. He 
chooses to depict his devil as a sar- 
donic fellow in a rather comic cos- 


tume, with a sword getting in his 


way more often than not. His cavort- 
ings are on the painful side while 
his reading of the ancient -poetry of 
the script are a treat to ears too 
rarely privileged to hear (or under- 
stand) ‘the teutonic Shakespeare. 

Leon Askin’s Faust is a lot more 
believable than Basserman’s devil. 
To one not attuned to the old mas- 
ter’s eminence the evening might be 
awarded to Askin rather than the 
star. Miss Hagen does her Gretchen 
with a quiet beauty and sincerity 
marred only by a German accent de- 
cidedly different «rom those sur- 
rounding her even to the American 
ear. 

It’s clearer than ever that Goethe’s 
Faust is for another day, and, if it 
must be produced, for a larger and 
better-equippei(| stage manned by 
more agile players. The present pro- 
duction will certainly please those 
addicted toethe German classics and 
Basserman. It could do no more. 


Isra, 


Play Out of Town 


Gentleman From Athens 
Wilmington, Nov. 28. 


Martin Gosch (in association with Eunice 
Healey) production ef comedy in three acts 
(five scenes) by Emmet Lavery. Directed 
by Sam Wanamaker; setting and lighting 
by Ralph Alswang. Opened at Playhouse, 
Wilmington, Noy. 28-29, '47; $3 top. 
Vincent Kilpatrick.......... Watson White 














Mary Kilpatrick............ Ethel Browning 
Morgan Kilpatrick............. Alan Hewitt 
Le Kilpatrick 5 ¢.. ccices coces Edith Atwater 
MERWE.“ < SACK os oh 0b Oo Creighton Thompson 
Big Ed Lawrence............ Gavin Gordon 


Stephen Socrates Christopher 
Anthony Quinn 





Igor Stepenov........i.... Feodor Chaliapin 
Newsreel Director. 7.......... Lorance Kerr 
Mike Rykowski.............02.- Lou Polan 
Congressman Andrews....... Leopold Badia 
Congressman Borgsen.......... Ed Latimer 


' Congressman 


Harnell....... Arthur 
Congressman 


(Mrs.) Stringley 

Elsie May Gordon 
Radio and Newsreel Crews: Frank Rowan, 
Oliver Crawford, Leonard Auerbach. 


Jarrett 





Emmet Lavery has penned a play 
with a controversial theme in 
“Gentleman from Athens.” It is an 
all-out plea for world government to 
stave off atomic warfare, which, 
| Lavery claims, is inevitable in a 


| world ruled by power politics. Both 


| the play _and playwright probably 
will be widely cussed and discussed, 





and that, if for no other reason, 
should assure a better than average 
|run, The hint that this play had a 
| subversive coating is not borne out. 
| Alarmist, yes; but hardly commu- 
nistic. 

Viewed as entertainment it leaves 
much to be desired. It’s strictly a 
one-idea play, and at times the 
author is so engrossed in his main 
thesis that dramatic values suffer. 
But Lavery is a gifted writer and he 
can concoct pithy, sparkling dialog. 
And there is no denying the sincerity 
and forcefulness of his arguments 
that it’s a case of “one world or 











none.” Experience has shown, how- 
ever, that plays with a message, es- 


ecially of a political or ideological 
ctr. begin life under a distinct 
handicap. 


The setting is an old Virginia 
mansion, but nearby Washington, es- 
pecially the House of Representa- 
tives, is the scene for off-stage action. 
Stephen Socrates Christopher, the 
congressman from Athens, Cal., is a 
crude but exuberant Greek-Ameri- 
can who gained power and money by 
MH rrern | before being pushed. Al- 
though he bought his way into Con- 
gress he decides to play the legislator 
role straight because of an in-born 
respect for democratic government. 

To get a classy background he 
rents the family home of a part-time 
girl liberal who, disillusioned and 
frightened by a trip to war-ravaged 
countries in Europe, decides to use 
the lease money to hide out in South 
America. The girl is the fiancee of 
the Greek’s friend and mentor, a 
congressman from New York. When 
the Greek insists upon introducing a 
bill his first day in the House, the 
New Yorker gives him his pick of 
bills ignored the preyious session. 

The Greek picks the world govern- 
ment bill and goes overboard on the 
idea. The girl, imbued with his en- 
thusiasm, decides to stay on as his 
secretary. Popular opinion swings 
behind the bill but. the would-be 
legislator is stymied by powerful op- 
position in Congress. 3 

Deciding to use the same tactics 
which helped him to power, the 
new legislator steamrollers the bill 
through the House. Then the op- 
position learns of the bought election 
and is preparing to force him out of 
the House when the Greek’s hench- 
man learns unsavory details in the 
personal life of the opposition leader. 
The Greek is getting ready to broad- 
cast the scandal when the girl re- 
turns and convinces him that honesty 
and fair play are the best policy. 
The curtain falls with the gypy de- 
ciding to drop his revenge plan, re- 
turn to Athens, win an_ election 
honestly and come back to Washing- 
ton to continue the battle. 

The producers have assembled a 
topflight cast headed by Anthony 
Quinn as the Greek-American. His 
is a grade A performance with fine 
character shading and good comedy 
touches. He sparkplugs the whole 
play. As the girl, ith Atwater is 
attractive and capable, and a delight- 
ful portrayal of a gentle old lady is 
turned in by Ethel Browning. 

Gavin Gordon enacts the hero’s 
sophisticated mentor, a practical poli- 
tician unable to stomach the world 
government idea. ~The opposition 
leader is well played by Arthur 
Jarrett, a politician who sees no 
cause for worry as the U. S. is the 
only nation with the atomic bomb. 
Comedy roles are excellently done 
by Lou Polan as the henchman, 
Feodor Chaliapin as a Soviet em- 
bassy attache, and Alan Hewitt, a 
bored society radio broadcaster 
whose best friend is the bottle. 
Others rating bows are Creighton 
Thompson, Elsie May Gordon, Wat- 
son White, Leopold Badia and Ed 
Latimer. : 

Sam Wanamaker has directed with 
good effect, and Ralph Alswang’s 
setting is impressive. Klep. 


NEW TRIAL WON BY 
JACOBS TIX AGCY. GROUP 


New York ticket agency men, es- 
pecially those in the neighborhood 
of Madison Square Garden, buzzed 
over the reversal Friday (28) of a 
conviction for overcharging and the 
order for a new trial by the appel- 
late division of the N. Y. supreme 
court, of Wilfred Betts, Martin 


Hirsch, Leonard Cohen and William 
Henry of the Jacobs ticket office. 
Agency is controlled by Eddie Rey- 
nolds, not named in the indictment, 
and Betts. It was formerly operated 
by Mike Jacobs, fight promoter for 
the Garden, who is ill and in semi- 
retirement. Latter disclaimed any 
connection with the ticket office. 


Sol Gelb, former N. Y. assistant 
district attorney, argued for the 
defendants, contending that the ar- 
resting officer had submitted hear- 
say evidence when obtaining a 
magistrate’s warrant. Gelb’s con- 
tentions evoked the interest of other 
attorneys in the amusement district. 
He pointed out that the policeman 
listened in on the agency’s tapped 
telephone lines and claims he heard 
the Jacobs’ clerks quote prices for 





of the boxoffice rates. Because the 
officer had destroyed his original 
notes, he depended upon his mem- 
ory to verify the allegations, Gelb 
added; it was a point brought #@ut in 
the trial, but heavy fines were levied 
anyway. State law limits the price 
of -agency tickets to 75c. over the 
boxoffice scale. 

Appeal was heard in September by 
five justices—Peck, Glennon, Dore, 

















Cohn and Callahan. Justice Edward 
| Dore dissented from the reversal 
| but voted to reduce Betts’ fine from 
$1,500 to $750. Evidence obtained 
|over the tapped wire was not con- 
| fined to fight tickets but for several 
Broadway hit shows also. 


fight tickets considerably in excess | 


Plays 


Grand Guignol 
Paris, Nov. 18. 


Mrs. Eva Berkgson's production of fou 


instead of being tailor-made for spot, 


in French by Mattei Roussou, 
Samson Fainsilber, who acts in it, 





FAITS DIVERS 
(‘Newspaper Stories’) 


Directed by Mrs, Eva Berkson. 





killer. 


for this sort of role on the screen. 


claims his share from the family 


loot left. 
killed in cold blood. 
then tries to seduce him 


into his back. 


Directed by Samson Fainsilber. 





This short Balkanese country 
sketch in two acts is screen material, 
even if sombre. 


Rene Berthier, after her lover has 
been murdered. The slayer has been 


village. 


murder. 
madman is excellent. 


Directed by, Mrs, Berkson, 





Edmond See is the dean of Paris 
crix and has already authored sev- 
eral plays. His light comedy here 
begins in amusing fashion, but bogs 
down. It needs considerable short- 
ening. The cast is okay but handi- 
capped by slow action. 





ESCULAPE 


ley and Jean Refroigney) 
Madame Taut 





preceding horror piece. 
tel run by Renee Gardes. 


tor is sent for. 
in. 
wife. 


operator. Maxi. 


Outrageous Fortune 
London, Nov. 14. 


three acts by -Ben Travers. 
Charles Hickman. 











Following the long succession of 
Aldwych farces by Ben Travers 


written around the personalities of 
Ralph Lynn and Robertson Hare, 


foreign play ‘‘Meurtre Au Viliage,’’ adapted 
father of 


(One act drama by Norbert Nalpas) 


Marthe. os ccccccvvessccsespves Maryse Leroy 
ASGAthO.creeccscvvererrreccres Renee Garde 
Marie. ..scescesvteesettes Marianne Musse 
Marcel... .cevssresessssrese: Henry Nalpa 


Even for the Grand Guignol, this 
is sensational and partly because of 
Henry Nalpas’ performance as the 
He’s so repulsive that in a 
house where most of the women are | t© 
used to this sort of thing, they can’t 
help shrieking. He looks a natural 


Introduced as a gunman of five 
years ago who, with a pal, committed 


his pal had died in jail, and so he 


The women first pretend the police 
got the jewels but he forces the 
wife to admit she has some of the 
They fight and she is 
The daughter 
but he 
turns her down. So she digs a knife 


Andree Ducret is 
the village girl who’s married to 


sentenced to a life term in the salt 
mines. He’s Samson Fainsilber, who's 
half-mad, and hense given consider- 
able freedom of movement about the 
The girl knows that the 
murder was really committed by her 
own husband, she having married 
him in order to bring his conviction. 
When the madman commits suicide, 
she charges her husband with hav- 
ing killed him, and he’s arrested for 
Samson Fainsilber, as the 
The character 
of the woman, who wed a slayer in 
order to trap him, is nicely built up. 


(One act comedy by Georges Dol- 


RMOLbts » 0 £4 t oaG Us Renee Gardes 


duces Bernard Charlan as a young 
man who has dated a married wom- 
an, Marianne Musset, in a shady ho- 


When Musset arrives, she imbibes 
freely, strips down alluringly, but 
soon is so ill from liquor that a doc- 
Latter is unable to 
help, so a woman medico is called 
She happens to be Charlan’s 

Finding her husband in a 
compromising position, she leaves in 
a huff. Gardes is funny as the hotel 


Linnit & Dunfee presentation of farce in 


Directed by 
At Winter Garden, Lon- 


COR PORATI! \ 
Grenine “pire. oy Robertson Hare 130 West 46 Street, New von 
Wilkinson King................ Ralph Lynn CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
OE, SUE 05s ccdh bedmensiees Gordon James | $6 E. Lake $e. 1113 So. L. A. St. 
De RUPEE. scbancacsceess cans Enid Lowe 

¥ 5 SEETELET Te dé ceeBucec ve Martin Case 

Pes hd tis wae dbsvesiyeeees sis Rona Laurie 

Mildred...... yer! Viet eT ee Joan Lang 3 

ST ye ee Trene Arnold | ? 
MONEE cok Bbecetbas cece: « D. Bradley-Smith | e 
Dr. Pett ecccccessss+s am Layaons | _ 

oN TAS BOERS a aps eee Caswell Garth | {| Low-budget musical play by _ estab- 


Abroad 


comes this new vehicle for the pair 
with all the old situations and in- 
anities reshuffled and embellished. 
woes local appeal but not suited for 


short plays, two dramas and two comedies U 
(two of two acts each, and two of one act). 
Four plays shown instead of usual five al 


this Montmartre house, with one of eames, involved in black marketing and 


This time the couple is innocently 


ends up in the hoosegow after being 
hoodwinked into participation. Lynn 
plays-a prodigal returning to the 
ancestral home to make peace with 
grandpa, after sundry visits to the 
clink. Hare is land steward of the 
estate and secretly married to the 
old man’s granddaughter. 


4 Grandpa decides to leave his for- 
t}tune to his two grandchildren on 
*/ condition they marry, the cousins 
having once “been engaged. This 
causes upheaval all around, com- 
plicated by the men getting en- 
tangled in the disposal of masses 
of ill-gotten mysterious boxes found 
in the cellars which they are led 
believe are the grandfather's 
property. From then on it is just a 
chase by the police until things are 
squared up, the lawfully married 
lovers are united and the light- 
fingered nephew ties up with grand- 
pa’s pretty nurse, 


a murder and left the latter in ; . 
charge of the stolen jewelry, he is} Slick production and general cast- 
shown back in France. He finds| /™8 support are commendable. 


Story is pure farce, with the main 
.| Characters bearing no resemblance 
to human adults, but is roistering 
fun and will provide good Christ- 
mas fare for the hundreds of fans 
of the popular team. Clem. 


The Tragedy of Man 
Budapest, Nov. 11. 


The femres are good, and the National Theatre production of drama by 
crooked dive set is realistic. Imre Madach, Directed by Bela Both. 
Music, Sandor Veres; orchestra conducted 
by Gyula David; set, Matyas Varga: cos- 
MEURTRE AU VILLAGE a i Nagyajtay. At National, 
7 r est, 

(‘Village Murder’) OE acs ssn pe urate pateasel oy Lajos Bast! 
(Drama in two acts adapted by | Bve........-..+s++e00s soos Margit Lukacs 
M. Mattei Roussou from I. M. Cara- Winple toe eeeroesocetbeeecoeees . ae a 
coc ete sere eeoaccovececcen aria Sulyo 
giale’s Italian) ; dg FATE eerrer oe Katalin oavag 
TON. ..cesecccesecs serees Samson Fainsilber | peter............¢ccceeeceess Arthur Somlay 
GREGrENE. ooccccccccecsccccses Rene Berthier | Hmperor Rudolph. .ccccceses Miklos Pataky 
ANCA... scscevarsovececeees+s- Andree Ducret | Gypsy Woman.......seceeses... Hilda Gobb 

DraSOMip es sci ccevcsivocscciec Tony Laurent 


Hungary's greatest drama is re- 
vived again at the National to great 
success. Imre Madach’s dramatie 
poem is to Hungarians what “King 
Lear” or “Hamlet” is to the British. 
Revival carries great impact. 

Drama starts in Heaven with 
angels praising the Lord who com- 
pleted the Creation. Lucifer is the 
Only opposition and wants his share 
of the great work, The Lord expels 
him from Heaven, giving him two 
trees in Paradise, reviving the old 
Bible motive of how Adam and Eve 
failed to refuse Evil. ‘ 

After being expelled from Para- 
dise, Adam wants to see his future, 
so Lucifer makes him dream and in 
his dream Adam passes through the 
ages of history bearing diways the 
part of some important personality. 


CHARITE Actors give strong and realistic 
(‘Charity’) characterizations. Lajos Basti, as 
(Two-act comedy by Edmond See) | 4%4™, has the best role of his career 
MERMNGNNS 060 dhdesdbsan Ck se cee Renee Berthier and succeeds admirably. Margit 
Therese. ....+++ pe eames: Eliane Charles| Lukacs as Eve has some lapses but 
SaeehOrs teehee s4oeees eee Renee Gardes| also does well. 
Garnotel 00000 ILIITcernara’ Charlan |p 52™U Balazs is miscast as Lucifer. 


He’s not cynical enough. Smaller 

roles are handled by Maria Sulyok as 

Hippia; Arthur Somlay as Apostle 

Peter; Hilda Gobby as the ypsy 

woman; Katalin Ilosvay as Chavis. 

= we Pataky as Emperor Ru- 
ph. a 


Set by Matyas Varga, costumes by 
Terez Nagyajtay and music by San- 
dor Veres are all first class. Gaal, 





Tax Dept. Picks Ex-Theatreman 
Albany, Dec. 2. 


SME +:450:0,> 204 008606 620th aan "Ty ‘ " i 

fried bo enedn0bebbeeicesobee ata maha Cc he - Magin, treasurer of the 

pth eats Core eserves seres Henry Nalpas ie aun aman during its road- 
OUROM GOOTOEs 66 occ kc cscs Odette Villeret stock compan - 
Directed by Mrs. Berkson, g beg 


der the Shuberts and Erlanger, has 


bee i j 
This farce is well done, and sends | J Stnah Ree ting Collector of 


the audience home happy after the} 
i intros trict of New York, 


nternal Revenue for the 15th dis- 


with he - 
ters in Albany, eT 


Magin succeeds Harry M. Hickey, 
who resigned because of illness. 


_—— 


THEATRICAL FABRICS 
for COSTUMES 

DRAPERIES 
STAGE CURTAINS 


Maharam supplies every Fabric need 
for leading Broadway productions and 
Hollywood studios. 
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lished authors seeks backing. Locale: 
International set, China, Ample refer- 
ences. Will audition. 

Box 4252, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., N.Y. 19 or CH. 4-5367 
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Lending Library Royalties Mapped 

A new plan for collecting author 
royalties on fees charged by book 
rental libraries will be considered 
at the regular monthly meeting.of 
the Mystery Writers of America, to 
be held tonight (Wed.) in N. Y. As 
usual, there will be a board meeting 
in the afternoon and at dinner, with 
a membership session slated for the 
‘evening. 

The idea of author royalties from 
library rentals, a long-standing one 
in writer circles, has always been 
stymied in the past by practical dif- 
ficulties. The existing copyright law 
has been a factor, and no one has 
previously figured out how to keep 
the collection expense from exceed- 
ing the prospective income. 

However, the MWA believes it 
has doped eut a workable pian along 
the lines of the ASCAP licensing 
setup. It would license book pub- 
lishers, who would collect a flat fee 
0. the original sale of the book, with 
the rental library passing along the 
charge to the reader. In case such 
a setup would be illegal under pres- 
ent copyright law, the MWA says 
it has been assured by Rep. Emanuel 
Celler, of the House copyright com- 
mittee, that Congress would amend 
the statute to permit such royalties. 
Any system of author royalties on 


book rentals, no matier how it 
worked, would be a _ revolutionary 
innovation in the literary field, of | 
course. 


Anether item of the agenda of to- 
night’s MWA meeting will be re- 
ports by Bayard Kendrick, former 
president, and Lawrence Blochman, 
executive vice-president, on their 
recent nationwide tour, including 
visits to the organization’s chapters 
in Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Also up for discussion is 
the proposed MWA minimum basic 
agreement with book publishers, in 
relation to the recently-signed min- 
imum contract between the Authors 
Guild and Random House. The 
MWA and the Guild are not af- 
filiated, efforts to bring about a 
merger having invariably failed, 





N. Y¥. Mirror’s Amus. Setup 
Realignment of the N. Y. Mirror's 
amusement coverage is as follows: 
Bob Coleman, drama editor and 
critic; Lee Mortimer, amusement 
editor, film and nitelife critic, and 
associate drama ed; Harold Conrad, 
vaude critic and asst. pix and nitery 
critic; Frank Quinn, amusement 
dept. makeup editor; Mrs. Beulah 
Bobrow, amusement dept. sec; Jack 
Thomson, now asst. editor of Sunday 
Mirror magazine, but will continue 

to review pix for the Sunday mag. 





‘The World’s Greatest Hit’ 

The producers of such hits as “Life 
With Father,” “Tobacco Read,” 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” and “Oklahoma!” 
have considered themselves very 
lucky in having shows that carried 
over a number of seasons. But any- 
body whose memory of the theatre 
goes back to the turn of the century 


| tres, 





» says: 
“I enjoyed Hecht’s gath- 
erings as much as I could 


enjoy someone eise’s 
comedy. Youlucky people!” 


By ANDREW HECHT 
Introduction by BOB HOPE 


A riotous tour of the dizzy film 
capital. 1001 racy, hilarious anec- 
dotes about what makes Holly- 
wood’s stars, starlets, directors 
and directorlets tick—click—and 
sick. Brimming with names, 
stories, sly observations, and 
packed with laughs. Dozens of 
wonderfully funny drawings by 


At all bookstores, $2.00 _ 
GROSSET & DUNLAP, N. ¥. 


| till: $7.50) naturally 


| 


could demonstrate to them easily 
enough that their luck isn’t really 
so remarkable. There’s also “The 
Drunkard,” now entering its 15th 
year. .But these are mere infants 
compared to “The Old Homestead,” 
which ran more than 30 years in the 
early ‘90s, and “Rip Van Winkle,” 
starring Joseph Jefferson, which 
played during the same period for 
almost -as long. 

In those days, shows were not only 
durable but tended to mushroom all 
over the country. Once 27 troupes 
were busy simultaneously with 
“Pinafore,” and back in 
were 117 concurrent performances of 
“The Mikado” on view from coast to 
coast. But nothing in the theatre 
has ever compared with the lachry- 
mose melodrama that was spun out 
of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” or “Life 
Among the Lowly” by one G. L. 
Aiken in 1852, and it’s even running 
today on some showboats! 

Which brings us to a book by 
Harry Birdoff which he calls, “The 
World’s Greatest Hit” (S. F. Vanni, 
N. Y.; $5). In it he tells all about 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” He has done 
a terrific research job and has put it 
all down in an entertaining and in- 
teresting way. The book is pro- 
fusely illustrated with oldtime play- 
bills, daguerreotypes, vignettes, mu- 
sic sheets, poems and cartoons. It 
gives one an insight to the way the 
old showmen did business in thea- 
tents, townhalls, showboats, 
schools, etc. The volume is sprinkled 
with anecdotes, all swell reading and 
a must for any student of the thea- 
tre. And one doesn’t have to be a 
student to like it. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 





R.R. Bookstalls 

Sale of books on trains was start- 
ed this week by six railroads, in- 
cluding the Pennsylvania, B&O, 
Southern, Seaboard, Burlington, and 
the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. 
Louis. Other lines will start the 
service, provided through the Rail- 
road Book Plan, in January. 

Four titles will be offered each 
month, the books for December be- 


ing Thomas B. Costain’s “The 
Moneyman,” Lion Feuchtwanger’s 
“Proud Destiny,’ Mabel Seeley’s 


“Woman of Property” and Manning 
Coles’ “Let the Tiger Die.” 

Railroad Book Plan was formed 
by Edwin W. Mitchell, of Ft. Lau- 
derdale, Fla., and Phillips B. Slover, 
of Nashville. 





Some Shew Biz Goodies 

Brooks Atkinson's “Broadway 
Scrapbook” (Theatre Arts; $3), an- 
thology. of some of his N. Y. Times 
pieces in the last three years of play- 
covering ... “Hollywood Merry-Go- 
Round,” collection of gags and anec- 
dota about film personalities (play- 
ers, agents, producers, et al.), put out 
by Grosset & Dunlap ($2). Its a 
rather orderly book, broken down 
according to specific categories, re- 
minding of the Bennett Cerf tech- 
nique of showmanly presentation by 
groupings. Bob Hope did the intro- 
duction . . . Historical as well as en- 
tertaining is Colton Waugh’s “The 
Comics” (Macmillan; $5), with gen- 
erous illustrations throughout. . . 
William Auerbach-Levy’s book about 
caricature, “Is That Me?” as breezily 
texted as illustrated (Watson-Gup- 
is bullish on 
show biz personalities, with plenty 


seven lively arts, the headlines, etc. 
. . . Lillian Albertson, talent coach 
at RKO Studios, has produced a 
breezy albeit practical manual on 





“Motion Picture Acting” (Funk & 
Wagnalls; $2.50). 
Keussy Dre Suit 


Serge Koussevitzky’s suit against 
Allen, Towne & Heath, by which he 
sought unsuccessfully to prevent 
publication last summer of the Moses 
Smith biog, ‘“Koussevitzky,’ has 
been dropped. Understood the con- 
|ductor paid the publisher's as well 
las his own legal expenses. 

Suit alleged the book libeled the 
maestro and invaded his privacy. 





Chi Mailers With Striking Printers 
Chieago dailies continue to ap- 
pear in varitype photoengraved dur- 
| ing the printers’ strike which started 
last Monday (24). First edition of 
the Times after the walkout carried 
wry headlines: “Printers Out—Times 
Is Too.” Negotiations so far (30) 
remain stalemated, Comics, columns, 
pics and other features haven't 
been dropped, although the extra 
space required by varitype has 
caused some news to be pared down. 
Ads appear as usual, with clients 
supplying their own plates. 








A further threat is seen in the 


1885 there | 


of others culled from politics, the | 


mailing room slowdown that began 
last week. Contracts with Chicago 
Mailers Union No. 2 expire Jan. 2. 
Officials of the union. which is allied 
with the ITU, indicate they will 
follow the no-contract policy that 
preceded the printers’ strike. 





Budapest Still Trying 

Though publishing biz in Budapest 
still drags bottom, another batch of 
beoks has been printed lately. 
Among American books are Saroyan’s 
“The Adventures of Jackson Wes- 
ley,” Mary Jane Ward's “The Snake 
Pit” and others, 

Book prices are still high and out 
of question for people with average 
salary. 

Arthur PelHlack Switched 

Brooklyn Eagle underwent a dras 
| tic staff shakeup in its entertain- 
| ment section last weekend, with 

Arthur Pollack, the daily’s drama 
|critic for the past 25 years, and 
| Herb Cohn, film eritic for 11 years, 
| shifting to the rewrite desk. George 
Currie, from the sports department, 
is now in the drama spot, with Lew 
Schaefer, who did a Broadway col- 





critic. Schaefer's column has been 
assigned to Al Salerno. 


According to an American News- | 


paper Guild spokesman, the reshuffle 
is another phase of the paper’s war 
of nerves -again Pollack and Cohn, 
both of whom were active in the 1937 
strike which culminated in a Guild 
shop at the Eagle. According to the 
management, however, the. reassign- 
ments were made to strengthen the 
rewrite desk. 
“Pudgy, the Prez” and Hollywood 
Mortimer Frankel, associate script 
‘editor at CBS, has written a novel, 
“Pudgy, the President,” which is 
analogous to the Congressional probe 
of Hollywood. Book is reported to 
burlesque the coming Presidential 
campaign and the violent wrangles 
among the nations at Lake Success. 
Investigation angle figures impor- 
tantly, but isn’t the central theme 
of the story. 





draft. 


CHATTER 
Dorothy Wagner, of Today’s 
Woman mag, sent abroad to keep 
up with the fashioné. 
Robert A. Low has been appointed 


day Review of Literature. 

Richard G. Hubler, film director, 
sold “Melancholy Millionaire” to ‘47 
Mag. Yarn is based upon Howard 
Hughes’ career. 

Paul Whiteman featured in a four- 
page spread in the current Redbook, 
and is the subject of a similar lay- 
out in Parade Dec. 7. 

Meyer Hutner, former press agent 
with Carl Erbe and Billy Rose, has 
combined with Bennett S. Rosner 
in a new publicity. firm. 

Somerset Maugham’s literary 
agent, Jacques Chambrun, in Hoelly- 
wood with the first draft of the 
author’s new novel, “Catalina.” 

L. Mohrenwitz, Swiss representa- 
tive of Curtis Brown and the A. M. 
Heath literary agency in London, is 
in New York on a business trip. 

Sam Molen, sports director of sta- 
tion KMBC, Kansas City, has writ- 
ten a book of sports anecdotes, 
“They Make Me Laugh” .(Dorrance). 

Sol Zatt, promotion manager for 
Ziff-Davis, to the Coast on two 
novels, “Earthbound” by Dalton Ray- 
mond, and “Stubborn Wood” by 
| Emily Harvin, latter a first novel. 

Bennett Cerf now getting $500 
minimum per literary lecture under 
W. Colston Leigh’s auspices; fees for 
the last three totaling $2,600. Works 
on a 33-67% arrangement with 
Leigh, instead of the uSual 50-50. 

Ezra Goodman on the Coast to in- 
terview a dozen.top film industry 
biggies in connection with a Holly- 
wood survey for Coronet. His pieces 
will deal with such picture lumin- 
aries as Darry! F. Zanuck, Louis B. 
Mayer, Jack Warner, Hal Wallis, 
et al. 





Bill Ornstein 


discovers 


Quality Mags an 
Untapped New Source 
of Writing 


a feature 
in the forthcoming 


42d Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARIETY 














umn for the Eagle, replacing as film | 


Maxim Lieber office has the first | 


advertising manager of the Satur- | 





| SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Little Rock, Dec, 1. 


| As comforting proof to us cynical but influential followers of Diogenes, 
| Crates and Demetrius, that fights can be fixed, it seems they even fixed the 
fight between the fight managers association and the Enterprise exploiters 
| of “Body and Soul.” Having got the maximum free publicity from the 
| “feud” that a free enterprise system could afford, all parties are now will- 
ing to settle for another picture. The next one, due to roll next spring, 
| will prove that fights are as on the level as the floor of a ring. 

| It seems the lilywhite school of pugilism has even prevailed upen Abe 
| Polonsky, who did such a beautiful job at scripting “Body and Soul,” to 
develop a screen play which will raise what old Bill McGeehan used to 
call the “manly art of modified murder” to the ethical level of the religious 
| order. This should be the fairy story of the year. The trinity back of 
this counter offensive are Jack Roper, Dan Tebey and Johnny Indrisano, 
| but I'm afraid if they give themselves enough Roper they'll hang them- 
| selves. (Ed. note: The editor disclaims any responsibility for Scully's 
humor.) 





Hands Acress the C 

The characters around the Enterprise sets were really characters. Artie 
Dorrell, welter, on meeting Alex Steinert, pianist, and learning Steinert 
earned his living by his hands, too, said: “He must be plenty hot. His 
| face hasn't a mark on it.” 

Neither, for that matter, did Johnny Garfield’s, and as a pianist in “Four 
Daughters,” a violinist in “Humoresque” and a fighter in “Body and Soul,” 
| he has used his hands, or simulated facsimiles thereof, plenty. 

Roper, who worked some lights on the picture, missed seeing Joe Louis, 
a set visitor. Learning about it later, Roper cracked, “I didn’t duck the 
| first time I met the guy but I've been ducking him ever since.” 

Galahad Garfield Next? 

If Polonsky didn’t write himself out on “Body and Soul,’ I'll be a very 
surprised disciple of Diogenes. Do they plan te switch Johnny Garfield to 
a Galahad, too? His performance as a lightweight champ who could throw 
| fights as well as rights is magnificently convincing, and it had a certain 
real-life fighter’s sellout to give it documentary plausibility. The plot of 
| “Body and Soul” is premised on a fighter who plans to bet $60,000 against 
| himself in a title fight. 
| But personally I think the money at the boxoffice is in more pictures 

like “Body and Soul.’ H. C. Witwer about used up the more romantic 

money in his “Leather Pushers” series vears ago. And remember what 
happened to “The Prizefighter and the Lady.’ Even “The Horn Blows at 
Midnight” didn't dive lower than that one. 

In fact it was the Metro flop that convinced all Hollywood that fights 
| don’t pay nearly as well at the Capitol as they do at the Garden just a 
block away. No, the road opened by “Body and Soul” is the right road for 
Hollywood. It should inspire others to make Jim Tully’s “The Bruiser” 
and his “Black Boy.” After that, Budd Schulberg’s “The Harder They 
Fall” as well as Hemingway's “Fifty Grand’ and Ring Lardner’s “The 
| Champion” might be pencilled in as exposes of one of America’s greatest 
| subversive activities. There are lots of others, but this quartet should 
suffice for the moment. 


So Well Remembered 


I think the first use of lighting in pictures was the Jeffries-Fitzsimmons 
fight. Albert Smith and J. Stuart Blackton were on the picture end of the 





| deal and William A. Brady on the fighters’ end. Brady was Jeff's manager 


| at the time. Joe Manchen built special lamps with carbon two inches thick 
to photograph the fight. 

They tested the lights in a\Broadway theatre and for those days the 
| results were terrific. But when they moved the lights to Coney Island 
_ Sports club they found that the circuit had only 2,000 volts. So Joe hired 
/a steam donkey engine and hooked it up to the generator. That stepped 

up the voltage. 
| The cameramen began shooting the preliminaries to test their equip- 
| ment. That was their mistake, because by the time Fitz and Jeff ex- 
changed a few blows, the great battery of arc lights went out. 

Pop Lubin moved in after this flop with the first film fix of a fight, and 
| using- a German comedian made up to play Fitz he scored a hit where 
| Brady had failed. The fake fight cleaned up in pictures as fake fights 
| have often cleaned up before and since in the ring. “That one sent the 
| boys back to the open arena and sunlight. 
| They still had a lot of film left and they finally caught a fight that was 
a pip. That was the Jeffries-Sharkey fight. This brought everybody back 

to Coney Island, but by then Brady had contracted with Biograph to shoot 
| it with Cooper-Hewitt lights. Blackton and Smith bought a block of 
| six seats and sneaked a camera in under a cloak of darkness. They sur- 
| rounded themselves with Pop Rock, Joe E. Howard, Tod Sloan and a few 
| puguglies who claimed they could lick even Jeffries under Marquis of 

Bowery rules. 


} 


They Went Thata Way! 

“Brady had all the exits watched, but in the milling crowds the picture 
pirates got away clean. They met at Cehn’s roadhouse to celebrate the 
swipe with champagne. Jim Jeffries, his brother Jack, and Brady traced 
them down there. What followed was a Keystone Kops chase. Smith.and 
Biackton escaped by a fire-escape and caught a Brighton train for New 
York. The rest got away, too, Jeff not being very good at roadwork. It’s 
quite possible that Tod Sloan made it on a horse and-Howard sang his 
way out. 

Between the bootlegged version and their legit Vitagraph properties, 
the Blackton-Smith-Rock trinity moved up to big money. Thus by the 
time Jeffries was ready to stage his comeback after a seven-year layoff 
and take on Jack Johnson, picture rights to the fight were werth a lot of 
legitimate money. In fact they were worth more than the fight itself. 
Pop Rock started bidding at $50,000. When rivals went to $75,000 Pop cut® 
the chase and bid $100,000. 

From their little camera which they sneaked into the Jeffries-Sharkey 
fight, the Vitagraph trio moved into the Jeffries-Johnson arena with 12 
cameras (“Body and Soul” had only seven) and 20 technicians. Corbett, 
| John L. Sullivan, Tom Sharkey, Terry McGovern, Battling Nelson, Abe 
| Attell, Ad Wolgast, Leach Cross and big gold-toethed Jack Johnson were 

among the technical advisers. 

Blackton once told me he believed that Jeffries was doped for the fight. 
| Mrs. Jeffries always took care of his meals, but the afternoon before the 
| fight he asked for a cup of tea. A “friend” said, “Let me get it, Mrs. 

Jeffries, you've been doing all the work today.” Blackton watched Jeff 
drink the tea, without cream or sugar. It was very strong and black. 

The First Black Market 

That night Pop Rock, Albert Smith and Blackton sat in a corner of 
Golden's Cafe. Jim Corbett joined them. He glanced around cautiously 
and said, “Put your money on Johnson.” 

Before the fight Blackton went to see Jeffries in his dressing room. 
Jeffries was lying on the table, face drawn and white. “Look at him, he’s 
been doped,” said Roger Wells, his trainer. “This man’s in no shape to 
fight.” Blackton took Jeffries’ hands. They were as cold as ice. Berger, 
Delaney and Corbett were in Jeffries’ corner. Jeffries held up the fight 
until the money was turned over to Pop Reck and he, Pop, left in a car 
with two armed deputies to give the money to Mrs. Jeffries for deposit. 

Johnson came into the arena scared, not of Jeffries, but of the crowa. 
For 15 rounds Jeffries was down on one knee playing “The Dying Gladi- 
ator.” . 

That fight was July 4, 1910, the same day the Vitagraph plant in the 
Morton building back in New York burned, destroying their entire stock 
of films and negatives. 

Maybe that was a payoff for going legit. 
them that honesty and pugilism don't mix. 

I must see Barney Gerard and get his side of this. He handled Jack 
Johnson in those days, and afterward in show biz. 





Diogenes could have told 
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Broadway 


Paul N. Turner, counsel for Equity 
in California on vacation. 


Guy Palmerton, summer stock 
manager, at Post Graduate hospital 
for operation. 

Milton Berle will “roastmaster” 
the Friars’ luncheon Friday (5) for 
Frank Sinatra. 


Mrs. Nate (Vera) Blumberg bed- 
ded by cold. They return to the 
Coast week after next. 

Installation Gambo! will be held at 
the Lambs Sunday (7), the 72d of 
its kind since the club was formed. 

Eddie Weber, business manager of 
“Can You Top This?”, cracked a rib 
while moving a piano at his home, 

Broadway barrister Ed Raftery’s 
daughter, Marie Antoinette, formal- 
ly engaged to >‘atthew Leon Coneys. 

Hal Roach in N. Y. from Holly- 
wood to resume conferences with 
United Artists on upcoming two pro- 
ductions. 

Lou Lissner, back with “I Remem- 
ber Mama” in Philadelphia, slipped 
in bathtub there and fractured 
couple of ribs. 

Pianist William Kapell back from 
his first European trip, where he 
did 19 concerts in four months in 
important European capitals. 

Marjorie Reynolds, film actress, 
sailed for Britain last week to as- 
sume the lead in the forthcoming 
London production of “Burlesque. 

Leon Siritzky, head of Siritzky 
International Pictures, sworn in as 
an American citizen this week. He 
also runs the Ambassador theatre. 

Karl Posch, w.k. Broadway head- 
waiter (ex-Hollywood Restaurant 
La Conga, Beachcomber and Sherry- 
Netherlands), now at Monte’s-on- 
the-Park. 

Margalo Gillmore, who recently 
appeared in “State of the Union, 
sailed Friday (28) aboard the Mau- 
retania for a two-week London va- 
cation. 
* ean Holloway, Metro contract 
writer and formerly a radio scripter, 
is on leave of absence from the 
studio and is spending the winter in 
New York. : > 

The “cocktail party” which Louise 
and Bugs Baer threw Sunday 
turned out to be an engagement 
party for Arthura (Artra) Baer, 21, 
and songsmith Martin Kalmanoff. 

Bob Weitman, Paramount theatre 
managing director, and Leonard 
Goldenson, Paramount Theatres 
veepee, in Chicago for huddles with 
Par partners. Weitman returns Fri- 
day. 
Wiesinebe chanteuse Greta Keller 
laned to Europe for concert tour. 
Will also set up production in 
Vienna of “The Medium,” to which 
she owns German and Austrian 
rights. ; 

Paul O’Brién, of attorneys O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, home ill 
this week as result of over-exposure 
to a sunlamp. He fell asleep under 
it on Thanksgiving Day, following 
turkey dinner. 

Maurice Bergman, Universal east- 
ern ad-publicity chief, to Coast last 
week for confabs with John Joseph, 
ad-publicity director, and other 
studio executives on forthcoming 
campaigns on new product, 

A. Warschawer, an exec of Pal- 
estine’s Habimah theatre, due in 
from Zion to make arrangements for 
Habimah’s forthecomi American 
tour. Troupe is scheduled to preem 
on Broadway in March, '48. 

Harriet Kaplan, former story aide 
to Mike Todd and assistant play edi- 
tcr of Metro, back in New York 
after five months on the Coast. She 
returned via a six weeks’ vacation 
rn of Mexico and: Central Amer- 


ca. 

Lina Abarbanel, of Dwight Deere 
Wiman office, fell’ downstairs in a 
photog’s studio last week, and sent 
to French hospital with cuts and 
bruises. 
Wiman (Dwight’s 
marriage photos. 

Faith and John Cecil Holm pro- 
moting backing for “Gramercy 
Ghost,” comedy written by himself, 
with Faith Holm as producer; Albert 
H. Rosen, business manager of “An 
Inspector Calls,” as b.m.; bankroll 
calls for $60,000. 

Columbia recorded four songs 
from the legiter, “Music In My 
Heart,” Sunday (30), with Charles 
Fredericks, Martha- Wright, Della 
Lind and Jean Handzlik of the 
Broadway cast singing, and Franz 
Steininger conducting the orch. 

On the basis.of its economic bet- 
terment committee’s preliminary re- 
port, Actors Equity has engaged Rob- 
ert R. Nathan, noted economist, to 
make a study of theatrical employ- 
ment conditions. The subject will 
be on the agenda at the association's 
quarterly meeting Dec. 12. 

Mary MacArthur, daughter 
Helen Hayes and Charles Mac- 
Arthur, is attending American 
Academy of Dramatic Art this sea- 
son. Had two strawhat experiences. 
with her mother in “Alice Sit By 
the Fire” in °'46, and with Lillian 
Gish in “The Marquise” in ’47. 

Walter Vincent, prez of Actors’ 
Fund, to sponsor a Christmas pro- 
ram at the Actors Fund Home, 
nglewood, N. J., Sunday afternoon 
(28). John Alexander and Florence 
Aquino will appear in _ specially 
written scene by S. Jay Kaufman. 
Among others to participate are Guy 
Kibbee, Tom erris, Geoffrey 
O’Hara, Norman MacKay, George 
Jaison. : 

The Ken Klings took their 22-year- 
old son to Philly for the Army-Navy 


daughter) for 


” 


Was accompanying Tish | 


game and decided to stay over for 
Joe E. Lewis, currently at the Latin 
Cas’). there. The comedian , be- 
mca that here he was, sans any 
topical A-N gags but the songwrit- 
ing son of the cartoonist whipped up 
a couple—and incidentally sold Lewis 
two special songs at $750 each. 


Dublin 
By Maxwell Sweeney 

Royal Cinema, Limerick, opened 
on site of former Athaneum. 

Mayfair Ballroom, Arklow, Wick- 
low County seaside terpery, sold for 
$42,000. 

Abbey doing big biz with revival 
of: Frank Carney’s “The Righteous 
are Bold.” 

Two Cities Films director Brian 
Desmond Hurst back to England 
after looking over talent here. 

Max Milder, head of Associated 
British Cinemas circuit, here for 
talks on company’s Irish interests. 

Belfast’s non-profit-making Arts 
Studio Theatre now rehearsing Au- 
den and Isherwood’s “Ascent of F6.” 

Dublin Film Productions = re- 
portedly dickering for Maura La- 
verty’s latest novel, “Lift Up Your 
Gates.” 

Actor John McDarby planes to 
New York for part in “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” He tried out in the Lon- 
don production. 

Sir David Cunynghame, London 
Film Productions managing director, 
here for Irish preem of “Open 
City” at Regal Rooms. 

Government of northern Ireland is 
expected to vote grant of $160,000 to 
northern Ireland Council for En- 
couragement of Music and Arts 
towards purchase of theatre in Bel- 
fast. 








Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
The Bernie Armstrongs (he’s the 
KDKA staff orch leader) are due 
for parenthood again. 
Tech drama school’s next show 
will be “Wingless Victory,” under 
direction of Mary Morris. 
Dick Powell flew into town in his 
own plane and remained two days 
on account of bad weather. 
Jackie Heller has a fellow Benny 
Davis alumnus, Jackie Green, head- 
ing the show at his Carousel. 
Donald Steinfirst on the job again 
reviewing concerts for the Post- 
Gazette following an operation. 
Alicia Fuller out of the hospital 
after an operation, but won't go 
back to work at KQV until first of 


ear. 

AFRA and Playhouse sponsoring 
joint Frank Hipps Memorial per- 
formance of “June Moon” in mem- 
ory of late actor, Killed in an auto 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 

Walton hotel being remodeled, due 
to be reopened May 1. 

Jose Iturbi signed for a concert 
recital Jan. 11 at Academy of Mu- 
sic. 

Eddie Bracken here to head up 
Gimbel’s annual Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. 

Buddy Rogers planed in yester- 
day (Tues.) to ballyhoo his forth- 
coming film, “Sleep My Love.” 

Gene Beverly has joined the Joel 
Charles agency in charge of sales 
for the orchestra and variety de- 
partments. yy 

John Henninger, WIBG chief en- 
gineer, named to the newly-created 
post of technical director of WIBG- 
AM, WIBG-FM, WIBG-TV and Na- 
tional Wired Music. 


aoe 


| Palestine Partition 


Continued from page 1 


“Pick-Up Girl,” the Broadway hit of 
several seasons ago, which followed 
“Take It” at the same house. 

Cast includes Hanna _ Sukenik, 
Joseph Passovsky, Rosa Lichtenstein, 
H. Bar Tov Gutman, Yemina Passov- 
sky, Emmanuel Ben Amos and Tuvia 
Gruenbaum. Passovsky staged while 
Peter Kamnitzer did the settings. 

Palestine Film Censorship Board 
has lifted the ban on the Danish 
film, “Day of Wrath,” after repre- 
sentations by the distributors of the 


























picture as well as the Danish Writers 


| Assn, 


| Still banned are a revival of the 


French film, “Kermesse Heroique,” 


of | 2nd the Italian picture, “Opea City.” 


Board, however, is scheduled to re- 
view its previous decision on the 
latter, 

Documentary film showing efforts 
of Jewish men and women in re- 
claiming Palestine’s soil is drawing 
strong business at Zion cinemas. 
Titled “The Great Promise,” picture 
was directed by Joseph Leites, with 
score by Mischa Spoliansky. 

Story is related by men of the 
Jewish Brigade to an old man in a 
German concentration camp on the 
day of libertion. Technically the 
documentary has been produced on 
a high quality level. Aéting is quite 
moving, while lensing, editing and 





English synchronization measure up. 


~ London 


BBC radio licenses to date number 


around 10,998,000. ‘These include 
approximately 28,000 television li- 
censes. 


Millie Hoey, who operated The 
Bag O'’Nails, popular Soho nitery, 
died. She once managed Kate Mey- 
rick’s notorious 43 Club. 

Francis, Day & Hunter celebrating 
tueir 70th anniversary on Dec. 16, 
with staff dinner. Firm claims it’s 
oldest in England for pop numbers. 

Googie Withers, stage and film ac- 
tress and Australian-born John Mc- 
Callum, who appeared with her in 
“The Loves of Toanhs Godden,” to 
marry. 

Film stars Kieron Moore and 
Barbara White, whose last film ap- 
pearances were in “Mine Own Exe- 
cutioner,” set to marry in London, 
tomorrow (4). 

Denis Johnston’s Irish comedy, 
“The Moon In the Yellow River,” 
was revived at the Arts Theatre 
Club, Nov. 26, with Jack HawRins as 
the recluse father. ; 

Reg Connelly and Irwin Dash sail 
to U. S. on the Mauretania, Dec. 9. 
Connelly returns on the Queen 
Elizabeth Jan. 24; while Dash’s stay 
is prolonged to Feb. 4. 

Musicart, Ltd., transferring the 
successful comedy, “Happy as 
Larry,” from the small Mercury the- 
atre to the Criterion, Dec. 16. Show 
produced by Denis Carey will keep 
the original cast. 

First del Giudice picture to be 
made for his new company, Pilgrim 
Pictures, will be an adaptation from 


the stage success, “The Guinea Pig,” 
by W. Chetham-Strode. Boulting 
Bros. will start production early 


next year at Metro’s Elstree studio. 
Gracie Fields, who sails for 
America tomorrow (4) on the Queen 
Mary, is anxious to resume legit act- 
ing. Last time she did it was in 
1928 in “S. O. S.” at the St. James’ 
theatre, opposite the late Sir Gerald 
du Maurier. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 
The Ashtons, Australian family of 
acrobats, arrived here to join circus. 
“Forever Amber” released in Jo- 
hannesburg, Cape Town and Durban. 
Joan Hammond, Australian singer, 
doing big biz on South African con- 
cert tour. 
Norman Alexander here to pro- 
duce documentaries for Waverley 
Films, London. 
African Theatres announces plans 
for new 1,000-seater at Wynberg, 
suburb of Cape Town, to be com- 
pleted by 1948. 
J. H. Nevinson arrived from Eng- 
land to take up appointment of 
South African director for J. Arthur 
Rank Organization. 

Oscar Nissen, Norwegian film ac- 
tor, passed through Cape Town 
serving as seaman on a whaling ship 
en route to Antarctic. 

Irene Morgan and Kathleen Cave, 
English revue artists, scoring hit in 
Cape Town with season of repertory 
revue called “Seeing Stars.” 

South Africa Broadcasting Corp. 
announces increase in pay for mem- 
bers of Cape Town Studio orches- 
tra. Basie pay now is £500 ($2,000) 
yearly. 

Fight to obtain civic theatre for 
Cape Town still proceeding. Local 
business men offered to purchase 
old Italian Consulate for conversion 
to theatre at cost of $283,000 but 
South Africa Broadcasting Corp. fa- 
vors the site for new broadcasting 
studios. * ‘ 


_ 
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Vienna 
By Emil W. Maas 

Librettist Karl Leibinger, 62, died. 

Rudolf Hanzl elected president of 
Vienna Philharmonic Society. 

Dr. Josef Marx elected president 
of Austrian Composers Assn. 

Aurel Nowotny, 66, president of 
Artists Union, died suddenly. 

Friedrich Gagern, 65, well-known 
poet, died in St. Leonhard am Forst. 

Daisy Halban-Kurz, back after 10 
years exile, gave a concert in 
Brahmssaal. 

Schoenbrunner theatre closed 
down, due to bad business. Used as 
film studios now. 

Salzburg Festival plans to produce 
next season the Swiss opera, “Le Vin 
Herbe,” by Frank Martin. 

Robert Stolz writing the music for 
Hubert Marischkas’ latest film pro- 
duction, “Girl From the Island.” 

French film producer Andre 
Paulve announced that 15 Fernch 
poceree are being synchronized 
ere. 





. e 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Andy’s nitery has Seror Twins, 

Freddy . Master’s band into St. 
Paul Flame nitery. 

North Star Drama Guild, little 
theatre group, offering “Jane Eyre.” 

Senor Wences and Franks & Jany- 
ce inte Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 

Orrin Branton, 20th-Fox salesman, 
recovering in St. Mary's hospital 
from major operation. 

Victor Borge drew only fair 
houses at two Twin City one- 
nighter concert engagements. 

yceum here géts “Red Mill” week 





of Dec, 14, “Harvey” week of Dec. 





2. and “Chocolate Soldier” to fol- 
ow. 
Film Row friends have been blood 


donors for Clara-Eisenberg of Uni- 
versal, recovering in niversity 
hospital from major operation. 


Jack Lorentz, 20th-Fox midwest 


sales head, presided over sales con- 
ference at Hotel Nicollet here, with 
Omaha, Des Moines and local ex- 


changes participating. 

Mary Seibel, young daughter of 
Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
publicity and advertising head, play- 
ing lead in St. Catherine Seminary’s 
production of “Enchanted Cottage.” 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Clare and Henry Luce at Mark 
Hopkins. 

Straw Hat Rcview, local legit 
group, set at Golden Gate Dec. 17. 

Dean Murphy accepts beaucoup 
benefits while playing at St. Francis. 

Benny Strong to follow Carmen 
Cavallero orch into Peacock Court 
Dec. 7 

Mucho™ local society excitement 
over Ina Claire openins Monday (8) 
at Geary. 

Edward J. Noble in for festivities 
when KGO-ABC switched to 50,000- 
watt transmitter Monday (1). 

Louis Armstrong, Jackson Teagar- 
den, Barney Bigad and Sid Catlett 
into Burma Club at $4,000 per. 

Big contingent of Hollywood stars 
in for Damon Runyon cancer fund 
fashion show at Mark Hopkins with 
$10 admish fee. 

Frisco symph, with Pierre Mon- 
teux at helm, still biggest sellout 
in town, all three weekly Opera 
House performances SRO. 


Chicago 

Dave O’Maliey's Fort Myers home 
burned Thursday (27). 

Russell Birdwell has opened a Chi 
branch of his publicity outfit. 

Gene Tierney doing shopping here 
before returning to the Coast. 

John Wildberg here for confabs 
on opening of “Anna Lucasta.” 

Kay Armen in from the East to 
spend holidays with her family. 

Donfld O’Connor opens Jan. 9 at 
the Oriental theatre for two-week 
stay. 

Nat Kalcheim, of William Morris, 
in from New York for huddles with 
Leo Salkin. 

The Woodstock Players opened 
their winter season Nov. 27 with 
“The Male Animal.” 

Sam Jaffe will headline the Golden 
Jubilee Festival of the Zionist or- 
ganization here Dec. 21. 

Joan Edwards in for Vitacoustic 
recording date and guest appear- 
ances on the Jack Smith show. 

The Hull House Players opening 
Dec. 8 of “Bury the Dead” marks the 
50th anniversary of the theatre 
group. 

Robert Ryan, RKO player, is ex- 
pected here Dec. 9 to address meet- 
ing of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. 


Tokyo 


Theatres, radio, newspapers and 
race tracks took leading roles in the 
launching of Japan’s nationwide 
charity campaign last week. 

Carl Mydans, Tokyo bureau head 
of Time-Life International, gave 
concluding lecture to Army students 
attending the international news re- 
porting class. 

Appearance of Tetsu Katayama at 
opening of Zenshinza troupe’s “Mer- 
chant of Venice” production at 
Waseda Univ. last week marked first 
time a Jap Prime Minister has pub- 
licly attended any type of theatrical 
performance. Katayama is a strong 
advocate of a national theatre. 











Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

Jackie Phillips at Famous Door. 

Tony Martin sought for late Feb- 
ruary date at Colonial Inn. 

Cross & Dunn and DeCastro Sis- 
ters into Clover Club this week. 

Latin Quarter readying mid-De- 
cember opening, with Myron Cohen 
heading show. 

Newest club in town is Little Ro- 
mania, preeming Dec. 17 with 
Moishe Oyshe and continental] for- 
mat show. 


Milton Berle, in for four days, 
planed back Sunday (39). Spent 
most of his stay at Copacabana 


lounge on the Barry Gray aircast, 
and Mother Kelly's, where Gloria 
King is working. 


Portland, Ore. 


_ Dale Bray's Quartet at the Trop- 
ics. 


Catherine Toomay at the Glover 
Club. 


Skinnay Ennis at Jantzen Beach 
Ballroom, 
Betty Vickers headlining 
stage show at Capitol theatre. 
Rusty Coleman filling in for Jerry 
Owens at Club Hy Mac for the week. 
Mills Brothers into Music Hall 
Supper Club, with Gloria Jean on 
a ror eg bill. 
eatrice Kay held for a second 
week at the Cloud Room - 
= — Bais oh Rica he 
lichae ring, Pauline and J 
Whitehead’s orchestra at the Som 
Bowl, Multnomah hotel. 





new 


Hollywood 


A: Vance Grahams divorced. 

William Goetz in from New York, 

Bill Bendix ill with throat infec. 
tion. 

Oscar Levant and hi i ” 
cline S wife recon 


Philip Doru bought a farm in 
Oregon. 


* Mary Astor hospitalized for ob- 
servation, 

George Tobias planed in f 
Manhattan. ee 


Alice Faye broke an arm in a fall 
down stairs. 

Helen Forrest 
Holohan, Dec. 7. 

Russ Vincent bought a 400-acre 
ranch in Oregon. 

Betty Grable bedded with a dis- 
placed sacro-iliac. 

Margaret Wycherly in from New 
York for film work. 

Joe Frisco in town after a week’s 
showing in Las Vegas. 

Johnny Shadrack opened at Char- 
ley Foy’s Supper Club. 

Pat O’Brien being paged hy the 
Abbey theatre, Dublin. 

Greg McClure, born Dale Easton, 
is legalizing his film name. 

Jane Powell returned from per- 
sonal appearances in the east. 
Virginia Mayo returned 
three weeks of stage touring. 
Susan Hayward called off her 

divorce suit against Jess Barker. 

L. E. Behymer, 85-year-old Los 
Angeles impresario, seriously ill. 

Natalie Wood recovering from in- 
juries sustained in a motor crash. 

Louis B. Mayer and Howard 
Strickling planed in from New York. 

John Ridgely back to work in 
“The Sealed Verdict” after a siege 
of flu. 

Charles Meeker in town to scout 
talent for next summer’s operettas 
at Dallas. 

Emma Goodman retired on doc- 
tor’s orders after 25 years as Sophie 
Tucker’s secretary. 

Father Paul Donceur, 
advisor on the “Joan” 
leaves for Paris next week. 

Tyrone Power returned to town 
after a_13-week air tour, covering 
32,000 miles and 18 countries on four 
continents. 

Richard English succeeds Gordon 
Kahn as editor of Screen Writer, 
monthly magazine of the Screen 
Writers Guild. ‘ 


' Budapest 


By George Gaal 
Pesti Szinhaz will stage O’Neill’s 
“Anna Christie” ne- °, 
Magda Rasko, State Opera singer, 
now at Vienna Konzerthaus. 
Sigurd Rascher, Danish saxophon- 
ist, giving several concerts here. 


to marry Paul 


from 


technical 
picture, 


E. van Beinum, director of the 
Amsterdam Concertgebouw, in town. 

Opera singer Gabriella. Relle, 
signed contract with the Rome 
Opera. 

Benjamin Britten’s opera “Peter 


Grimes” will be performed at the 
State Opera here. 

Actress Frida Gombaszogi prep- 
ping to leave for the states to visit 
Sister in New York. 

National Theatre started rehears- 
als of Shakespeare’s “Richard III.” 
Lead will be played by Tamas Ma- 


jor. 

Hilde Baumann, solo dancer of 
the Berne Opera, back to Switzer- 
land after several performances 
here. 

Gyorgy Denes, celebrating 30th 
anni as actor, awarded the Pro Arte 
medal by the President of the Re- 
public. 

John van. Deuten’s “The Voice of 
the Turtle” opening at the Muvesz 
Szinhaz. Hungarian title is “Happy 
Sunday.” 

Operetta Theatre prepping Offen- 
bach’s “Helen of Troy” with new 
prima donna, Marika Nemeth, play- 
ring the lead. 

Mihaly Szekely received the 
Medal of the Republic from Hun- 
gary’s President Zoltan Tildy. Sze- 
kely leaves soon for the states to 
sing with the Metropolitan Opera. 

Hungarian-American Society gave 
an orchestra concert recently at 
Music Art Academy to capacity 


house, Program included Gersh- 
win’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” David 
Diamond’s “Rounds” and _ Ernest 


Bloch’s “Solomon.” 


Australia 


“ By Eric Gorrick 
Ernest Turnbull, Hoyt’s chief, is 





due back from London before 
Christmas. 
Air-Commodore West of Eagle 


Lion, is making extensive survey of 
Melbourne for the Rank interests. 

Two-a-night vaude-revue no go in 
Brisbane for the Tivoli loop at His 
Majesty's. House goes back to pix 
revival. 

William Herbert, vet showman, 81, 

died here. Was the originator of big 
loop in Newcastle, selling later to 
Hoyts and GUT. 
_ Harry Watt has his cameras work- 
ing on “Eureka Stockade” for Ealing 
now. Unit is on location in north- 
ern New South Wales. 

Cinesound is puttin~ out . special 
feature film titled “Cavalcade of 
Australian Sport,” dealing with all 
the Aussie toppers in the field of 
ly over past 12 months. Idea is 

en G. Ball's, Cinesound’s chief pro- 
ducer-director, Pic goes into the 





indie Tatler, Sydney, 
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OBITUARIES 





ERNST LUBITSCH 
Ernst Lubitsch, 55, veteran motion 
picture producer and director, died 
suddenly Nov. 30 at his home in Bel- 
Air, near Hollywood. (Further de- 
tails in Pictures Section.) 





ALEX YOKEL ; 
Legit producer Alex Yokel, 61, 
died Thursday (27) of a heart at- 
tack after Thanksgiving dinner at a 


- friend’s home, Lawrence, L. IL. 


Further details in Legitimate sec- 


tion. 
JOHN W. REHAUSER 

John W. Rehauser, 68, retired con- 
ductor, arranger and composer who 
had been connected with vaudeville, 
musical comedy and radio, died Nov. 
26 at Forest Hills, L. I. 

Rehauser played in theatrical and 
dance orchestras and later developed 
into a conductor and arranger. He 
composed and conducted the music 
for various vaudeville acts, including 
those of Gus Edwards, with whom 
he toured for many years. After 
that he conducted the orchestra for 
the Weber and Fields musical shows 
and did orchestral arrangements for 
the “Ziegfeld Follies’ and other 
shows. 

In recent years he composed inci- 
dental music and arranged orchestra- 
tion for radio shows, among them Ed 
Wynn's program, the Ford Hour, 
Cavalcade of America, March of 
Time and the Bell Telephone Hour. 
He retired in 1945. 

He leaves a wife and two sons. 
HARRISON BROCKBANK 
Harrison Brockbank, 80, veteran 
baritone of musical comedy and col- 
lector of relics of North American 

Indians, died in N. Y., Nov. 30. 

Born in Liverpool, Brockbank ap- 
peared in many Broadway produc- 
tions, chiefly musicals. His first 
roles were performed at the Drury 
Lane and the Covent Garden in Lon- 
don. He studied music in London 
with Mme. Tasea and voice with 
Signor Franco Leoni. He came to this 
country in 1909 and became a citizen 
in 1916. 

A member of the Lambs since 
1914, Brockbank appeared in such 
Broadway musicals as “Sometime,” 
“Apple Blossoms,” “The Last Waltz,” 
“Melody” and “The Three Muske- 
teers.” 

W. W. HINSHAW 

William W. Hinshaw, 80, retired 
concert singer and opera producer, 
died Nov. 27 in Washington. He had 
made more than 5,000 concert ap- 
pearances in the U. S. and abroad 
prior to his retirement in 1931. 

Born in Union, Ia. Hinshaw 
studied music at Valparaiso Univ., 
and in 1895 was named dean of the 
institution’s music congervatory. He 
made his first grand opera appear- 
anc at St. Louis in 1899 as Mephisto 
in “Faust.” He sang baritone with 
the Metropolitan Opera from 1910- 
1913 and produced operas himself in 
later years. 

Wife, a daughter and three sons 
survive. 





WALTER K. HILL 

Walter K. Hill, 81, former bur- 
lesque and film press agent, died 
Nov. 22 at St. Petersburg, Fla. He 
was press representative for the old 
Columbia Burlesque Wheel and had 
a similar job in the eastern offices 
of several film companies. 

Hill was president of the Theatri- 
cal Press Representatives of America, 
which was absorbed when the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Managers 
was formed. As administrator of the 
TPROA emergency fund during the 
depression, Hill granted all requests 
for aid from members and the fund 
was depleted. 





ROBERT POOLEY 

Robert Pooley, 42, orchestra leader, 
died Nov. 29 in Worcester, Mass., of 
a cerebral hemorrhage. Pooley 
played trumpet for a time with Jean 
Goldkette’s orchestra. Later, his 
own orchestra was the _ studio 
Standby for local radio stations 
at various times and played at 
the Hampton Beach, N. H., Casino 
and the Deshler - Wallick hotel in 
Columbus, O. In recent years he had 
extended engagements at a _ local 
night club. 

Wife, mother, two brothers and a 
sister survive. 





FREDERICK C. SCHANBERGER 

Frederick C. Schanberger, 75, the- 
atrical manager, died Nov. 27 in 
Baltimore. He had been associated 
for many years with the thes‘rical 
and. philanthropic enterprises of the 
late James L: Kernan who built the 





'and Follow Me” 





Auditorium and Maryland theatres 
in Baltimore. He was a member of 
the Vaudeville Country Club of New 
York and former chairman of the 
Maryland Boxing Commission. 
When stricken, he was associated 
with his son, J. Lawrence Schanber- 
ger, in the ownership of Keith’s, de 
luxe first-run in Baltimore. 


Wife, two sons, daughter, three 

brothers and sister survive, 
PAT DALY 

Gordon C. Munger, 56, who as Pat 
Daly was a former dancer and 
comedian in vaude, legit, film and 
radio, died Nov. 19 at his home in 
Detroit after along illness. He 


| had been an entertainer for 47 years. 
minstrels and vaude- 


Starting in 


ville, Daly appeared in_ straight 
plays, musical comedies, pictures 
and radio. In his early days he was 
associated with the late George 
Primrose. He and his wife were in 
vaudeville together as Pat and 
Genevieve Daly. 


Wife survives. 





JOSEPH M. GILL 


Joseph M. Gill, 53, former band 
| leader and musician in St. Louis, 
died Nov. 24 in that city, after two 


years’ illness. A graduate of George- 
town Univ., Gill became a violinist 
in the St. Louis symph. orch. Later 
he organized his own dance orch. 


that played for many years in the 
midwest. He was credited with hav- 
ing given Harry James his first 


tooting jo® when Gill's band was 
touring in Texas. 

Brother and sister survive. 

EDWARD BECK 

Edward Beck, 69, show 
for the Walnut Room 
marck Hotel, Chicago, died Nov. 
in Hollywood. He began his career 
as a song-and-dance“man, appearing 
in “The Chocolate Soldier,’ “Pink 
Lady” and others. As a Chicago cafe 
producer, he was foremost in his 
field during the 1920's, presenting 
revues at Mann's, Marigold Gardens 
and Bismarck Gardens. 

Wife, Pearl Cook, former dancer, 
a brother and a sister survive. 


producer 


ARTHUR R. BURROWS 

Arthur R. Burrows, 65, British 
broadcasting pioneer, died Nov. 26 
in London. He was among those re- 
sponsible for the first BBC program 
Nov. 15, 1922. 

He had been secretary general and 
director of the International Broad- 
casting Union from 1935 to 1940. Ih 
1942, he was appointed director of 
the broadcasting division of. the 
British Ministry of Information. He 
also \was a correspondent for The 
Times of London. 

SAM ROCCA 

Sam Rocca, 82, Pittsburgh dis- 
trict exhibitor for the last 35 years, 
died recently at his home in Newall, 
Pa., after a long illness. Rocca 
handled all assignments at his 
Newell theatre, ranging from jani- 
tor work to projection. 

Upon his death the house went 
dark and future plans for it have 
not been announced by members of 
the family. 





VIRGINIA GRAFTON 

Virginia Grafton, 33, songstress, 
was killed in the crash of the Alaska 
Airlines plane in Seattle, Nov. 30. 

Singer, who in private life was 
the wife of Robert Stittworth, Ta- 
coma detective, had been making 
the hop from Alaska, where she had 
completed nitery engagements, ac- 
cording to her husband, who had 
been at the airport to meet her. 





CHARLES WHITTLE 
Charles Whittle, 73, former song 


writer and music hall performer, | 


died Nov. 27 at his home in Brad- 


ford, England. While starring at the | 


London Pavilion and the- Tivoli, Ox- 
ford, 20-odd years ago, he wrote 
“Put Me Among the Girls,” “Fall In 
and “Let’s All Go 
Down to the Strand,” which had 
wide popularity. ; 

He retired 17 years ago. 

BRUCE LEIGH GOLDIE 

Bruce Leigh Goldie, 32, until re- 
cently continuity editor of CKCK, 
Regina, Sask., died in that place 
Nov. 21. He resigned Nov. 1 because 
of ill health. 

Wife survives. 

M. M. VORSTER 

M. M. Vorster, theatre manager 
for many years*for African Theatres, 
Capetown, South 
and died Oct. 11 in Paarl, near 
Capetown. He was at one time man- 
ager of the old Tivoli vaudeville the- 


of the Bis- | 
19 | 


Africa, collapsed | 


atre in Capetown. Afte 

closed, Vorster managed 4 

theatres and was in cha} 

Protea, in Paarl, when hr 
Wife survives. 





WILLIAM E. LAWRENCE 

William E. (“Babe”) Lawrence, 51, 
film and stage actor, died Nov. 28 in 
Hollywood. He went to the Coast in 
/1914 for “Birth of a Nation” >and 
played juve leads until the First 
| World War. 

He returned to the Broadway 
stage in 1920, but returned to pic- 
tures in 1930. 








ERNEST ADAMS 


Ernest Adams, 62, screen actor, 
| died Nov. 26 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. Before entering pic- 


tures, he appeared in numerous stage 
musicals. 


HENRY S. BERTINETTE, JR. 





Henry S. Bertinette, Jr., 21, an-"| 
}nouncer at WBIB, FM station in| 
|New Haven, died Nov. 25 in that | 
| city, 


KIRK E. WICKS 

Kirk E. Wicks, 50, who as Eddie 
Powell was a nightclub pianist and 
singer, died Nov. 28 in Chicago. 

Pather, 78, of Johnny Broderick, 
of the vaude comedy team of Arren 
& Broderick, died suddenly last 
week in Sharon, Pa. Wife and an- 
other son also survive. 

William J. Passmore, 62, owner 
and operator of the Royal theatre, 
Moose Jaw, Sask., from 1930 until 
1945, died Nov. 18 in Victoria, B. C. 





of Benjamin H. Segal, 
director of the Shubert 
Haven, died Nov. 18 


Mother 
managing 
theatre, New 
in that city. 





Son, 24, of Gene Dyer, owner of 
station WAIT, Chi., was killed Nov. 
30 in an auto crash 1 near Mundelein, 
Til. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim Muzzy, son, Can- 
ton, O., Nov. 17. Father is WHBC, 
Canton, sportscaster. 


Mr. and Mrs. Abe Sadoff, son, 
Sioux: City, Ia.. Nov. 26. Father is 
theatre owner there. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Frangooles, 
| sgn, Albany, last week. Father is a 
| Paramount Pictures booker there. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeRosa, son, 
| Chicago, Nov. 23. Father is sales 
traffic manager of WMAQ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carman, son, 
Chicago, Nov. 21. Father is assistant 
manager of NBC Central Division 
continuity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Holt. daughter, 
Hollywood, Nov. 24. Father is a 
film flack. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elwood C. Hoffman, 
son. New York, Nov. 26. Father is 
an editor of CBS’ program writing 
division; mother is Toni Darnay, 
radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Baird, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
Mother’s Patti Jean Baldridge, for- 
mer band vocalist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Muhl, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 24. Father is gen- 
eral manager of Universal-Inter- 
national studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Sadoff, son, 
Sioux City, Nov. 26. Father is owner 
of the Fourth Street theatre in that 
city. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Ray Wilson, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. Father is a ra- 
dio and film writer; mother is the 
former Marion Jones, dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milt Hoffman, son, 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y.. Dec. 1. Father 
is with Paramount's h.o. adv. dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Brennan, 
son, Germantown, Pa. Dec. 1. 





Father is a Warner Theatres’ exec 
there. 








Diskers on Limb 


Continued from page 1 





found its way on wax,” one music 
publisher concedes, “because neither 
we nor the reeord people want to 
get caught short.” 

Quite a few songsmiths, surpris- 
ingly, are going into private record- 
ing business. Utilizing some passable 
vocalist, and with only a piano or 
perhaps an inexpensive rhythmic 
trio for musical acompaniment, the 
private recording studios have been 
doing a rushing business on new 
and unexploited songs. The idea is 
to have a master available if, as and 
when a shortage is created, and 
perhaps one of these songs (still un- 
published) may catch on some time 
in 48. Theory is that these masters 
are a cushion for future disk press- 
‘ings, in that post-Jan. 1 period, 





‘+ when fresh recordings‘ are tabu. 
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were grossing around $26,000 a week 
in the Theatre, Inc. revival of 
“Pygmalion,” Miss Cornell revived 
“Candida” again for 24 performances 
in New York and 22 on the road, in 
repertory with “Antigone.” No fig- 
ures are available for the engage- 
ment, but even for the interval the 
two Shaw plays were running simul- 
taneuously, it’s doubtful if their 
combined gross equalled the $31,500 
figure Evans is drawing. 

The reason the Evans revival is 
getting higher grosses than the Law- 
rence-“Massey “Pygmalion” or the 
1936 edition of Miss Cornell's “St. 
Joan,” 
week, 
has a $4.80 top, 
used to go no higher than $3.60. But | 
the most important factor, from the 
standpoint of Shaw’s royalties, is | 
that the Evans production appears 
likely to play through the season 
and, according to Evans’ policy in 
the past, put in a solid season on the 
road during 1948-49. 
tion moves Feb. 16 from the Alvin to 
the Hudson, N. Y. 


A striking angle of 
“Man” revival is not only that, 





the current | 
for 


the first time in his career as an ae- | 
| tor-manager, 
but that he’s: paying the | 


Evans is paying royal- 
ties at all, 
highest rate in show business. 
Whereas most other playwrights get 
a sliding scale of (742% on the first 
$5,000, 10% on the next $5,000 
and % on all over $10,000), 
Shaw has always insisted upon a 
flat 15%. So Evans, who in the past 
has produced the works of Shake- 
speare alone (which is, of course, 
royalty-free), has this time picked 
out the author who’s the toughest 


12% 


| businessman of them all. 


Some of the notable Shaw pro- 
ductions in the U. S. in the past have 
been the follewing: 

“Heartbreak House,” 
tre Guild, 1920-21 (for 
formances). 

“Back to. Methuselah” (consisting 
of five separate plays), by the Guild, 
1921-22 (seven weeks). 

“Devil’s' Disciple.” Guild, 
(about 10 weeks). 

“St. Joan,” Guild, 1923-24 (grossing | 
as high as $10,000 a week, for over 
200 performances). 

“Candida,” Actor’s Theatre, with 
Katharine Cornell, 1924-25 (at first 
offered at special matinees, later ex- 


by the Thea- 
125 per- 


1922-23 


tended for a regular run, and 
grosses about $14,000 for some 
weeks, playing a total of 143 per- 
formances). 

“Caesar and Cleopatra,” Guild, 
1924-25 (48 performances). 

“Arms and the Man,” Guild, 


1924-25 (grossed as high as $15,000 
a week, ran 180 performances). 

“Androcles and the Lion” and 
“Man of Destiny” ‘double bill), 
Guild, 1925-26 (68 performances). 

“Pygmalion,” Guild, 1926-27 (143 
performances). 

“Doctor’s Dilemma,” Guild, 1927-28 
(115 performances). 

“Major Barbara,” 
(84 performances ). 

“Apple Cart,” Guild, 1929-30 (88 
performances). , 

“Getting Married,” Guild, 1930-31 
(48 performances). 


Guild, 1928-29 


“Too True to Be Good,” Guild, | 
1931-32 (57 performances). 
“Candida,” Cornell, 1933-34 (two 


performances a week, in repertory, 
for 40 weeks). 

“Simpleton of the Unexpected 
Isles,” Guild, 1934-35 (40 perform- 
ances). 

“St. Joan,” «Cornell, 1935-36 
(grossing nearly $23,000 for some 
weeks, ran 89 performances in New 
York and 79 on tour). 

“Candida,” Cornell, 1936-37 (in 
repertory, with “Wingless Victory,” 
played 50 performances in New 
York and about 24 on tour. Reper- 
tory grossed as high as $18,000 in 
N, ¥.). 

“Heartbreak House,” 
Theatre (Orson Welles), 
(several weeks’ run). 

“Candida,” on the 
Ann Harding, 1938-39. 

“Candida,” in Chicago, with Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, 1938-39. 

“Doctor’s Dilemma,” Cornell, 
1940-41 (grossed about $19,000 for 
some weeks, ran 121 performances 
in New York, plus five weeks’ 
tour). 

“Candida,” Cornell, with Burgess. 
Meredith, Raymond Massey, Dudley 
Digges; 1941-42 ‘(for War Relief 
benefit, grossed $122,247 in 27 per- 


Mercury 
1937-38, 


Coast, with 


| formances in New York and eight in 


, Washington). 


| 


“Pygmalion,” Theatre, Inc. (Ger- 
trude Lawrence-Raymond Massey ), 
1945-46 (grossed as high: as $26,000; 
‘for Some weeks, ran I79 perform- 


which drew almost $23,000 a | 
is that the current production | 
whereas the scale | 


The produc- | 





l after 





—.* ote yaatty” 


from page 1 





ances in New York, plus a season 


tour). 
“Candida,” Cornell, 1945-46 (tin 
repertory with “Antigone,” played 


24 performances in New York, plus 
22 on tour), 

The Guild has scheduled a pro- 
duction of “You Never Can Tell” 
for later this season, 

In addition to the above, there 
have been innumerable productions 
of-Shaw plays for special perform- 
ances, by repertory and_= stock 
groups, etc. 


State Quits Vaude 
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‘in which case vaudeville 
not have been discontinued. 
The agencies go further in declar- 
ing that the dropping of the State 
vaudeville will undoubtedly mean 
that the remainder of the stageshow 
houses will be able to get perform- 
|ers at “reasonable” fees. Many, they 
| Say, remember after the Palace shut- 
| tered, most acts refused no reason- 
\able offer, and perhaps, the State 
|closing will mean ae return of 
“sanity” in the matter of salaries. 
The State will have a policy of 
single features on first runs, and 
double features when subsequent 
run films are shown. Initial bil) will 





be “Cass Timberlane” and a “Blon- 
die” film. 

With the vaude exit from the 
i State, Loew’s will have only two 


stageshow houses, the Capitol, N. Y,, 
and the Capitol, Washington. 

There still remains the possibility 
that the change may not be final. 
There’s some feeling throughout the 
Loew organization that the stage- 
|show policy will return if grosses 
are considerably lower. Under the 
stageshow policy the house averaged 
aroutd $28,000, with the all-time 
| high mark being set at $55,000 when 
Eddie Cantor appeared there in 
1939. If the average gross is con-. 
siderably lower than $28,000 minus 
Stageshow costs, then Loew execs 
may put back the vaude. 

However, that remains to be seen 
the’ Dec. 18 bill topped by 
Molly Picon, Jack Carter and Dave 
Apollon ends an important chapter 
in the history of vaudeville. 


Hillbilly Acts Hypo Par 


Pard’s Carolina Houses 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 2 

Wilby-Kineey circuit, Paramount- 
partnered chain straddling the Caro- 
linas, has turned to vaudeville to 
bolster slipping picture grosses. Sub- 
stantial number of its theatres are 
now booking hillbilly five-act shows 
for one-a-week appearances. New 
policy, in the main, has been adopt- 
ed by houses in towns varying from 
10,000 to 35,000 in population. 

The shows are traveling as units 
from town to town to fill in along 
with a single picture. Theatres for- 
merly dished up dualers seven days 
a week. Understood that H. F. Kin- 
cey ordered the changeover figuring 
the public is ripe for talent drawn 
from. the local hills. 











MARRIAGES 


Sylvia Berger to Albert Redman, 
New York, Nov. 29. Bride is a mem- 
ber of the CBS program writing 
division, 

Rosemary Bruns to Richard W. 
Leibert, Malverne, L. IL, Nov. 29. 
He’s organist at Radio City Music 
Hall, N. Y., and on various radio 
programs. 

Maryline White to Byron Collins, 
Riverdale, N. Y., Nov. 29. He's a 
commercial writer at Young & Ru- 
bicam. 

Toni Reynolds to Fred Wiicox, 
Beverly Hills, Nov. 30. He's a direc- 
tor at. Metro. 


Mary L. Byrne to Henry Clark, 
Canton, O., Nov. 27. He’s an engi- 
neer at WHBC, Canton. 


Mary Hull to Andrew Wiswell, 
New York, Oct. 24. He’s recording 
director of Muzak. 


Ruth Rose to Claude xXirchner, 
Chicago, Nov. 29. He’s disk jockey 
and announcer on “Ladies Be 
Seated” radio show. 

Mildred Tilson to Bruce William- 
son, Maryborough, Ireland, Nov. 19. 
He’s film critic of The Irish Times. 

Jayne McGahey to Russell Bun- 
desen, Chicago, Nov. 22. Bride is 
member of the panting Sisters, 
singing trio. 

Lynne Bowman to Lionel Shelly, 
Las Vegas, Dec. 2. He’s a western 
actor; she’s in the line at Earl Car- 
+ fol’s, fn Holly wood.‘ 
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Broadway 


Paul N. Turner, counsel for Equity 
in California on vacation. 


Guy Palmerton, summer stock 
manager, at Post Graduate hospital 
for operation. 

Milton Berle will “roastmaster” 
the Friars’ luncheon Friday (5) for 
Frank Sinatra. . 

Mrs. Nate (Vera) Blumberg bed- 
ded by cold. They return to the 
Coast week after next. 

Installation Gambol will be held at 
the Lambs Sunday (7), the 72d of 
its kind since the club was formed. 

Eddie Weber, business manager of 
“Can You Top This?”, cracked a rib 
while moving a piano at his home. 

Broadway barrister Ed Raftery's 
daughter, Marie Antoinette, formal- 
ly engaged to *‘atthew Leon Coneys. 

Hal Roach in N. Y. from Holly- 
wood to resume conferences with 
United Artists on upcoming two pro- 
ductions. 

Lou Lissner, back with “I Remem- 
ber Mama” in Philadelphia, slipped 
in bathtub there and fractured 
couple of ribs. 

Pianist William Kapell bacx from 
his first European trip, where he 
did 19 concerts in four months in 
important European capitals. 

Marjorie Reynolds, film actress, 
sailed for Britain last week to as- 
sume the lead in the forthcoming 
London production of “Burlesque. 

Leon Siritzky, head of Siritzky 
International Pictures, sworn in as 
an American citizen this week. He 
also runs the Ambassador theatre. 

Karl Posch, w.k. Broadway head- 
waiter (ex-Hollywood Restaurant 
La Conga, Beachcomber and Sherry- 
Netherlands), now at Monte’s-on- 
the-Park. 

Margalo Gillmore, who recently 
appeared in “State of the Union, 
sailed Friday (28) aboard the Mau- 
retania for a two-week London va- 
cation. 

* Jean Holloway, Metro contract 
writer and formerly a radio scripter, 
is on leave of absence from the 
studio and is spending the winter in 
New York. ; : 

The “cocktail party” which Louise 
and Bugs Baer threw Sunday 
turned out to be an engagement 
party for Arthura (Artra) Baer, 21, 
and songsmith Martin Kalmanoff. 

Bob Weitman, Paramount theatre 
managing director, and Leonard 
Goldenson, Paramount Theatres 
veepee, in Chicago for huddles with 
Par partners. Weitman returns Fri- 
day. 

Viennese chanteuse Greta Keller 
laned to Europe for concert tour. 

ill also set up production in 
Vienna of “The Medium,” to which 
she owns German and Austrian 
rights. We as 

Paul O’Brién, of attorneys O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, home ill 
this week as result of over-exposure 
to a sunlamp. He fell asleep under 
it on Thanksgiving Day, following 
turkey dinner. 

Maurice Bergman, Universal east- 
ern ad-publicity chief, to Coast last 
week for confabs with Jonn Joseph, 
ad-publicity director, and other 
studio executives on forthcoming 
campaigns on new product, 

A. Warschawer, an exec of Pal- 
estine’s Habimah theatre, due in 
from Zion to make arrangements for 
Habimah’s forthcomi American 
tour. Troupe is scheduled to preem 
on Broadway in March, ‘48. 

Harriet Kaplan, former story aide 
to Mike Todd and assistant play edi- 
tor of Metro, back in New York 
after five months on the Coast. She 
returned via a six weeks’ vacation 
oa of Mexico and: Central Amer- 

ca. 

Lina Abarbanel, of Dwight Deere 
Wiman office, fell) downstairs in a 
photog’s studio last week, and sent 
to French hospital with cuts and 
bruises. 
Wiman (Dwight’s 
marriage photos. 

Faittk and John Cecil Holm pro- 
moting backing for “Gramercy 
Ghost,” comedy written by himself, 
with Faith Holm as producer; Albert 
H. Rosen, business manager of “An 
Inspector Calis,” as b.m.; bankroll 
calls for $60,000. 

Columbia recorded four songs 
from the legiter, “Music In My 
Heart,” Sunday (30), with Charles 
Fredericks, Martha- Wright, Della 
Lind and Jean Handzlik of the 
Broadway cast singing, and Franz 
Steininger conducting the orch. 

On the basis.of its economic bet- 
terment committee’s preliminary re- 
port, Actors Equity has engaged Rob- 
ert R. Nathan, noted economist, to 


daughter) for 


Was accompanying Tish } 


game and decided to stay over for 
Joe E. Lewis, currently at the Latin 
Cas’ there. The comedian , be- 
mca that here he was, sans any 
topical A-N gags but the songwrit- 
ing son of the cartoonist whipped up 
a couple—and incidentally sold Lewis 
two special songs at $750 each, 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Royal Cinema, Limerick, opened 
on site of former Athaneum. 

Mayfair Ballroom, Arklow, Wick- 
low County seaside terpery, sold for 
$42,000. ? 

Abbey doing big biz with revival 
of- Frank Carney’s “The Righteous 
are Bold.” ; 

Two Cities Films director Brian 
Desmond Hurst back to England 
after looking over talent here. 

Max Milder, head of Associated 
British Cinemas circuit, here for 
talks on company’s Irish interests. 

Belfast’s non-profit-making Arts 
Studio Theatre now rehearsing Au- 
den and Isherwood’s “Ascent of F6.” 

Dublin Film Productions re- 
portedly dickering for Maura La- 
verty’s latest novel, “Lift Up Your 
Gates.” 

Actor John McDarby planes to 
New York for part in “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” He tried out in the Lon- 
don production. 

Sir David Cunynghame, London 
Film Productions managing director, 
here for Irish preem of “Open 
City” at Regal Rooms. 

Government of northern Ireland is 
expected to vote grant of $160,000 to 
northern Ireland Council for En- 
couragement of Music and Arts 
towards purchase of theatre in Bel- 
fast, 








Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
The Bernie Armstrongs (he’s the 
KDKA staff orch leader) are due 
for parenthood again. 
Tech drama. school’s next show 
will be “Wingless Victory,” under 
direction of Mary Morris. 
Dick Powell flew into town in his 
own plane and remained two days 
on account of bad weather. 
Jackie Heller has a fellow Benny 
Davis alumnus, Jackie Green, head- 
ing the show at his Carousel. 
Donald Steinfirst on the job again 
reviewing concerts for the Post- 
Gazette following an operation. 
Alicia Fuller out of the hospital 
after an operation, but won’t go 
back to work at KQV until first of 


year. 

AFRA and Playhouse sponsoring 
joint Frank Hipps Memorial per- 
formance of “June Moon” in mem- 
ory of late actor, Killed in an auto 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 

Walton hotel being remodeled, due 
to be reopened May 1. 

Jose Iturbi signed for a concert 
recital Jan. 11 at Academy of Mu- 
sic. 

Eddie Bracken here to head up 
Gimbel’s annual Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. 

Buddy Rogers planed in yester- 
day (Tues.) to ballyhoo his forth- 
coming film, “Sleep My Love.” 

Gene Beverly has joined the Joel 
Charles agency in charge of sales 
for the orchestra and variety de- 
partments. ss 

John Henninger, WIBG chief en- 
gineer, named to the newly-created 
post of technical director of WIBG- 
AM, WIBG-FM, WIBG-TV and Na- 
tional Wired Music. 


| Palestine Partition 
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“Pick-Up Girl,” the Broadway hit of 
several seasons ago, which followed 
“Take It” at the same house. 

Cast includes Hanna _ Sukenik, 
Joseph Passovsky, Rosa Lichtenstein, 
H. Bar Tov Gutman, Yemina Passov- 
sky, Emmanuel Ben Amos and Tuvia 
Gruenbaum. Passovsky staged while 
Peter Kamnitzer did the settings. 

Palestine Film Censorship Board’ 
has lifted the ban on the Danish 
film, “Day of Wrath,” after repre- 
sentations by the distributors of the 





picture as well as the Danish Writers 


make a study of theatrical employ-| agcn. 


ment conditions. 


quarterly meeting Dec. 12 


Mary MacArthur, daughter 
Helen Hayes and Charles Mac- 
Arthur, is attending American 


Academy of Dramatic Art this sea- 
son, Had two strawhat experiences, 
with her mother in “Alice Sit By 
the Fire” in °46, and with Lillian 
Gish in “The Marquise” in ’47. 
Walter Vincent, prez of Actors’ 
Fund, to sponsor a Christmas pro- 
ram at the Actors Fund Home, 
nglewood, N. J., Sunday afternoon 
(28). John Alexander and Florence 
Aquino will appear in specially 
written scene by S. Jay Kaufman. 
Among others to participate are Guy 


Kibbee, Tom ocr is. Geoffrey 
O’Hara, Norman MacKay, George 
Jaison 


The Ken Klings took their 22-year- 
old son to Philly for the Army-Navy 


%» 


The subject will | 
be on the agenda at the association's | 


Still banned are a revival of the 
French film, “Kermesse Heroique,” 


of | and the Italian picture, “Open City.” 


Board, however, is scheduled to re- 
view its previous decision on the 
latter, 

Documentary film showing efforts 
of Jewish men and women in re- 
claiming Palestine’s soil is drawing 
strong business at Zion cinemas. 
Titled “The Great Promise,” picture 
was directed by Joseph Leites, with 
score by Mischa Spoliansky. 

Story is related by men of the 
Jewish Brigade to an old man in a 
German concentration camp on the 
day of libertion. Technically the 
documentary has been produced on 
a high quality level. Aéting is quite 
moving, while lensing, editing and 





English synchronization measure up. 


~ London 


BBC radio licenses to date number 
around 10,998,000. ‘These include 
approximately 28,000 television li- 
censes. , 

Millie Hoey, who operated The 
Bag O’Nails, popular Soho nitery, 
died. She once managed Kate Mey- 
rick’s notorious 43 Club. 

Francis, Day & Hunter oetepceting 
tueir 70th anniversary on Dec. 16, 
with staff dinner. Firm claims it’s 
oldest in England for pop numbers. 

Googie Withers, stage and film ac- 
tress and Australian-born John Mc- 
Callum, who appeared with her in 


“The Loves of Joanna Godden,” to 
marry. 
Film stars Kieron Moore and 


Barbara White, whose last film_ap- 
pearances were in “Mine Own Exe- 
cutioner,” set to marry in London, 
tomorrow (4). 

Denis Johnston’s Irish comedy, 
“The Moon In the Yellow River,” 
was revived at the Arts Theatre 
Club, Nov. 26, with Jack HawRins as 
the recluse father. ; 

Reg Connelly and Irwin Dash sail 
to U. S. on the Mauretania, Dec. 9. 
Connelly returns on the Queen 
Elizabeth Jan. 24; while Dash’s stay 
is prolonged to Feb. 4. 

Musicart, Ltd., transferring the 
successful comedy, “Happy as 
Larry,” from the small Mercury the- 
atr2 to the Criterion, Dec. 16. Show 
produced by Denis Carey will keep 
the original cast. 

First del Giudice picture to be 
made for his new company, Pilgrim 
Pictures, will be an adaptation from 
the stage success, “The Guinea Pig,” 
by W. Chetham-Strode. Boulting 
Bros. will start production early 
next year at Metro's Elstree studio. 

Gracie Fields, who sails for 
America tomorrow (4) on the Queen 
Mary, is anxious to resume legit act- 
ing. Last time she did it was in 
1928 in “S. O. S.” at the St. James’ 
theatre, opposite the late Sir Gerald 
du Maurier. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 
The Ashtons, Australian family of 
acrobats, arrived here to join circus. 
“Forever Amber” released in Jo- 
hannesburg, Cape Town and Durban. 
Joan Hammond, Australian singer, 
doing big biz on South African con- 
cert tour. 
Norman Alexander here to pro- 
duce documentaries for Waverley 
Films, London. 
African Theatres announces plans 
for new 1,000-seater at Wynberg, 
suburb of Cape Town, to be com- 
pleted by 1948. 
J. H. Nevinson arrived from Eng- 
land to take up appointment of 
South African director for J. Arthur 
Rank Organization. 

Oscar Nissen, Norwegian film ac- 
tor, passed through Cape Town 
serving as seaman on a whaling ship 
en route to Antarctic. 

Irene Morgan and Kathleen Cave, 
English revue artists, scoring hit in 
Cape Town with season of repertory 
revue called “Seeing Stars.” 

South Africa Broadcasting Corp. 
announces increase in pay for mem- 
bers of Cape Town Studio orches- 
tra. Basic pay now is £500 ($2,000) 
yearly. 

Fight to obtain civic theatre for 
Cape Town still Fe yap ge Local 
business men offered to purchase 
old Italian Consulate for conversion 
to theatre at cost of $283,000 but 
South Africa Broadcasting Corp. fa- 
vors the site for new broadcasting 
studios. * 





_— 





Vienna 
By Emil W. Maas 

Librettist Karl Leibinger, 62, died. 

Rudolf Hanzl elected president of 
Vienna Philharmonic Society. 

Dr. Josef Marx elected president 
of Austrian Composers Assn. 

Aurel Nowotny, 66, president of 
Artists Union, died suddenly. 

Friedrich Gagern, 65, well-known 
poet, died in St. Leonhard am Forst. 

Daisy Halban-Kurz, back after 19 
years eexile, gave a concert in 
Brahmssaal. 

Schoenbrunner theatre closed 
down, due to bad business. Used as 
film studios now. 

Salzburg Festival plans to produce 
next season the Swiss opera, “Le Vin 
Herbe,” by Frank Martin. 

Robert Stolz writing the music for 
Hubert Marischkas’ latest film pro- 
duction, “Girl From the Island.” 

French film producer Andre 


Paulve announced that 15 Fernch 
ee are being synchronized 
ere. 





e e 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Andy’s nitery has Seror Twins. 

Freddy . Master’s band into St. 
Paul Flame nitery. 

North Star Drama Guild, little 
theatre group, offering “Jane Eyre.” 

Senor Wences and Franks & Jany- 
ce into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace, 

Orrin Branton, 20th-Fox salesman, 
recovering in St. Mary’s hospital 
from major operation. 

Victor Borge drew only fair 
houses at two Twin City one- 
nighter concert engagements. 

yceum here gets “Red Mill” week 





of Dec, 14, “Harvey” week of Dec. 





2. and “Chocolate Soldier” to fol- 
ow. ; 
Film Row friends have been blood 


donors for Clara Eisenberg of Uni- 
versal, recovering in niversity 
hospital from major operation. 


Jack Lorentz, 20th-Fox midwest 
sales head, presided over sales con- 
ference at Hotel Nicollet here, with 
Omaha, Des Moines and local ex- 


changes participating. 
Mary Seibel, young daughter of 
Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 


publicity and advertising head, play- 
ing lead in St. Catherine Seminary’s 
production of “Enchanted Cottage.” 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Clare and Henry Luce at Mark 
Hopkins. 

Straw Hat Rcview, local legit 
group, set at Golden Gate Dec. 17. 

Dean Murphy accepts beaucoup 
benefits while playing at St. Francis. 

Benny Strong to follow Carmen 
Cavallero orch into Peacock Court 
Dec. 7. 

Mucho™ local society excitement 
over Ina Claire openins Monday (8) 
at Geary. 

Edward J. Noble in for festivities 
when KGO-ABC switched to 50,000- 
watt transmitter Monday (1). 

Louis Armstrong, Jackson Teagar- 
den, Barney Bigad and Sid Catlett 
into Burma Club at $4,000 per. 

Big contingent of Hollywood stars 
in fue Damon Runyon cancer fund 
fashion show at Mark Hopkins with 
$10 admish fee. 

Frisco symph, with Pierre Mon- 
teux at helm, still biggest sellout 
in town, all three weekly Opera 
House performances SRO. 


Chicago 

Dave O’Maliey’s Fort Myers home 
burned Thursday (27). 

Russell Birdwell has opened a Chi 
branch of his publicity outfit. 

Gene Tierney doing shopping here 
before returning to the Coast. 

John Wildberg here for confabs 
on opening of “Anna Lucasta.” 

Kay Armen in from the East to 
spend holidays with her family. 

Donfld O’Connor opens Jan. 9 at 
the Oriental theatre for two-week 
stay. 

Nat Kalcheim, of William Morris, 
in from New York for huddles with 
Leo Salkin. 

The Woodstock Players opened 
their winter season Nov. 27 with 
“The Male Animal.” 

Sam Jaffe will headline the Golden 
Jubilee Festival of the Zionist or- 
ganization here Dec. 21. 

Joan Edwards in for Vitacoustic 
recording date and guest appear- 
ances on the Jack Smith show. 

The Hull House Players opening 
Dec. 8 of “Bury the Dead” marks the 
50th anniversary of the theatre 
group. 

Robert Ryan, RKO player, is ex- 
pected here Dec. 9 to address meet- 
ing of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. 


Tokyo 


Theatres, radio, newspapers and 
race tracks took leading roles in the 
launching of gapens nationwide 
charity campaign last week. 

Carl Mydans, Tokyo bureau head 
of Time-Life International, gave 
concluding lecture to Army students 
attending the international news re- 
porting class. 

Appearance of Tetsu Katayama at 
opening of Zenshinza troupe’s ‘“Mer- 
chant of Venice” production at 
Waseda Univ. last week marked first 
time a Jap Prime Minister has pub- 
licly attended any type of theatrical 
performance. Katayama is a strong 
advocate of a national theatre. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Jackie Phillips at Famous Door. 

Tony Martin sought for late Feb- 
ruary date at Colonial Inn. 

Cross & Dunn and DeCastro Sis- 
ters into Clover Club this week. 

Latin Quarter readying mid-De- 
cember opening, with Myron Cohen 
heading show. 

Newest club in town is Little Ro- 
mania, preeming Dec. 17 with 
Moishe Oyshe and continental for- 
mat show. 

Milton Berle, in for four days, 
planed back Sunday (39), Spent 
most of his stay at Copacabana 
lounge on the Barry Gray aircast, 
and Mother Kelly's, where Gloria 
King is working. 


Portland, Ore. 


_ Dale Bray’s Quartet at the Trop- 
ics. 


ainerent Toomay at the Glover 
ub. 














Skinnay Ennis at Jantzen Beach 
Ballroom. 

Betty Vickers headlinin ne 
stage show at Capitol thentre. 4 

Rusty Coleman filling in for Jerry 
Owens at Club Hy Mac for the week. 

Mills Brothers into Music Hall 
Supper Club, with Gloria Jean on 
ar en bill. 

eatrice Kay held for a sec 
week at the Cloud Room, with ona 
thur Blake to follow. 
Whitehee a ering. A rg and Jack 
ads orchestra at the Ro 

Bowl, Multnomah hotel. as 


Hollywood 


A: Vance Grahams divorced. 

William Goetz in from New York, 

Bill Bendix ill with throat infec. 
tion. 

Oscar Levant and hi i - 
ane S wife recon 


Philip Dorn bought a farm tn 
Oregon. 


* Mary Astor hospitalized for ob- 
servation. 

George Tobias planed i 
Manhattan. . 1 


Alice Faye broke an arm in a fall 
down stairs. 

Helen Forrest 
Holohan, Dec. 7. 

Russ Vincent bought a 400-acre 
ranch in Oregon. 

Betty Grable bedded with a dis- 
placed sacro-iliac. 

Margaret Wycherly in from New 
York for film work. 

Joe Frisco in town after a week's 
showing in Las Vegas. 

Johnny Shadrack opened at Char- 
ley Foy’s Supper Club. 

Pat O’Brien being paged by the 
Abbey theatre, Dublin. 

Greg McClure, born Dale Easton, 
is legalizing his film name. 

Jane Powell returned from per- 
sonal appearances in the east. 
Virginia Mayo returned 
three weeks of stage touring. 
Susan Hayward called off her 

divorce suit against Jess Barker. 

L. E. Behymer, 85-year-old Los 
Angeles impresario, seriously ill. 

Natalie Wood recovering from in- 
juries sustained in a motor crash. 

Louis B. Mayer and Howard 
Strickling planed in from New York. 

John Ridgely back to work in 
“The Sealed Verdict” after a siege 
of flu. 

Charles Meeker in town to scout 
talent for next summer’s operettas 
at Dallas. 

Emma Goodman retired on doc- 
tor’s orders after 25 years as Sophie 
Tucker’s secretary. 

Father Paul onceur, 
advisor on the “Joan” 
leaves for Paris next week. 

Tyrone Power returned to town 
after a.13-week air tour, covering 
32,000 miles and 18 countries on four 
continents. 

Richard English succeeds Gordon 
Kahn as editor of Screen Writer, 
monthly magazine of the Screen 
Writers Guild. ° 


to marry Paul 


from 


technical 
picture, 





' Budapest 


By George Gaal 
Pesti Szinhaz will stage O’Neill’s 
“Anna Christie” ne °, 
Magda Rasko, State Opera singer, 
now at Vienna Konzerthaus. 
Sigurd Rascher, Danish saxophon- 
ist, giving several concerts here. 


E. van Beinum, director of the 
Amsterdam Concertgebouw, in town. 

Opera singer Gabriella Relle, 
signed contract with the Rome 
Opera. 

Benjamin Britten’s opera “Peter 


Grimes” will be performed at the 
State Opera here. 

Actress Frida Gombaszogi prep- 
ping to leave for the states to visit 
Sister in New York. 

National Theatre started rehears- 
als of Shakespeare’s “Richard III.” 
Lead will be played by Tamas Ma- 


jor. 

Hilde Baumann, solo dancer of 
the Berne Opera, back to Switzer- 
land after several performances 
here. 

Gyorgy Denes, celebrating 30th 
anni as actor, awarded the Pro Arte 
medal by the President of the Re- 
public. 

John van. D-uten’s “The Voice of 
the Turtle” opening at the Muvesz 
Szinhaz. Hungarian title is “Happy 
Sunday.” 

Operetta Theatre prepping Offen- 
bach’s “Helen of Troy” with new 
prima donna, Marika Nemeth, play- 
ring the lead. 

Mihaly Szekely received the 
Medal of the Republic from Hun- 
gary’s President Zoltan Tildy. Sze- 
kely leaves soon for the states to 
sing with the Metropolitan Opera. 

Hungarian-American Society gave 
an orchestra concert recently at 


Music Art Academy to capacity 
house. Program included Gersh- 
win's “Rhapsody in_ Blue,” David 
Diamond’s “Rounds” and _ Ernest 


Bloch’s “Solomon.” 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick | - 
Ernest Turnbull, Hoyt’s chief, is 





due back from London before 
Christmas. 
Air-Commodore West of Eagle 


Lion, is making extensive survey of 
Melbourne for the Rank interests. 

Two-a-night vaude-revue no go in 
Brisbane for the Tivoli loop at His 
Majesty's. House goes back to pix 
revival. 

William Herbert, vet showman, 81, 

died here. Was the originator of big 
loop in Newcastle, selling later to 
Hoyts and GUT. 
_ Harry Watt has his cameras work- 
ing on “Eureka Stockade” for Ealing 
now. Unit is on location in north- 
ern New South Wales. 

Cinesound is puttin~ out . special 
feature film titled “Cavalcade of 
Australian Sport,” dealing with all 
the Aussie toppers in the field of 
~ aly over past 12 months. Idea }s 

en G. Ball’s, Cinesound’s chief pro- 
ducer-director, Pic goes into the 
indie Tatler, Sydney, 
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ERNST LUBITSCH 
Ernst Lubitseh, 55, veteran motion 
picture producer and director, died 
suddenly Nov. 30 at his home in Bel- 


Air, near Hollywood. (Further de- 
tails in Pictures Section.) 





ALEX YOKEL 5 
Legit producer Alex Yokel, 61, 
died Thursday (27) of a heart at- 
tack after Thanksgiving dinner at a 


. friend’s home, Lawrence, L. L 


Further details in Legitimate sec- 
tion. 





JOHN W. REHAUSER 

John W. Rehauser, 68, retired con- 
ductor, arranger and composer who 
had been connected with vaudeville, 
musical comedy and radio, died Nov. 
26 at Forest Hills, L. I. 

Rehauser played in theatrical and 
dance orchestras and later developed 
into a conductor and arranger. He 
composed and conducted the music 
for various vaudeville acts, including 
those of Gus Edwards, with whom 
he toured for many years. After 
that he conducted the orchestra for 
the Weber and Fields musical shows 
and did orchestral arrangements for 
the “Ziegfeld Follies” and other 
shows. 

In recent years he composed inci- 
dental music and arranged orchestra- 
tion for radio shows, among them Ed 
Wynn’s program, the Ford Hour, 
Cavaleade of America, March of 
Time and the Bell Telephone Hour. 
He retired in 1945, 

He leaves a wife and two sons. 





HARRISON BROCKBANK 

Harrison Brockbank, 80, veteran 
baritone of musical comedy and col- 
lector of relics of North American 
Indians, died in N. Y., Nov. 30. 

Born in Liverpool, Brockbank ap- 
peared in many Broadway produc- 
tions, chiefly musicals. His first 
roles were performed at the Drury 
Lane and the Covent Garden in Lon- 
don. He studied music in London 
with Mme. Tasea and voice with 
Signor Franco Leoni. He came to this 
country in 1909 and became a citizen 
in 1916. 

A member of the Lambs since 
1914, Brockbank appeared in such 
Broadway musicals as “Sometime,” 
“Apple Blossoms,” “Ihe Last Waltz,” 
“Melody” and “The Three Muske- 
teers.” 





WwW. W. HINSHAW 

William W. Hinshaw, 80, retired 
concert singer and opera producer, 
died Nov. 27 in Washington. He had 
made more than 5,000 concert ap- 
pearances in the U. S. and abroad 
prior to his retirement in 1931. 

Born in Union, Ia., Hinshaw 
studied music at Valparaiso Univ., 
and in 1895 was named dean of the 
institution’s music congervatory. He 
made his first grand opera appear- 
anc at St. Louis in 1899 as Mephisto 
in “Faust.” He sang baritone with 
the Metropolitan Opera from 1910- 
1913 and produced operas himself in 
later years. 

Wife, a daughter and three sons 
survive. 





WALTER K. HILL 

Walter K. Hill, 81, former bur- 
lesque and film press agent, died 
Nov. 22 at St. Petersburg, Fla. He 
was press representative for the old 
Columbia Burlesque Wheel and had 
a similar job in the eastern offices 
of several film companies. 

Hill was president of the Theatri- 
cal Press Representatives of America, 
which was absorbed when the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Managers 
was formed. As administrator of the 
TPROA emergency fund during the 
depression, Hill granted all requests 
for aid from members and the fund 
was depleted. 





ROBERT POOLEY 

Robert Pooley, 42, orchestra leader, 
died Nov. 29 in Worcester, Mass., of 
a cerebral hemorrhage. Pooley 
played trumpet for a time with Jean 
Goldkette’s orchestra. Later, 
own orchestra was the _ studio 
standby for local radio stations 
at various times and played at 
the Hampton Beach, N. H., Casino 
and the Deshler - Wallick hotel in 
Columbus, O. In recent years he had 
extended engagements at a local 
night club. 

Wife, mother, two brothers and a 
sister survive. 





FREDERICK C. SCHANBERGER 

Frederick C. Schanberger, 75, the- 
atrical manager, died Nov. 27 in 
Baltimore. He had been associated 
for many years with the thee’rical 
and philanthropic enterprises of the 
late James Ls Kernan who built the 


- OBITUARIES 


his | 





Auditorium and Maryland theatres 
in Baltimore. He was a member of 
the Vaudeville Country Club of New 
York and former chairman of the 
Maryland Boxing Commission. 
When stricken, he was associated 
with his son, J. Lawrence Schanber- 
ger, in the ownership of Keith's, de 
luxe first-run in Baltimore. 
Wife, two sons, daughter, 
brothers and sister survive, 
PAT DALY 
Gordon C. Munger, 56, who as Pat 
Daly was a former dancer and 
comedian in vaude, legit, film and 
radio, died Nov. 19 at his home in 
Detroit after a long illness. He 


three 


| had been an entertainer for 47 years. 


Starting in minstrels and vaude- 


ville, Daly appeared in straight 
plays, musical comedies, pictures 
and radio. In his early days he was 
associated with the late George 
Primrose. He and his wife were in 
vaudeville together as Pat and 
Genevieve Daly. 


Wife survives: 





JOSEPH M. GILL 


Joseph M. Gill, 53, former band 
leader and musician in St. Louis, 
died Nov. 24 in that city, after two 


years’ illness. A graduate of George- 
town Univ., Gill became a violinist 
in the St. Louis symph. orch. Later 
he organized his own dance orch. 
that played for many years in the 
midwest. He was credited with hav- 
ing given Harry James his first 
tooting jo? when Gill's band was 
touring in Texas. 

Brother and sister survive. 

EDWARD BECK 

Edward Beck, 69, show producer 
for the Walnut Room of the Bis- 
marck Hotel, Chicago, died Nov. 19 
in Hollywood. He began his career 
as a song-and-dance~man, appearing 
in “The Chocolate Soldier,’ “Pink 
Lady” and others. As a Chicago cafe 
producer, he was foremost in his 
field during the 1920's, presenting 
revues at Mann's, Marigold Gardens 
and Bismarck Gardens. 

Wife, Pearl Cook, former dancer, 
a brother and a sister survive. 

ARTHUR R. BURROWS 

Arthur R. Burrows, 65, British 
broadcasting pioneer, died Nov. 26 
in London. He was among those re- 
sponsible for the first BBC program 
Nov. 15, 1922. 

He had been secretary general and 
director of the International Broad- 
casting Union from 1935 to 1940. Ih 
1942, he was appointed director of 
the broadcasting division of. the 
British Ministry of Information. He 
also \was a correspondent for The 
Times of London. 

SAM ROCCA 

Sam Rocca, 82, Pittsburgh dis- 
trict exhibitor for the last 35 years, 
died recently at his home in Newall, 
Pa., after a long illness. Rocca 
handled all assignments at -his 
Newell theatre, ranging from jani- 
tor work to projection. 

Upon his death the house went 
dark and future plans for it have 
not been announced by members of 
the family. 





VIRGINIA GRAFTON 

Virginia Grafton, 33, songstress, 
was killed in the crash of the Alaska 
Airlines plane in Seattle, Nov. 30. 

Singer, who in private life was 
the wife of Robert Stittworth, Ta- 
coma detective, had been making 
the hop from Alaska, where she had 
completed nitery engagements, ac- 
cording to her husband, who had 
been at the airport to meet her. 





CHARLES WHITTLE 
Charles Whittle, 73, former song 
writer and music hall performer, 
died Nov. 27 at his home in Brad- 


ford, England. While starring at the | 


London Pavilion and the- Tivoli, Ox- 
ford, 20-odd years ago, he wrote 
“Put Me Among the Girls,” ‘Fall In 
and Follow Me” and “Let’s All Go 
Down to the Strand,’ which had 
wide popularity. 

He retired 17 years ago. 

BRUCE LEIGH GOLDIE 

Bruce Leigh Goldie, 32, until re- 
cently continuity editor of CKCK, 
Regina, Sask., died in that place 
Nov. 21. He resigned Nov. 1 because 
of ill health. 

Wife survives. 

M. M. VORSTER 

M. M. Vorster, theatre manager 
for many years*for African Theatres, 
Capetown, South Africa, collapsed 
and died Oct. 11 in Paarl, near 


, Capetown. He was at one time man- 
ager of the old Tivoli vaudeville the- 


atre in Capetown. After that house 
closed, Vorster managed several film 


Protea, in Paarl, when he died, 
Wife survives. 





WILLIAM E. LAWRENCE 

William E. (“Babe”) Lawrence, 51, 
film and stage actor, died Nov. 28 in 
Hollywood. He went to the Coast in 
11914 for “Birth of a Nation” »and 
played juve leads until the First 
World War. 

He returned to the Broadway 
stage in 1920, but returned to pic- 
tures in 1930. 








ERNEST ADAMS 

Adams, 62, screen actor, 
| died Nov. 26 in Hollywood after a 
|long illness. Before entering pic- 
tures, he appeared in numerous stage 
musicals. 


Ernest 


HENRY S. BERTINETTE, JR. 





| Henry S. Bertinette, Jr.. 21, an 
nouncer at WBIB, FM station in 
New Haven, died Nov. 25 in that 
| city, 


| KIRK E. WICKS 
| Kirk E. Wicks, 50, who as Eddie 
| Powell was a nightclub pianist and 
non died Nov. 28 in Chicago. 

| Pather, 78, of Johnny Broderick, 
of the vaude comedy team of Arren 
& Broderick, died suddenly last 
week in Sharon, Pa. Wife and an- 
other son also survive. 

William J. Passmore, 62, owner 
and operator of the Royal theatre, 
| Moose Jaw, Sask., from 1930 until 
| 1945, died Nov. 18 in Victoria, B. C. 


—_—_—_— 








Mother of Benjamin H. 
managing director of the 
theatre, New Haven, died Nov. 


in that city. 


Segal, 
Shubert 
18 


Son, 24, of Gene Dyer, owner of 
| station WAIT, Chi., was killed Nov. 
| 30 in an auto crash near Mundelein, 
Tl. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim Muzzy, son, Can- 
ton, O., Nov. 17. Father is WHBC, 
Canton, sportscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Sadoff, son, 
Sioux: City, Ia.. Nov. 26. Father is 
theatre owner there. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Frangooles, 
sgn, Albany, last week. Father is a 


| Paramount Pictures booker there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeRosa, son, 
Chicago, Nov. 23. Father is sales 
traffic manager of WMAQ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carman, son, 
Chicago, Nov. 21. Father is. assistant 
manager of NBC Central Division 
continuity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Holt, daughter, 
Hollywood, Nov. 24. Father is a 
film flack. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elwood C. Hoffman, 
son, New York, Nov. 26. Father is 
an editor of CBS’ program writing 
division; mother is Toni Darnay, 
radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Baird, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
Mother’s Patti Jean Baldridge, for- 
mer band vocalist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mubhl, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 24. Father is gen- 
eral manager of Universal-Inter- 
national studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Sadoff, son, 
Sioux City, Nov. 26. Father is owner 
of the Fourth Street theatre in that 
city. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Ray Wilson, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. Father is a ra- 
dio and film writer; mother is the 
former Marion Jones, dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milt Hoffman, son, 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Dec. 1. Father 
is with Paramount's h.o. adv. dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Brennan, 
son, Germantown, Pa., Dec. 1. 
Father is a Warner Theatres’ exec 
there. 
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found its way on wax,” one music 
publisher concedes, “because neither 
we nor the record people want to 
get caught short.” 

Quite a few songsmiths, surpris- 
ingly, are going into private record- 
ing business. Utilizing some passable 
vocalist, and with only a piano or 
perhaps an inexpensive rhythmic 
trio for musical acompaniment, the 
private recording studios have been 
doing a rushing business on new 
and unexploited songs. The idea is 
to have a master available if, as and 
when a shortage is created, and 
perhaps one of these songs (still un- 
| published) may catch on some time 
_in "48. Theory is that these masters 
are a cushion for future disk press- 
‘ings, in that post-Jan. 1 period, 
*when fresh recordings‘ are tabu. 





theatres and was in charge of the™ 


Continued 


were grossing around $26,000 a week 
in the Theatre, Inc., revival of 
“Pygmalion,” Miss Cornell revived 
“Candida” again for 24 performances 
in New York and 22 on the road, in 
repertory with “Antigune.” No fig- 
ures are available for the engage- 
ment, but even fer the interval the 
two Shaw plays were running simul- 
taneuously, it’s doubtful if their 
combined gross equalled the $31,500 
figure Evans is drawing. 

The reason the Evans revival is 
getting higher grosses than the Law- 
rence-Massey “Pygmalion” or 
1936 edition of Miss Cornell’s 


week, is that the current production 
has a $4.80 top, whereas the scale 
i used to go no higher than $3.60. 
the most important factor, from the 
standpoint of Shaw’s royalties, is 


and, according to Evans’ policy in 
the past, put in a solid season on the 
road during 1948-49. The produc- 
tion moves Feb. 16 from the Alvin to 
the Hudson, N. Y. 


A striking angle of the current 
“Man” revival is not only that, for 
the first time in his career as 
tor-manager, Evans is paying royal- 
ties at all, but that he’s: paying the 
highest rate in show business. 
Whereas most other playwrights get 
a sliding scale of (742% on the first 


| 

$5,000, 10% on the next $5,000 
and 124% on all over $10,000), 
Shaw has always insisted upon a 


flat 15%. So Evans, who in the past 
has produced the works of Shake- 
speare alone (which is, of course, 
royalty-free), has this time picked 
out the author who's the toughest 
businessman of them all. 

Some of the notable Shaw pro- 
ductions in the U. S. in the past have 
been the following: 


“Heartbreak House,” by the Thea- 


tre Guild, 1920-21 (for 125  per- 
formances). 
“Back to. Methuselah” (consisting 


of five separate plays), by the Guild, 
1921-22 (seven weeks). 


“Devil’s' Discjple,” Guild, 1922-23 





~ Shaw’s $4,700 


the 
“St. 
Joan,” which drew almost $23,000 a | 


But | 


that the Evans production appears | 
likely to play through the season | 


an ac- | 


| 1939. 






Royalty 
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ances in New York, plus a season 
tour). 

“Candida,” Cornell, 1945-46 ‘in 
repertory with “Antigone,” played 
24 performances in New York, plus 
22 on tour), 

The Guild has scheduled a pro- 
duction of “You Never Can Tell” 
for later this season, 

In addition to the above, there 
have been innumerable productions 
of-Shaw plays for special perform- 
ances, by repertory and_ stock 
| groups, etc. 
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in which case vaudeville 
;not have been discontinued. 
| The agencies go further in declar- 
ing that the dropping of the State 
vaudeville will undoubtedly mean 
that the remainder of the stageshow 
houses will be able to get perform- 
ers at “reasonable” fees. Many, they 
| Say, remember after the Palace shut- 
| tered, most acts refused no reason- 
jable offer, and perhaps, the State 
| closing will mean ae return of 
“sanity” in the matter of salaries. 
The State will have a policy of 
single features on first runs, and 
double features when subsequent 
run films are shown. Initial bil) will 


would 





be “Cass Timberlane” and a “Blon- 
die” film. 

With the vaude exit from the 
|State, Loew’s will have only two 


stageshow houses, the Capitol, N. Y, 
and the Capitol, Washington. 

There still remains the possibility 
that the change may not be final. 
There’s some feeling throughout the 
Loew organization that the -stage- 
|show policy will return if grosses 
are considerably lower. Under the 
stageshow policy the house averaged 
aroutd $28,000, with the all-time 
high mark being set at $55,000 when 
Eddie Cantor appeared there in 
If the average gross is con-. 
siderably lower than $28,000 minus 
Sstageshow costs, then Loew execs 
may put back the vaude. 





(about 10 weeks). 

“St. Joan,” Guild, 1923-24 (grossing | 
as high as $10,000 a week, for over 
200 performances). 

“Candida,” Actor’s Theatre, with | 
Katharine Cornell, 1924-25 (at first 
offered at special matinees, later ex- 
tended for a regular run, and 
grosses ‘about $14,000 for some 
weeks, playing a total of 143 per- 
formances). 


“Caesar and Cleopatra,” Guild, 
1924-25 (48 performances). 
“Arms and the Man,” Guild, 


1924-25 (grossed as high as $15,000 
a week, ran 180 performances). 

“Androcles and the Lion” and 
“Man of Destiny” ‘¢double bill), 
Guild, 1925-26 (68 performances). 

“Pygmalion,” Guild, 1926-27 (143 
performances). 

“Doctor’s Dilemma,” Guild, 1927-28 
(115 performances). 

“Major Barbara,” Guild, 
(84 performances ). 

“Apple Cart,” Guild, 1929-30 (88 
performances). : 

“Getting Married,” Guild, 1930-31 
(48 performances). 


1928-29 


“Too True to Be Good,’ Guild, | 
1931-32 (57 performances). 
“Candida,” Cornell, 1933-34 (two 


performances a week, in repertory, 
for 40 weeks). 

“Simpleton of the Unexpected 
Isles,” Guild, 1934-35 (40 perform- 
ances). 

“St. Joan,” Cornell, 1935-36 
(grossing nearly $23,000 for some 
weeks, ran 89 performances in New 
York and 79 on tour). 

“Candida,” Cornell, 1936-37 (in 
repertory, with “Wingless Victory,” 
played 50 performances in New 
York and about 24 on tour. Reper- 
tory grossed as high as $18,000 in 
NN. 3)> 

“Heartbreak House,” 
Theatre (Orson Welles), 
(several weeks’ run). 

“Candida,” on the Coast, 
Ann Harding, 1938-39. 

“Candida,” in Chicago, with Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, 1938-39. 

“Doctor’s Dilemma,” Cornell, 
1940-41 (grossed about $19,000 for 
some weeks, ran 121 performances 
in New York, plus five weeks’ 
tour). 

“Candida,” Cornell, with Burgess. 
Meredith, Raymond Massey, Dudley 
Digges; 1941-42 (for War Relief 
benefit, grossed $122,247 in 27 per- 
| formances in New York and eight in 
| Washington). 


Mercury 
1937-38, 


with 





However, that remains to be seen 
after the Dec. 18 bill topped by 
Molly Picon, Jack Carter and Dave 
Apollon ends an important chapter 
in the history of vaudeville. 


Hillbilly Acts Hypo Par 


Pard’s Carolina Houses 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 2. 

Wilby-Kincey circuit, Paramount- 
partnered chain straddling the Caro- 
linas, has turned to vaudeville to 
bolster slipping picture grosses. Sub- 
stantial number of its theatres are 
now booking hillbilly five-act shows 
for one-a-week appearances. New 
policy, in the main, has been adopt- 
ed by houses in towns varying from 
10,000 to 35,000 in population. 

The shows are traveling as units 
from town to town to fill in along 
with a single picture. Theatres for- 
merly dished up dualers seven days 
a week. Understood that H. F. Kin- 
cey ordered the changeover figuring 
the public is ripe for talent drawn 
from the local hills. 








MARRIAGES 


Sylvia Berger to Albert Redman, 
New York, Nov. 29. Bride is a mem- 
ber of the CBS program writing 
division. : 

Rosemary Bruns to Richard W. 
Leibert, Malverne, L. L, Nov. 29. 
He’s organist at Radio City Musie 
Hall, N. Y., and on various radio 
programs. 

Maryline White to Byron Collins, 
Riverdale, N. Y., Nov. 29. He’s a 
commercial writer at Young & Ru- 
bicam. 

Toni Reynolds to Fred Wilcox, 
Beverly Hills, Nov. 30. He's a direc- 
tor at. Metro. 


Mary L. Byrne to Henry Clark, 
Canton, O., Nov. 27. He’s an engi- 
neer at WHBC, Canton. 


Mary Hull to Andrew Wiswell, 
New York, Oct. 24, He’s recording 
director of Muzak: 


Ruth Rose to Claude xirchner, 
Chicago, Nov. 29. He’s disk jockey 
and announcer on “Ladies Be 
Seated” radio show. 

Mildred Tilson to Bruce William- 
son, Maryborough, Ireland, Nov. 19. 
He’s film critic of The Irish Times. 

Jayne McGahey to Russell Bun- 
desen, Chicago, Nov. 22. Bride is 
member of the Dinning Sisters, 
singing trio. 





“Pygmalion,” Theatre, Inc. (Ger- 
| trude Lawrence-Raymond Massey), 


1945-46 (grossed as high: as $26,000} actor; she’s in the line at 


“for Some weeks, ran I79 perform- 


Lynne Bowman to Lionel Shelly, 
| Las Vegas, Dec. 2. He’s a western 
; I Earl Car- 
*foll's, in Hollywood. *' ' 
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My Beauty Facials bring | : 
quick new Loveliness” 


Se NEY 
Uh jONET 


Here’s a proved complexion care! In recent | 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, ; 
actually 3. out of 4 complexions became 
lovelier in a short time! 

“It’s thrilling the way Lux Soap care 
leaves skin softer, smoother,” says charm- 
ing Sylvia Sidney. “I work the fragrant 
lather well into my skin. As I rinse and then 

‘ - pat with a soft towel to dry, skin takes on 
ee fresh new beauty!”’ 

Don’t let neglect cheat you of romance. 
This beauty care Sylvia Sidney recommends 
will make you lovelier tonight! 
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“I'm glad I took 
Sylvia Sidney’s 
tip! Lux Soap 
béauty care is 
quick and easy but 
eit really works!” 


“it’s amazing how 

these gentle facials 

really make skin 

lovelier. Hollywood's 

beauty care is right 
for delicate skin.” ; 














































